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Advertifement. 

MR. SvMpsoN'i Letter to Capt. Gulliver, 
prefixed to this Volume^ will make a long 
Mvertifement unneceffary. Tbofe Interpolations com- 
plained of by the Captain^ were made by a Perfon 
ftnce deceafed^ on wbofi Judgment the Publi/her re- 
lyed to make any Alterations that might be thought 
necejfary. But this Perfon^ not rightly comprehend- 
ing the Scheme of the Author^ nor able to imitate his 
plain Jimple Style, thought fit, among many other 
Alterations and Infertions, to compliment the Memory 
of her late Majejty, by faying. That fhe governed 
without a Chief Minifter. We are affured, that 
the Copy fent to the Bookfeller in London, was a 
Tranfcript of the Original, which Original being in 
the Poffeffton of a very worthy Gentleman in London, 
and a moft intimate Friend of the Author^ s ; after he 
bad bought the Book in Sheets, and compared it with 
the Originals, bound it up with blank Leaves, and 
made thofe CorreSlions, which the Reader will find in 
our Edition. Egr, the fame Gentleman did us the 
Favour to let us tranfcribe his Correliions. 

Vol. III. A 
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LETTER 

F«OM 

€apt G U LL I F B R, 

T O H I S 

Coufin srMPso isr. 



] HOPE, you Will be ready to own 
I publickly, whenever you fliall be 
' called to it, that by your great and 
: frequent Urgency, you prevailed oa 
I me to publifli a very loofe and un- 
\ correft Account of my Travels; 
►n to hire fome young Gentlemen of 
either UniverGty to put them in Order, and correft 
the Style, as my C iin Dampier did by my Ad- 
vice, in his Book called, ji Voyage round the World. 
But, I do not remember, I gave you Power to 
Vol. Hit A confcnt. 
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ii -rf Letter from Captain GuLLivzfi^ 
confent, that any Thing fkould be omitted, and 
much lefs that any Thing fhould be inferred: 
Therefore, as to the latter, I do here renounce evei-y 
Thin^ of that Kind ; particukirly a Paragraph about 
her Nlajefty the late Queen Anne^ of moft pious and 
glorious Memory ; although I dii reverence and 
cfteem her more than any of human Species. But 
you, or your Interpolator, ought to have confider- 
cd, that as it was not my Inclination, fo was it not 
decent to praife any Aiumal of our Compofition 
before my Matter IJouybnbnm: And befides, the 
Fad was akogether fal^ ; for, to my^Koowledge^ 
being in Engldnd during Tome Part of Hsf Majefty^s 
Reign, (he did govern by a Chief Minifter ; nay, 
even by two fucceflively ; the firft whereof was 
the Lord of Goddpbiri^ ixxd the fecond the Lord of 
Oxford ; fo that you have made me fay the Thing 
wbicb was not. Likc^ife; in Jhe Recount, 6)F the 
Academy of Projedors, and^feveral I^afiages of 
my Difcourfe to my Mailer Houyhnhnm^ you have 
either omitted fome tnacerial Circumftances, or 
minced or changed them in fuch a Manner, that I 
do hardly know mine own Work. When I for- 
merly hinted to you fontething of this in a Letter, 
you were pleafed to anfwer, that you were afraid of 
giving Offence ; that People in Power were very 
Watchful over the Prefs ; and apt not only to ihter- 
pret, but to punilh every Thing which looked like 
an Innuendo ('as I think you cdled it.J But pray, 
how could that which I (poke fo many Years ago, 
and at above five thoufand Leagues diftance, in 
another Reign, be applyed to any of the Taboos^ , 
who now are faid to govern the Herd ; efpecially 
at a Time when I little thought on, or feared the 
Unhappinefs of living under them ? Have not I 
thp moil Reafon to complain, when I fee thefe 
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very Taboos carried by Houybnbrms in a VehicICt 
as if thefe were Brutes, and thofe the rational Crea^ 
cures ? And, indeed, to avoid fo monftrous and 
deteftable a ^ghc, was one principal Motive of my 
Retirement hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in Re- 
htion to your felf, and to the Truft I repofed ia 
you; 

I DO in the next Place complain oS my own 
great Want of Judgment, in being prevailed upon 
by the Intreaties and falfc Reafbnings of you and 
fome others, very much againft mine own Opinion^ 
to fuffer my Travels to be publifhed. Pray bring to 
your Mind how often I defired you to confider9 
when you infilled on the Motive of Puhlick Good% 
that the Taboos were a Species of Animals utterly 
incapable of Amendment by Precepts or Examples : 
Atid fb it hath proved % for inftead of feeing a full 
Stop put tp all Abuies and Corruptions, at Jeaft in 
this little Ifland, as I had Reafon toe}q)e6t : Behold, 
after above fix Months Warning, I cannot learn 
that my Book hath produced one fingle Effed ac- 
cording to mine Intentions : I defired you would 
let me know by a letter, when Party and Faftion 
were extinguifhed ; Judges learned and upright ; 
Pleaders honeft and modeft, with ibme Tin6ture of 
common Senfe ; and Smitbfieid blazing with Pyra- 
mids of Law-Books ; the young Nobility's Educa- 
tion entirely changed ^ the Phyficians banifhed i 
the Female Taboos abounding in Virtue, Honour, 
Truth aqd good Senfe : Courts and Levees of great 
Minifters thoroughly weeded and fwept ; Wit, 
Merit and Learning rewarded > allDilgracersof the 
Prcls in Profe and Vcrfc, condemned to eat no- 
thing but their own Cotton, and quench their 
Tbirfl with tfaqr own Ink^ Thcfc, and a thou- 
A 2 iand 
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W yf Letter from Captain GvLLiVEiLy 

fand other Reformations, I firmly counten upon by 
your Encouragement -^ as indeed, they were plaitily 
deducibie fi'om the Precepts delivered in my Book. 
And, it muft be owned, that feven Months were 
a fufficjent Time to correft every Vice and Folly 
to which JTaboos are fubjeft i if their Natures had 
been capable of the leaft Difpofition to Virtoe or 
Wifdom : Yet fo far have you been from anfwering 
mine Exped:ation in any of your Letters, that on 
the contrary, you are loading our Carrier every 
Week with Libels, and Keys, and Refleftions, and 
Memoirs, and Second Parts ; wherein I fee myfelf 
accufed of refleding upon great States-Fdk ; of de- 
grading human Nature, (for fo they have ftill, the, 
Gpnfidence to ftyle it) and of abufing the Female 
Sex. I find likewife, that the Writers of thofe 
Bundles are not agreed among themfelves y hr fome 
of them will not aHow me to be Author of mine 
own Travels ; and others make me Author of 
Books to which I am wholly a Stranger. 

I FIND likcwife, that your Printer hath been 
fo carelefe as to confound the Times, and ipiftake 
the Date§ of my feveral Voyages and Returns ; nei-^ 
ther affigning the true Year, or the true Month, or 
Day of the Month : And, I hear theoriginai Ma- 
nufcript is aH deftroyed, fince the Publication of 
my Book. Neither have I any Copy Itfft ; however, I 
have fent you fomc Corredions, which you may 
infert, if ever there fhould be a fecond Edition 5 
And >et I cannot (land to them, but fhall leave that > 
Matter to my judicious and candid Readers, to ad- 
juft it as they pleafe. " 

I hear, fome of our StSL-Taboos find Fault with 
my Sea-Language, as not proper in many Parts, nor • 
now in Ufe. I cannot help it. In my firft Voyages, " 
while I wa« young, I was inftruded by the oldeft ' 
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Mariners, and learned to fpeak, as they did. But, 
I have fincc found, that the St^-Taboos arc apt, 
like the Land Ones, to becon^ new fangled in their 
Words J which the latter change every Year ; info- 
diuch, as I remember upon each Return to mine 
own Country, their old Pialecl was fo altered, 
that I cotijd hardly underftand the new. And I 
obferve, when any Td>ao comes from London, out 
of Curiofity^ to vifit me at mine own Houfe, wfe 
neither of us are able to deliver our Conceptions in a 
Manner intelligible to the other. 

If the CenHIre of Taboos could any Way affcA 
me, I ihould have great Reafon to complain, thdt 
(bme of chcm are fo bold as to think my Book of 
Travel a meer Fidion Out of mine own Brain ; 
and have gone fo far as to drop Hints, that the 
Houybnbnmsi and Taboos have no niore Exiftence, 
than the Inhabitants of Utofia. 

Ikd££D I muft confeis, that as to the People of 
IMifuty Brobdingrag (for fo the Word moul^ 
have been fpelt» and not erron^oufly Brobdingnag) 
and Lapufa 5 I have never yet heard of any Tabif^ 
fo prefumptuous as to difpute their Being, or the 
Fzits I have related concerning them ; becaufe the 
Truth immediately ftrikes every Reader wkh Con- 
vidion. And, is there lefs Probability in my Ac- 
count of the Houybnbnms or Taboos, when it is mani- 
feft as to the latter, there are fo many Thoufands, 
even in this City, who only differ from their Bro- 
ther Brutes in Houynbnmland, becaufe they ufe a 
Sort of Jabber, and do not go naked. I wrote 
for their Amendment, and not their Approbation. 
The united Praife of the whole Race, would be of 
lefs Confcquence to me, than the neighing of thofe 
two degenerate Houybnbnms I keep in my Stable ; 
becaufe, from thefe, degenerate as they are, I ftill 
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improve in fome Virtues, without any Mixture of 
Vice. 

Do thefe miierable Animals prefume to think, 
that I am fo far degenerated^ as to defend my Ve- 
racity : Taboo as I am, it is well known through all 
Houybnbnmland^ that by the Inftru£tions and Ex- 
ample of my illuftrious Mafter, I was able in the 
Compafs of two Years (although I confefs with 
the utmoft Difficulty) to remove that infernal Ha- 
bit of Lying, Shuffling, Deceiving, and Equivo- 
cating, fo deeply rooted in the very Souls of all 
my Species, efpecially the Europeans. 

I HAVE other Complaints to make upon this 
vexatious Occafion ; but I forbear troubling myfelf 
or you any further. I muft freely confefs, that 
fince my laft Return, fome Corruptions of my 2i- 
Im Nature have revived in me by converfing with 
a few of your Species, and particularly thofe of 
mine own Family, by an unavoidable Neceffity ; 
elfe I fliould never have attempted fo abford aPro- 
jed as that of reforming the Taboo Race in this 
Kingdom 5 but, I have now done with all fuch 
' vifioilary Schemes for ever. 

April 2^ 1727. 
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Publifher to />&^ Reader. 



E Author of thcfc Travels, Mr. 
emuel Gulliver^ is my antientand in- 
mate Friend ; there b likewife fomc 
elation between us by the Mother's 
ide. About three Years ago, Mr. 
"ulliver growing weary of the Con- 
courie of curious People coming to him at hisHoufe 
in Redriff^ n>ade a fmall Purchafe of Land, with a 
convenient Houfe, near Newark^ in NottingbMmJbire^ 
his Native G)unty ; where he now lives retired, yet 
in good Efteem among his Neighbours. 

Although Mr. Gulliver were born in Netting^ 
bamjbirey where his Father dwelt, yet I have heard 
him fay, his Family came irom Oxford/hire i to 
confirm which, I have obferved in the Church- Yard 
at Banbury J in that County, feveral Tombs and 
Monuments of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted Redriffj he left the Cuftody 
of the following Papers in my Hands, with the 
Liberty to dilpofe of them as I fliould think fit. 
I have carefully perufed them three Times : The 
Style is very plain and fimple ; and the only Fault 
I find is, that the Author, after the Manner of 
Travellers, is a little too circumftantial. There is 
A 4 an 



Digitized 



by Google 



▼iii Ti&^ Publisher iotbeKiLADEK^. 

an Air of Truth apparent through the Whole ; and 
indeed the Author was fo diftinguUhed for hU Ve^ 
racity, that it became a Sort of Proverb amor^ Jbis 
Neighbours at Redriff^ when any one afErmed a 
Thing, to fay, it was as true as if Mr. Gulliver had 
(poke it. 

By the Advice of fevcral worthy Perfons, to 
whom, with the Author's Permilfion, I communi- 
cated thefe Papers, I now venture to fend them in- 
to the World ; hoping they may be, at leaft for 
fome Time, a tetter Entertainment to our young 
Noblemen, than the common Scribbles of Politicks 
q,nd Party. 

This Volume would have been at leaft twice as 
large^ if I had not made bold to ftrike out innu- 
merable PalTages relating to the Winds and Tides, 
as well as to the Variations and Bearings in the fe- 
veral Voyages ; together with the minute Defcrip- 
tions of the Management of the Ship in Storms, 
in the Style of Sailors : Likewife the Account of 
the Longitudes and Latitudes ; wherein I haveRea- 
fon to apprehend that Mr. Gulliver may be a little 
diffatisfied : Bpt, I was refolved to fit the Work, as. 
much as pcfflible to the general Capacity of Readers. 
However, if my own Ignorance in Sea Affairs 
Ihall have led me to commit fomeMiftak^s, I alone 
am anfwerable for them : And, if any Traveller 
hath a Curiofity to fee the whole Work at large, as 
it came from the Hand of the Author, I will be . 
ready to gratify him. 

As for any further Particulars relating to the Au» 
thor, the Reader will receive Satisfadtion from the 
fjrft Pages of the Book, 

Richard Sympfon. 
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ftanty Allowance) being too great for a ncrrrow 
Fortune ; I was bound Apprentice to Mr. yames 
BateSy an eminent Surgeon in LondoHy with whom 
I continued four Years ; and my Father now and 
then (ending me fmall Sums of Money, I laid 
chem out in learning Navigation, and other Parts 
of the Mathematicks, ufeful to thofe who intend 
to travel » as I always believed it would be fome 
Time or other my Fortune to do. When I fcft 
Mr. Ba^Sj I went down to my Father, where, by 
the Afliftance of him and my tlnclc Jobn^ and 
fome other Relations, I got forty Pounds, and a 
Promife of thirty Pounds a Year to maintain mc 
at Leyden : There I ftudied Phyfick two Years and 
feven Months, knowing it would be ufeful in long 
Voyages. 

Soon after my Return from Leyden^ I was re- 
commended by my good Mafter Mr. BateSf to be* 
Surgeon to the Swallow^ Captain Abraham Pannell 
Commander ; with whom I continued three Years 
and a half, making a Voyage or two into the Le- 
vant^ and fome other Parts. When I came back, 
I refolved to fettle in London^ to which Mr. Bates^ 
my Mafter, encouraged me •» and by him I was rc« 
commended to feveral Patients. I took Part of a 
fmall Houfe in the Old-Jury ; and being advifcd to 
alter my Condition, I married Mrs. Mary Burton j 
fecond Daughter to Mt. Edmond Burtmi^ Hofier, 
in Newgate-Jlreety with whom I received four hun- 
dred Pounds for a Portion. 

But, my good Msrfler Bates dying in two 
Years ;rftcr, and I having few Friends, my Bufinefe 
began to fail ; for my Cbnfcience would not fuffer 
mc to imitate the bad Praftice of too many among 
my Brethren. Having therefore con&ltcd with my 
Wife, and fome of my Acquaintance, I ddermined 
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to go again to Sea. I was Surgeon fucceflively in 
two Ships, and made feveral Voyages, for fix 
Years, to the Eafi and We^ Indies ; by which I got 
fomc Addition to my Fortune. My Hours of 
Leifure I fpent in reading the beft Authors, anci- 
ent and modern ; being always provided with a 
good Number of Books; and when I was alhore, 
in obferving the Manners and Difporitions of the 
People, as well as learning their language \ Where* 
in I had a great Facility by the Strength of my Me- 
iiwry. 

The laft of thefe Voyages not proving very for- 
tunate, I grew weary of the Sea, and intended to 
ftay at home with my Wife and Family. I re- 
moved from the Old-Jury to FetUr-lane^ and from 
thence to Wappng^ hoping to get Bufinefs amongft 
the Sailors i but it would not turn to Account. 
After three Years Expeftation, that Things would 
mend, I accepted an advantageous Offer from Cap- 
tain ^//wm Pricbard^ Mafter of the Antelope^ who 
was making a Voyage to the Soutb-Sea. We* fct 
fail from Briftolj May 4th, 1699, and our Voyage 
at firft was very profpcrous. 

It would not be proper for Tome Rejifons, to 
trouble the Reader with the Particulars of our Ad«* 
ventures in thofeSeas : Let it fuffice to inform him, 
tfiat in our Paffage from thence to the Eaji Indies^ 
wc were driven by a violent Storm to the North- 
weft of f^an Diemen^s Land. By an Obfervation, 
we found ourfelves in the Latitude of 30 Degrees 
2 Minutes South. Twelve of our Crew were dead 
by immoderate Labour, and ill Food -, the reft 
were in a very weak Condition. On the fifth of 
November^ which was the Beginning of Summer 
in thofe Parts, the Weather being very hazy^ the 
Seamen fpycd a Rock, within half a Cable*s length 
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of the Ship; but the Wind was fo ftrong, that we were 
driven directly upon it, and immediately fplit. 
Six of the Crew, of whom I was one, having kt 
down the Boat into the Sea, ipade a Shift to get 
clear of the Ship, and the Rock. We rowed by 
my Computation, about three Leagues, until we 
were able to work no longer, being already fpent 
with Labour while wc were in the Ship : We there- 
fore trufted ourfelves to the Mercy of the Waves ; 
and in about half an Hour the Boat was overfet by 
a fudden Flurry from the North. What became 
of my Companions in the Boat, as well as* of thofe 
who efcaped on the Rock, or were left in the Vef- 
fel, I cannot tell % but conclude they were all lofl:« 
For my own Part, I fwam as Fortune direded me^ 
and was pufhed forward by Wind and Tide. I 
often let my Legs dfop, and could feel no Bottom: 
But when I was almolt gone, and able to druggie 
jio longer, I found myfelf within my Depth ; and 
by this Time the Storm was much abated. The 
Declivity was fo fmall, that I walked near a Mile 
before I got to the Shore, which I conjeftured was 
about eight o*Clock in the Evening. I then ad- 
vanced forward near half a Mile, but could not 
difcover Aiy Sign of Houfes or Inhabitants ; at lead. 
I was in fo weak a Condition, that I did not ob- 
ferve them. I was extremely tired, and with that, 
and the Heat of the Weather, and about half a 
Pint of Brandy that I drank as I left the Ship, I 
found myfelf much inclined to fleep. I lay down 
on the Grafs, which was very Ihort and fofc ; where 
I flept founder than ever I remember to have done 
in my Life, and as I reckoned, above nine Hours ; 
for when I awaked, it was juft Day-light. I at- 
tempted to rife, but was not able to ftir : For, as I 
happened to lie on my Back^ I found my Arms and 
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Legs were . ftrongly faftned on each Side to the 
.Ground ; and my Hair^ which was long and 
thick, tied down in the fame Manner. I likewifc 
felt feveral flender Ligatures acrofs my Body, from 
my Arm-pits to my Thighs. I could only look 
upwards; the Sun began to grow hot, and the 
Light oflfended mine Eyes. I heard a confufed 
Noife about me, but in the Pofture I lay, could 
fee nothing except the Sky. In a little Time I felt 
foipething alive moving on my left Leg, which 
advancing gently forward over my Breatt, came 
almoft up tp my Chin ; when bending mine Eyes 
downwards as much as I could, I perceived it to be 
a human Creature not fix Inches high, with a 
Bow and Arrow in his Hands, and a Quiver at his 
Back. In the mean Time, I felt at leaft forty 
more of the fame Kind (as I conjedlured) following 
the firft. I was in the utmoft Aftonifhment, and 
roared fo loud, that they all run back in a Fright ; 
and fon;ie of them, as I was afterwards told, were 
hurt with the Falls they got by leaping from my 
Sides upon the Ground. However, they foon re- 
turned; and one of them, who ventured fo far as 
to get a full Sight of my Face, lifting up his Hands 
and Eyes by way of Admiration, cryed out in a 
ftirill, but diftind Voice, Hekina Degul: The o- 
thers repeated the fame Words feveral Times, but 
I then knew not what they meant. I lay all this 
while, as the Reader may believe, in great Unea- 
finefs : At length, ftruggling to get loofe, I had 
the Fortune to break the Strings, and wrench ou? 
the Pegs that faftned my left Arm to the Ground: 
For, by lifting it up to my Face, I difcpvered the 
Methods they had taken to bind me; and, at the 
fame Time, with a violent Pull, which gave mecx- 
ceffive Pain, I a little loofened the Strings that tied 
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down my Hair on the left Side ; fo that I was juft 
able to turn my Head about two Inches. But the 
Creatures ran off a fecond Time, before I could 
feize them ; whereupon there was a great Shout in 
a very fhrill Accent ; and after it ceafdd, I heard 
one of them cry aloud, ^olgo Pbonac ; when in an 
Inftant, I felt above an hundred Arrows difcharged 
on my left Hand, which pricked me like fo many 
Needles-, and befides, they fhot another Flight 
into the Air, as we do Bombs in Europe % wherecrf 
many, I fuppofe, fell on my Body, (though I felt 
them not) and fome on my Face, which I imme- 
diately covered with my left Hand.* When this 
Shower of Arrows was over, I fell a groaning 
with Grief and Pain-, and then ftriving again 
to get loofc, they difcharged another Volley larger 
than the firft •, and fome of them attempted with 
Spears to ftick me in the Sides; but, by good 
Luck, I had on me a BufF Jerkin^ which they 
tould not pierce. I thought it the moft prudent 
Method to lie ftill ; and my Defign was to conti- 
nue fd until Night, when my left Hand being al- 
ready loofe, I could eafily free my felf : And, as 
for the Inhabitants, I had Reafon to believe I 
might be a Match for the greateft Armies they 
could bring againft me, if they were all of the 
fame Size with him that I faw. But Fortune dif- 
pofed otherwife of me. When the People obferv- 
ed I was quiet, they difcharged no more Arrows : 
But by the Noife encrcafing, I knew their Num- 
bers were greater ; and about four Yards from me 
over-againft my right Ear, I heard a Knocking 
for above an Hour, like People at work ; when 
turning my Head that Way, as well as the P^ 
and Strings would permit me, I faw a Stage erec-^ 
ted ^bpi)t % Foot ^nd ^ half from the Ground, ca- 
pable 
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pable of lioldifig four of the IniiabkiiiCs» with 
two or three Ladders to mount it : From whence 
one of them, who feemed to be a Peribn of Qia- 
lit^, 4iiade me a long Speech, whereof I under- 
ftood not one SyJlable. But I fliodd have menti- 
t>iied, that before the principal Perfon began his Or^- 
don, he cryed out three Times Langro Debul fan : 
(theie Words and the former were afterwards repeat- 
id and explained tome.) Whereupon imniediately a- 
bout fifty of the Inhabitants came, and cut the Strings 
chat faflned the left Side of my Head, which gave 
me the Liberty of turning it to the right, and of 
dbib-ving the Perfon and Gefture of him who was 
to fpeak. He appeared to be of a middle Age, 
and taller than any of the other three who at- 
tended him ; whereof one was a Page, who held 
up his Train, and feemed to be fomewhat longer 
than my middle Finger ; the other two ftood one 
on each Side to fupport him. He aded ever/ 
Part of an Orator ; and I could obferve many 
Periods of Threatnings, and others of Promiies, 
Pity, and Kindnefs. I anfwered in a few Words, 
but in the moft fubmiffive Manner, lifting up my 
ie& Hand and both mine Eyes to the Sun, as cal- 
Isng him for a Witnefs ; and being aloioft famiihed 
with Hunger, having not eaten a Mor&l for fome 
Hours b^>re I left the Ship. I found the De- 
mands of Nature fo ftrong upon me, that I could 
not forbear Ihewing my Impatience ("perhaps againft 
the ftrid Rules of D«^ncy) by putting my Fin- 
ger frequently on my Mouth, U> fignify that I 
wanted Food. The Hurgo (for fo they call a 
great Lord, as I afterwards learntj underftood me 
very well: He defcended from the Stage, and 
commanded that leveral Ladders fhould be applied 
to my Sides, on 4vbich above an hundred of the 
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Inhabitants mounted and walked towards my 
Mouth, laden with Baskets full of Meat, which 
had been provided, and fent thither by the King- s 
Orders upon the firft Intelligence he received of me. 
I obferved there was the Flefti of feveral Animals, 
b\At could not diftinguifh them by the Tafte. 
There were Shoulders, Legs, and Loins fhaped 
like thofe of Mutton, and very well dreffed, but 
f mailer than the Wings of a Lark, I eat them by 
two or three at a Mouthful ; and took three Loaves 
at a Time, about the Bignefs of Musket-Bullets. 
They fupplyed me as faft as they could, (hewing 
a thoufand Marks of Wonder and Aftonifhment 
at my Bulk and Appetite. I then made another 
Sign that I wanted Drink. They found by my 
eating that a fmall Quantity would not fuffice me ; 
and being a moft ingenious People, they flung up 
with great Dexterity one of their largeft Hog^* 
heads ^ then rolled it towards my Hand, and 
beat out the Top ; I drank it ofF at a Draught, 
which I might well do, for it hardly held half a 
Pint, and tafted like a fmall Wine of Burgundy, 
but much more delicious. They brought me a 
fecond Hogfliead, which I drank in the fame Man- 
ner, and made Signs for more, but they had none 
to give me. When I had performed thefe Won- 
ders, they fhouted for Joy, and danced upon my 
Breaft, repeating feveral Times as they did at firft, 
Hekinab Degul. They made me a Sign, that I 
fhould throw down the two Hoglheads, but firft 
warned the People below to ftand out of the Way, 
crying aloud, Borach Mivda ; and when they faw 
the Veffels in the Air, there was an univerfal 
Shout of Hekinab Degul. I confefs I was often 
tempted, while they were pafling backwards and 
forwards op my B«dy^ to fcize forty or fifty of 
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the firft that came in my Reach, and dafli them 
againft the Ground. But the Remembrance of 
what I had felt, which probably might not be the 
word they could do; and the Promifeof Ho- 
nour I made them, for fo I interpreted my fub- 
miflive Behaviour, foon drove out thofe Imagina- 
tions. Befides, I now confidered my fclf as bound 
by the Laws of Hofpitality to a People who had 
treated me with fo much Expence and Magnifi- 
cence, However, in niy Thoughts I could not 
fufficiently wonder at the Intrepidity of thefe dimi- 
nutive Mortals, who durft venture to mount and 
walk on my Body, while one of my Hands w^s 
at Liberty, without trembling at the very Sijght of 
fo prodigious a Creature as I muft appear to them. 
After fome Time, when they obferved, th2^t I made 
no more Demands for Meat, there appeared be- 
fore me a Perfon of high Rank from his Imperial 
Majefty. His Excellency having mounted on tl^e 
Snull of my right Leg, advanced forwards up to 
my Face, with about a Dozen of his Retinue ; 
and producing his Credentials under the Signet 
Royal, which he applied clofe to mine Eyes, fpoke 
about ten Minutes, without any Signs of Anger, 
but with a Kind of determinate Refolutioi) -, often 
pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found 
was towards the Capital City, about half a Mile 
diftant, whither it was agreed by his Majefty in 
Cbuncil that I muft be conveyed, I anfwered in 
few Words, but to no Purpofe, and made a Sign 
with my Hand that was loofe, putting it to the 
other, fbut over his Excellency's Head, for fear of 
hurting him or his Train) and then to my own 
Head and Body, to fignify that I defired my Li- 
berty. It appeared that he undcrftood me well e- 
noughf fpr he (hook his Head by way of Difap- 
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probation, and held Kjs Hand in a Pofture to fhew 
that I muft be carried as a Prifoncr. However, 
he made other Signs to let me underftand, that 
I (hould have Meat and Drink enough, and ve- 
ry good Treatment. Whereupon I onoe more 
thought of attempting to break my Bonds ; but a- 
gain, when I felt the Smart of their Arrows upon 
my Face and Hands, which were all in Blifters, 
and many of the Darts ftill flicking in them ; and 
obferving likcwife, that the Number of my Ene- 
mies encreaied ; I gave Tokens to let them know 
that they might do with me what they pleafed. Up- 
c»i this, the Hurgo and his Train withdrew, with 
much Civility and cheerful Cbuntenances. Soon 
after I heard a general Shout, with frequent Repe- 
titions of the Words, PeplomSdau^ and I felt great 
Numbers of the People on my left Side relaxing 
the Cords to fuch a Degree, that I was able to turn 
upon my right, and to eafe my felf with making 
Water ; which I very plentifully did, to the great 
Aflonifhment of the People, who conjefturing by 
my Motions what I was going to do, immediately 
opened to the right and left on that Side, to a- 
void the Torrent which fell with fuch Noife 
and Violence from me. But before this, they had 
dawbed my Face and both my Uaads wkh a Sort 
of Ointment very pleafant to the Smell, which in 
a few Minutes removed all the Smart of their Ar- 
rows. Thefe Circumftances^ added to the Rc- 
frelhment I had received by their Viduals and 
Drink, which were very nourilhing, diipofed me 
to fleep. I flept about eight Hours a^ was after- 
wards alTured ; and it was no Wonder ; for the 
Phyficians, by the Emperor's Order, had mingled 
a flceping Potion in the Hpglheads of Wine, 
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It fcemsy that upon the firft Moment I was 
difcovered fleeping on the Ground after my land- 
ing, the Cmperor had early Notice of it by an 
Expreis ; and determined in G)uncil, that I fhouM 
be tyed in the Manner I have related ("which was 
done in the Night while I flept) that Plenty of Meat 
and Drink flioutd be fent me, and a Machine pre- 
pared to carry me to the Capiul City. 
\ This Reiolution perhap may appear very bold 
and dangerous, and I am confident would not be 
imitated by any Prince in Europe on the like Oc* 
calion ; however, in my Opinion, it was extremely 
Prudent as well as Generous. For, fuppofing thefe 
Pec^le had endeavoured to kill me with their 
%ears and Arrows while 1 was afleep ; I fliould 
certainly have awaked with the firft Senfe of 
Smart, which might {o far have rouzed my Rage 
and Strength, as to enable me to break the Strings 
wherewith I was tyed ; after which, as they were 
not able to make Refiftance, 6) they could expeft 
<io Mercy; 

These People are moft excellent Mathemati- 
cians, and arrived to a great Perfedipn in Mecha- 
Dicks, by the Countenance and Encouragement of 
the £mpa:or, who is a renowned Patron of Learn- 
ing. This Prince hath ieveral Machines fixed on 
Wheels, for the Carriage of Trees and other great 
Weights. He often buildeth his largeft Men of 
War, whcrtoi ibme are nine Foot long, in the 
Woods where the Tio^r grows, and has them 
carried on thefe Engines three or four luindred 
Yards to the Sea. Five hundred Carpenters and 
Engineers were immediately fet at work to prepare 
the greateft Engine they had. It was a Frame of 
Wood railed three Inches from the Ground, about 
icven Foot long and four wide^ moving upon 
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twenty two Wheels. The Shout I heard, was up- 
on the Arrival of this Engine, which, it feems, fet 
out in four Hours after my Landings It was 
brought parallel to me [as I lay. But the principal 
Difficulty was to raife and place me in this Vehicle. 
Eighty Poles, each of one Foot high, were ercfted 
for this Purpofe, and very ftrong Gords of the Big- 
nefs of Packthread were faftened by Hooks to mar 
ny Bandages, which the Workmen had girt round 
my Neck, my Hands, my Body, and my Legs. 
Nine hundred of the ftrongcft Men were employed 
to draw up thefe Cords by inany. Pullies faftned on 
the Poles ; arid thus in lefs than three Hours, I 
was raifed and flung into the Engine, and thece ty- 
ed faft. All this I was told •, for while the whole 
Operation was performing, I lay in a profound 
Sleep, by the Force of that foporiferous Medicine 
infufed into my Liquor. Fifteen hMnd^^ed of the 
Emperor's largeft Horfes, each about fdur Inches 
and a half high, were employed to draw me to- 
wards the Metropolis, which, as I faid, was half a 
Mile diftant. 

About four Hours after we began our Journey, 
I awaked by a very ridiculous Accident ; for the 
Carriage being ftopt a while to adjuft fomething 
that was out of Order, two or three of the young 
Natives had the Curicfity to fee how I looked 
when I was afleep ; they climbed up into the En- 
gine, and advancing vfery foftly to my Face, one 
of them, an Officer in the Guards, put the iharp 
End of his Half- Pike a good Way «p into my left 
Noftril, which tickled my Nofe like a Straw, and 
made me fneeze violently: Whereupon they ftole 
off unperceived ; and it was three Weeks before I 
knew the Caufe of my awaking fo fuddenly. We 
i^ajde a long March the remaining Part of the 
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^Day, and rcfted at Night with five hundred Guards 
on each Side of me, half with Torches, and half 
with Bows and Arrows ready to fhoot me if I 
fliould oflFcr to ftir. The next Morning at Sun- 
rife we continued our March j and arrived within 
two hundred Yards of the City-Gates about Noon- 
The Emperor, and all his Court, came out to meet 
us ', but his great Officers would by no Means faf- 
fer his Majefty to endanger his Perfon by mount- 
ing on my Body, 

At the Place where the Carriage ftopt, thert 
ftood an ancient Temple, eftcemcd to be the largeft 
in the whole Kingdom ; which having been pol- 
luted fome Years before by an unnatural Murder, 
was, according to the Zeal of thofe People, looked 
upon as Prophane, and therefore had been applied 
to common Ufe, and all the Ornaments and Furni- 
ture carried away. In this Edifice it was determine 
ed I fhould lodge. The great Gate fronting to the 
Nojth was about four Feet high, and almoft two 
Feet wide, through which I could eafily creep. On 
each Side of the Gate was a fnrtiall Window not a- 
bove fix Inches from the Ground ; Into that on the 
left Side, the King's Smiths conveyed fourfcore 
and eleven Chains, like thofe that hang to a Lady's 
Watch in Europe^ and almoft as large, which were 
locked to my Left Leg with fix and thirty Pad- 
locks. Over againft this Temple, on the other 
Side of the great Highway, at' twenty Feet Dif- 
tance, there was a Turret ^x. leaft five Feet high. 
Here the Emperor afcended with many principal 
Lords of his Court, to have an Opportunity of 
viewing me, as I was told, for I could not fee 
them. It was reckoned that above an hundred 
thouiand Inhabitants came out of the Town upon 
the fame Errand ; and in fpight of rpy Guards, I 
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believe there could not be fewer than ten thoufand, 
at feveral Times, who mounted upon my Body by 
the Help of Ladders. But a Proclamation was 
foon iffued to forbid it, upon pain of Death. Whea 
the Workmen found it was impoflible for me to 
break loofe, they cut all the Strings that bound me ; 
whereupon I rofe up with as melancholy a Difpo- 
fition as ever I had in my Life. But the Noife 
and Aftonifliment of the People at feeing me rife 
and walk, are not to be exprefled. The Chains 
that held my left Leg were about two Yards long, 
and gave me notx)nly the Liberty of walking back- 
wards and forwards in a Semi-circle *, but being 
fixed within four Inches of the Gate, allowed me to 
creep in, and lie at my full Length in the Temple. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR IL 

1^ Emperor ^Lilliput, attended by feveral of 
the Nobility y comes to fee the Author in bis Confine^ 
ment. The Emperor* s Perjon and Habit defcribed. 
Learned Men appointed to teach the Author their 
Language. He gains Favour by his mild Difpofi- 
tion. His Pockets arefearched^ and his Sword and 
Piftols taken from him. 

H E N I found my felf on my Feet, 
I looked about me, and muft confels 
1 never beheld a more entertaining 
Profpcd. The Country round ap- 
peared like a continued Garden ; and 
the inclofed Fields, which were ge- 
nerally forty Feet Square, refembled io many Beds of 
Flowers. Thefe Fields were intermingled with 
Woods of half a Stang, and the talleft Trees, as I 
could judge, appeared to be feven Feet high. I 
viewed the Town on my left Hand, which looked 
like the painted Scene of a City in a Theatre. 

I HAD been for fome Hours extremely preffed 
by the Neceffities of Nature •, which was no Won- 
der, it being almoft two Days fince I had laft dif- 
burthened my felf. I was under great Difficulties 
between Urgency and Shame. The bcft Expedi- 
ent 
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cnt I could think on, was to creep into my Houfe^ 
which I acccmiingiy did ; and (hutting the Gate af^ 
tcr me^ I went as far as the Length of my Chain 
would fuflfer j and difchai^d my Body of that un- 
cafy Load. But this was the only Time I was e- 
vcr guilty of fo uncleanly art Aftion ; for which I . 
cannot but hope the candid Reader will give fomie 
Allowance, after he hath maturely and impartially 
confidered my Cafe, and the Diftrels I was in. 
From this Time my conftant Pradlice was, as foon 
as I rofe, to perform that Bufmefs in open Air, at ^ 
the full Extent of my Chain ; and due Care was ta- 
ken every Morning before Company came, that 
the offenfive Matter ftiould be carried off in Wheel- 
barrows, by two Servants appointed for that Pur- 
pofe. I would not have dwelt fo long upon a Cir- 
cumftance, that perhaps at. firft Sight may appear 
not very momentous •, If ti had not thought it ne- 
ccffary to juftify my Char^fter in Point of Cleanli- 
nefs to the World ; which I am told, fome of my 
Maligners have been pleafcd, upon this and other 
Occafions, to call in Queftion. 

When this Adventure was at an End, I came 
back out of my Houfe, havmg Occafion for frefh 
Air. The Emperor was already defcended from 
the Tower, and, advancing on Horfeback towards 
me, which had like to have coft him dear ; for the 
Beaft, although very well trained, yet wholly unufcd 
to fuch a Sight, which appeared, as if a Mountain 
moved before him, reared up on his hinder Feet : 
But that Prince, who is an excellent Horfeman, 
kept his Seat, until his Attendants ran in, and held 
the Bridle, while his Majefty had Time todifmount. 
When he alighted, he furveyed me round with great 
Admiration, but kept beyond the Length of my 
Chains. He ordered his Cooks and Butlers, who 

were 
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were already prepared, to give me Viduals and 
Drink, which they puflied forward in a Sort of Ve- 
hicles upon Wheels until I could reach them. I 
took thefe Vehicles, and foon emptied them all 
twenty of them were filled with Meat, and ten 
with Liquor ; each of the former afforded me two 
or three good Mouthfuls, and I emptied the Liquor 
of ten Veffels, which was contained in earthen Vi- 
als, into one Vehicle, drinking it off at a Draught ; 
and fo I did with the reft. The Emprefs, and young 
Princes of the Blood, of both Sexes, attended by 
many Ladies, fate at fome Diftance in their Chairs ; 
but upon the Accident that happened to the Em- 
peror's Horfe, they alighted, and came near his Per- 
fon ; which I am now going to defcribe. He is 
taller by almoft the Breadth of my Nail, than any 
of his Court •, which aldne is enough to ftrike an 
Awe into the Beholders. '. His Features are ftrong 
and mafculine, with an j^uftrian Lip, and arched 
Nofe, his Complexion olive, his Countenance ereft, 
his Body and Limbs well proportioned, all his Mo- 
lions graceful, and his Deportment majeftick. He 
was then paft his f^ime, being twenty-eight Years 
and three Quarters old, of which he had reigned a- 
bout feven, in great Felicity, and generally vidori- 
ous. For the better Convenience of beholding him, 
I Jay on my Side, fothat my Face was parallel to his, 
and he ftood but three Yards off : However, I have 
had him fince many Times in my Hand, and 
therefore cannot be deceived in the Defcription. 
His Dreis was very plain and fimple, the Fafhion 
of it between the Aftatick and the European ; but he 
had on his Head a light Helmet of Gold, adorned 
with Jewels, and a Plume on the Creft. He held 
his Sword drawn in his Hand, to defend himfelf^ if 
I ihould happen to break loofe ; it was almoft three 
Vol. III. C Inches 
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Inches long, the Hilt and Scabbard were Gold en- 
riched with Diamonds. His Voice was ftirill but 
very clear and articulate, and I could diftinclly 
hear it when I flood up. The Ladies and Courtis- 
ers were all inoft magnificently clad, fo that the 
iSpot they flood upon feemed to refemble a Petti- 
coat fpread on the Ground, embroidered with Fi- 
gures of Gold and Silver. His Imperial Majefty 
fpoke often to me, and I returned Anfwers, but 
neither of us could underftand a Syllable. There 
were feveral of his Priefts and Lawyers prefent (as 
I conjeftured by their Habits) who were command- 
ed to addrefs themfelves to me, and I fpoke to them 
in as many Languages as I had the leaft Smattering 
of, which^ were High and Low-Dutch, Latinj 
French^ Spanijh, Italian^ and Lvigua Franca ; but 
all to no Purpofe, After about two Hours the 
Court retired, and I was left with a ftrong Guard, 
to prevent the Impertinence, and probably the Ma- 
lice of the Rabble, who were very impatient to 
croud about me as near as they durft ; and fome of 
them had the Imprudence to ftioot their Arrows at 
me as I fate on the Ground by the Eoor of my 
Houfe ; whereof one very narrowly miffed my 
Left Eye. But the Colonel ordered fix of the 
Ringleaders to be fcized, and thought no Punifli- 
ment fo proper as to deliver them bound into my 
Hands, which fome of his Soldiers accordingly did,' 
pulhing diem forwards with the But-ends of their 
Pikes into my Reach: I took them all in my 
Right Hand, put five of them into ipy Coat- 
pocket •, and as to the Sixth, I made a Countenance 
as if I would eat him alive. The poor Man fqual- 
led terribly, and the Colonel and his Officers were 
in much Pain, efpecially when they faw me take 
out my Penknife : But I foon put them out of 
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Fear; for, looking mildly, and immediately cut- 
ting the Strings he was bound with, I fet hind 
gently on the Ground, and away he ran. I treated 
the re(J: in the fame Manner, taking them one by 
one out of my Pocket ; and I obferved, both the 
Soldiers. and People were highly obliged at this 
Mark of my Clemency, which was rcprefented very 
much to my Advantage at Q>urt. 

Towards Night I got with fome Difficulty in- 
to my Houfc, where I lay on the Ground, and con- 
tinued to do fo about a Fortnight ; during which 
Time the Emperor gave Orders to have a Bed pre- 
pared for me. Six hundred Beds of the common 
Meafure were brought in Carriages, and worked up 
in my Houfe ; an hundred and fifty of their Beds 
fown together made up the Breadth and Length, and 
thefc were four double, which however kept me but 
very indifferently from the Hardpefs of the Floor^ 
that was of fmooth Stone. By tlie fame Computa- 
tion they provided me with Sheets, Blankets, and 
Coverlets, tolerable enough for one who had been fo 
long enured to Hardlhips as I. 

As the News of my Arrival fpread through the 
Kingdom, it brought prodigious Numbers of rich, 
idle, and curious People to fee me ; fo that the Vil- 
lages were almod emptied, and great Neglect of 
Tillage and Houfliold Affairs mult have enfued, if 
his Imperial Majefty had not provided by feveral 
Proclamations and Orders of State againft this In- 
conveniency. He direftcd that thofe, who had at- 
ready beheld oie, fhould return home, and not pre* 
fume to come within fifty Yards of my Houfe,* 
without Licence from Court ; whereby the Secrcta- 
lies of State got confidcraWe Fees. 

In the mean Time, the Emperor held frequent 
Councils to debate what Courfe Ihould be t^kea 
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with me ; and, I was afterwards afTured by a particOf- 
lar Friend, a Perfon of great Quality, who was as 
much in the Secret as any j that the Court was un- 
der many Difficulties concerning me. They.appre- 
hended my breaking loofe 5 that my Diet woald be 
very expenfive, and might caufe a Famine. Some- 
times they determined to ftarve me, or at lead to 
flioot me in the Face and Hands with poifoned Ar- 
rows, which would foon difpatch me ; But again 
they confidered, that the Stench of fo large a Car- 
cafe might produce a Plague in the Metropolis, and 
probably fpread through the whole Kingdom. In 
the Midft of thefe Confultations, fcvefal Officers of 
the Army went to the Door of the Great Council- 
Chamber -, and two of them being admitted^ gave 
an Account of my Behaviour to the fix Criminals 
above-mentioned ; which made fo favourable an 
Impreflion in the Breaft of his Majefty, and the 
whole Board, in my Behalf, that an Imperial Com* 
miflion was iffued out, obliging all the Villages nine 
hundred Yards round the City, to deliver in every 
Morning fix Beeves, forty Sheep, and other Viftuals 
for my Suftenance ; together with a proportionable 
Quantity of Bread and Wine, and other Liquors t 
For the due Payment of which his Majefty gave Af- 
fignments upon his Treafury. For this Prince lives 
chiefly upon his own Demefnes; feldom, except 
upon great Occafions, raifing any Subfidies upon his 
Subje6ks, who are bound to attend him in his Wan 
at their own Expence. An EftaUilhment was alfo 
made of fix hundred Perfons to be my Domefticks, 
who had Board- Wages allowed for their Mainte- 
nance, and Tents built for them very conveniently 
on each Side of my Dbor. It was likewife ordered ^ 
that three hundred Taylors fliould make me a Suit 
of Cloaths after the Fafhion of the Country ^ That^ 
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fix of his Majefty's greatcft Scholars Ihould be cm- 
ployed to inltruA me in their Language: And 
laftly, that the Emperor's Horfes, and thofe of the 
Nobility, and Troops of Guards, fhould be cxercif- 
ed in my Sight, to accuftom themfclves to me. All 
thefe Orders were duly put in Execution \ and in 
^bout three Weeks I made a great Progrefs in 
learning their Language ; during which Time, 
the Emperor frequently honoured me with his Vi- 
fits, and was pleafed to affift my Mafters in teach- 
ing me. We began already to converfe together 
in (bme Sort ; and the firft Words I learnt, were to 
cxprefs my Dcfire, that he would pleafe to give mc 
my Liberty -, which I every Day repeated on my 
Knees. His Anfwer, as I could apprehend, was, 
that this muft be a Work of Time, not to be thought 
on without the Advice of his Council ; and that firft 
I muft humos keimin pejfo defmar Ion Empofo ; that 
is. Swear a Peace zvith bit^ and bis Ktngdoti^. How* 
ever, that I fhould be uftd with all Kindncfs :$ and 
be advifed me to acquire by my Patience and dif- 
creet Behaviour, the good Opinion of himfelf figd 
his Subjefts. ^e defired I would not take it ill, if 
he gave Orders to certain proper Officers to iearch 
me 5 for probably I nwght carry about me feirenbl 
Weapons, which muft needs be dangerous Things, 
if they anfwered the Bulk of fo prodigious a Perfon. 
I faid, hisMajefty fhould be fatisfied, for I was rea- 
dy to ftrip my felf, and turn up my Pockets before 
him. This I delivered. Part in Words, and Part 
in Signs. He replied, that by the Laws of the 
Kingdom, I muft be fearched by two of his Offi- 
cers : That he knew this could not be done without 
my Confcnt and Affiftancc : That he had fo good 
an Opinion of my (jenerofity and Juftice, as to 
truft their Pcrfons in my Hands : That whatever 

/ ^ they 
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they took from me fhould be returned when I lefc 
the Country, or paid for at the Rate which I would 
fet upon them. I took up the two Officers in my 
Hands, put them firft into my Coat- Pockets, and 
then into every other Pocket about me, except my 
two Fob^, ahd jinother fecret Pocket which I had 
no Mind ftiould be fearched, wherein I had fome 
litde Neceflkries of no Confequence to any but my 
felf. In one of my Fobs there was a Silver Watch, 
and in the other a fmall Quantity of Gold in a 
Purfe. Thefe Gendemen, having Pen, Ink, and 
Paper about them, made an exai^ Inventory of 
every Thing they (aw ; and when they had done, 
defired I would fet them down, that they might de- 
liver it to the Emperor. This Inventory 1 after- 
wards tranflated into ^ngUJb^ and is Word for 
Word as follows. 

- Imprimis, In the Right Coat-Pocket of the 
Great Man Mountain (for to I interpret the Words 
^inbus Flefirin) after the ftrideft Search, we found 
only one great Piece of coarfe Cloth, large enough 
to^be a Foot-Cloth for your Majcfty's chief Room 
of State. In the Left Pocket, we faw a h^ge Sil- 
ver Cheft, with a Cover of the fame Metal, which 
we, the Searchers, were not able to lift. We de- 
fired it Ihould be opened.; and one of us ftepping 
into it, found himfclf up to the mid-Leg in a Sore 
of Duft, fome Part whereof flying up to our Faces, 
fet us both a fneezing for feveral Times together. 
In his Right Waiftcoat- Pocket, we found a prodi- 
gious Bundle of white thin Subftances, folded one 
over. another, about the Bignefs of three Men, tied 
with a ftrong Cable, and marked with black Ej- 
gurcs", which we humbly conceive to be Writings ; 
every Letter ^Imoft half as large as the Palm of 
our Hands; In the Left there was a 3oit of En- 
' ;' ' * • ' gine. 
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ginc, from the Back of which were extended twen- 
ty long Poles, fefembling the Pallifado*s before 
your Majefty's Court ; wherewith we4onjefture the 
Man Mountain combs his Head ; for we did not 
always trouble him with Queftions, becaufe we 
found it a great Difficulty to make him underftand 
us. In the large Pocket on the Right Side of his 
piddle Cover, (fo I tranflate the Word Ranfu^Lo^ 
by which they meant my Breeches) we faw a hollow 
Pillar of Iron, about the Length of a Man, fatten- 
ed to a ftrong Piece of Timber, larger than the 
'Pillar ; and upon one Side of the Pillar were huge 
Pieces of Iron flicking out, cut into Itrange Figures ; 
which we know not what to make of. In the Left 
Pocket, another Engine of the fame Kind, In the 
f mailer Pocket on the Right Side, were feveral 
round flat Pieces of white and red Metal, of difFe- 
jent Bulk : Some of the wKite, which feemed to be 
Silver, were fo large and heavy, that my Comrade 
an.d I could hardly lift them. In the Left Pocket 
were two black Pillars irregularly (haped ; we 
could not, without Difficulty, reach the Top of 
them as we flood at the Bottom of his Pocket: 
One of them was covered, and feemed all of a 
Piece ; but at the upper End of the other, there 
.appeared a white round Subftance, about twice the 
Bignefs of our Heads. Within each of thefe was 
inclofed a.prodigious Plate of Steel ; which, by our 
Orders we obliged him to fhew us, becaufe we ap- 
prehended they might be dangerous Engines. He 
took thern out of their Cafes, and told us, that in 
his own Country his Praftice was to (have his Beard 
with one of thefe, and to cut his Meat with the o- 
ther. There were two Pockets which we could not 
enter : Thefe he called his Fobs ; they were two 
large Slits cyt into the Top of his middle Cover, 

but 
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but fqucezed clofe by the Preflure of his Belly. 
Out of the Right Fob' hung a great Silver Chain, 
with a wonderful Kind of Engine at the Bottom. 
We direfted him to draw out whatever was at the 
End of that Chain ; which appeared to be a Globe, 
half Silver, and half of fome tranfparent Meul : 
For on the tranfparent Side we faw certain ftrange 
Figures circularly drawn, and thought we coqld 
touch them, until we found our Fingers flopped 
with that lucid Subftance. Re put this Engine to 
our Ears, which made an inceflant Noife like that 
of a Water-Mill : And we conjedure it is either 
fome unknown Animal, or the God that he wor- 
fliips : But we are more inclined to the latter Opi- 
nion, becaufe he afTured us, (if we underftood him 
right, for he exprcfTed himfelf very imperfeftlyj 
that he feldom did any Thing without confulting it. 
He called it his Oracle, and faid it pointed out the 
Time for every Adion of his Life. From the Left 
Fob he took oqt a Net almoft large enough for a 
Fiflierman, but contrived to open and (hut like a 
Purfe, and ferved him for the fame Ufe : We found 
therein feyeral malfy Pieces of yellow Metal, which 
If they be of real Gold, muft be of immenfe Value. 
Having thus, in Obedience to your Majefty's 
Cpmmands, diligently fearched all his Pockets •, wp 
obfcrved a Girdle about his Waift made of the 
Hyde of fome prodigious Animal ; from which, 
on the Left Side, hung a Sword of the Length of 
five Men ; and on the Right, a Bag or Pouch di- 
vided into two Cells -, each Cell capable of holding 
three of your Majefty's Spbjefts. In one pf thefe 
Cells were feveral Globes or Balls of a moft ponde- 
rous Metal, about the Bignels of our Heads, and 
required a ftrong Hand to lift them: The othef 
l^^cll contained a Heap of certain black Grains, but 
"■ ■ ■ ■'. ' of 
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of lid great Bulk or Weight, for we could hold a- 
bove fifty of them in the Palms of our Hands, 

This is an exaft Inventory of what we found a- 
bout the Body of the Man Mountain ; who ufed us 
with great Civility, and due Rcfpeft to your Ma- 
tty's Commifiion. Signed and Sealed on the fourth 
Day of the eighty ninth Moon of your Majefty's 
aufpiqious Reign« 

Clefrcn Frelock^ Marft Fnlock. 



When this Inventory was read over to the Em- 
peror, he direftcd me to deliver up the feveral Par- 
ticulars. He firft called for my Scymiter, which I 
cook out. Scabbard and all. In the mean Time he 
ordered three thoufand of hischoiceil Troops, who 
then attended him, to furround me at a Diftance, 
with their Bows and Arrows juft ready todifcharge t 
But I did not obfcrve it ; for mine Eyes were whol- 
ly fixed upon hisi Majefty. He then defired me to 
draw my Scymiter, which, although JLhad got 
fome Ruft by the Sea- Water, was in mott Rtrts ex- 
ceeding bright. I did fo, and immediately all the 
Troops gave a Shout between Terror and Surprize ; 
for the Sun fbone clear, and the Refleftion dazzled 
thejir Eyes, as I waved the Scymiter to and fi-oin my 
Hand^ Hi$ Majefty, who is a moft magnanimous 
Prince, was lefs daunted than I could exped ; he 
ordered me to return it into the Scabbard, and caft 
it on the Ground as gently as I could, about fix Foot 
from the End of my Chain. The next Thing he 
demanded was one of the hollow Iron Pillars, by 
which he meant my Pocket Piftol^. I drew it out, 
and at his Defire, as well as I oould, exprefled to him 
(he Ufc of \i^ and charging it only wit)i Powder, 

which 
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which by the Clofencls of my Pouch, happened to 
cfcape wetting in the Sea, (an Inconvenience that all 
prudent Mariners take fpqcial Care to prpvide a- 
gainft) I firft cautioned the Emperor not to be a- 
ft-aid ; and then I let it oflF in the Air. The Afto- 
D^flunent here was much greater than at the Sight of 
my Scy miter. Hundreds. fell ^aym as if they had 
been ftruck dead 5 and even the Emperor, although 
he ftood his Ground, could not recover himfelf in 
fome Time. I delivered up both my Piftols in the 
fame Manner as I had done my Scy miter, and then 
my Poucl^ pf Powder and Bullets ; begging him, 
tlut the former might be kept from Fire •, for it 
would kindle with the ihialleft Spark, and blow up 
his Imperial Palace into the Aij?. Ilikewife deli- 
yered up pay Watch, which the Emperor was very 
curious to fee ; and comtpanded two of his tallefl: 
Yeomen of the Guards to bear it on a Pole upon 
their Shoulders, as Dray-4iien in England dp a Bar- 
rel of Ale. He was amazed at the continual Noife 
it made, and the Motion of the Minute-hand, which 
he could eafily diicern *, for their Sight is much 
ptore acute than ours, : He asked the Opinions of 
his learned Men about him, which were various and 
remote, as fhe Reader may w^ll imagine without 
my repeating ; although, indeed, I could not very 
perfectly underftand them. I then gave up m^ 
Silver and Copper Money, my Purfc with nine 
large Pieces of Gold, and fome fmallcr ones •, my 
Knife and Razor, my Comb and Silver Snuff-Box, 
my Handkerchief and Journal Book. My Scymi- 
ter, Piftols and Pouch, were conveyed in Carriages 
to his Majefty's Stores 5 but the reft of my Goods 
were returned me. 

I HAD, as I before obferved, one private Pocket 
iwhich cfcaped t(ieir 5evcht wherein there wa? .a 
» Pair 



Digitized 



by Google 



*i' 



jf Voyage to Lilliput. 27 

Pair of Speftacles f which I fometimcs ufe for the 
Weaknefs of mine Eycs^ a Pocket Perfpcftivc, and 
feveral other little Conveniencies, which being of 
no Confcquence to the Emperor, I did not think 
my fclf bound in Honour to difcoyer ; and I ap- 
prehended they might be loft or fpoiled if I ven* 
t\ired them out of my Poflelfion. 
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CHAP. Ill, 

5i&^ Author dpi^fts the Emperor and his NohUity 
of both Sexes in a very uncommon Manner. The 
Diver/tons of the Courf of hiLLiPVT defcribed. 
The Author hath bis Liberty granted him upon cfT" 
tain Conditions. 

fY Gentlenefs and good Behaviour 
|ii had gained fo far on the Emperor 
\ and his Court, and ind/ecd upon the 

JAritiy and People in general, that I 
began to conceive Hopes of getting 
^ my Liberty in a fhort Time. I took 
all pofRble Methods to cultivate this favourable Dif- 
pofition. The Natives came by Degrees to be lels 
apprehenfive of any Danger from me. I would 
fometimes lie down, and let five or fix of them 
dance on my Hand. And at laft the Boys and Girls 
would venture to come and play at Hide and Seek 
in my Hair. I had no\y made a good Progrefs in 
underftanding and fpeaking their Language. The 
Emperor had a mind one Day to entertain me 
with feveral of the Country Shows •, wherein they ex- 
ceed all Nations I have known, both for Dexterity 
and Magnificence. I was diverted with none fo 

much 
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much as that of the Ropc-Dancers, performed up- 
on a {lender white Thread, extended about two 
Foot, and twelve Inches from the Ground. Upon 
whidi I fliall defirc Liberty, with the Reader's 
Patience, to enlarge a little. 

Th is Divcrfion is only praftifed by thofe Per- 
fons who are Candidates for great Employments, 
and high Favour, at Court. They are trained in 
this Art froip their Youth, and are not always of 
noble Birth, or liberal Education. When a great 
Office is vacant, either by Death or Difgrace, 
(which often happens) five or fix of thofe Candi- 
dates petition the Emperor to entertain his Majefty 
and the Court with a Dance on the Rope \ and 
whoever jumps the higheft without falling, fuc- 
ceeds in the Office. Very often the cTiief Mini- 
fters themfclves are commanded to (hew their Skill, 
and to convince the Emperor that they have not 
loft their Faculty. Flimnap^ the Trcafurer, is al- 
lowed to cut a Caper on the ftrait Rope, at leaft an 
Inch higher than any other Lord in the whole Em- 
pire. I have feen him do the Summerfct feveral 
Times together, upon a Trencher fixed on the Rope, 
which is no thicker than a common Packthread in 
England. My Friend Reldrejal^ principal Secreta- 
ry for private Affairs, is, in my Opinion, if I am 
not partial, the fecond after the Treafurer ; the reft 
of the great Officers are much upon a Par. 

These Diverfions arc often attended with fatal 
Accidents, whereof great Numbers are on Record. 
I my felf have feen two or three Candidates break 
a Limb. But the Danger is much greater, when 
the Minifters themfelves are commanded to fhew 
their Dexterity : For, by contending to excel them- 
felves and their Fellows, they ftrain fo far, that 
there is hardly one of them who hath not received 
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a Fall ; and fomc of them two or three. I was 
affured, that a Year or two before my Arrival^ 
Flinmap would have infallibly broke his Neck, if 
one of the King^s Cujhionsy that accidentally lay on 
the Ground, had not weakned the Force of his 
Fall. 

There is likewife another Diverfion, which is 
only fhewn before the Emperor and Emprcfs, and 
firft Minifter, upon particular OccaOons. The 
Emperor lays on a Table three fine filken Threads, 
of fix Inches long^ One is Blue, the other Red, 
and the third Green. Thefe threads are propofed 
as Prizes, for thofe Perfonswhom the Emperor hath 
a mind to diftinguifh by a particular Mark of his 
J**avour. The Ceremony is performed in his Ma- 
jetty's great Chamber of State ; where the Candi- 
dates are to undergo a Tryal of Dexterity very dif- 
ferent from the former, and fuch as I have not ob- 
ferved the leaft Refemblance of in any other Coun- 
try of the old or the new World. The Emperor 
holds a Stick in his Hands, both Ends parallel to 
the Horrifon, while the Candidates advancing one 
by one, fometimes leap over the Stick, fometimes 
creep under it backwards and forwards fev«ral 
Times, according as the Stick is advanced ordepref- 
fed. Sometimes the Emperor holds one End of 
the Stick, and his firft Minifter the other ; fome- 
times the Minifter hath it entirely to himfelf. 
Whoever performs his Part with moft Agility, and 
holds out the longeft in leaping and creeping^ is 
rewarded with the Blue-coloured Silk ; the Red is 
given to the next, and the Green to the third, 
which they all wear girt twice round about the 
Middle ; and yoa fee few great Perfons about this 
Court, who are not adorned with one of thefe 
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The Horfcs of the Army, and thofc of the 
Roydl Stables, having been daily led before me» 
were no longer Ihy, but would come up to m^ 
very Feet, without ftarting. The Riders would 
leap them over my Hand as I held it on the Ground ; 
and one of the Emperor's Huntfmen, upon. a large 
Courfer, took my Foot, Shoe and all -, which was 
indeed a prodigious Leap. I had the good Fortune 
to divert the Emperor one Day, after a very extra* 
ordinary Mantier. I defired he would order feve- 
ral Sticks of two Foot high, and the Thicknels of 
an ordinary Cane, to be brought me ; whereupon 
his Majefty commanded the Mafter of his Woods 
to give Diredions accordingly ; and the next Morn- 
ing, fix Wood-men arrived with as many Carriages, 
drawn by eight Horfes to each. I took nine of 
thefe Sticks, and fixing them firmly in the Ground 
in a Quadrangular Figure, two Foot and a half 
Iquare ; I took four other Sticks, and tied them 
parallel at each Corner, about two Foot from the 
Ground •, then I fattened my Handkerchief to the 
nine Sticks that flood erefted ; and extended it on 
all Sides, until it was as tight as the Top of a Drum ; 
and the four parallel Sticks rifing ab9ut five Inches 
higher than the Handkerchief, fcrved as Ledges on 
each Side. When I had finifhed my Work, I de- 
fired the Emperor to let a Troop of his beft Horfe, 
twenty four in Number, come and exercife upon 
this Plain. His Majefty approved of the Propofal^ 
and I took them up one by one in my Hands, rea- 
dy mounted and armed, with the proper Ofiicers 
to exercife them. As foon as they got into Order^ 
they divided into two Parties, performed mock 
Skirmifties, difcharged blunt Arrows, drew their 
Swords, fled and purfued, attacked and retired; 
and in (hort dilcovcrcd the beft military Difcipline 
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I cvjer beheld. The parallel Sticks fecured them 
and their Horfes from falling over the Stage ; and 
the Emperor was fo much delighted, that he or- 
dered this Entertainment to be repeated fcveral 
Days ; and once was pleafed to be lifted up, and 
give the Word of Command 5 and, with great Dif- 
ficulty, perfuaded ct^en the Emprefs her felf to let 
me hold her in her clofe Chair, within two Yards 
of the Stage, from whence (he was able to take a , 
full View of the whole Performance. It was my 
good Fortune that no ill Accident happened in thefe 
Entertainments J only once a fiery Horfe that be- 
longed to one of the Captains, pawing with his 
Hoof, ftruck a hoi? in my Handkerchief, and his 
Foot flipping, he overthrew his Rider and himfelf ; 
but I immediately relieved them both : For, cover- 
ing the Hole with one Hand, I fet down the 
Troop with the other, in the fame Manner as I 
took them up. The Horfe that fell was ftrained in 
the left Shoulder", but the Rider got no Hurt ; and 
I repaired my Handkerchief as well as I could : 
However I wculd not truft to the Strength of it 
any more in fuch dangerous Enterprises. 

About two or three Days before I was fet at 
Liberty, as I was entertaining the Court with thefe 
Kinds of Feats, there arrived an Exprefs to inform 
his Majefty, that feme of his Subjefts riding near 
the Place where I was firft taken up, had {tm. a 
great black Subftance lying on the Ground, very 
oddly fhaped, extending its Edges round as wide as 
his Majefty*s Bed-chamber, and rifing up in the 
Middle as high as a Man : That it was no living 
Creature, as they at firft apprehended ; for it lay 
on the Grafs Without Motion, and fome of them 
hi i walked round it fcveral Times : That by mount- 
i.ig upon each others Shoulders, they had got to the 
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Top which was flat and even ; and, 'ftamping 
upon it, they found it was hollow within : That 
they humbly conceived it might be fomething be- 
longing to the Man-Mountain ; and if his Majcfty 
pleafed, they would undertake to bring it with only 
five Horfes. I prefently knew what they meant ; 
and was glad at Heart to receive this Intelligence. 
It feems, upon my firft reaching the Shore, after 
our Shipwreck, I was in fuch Confufion, that be- 
fore I came to the Place where I went to fleep, my 
Hat, which I had fattened with a String to my 
Head while I was rowing, and had ftuck on all the 
Time I was fwimming, fell off after I came to 
Land ; the String, as I conjedlure, breaking by 
fome Accident which I never obferved, but thought 
my Hat had been loft at Sea. I intreated his Im* 
perial Majefty to give Orders it might be brought 
to me as foon as polfible, defcribing to him the Ufe 
and the Nature of it : And the next Day the Wag- 
goners arrived with it, but not in a very good Con- 
dition ; they had bored two Holes in the Brim» 
witjiin an Inch and a Half of the Edge, and fatten- 
ed two Hooks in the Holes ; thcfe Hooks were 
tied by a long Cord to the Harnefs, and thus my 
Hat was dragged along for above half an Englijh 
Mile : But the Ground in that. Country being ex- 
tremely fmooth and level, it received lefe Damage 
than I expefted. 

Two Days after this Adventure, the Emperor 
having ordered that Part of his Army, which quar- 
ters in and about his Metropolis, to be in a Readi* 
nefs, took a Fancy of diverting himfelf in a very 
fingu'ar Manner. He defired I would ftand like a 
Colojfuij with my Legs as far afunder as I conve- 
niently could. He then commanded his General 
who was an old experienced Leader, and a great 
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Patron of mine) to draw up the Troops in clofc 
Order, and march them under me ; the Foot by 
twenty-four in a Breafl:, and the Horfc by fixteen, 
with Drums beating. Colours flying, and Pikes ad- 
vanced. This Body confiftcd of three thoufand 
Foot, and a thoufand Horfe. His Majefty gave 
Orders upon Pain of Death, that every Soldier in 
his March (hould obferve the ftrifteft Decency, 
with regard to my Perfon ; which, however, could 
not prevent fome of the younger Officers from turn- 
ing up their Eyes as they pafled under me. And, 
to confefs the Truth, my Breeches were at that 
Time in fo ill a Condition, that they afforded fome 
Opportunities for Laughter and Admiration. 

I HAD feni fo many Memorials and Petitions 
for my Liberty, that his Majefty at Length men- 
tioned the Matter firft in the Cabinet, and then in 
a full Council ; where it was oppofed by none, 
except Skyrejb Bolgolam^ who was pleafcd, without 
any Provocation, to be my mortal Enemy, But 
it was carried againft him by the whole Board, and 
confirmed by the Emperor. That Minifter wasL 
Galbet^ or Admiral of the Realm ; very much in 
his Mafter's Confidence, and a Perfon weH verfed 
in Affairs, but of a morofe and four Complcftion, 
However, he was at Length perfuaded to comply ; 
bu^ prevailed that the Articles and Conditions upon 
which I fhould be fet free, and to which I muft 
fwear, (hould be drawn up by himfelf. Thcfe Ar- 
ticles were brought to me by Skyrejh Bolgolam in 
Perfon, attended by two under Secretaries, and fe* 
veral Perfons of Diftinftion. After they were 
read^ I was demanded to fwear to the Performance 
of them ; firft in the Manner of my own Country, 
and afterwards in the Method prefcribed by their 
Laws J which was to hold my Right Foot in my 
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Left Hand, to place the middle Finger of my Right 
Hand on the Crown of my Head, and my Thumb 
on the Tip of my Right Ear. But^ becaufe the 
Reader may perhaps be curious to have fome Idea 
of the Style and Manner of Expreflion peculiar to 
that People, as well as to know the Articles upon 
which I recovered my Liberty ; I have made a 
Tranflation of the whole Inftrument, Word for 
Word, as near as I was able -, which I here offer to 
the Publick. 

GOLBASTO MOMAREN EvLAME GuRDILO 

Shefin Mully Ully Cue, moft Mighty Em- 
peror of Lilliput^ Delight and Terror of the Uni- 
verfe, whofe Dominions extend five thoufand 
Bluftrugs, (about twelve Miles in Circumference) 
to the Extremities of the Globe : Monarch of all 
Monarchs : Taller than the Sons of Men ; whofc 
Feet prels down to the Center, and whofe Head 
ftrikes againft the Sun : At whofe Nod the Princes 
of the Earth (hake their Knees ; pleafant as the 
Spring, comfortable as the Summer, fruitful as Au- 
tumn, dreadful as Winter. His moft fublime Ma- 
jefty propofeth to the Man Mountain^ lately arriv- 
ed at our Celeftial Dominions, the following Arti- 
cles, which by a folemn Oath he fhall be obliged 
to perform. 

First, The Man Mountain fhall not depart 
from our Dominions, without our Licence under 
our Great Seal. 

Secondly, He fhall not prefume to come into 
our Metropolis, without our exprefs Order ; at 
which Time, the Inhabitants fhall have two Hours 
Warning to keep within their Doors. 
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Thirdly, The faid Man Mountain (hall con- 
fine his Walks to our principal high Roads ; and 
not offer to walk or lie down in a Meadow, or 
Field of Corn. 

Fourthly, As he walks the faid Roads, he 
(hall take the utmoft Care not to trample upon the 
Bodies of any of our loving Subjedls, their Horfcs, 
or Carriages ; nor take any of our faid Subjefts in- 
to his Hands without their own Confent. 

Fifthly, If an Exprefs require Extraordinary 
Difpacch •, the Man Mountain (hall be obliged to 
carry in his Pocket the Meffenger and Horfe, a fix 
Days Journey once in every Moon, and return the 
faid Meffenger back (if fo required) fafe to our Im- 
perial Prefence. 

Sixthly, He fhall be our Ally againft our 
Enemies in the Ifland oiBlefufcu^ and do his utmoft 
to deftroy their Fleet, which is now preparing to 
invade Us* 

Seventhly, That the laid Man Mountain 
ihall, at his Times of Leifure, be aiding and affift- 
ing to our Workmen, in helping to raife certain 
great Stones, towards covering the Wall of the 
principal Park, and other our Royal Buildings. 

EiGHTLY, That the faid Man Mountain {hall ^ 
in two . Moons Time, deliver in an exad Survey 
of the Circumference of our Dominions, by a Com« 
putation of his own Paces round the Coaft. 

Lastly, That upon his folemn Oath to ob- 
ferve all the above Articles, the faid Man Moun- 
tain ihall have a daily Allowance of Meat and 
Drink, fufficient for the Support of 1724 of our 
Subjefts -, with free Accefs to our Royal Perfon» 
and other Murks of our Favour. Given at our 
Palace at Belfaborac the twelfth Day of the ninety- 
firft Moojiof our Reign. 

I SWORE 
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I SWORE and fubfcribed to thefc Articles with 
great Chearfulnefs and Content, although fome of 
them were not fo honourable as I could have wilh- 
cd •, which proceeded wholly from the Malice of 
Skyrejh Bolgolam the High Admiral : Whereupon 
my Chains were immediately unlocked, and I was 
at full Liberty : The Emperor himfelf, in Pcrfon, 
did uic the F^onour to be by at the whole Ceremo- 
ny. I made my Acknowledgments ; by proftrat- 
ing my felf at his Majefty's Feet : But he com- 
manded me to rife ; and after many gracious Exr 
prcflions, which, to avoid the Cenfure of Vanity, t 
Ihall not repeat ; he added, that he hoped I Ihould 
prove a ufeful Servant, and well: deferve all the Fa- 
vours he had already conferred upon me, or might 
do for the Future. " 

The Reader may pleafe to obfervc, that in the 
laft Article for the Recovery of my Liberty, the 
Emperor ftipulates to allow me a Quantity of Meat 
and Drink fufficient for the Support of 1724 Lilli- 
putians. Some Tinae after, asking a Friend at 
Court how they came to fix on that determinate 
JNumbcr; he told me, that his Majefty's Mathe- 
maticians, having taken the Heighth of my Body 
by the Help of a Quadrant, and finding it to ex- 
ceed theirs in the Proportion of twelve to one, they 
^<:oiicluded from the Similarity of their Bodies, that 
mine muft contain at leaft 1724 of theirs, and con- 
fequentiy would require as much Food as was nc- 
ceflary to fqpport that Number of Lilliputians, By 
which, the Reader may conceive an Idea of the In- 
genuity of that People, as well as the prudent and 
■cxaA Occonomy of fp great a Prince. 

D 3 CHAP- 
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CHAP. IV. 

Mildendo, the Metropolis of LihhwvT defcrihed^ 

together with the Emperor's Palace^ a Comer- 

fation between the Author and a principal Secreta^ 

ry^ comerning the Affairs of that Empire : The 

^Author's Offers to ferve the- Emperor in his Wars. 

H E firft Requeft I made after I had 
obtained my Liberty, was, that I 
might have Licence to fee MildendOy 
the Metropolis ; which r^e Emperor 
eafily granted me, but with a fpecial 
Charge to do no Hurt, either to the Inhabitants, or 
their Houfes. The People had Notice by Procla- 
mation of my Defign to vifit the Town. The 
Wall which encompaffed it, is two Feet and an half 
high, and at lead eleven Inches broad, fo that a 
Coach and Horfes may be driven very fifely round 
it ; and it is flanked with ftrong Towers at ten Feet 
Diftance. I ftept over the great Weflern (Jate, and 
paflcd very gently, and fideling through the two 
principal Streets, only in my fliort Waiftcoat, for 
fear of damaging the Roofs and Eves of the Houfes 
with the Skirts of my Coat. 1 walked with the 
mmoft Cir^mfpedtioD, to ayoid treading on any 
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Stragglers, who might remain in the Streets, al- 
though the Orders were very ftri6t, that all People 
ihould keep in their Houfes, at their own Peril. i 

The Garret Windows, and Tops of Houfcs were * 

fo crowded with Speftators, that I^thought in all \ 

my Travels I had not feen a more populous Place. 
The City is an exadl Square, each Side of the Wall 
being five hundred Foot long. The two great 
Streets which run crofs and divide it into four 
Quarters, are five Foot Wide. The Lanes and 
Alleys which I could not enter, but only viewed 
them as t paffed, are from twelve to eighfeen In^ 
chcs. The Town is capable of holding five hun- 
dred thoufand Souls, The Houfes are from three 
to five Stories. The Shops and Markets well pro- 
vided. 

The Emperor's Palace is in the Centre of the 
City, where the two great Streets meet. It is in- 
ckrfed by a Wall of two Foot high, and twenty 
Foot diftant from the Buildings. I had his Maje* 
fty's Pcrmilfioa to ftep over this Wall ; and the 
Space being fo wide between that and the Palace, I 
could eafily view it on every Side. The outward 
Court is a Square of forty Foot, and includes two 
other Courts : In the inmoft are the Royal Apart- 
ments, which 1 was very defirous to fee, but found 
it extremely diflkult ; for the great Gates, from one 
S(]uare il^to another, were but eighteen Inches 
high, and feveh Inches wide. Now the Buildings 
of the outer Court were at lead five Foot highj 
and it was impofllble for me to ftride over them^ 
without infinite Damag^ to the Pile, although the 
Walls were ftrongly built of hewn Stone, and four 
Inches thick. At the fame Time, the Emperor 
had a great Defire that I ihould fee the M agni/icence 
of his Palace : But this I was not z\A^ to d« until 
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three Days after, which I fpent in cutting down 
with my Knife fome of the Jargeft Trees in the 
Royal Park, about an hundred Yards diftant from 
the City. Of thefe Trees I made two Stools, each 
about three Foot high, and ftrong enough to 
bear my Weight. The People having received 
Notice a fecond Time, I went again through the 
City to the Palace, with my two Stools in my Hands, 
When I came to the Side of the outer Court, I 
ftood upon one Stool, and took the other in my 
Hand : This I lifted over the Roof, and gently fet 
it down on the Space between the fifft and fecond 
Court, which was eight Foot mdt. I theh ftept 
over the Buildings very conveniently from on^ 
Stool to the other, and drcv^ up the firft after liife 
with a hooked Stick, By this Contrivance I got into 
the innermoft Court j and lying down upon my Side, 
I applied my Face to the Windows of the middle 
Stories, which were left open on Purpofe, and dif- 
covered th6 moft fplendid Apartnients, that can be 
imagined. There! fawthe Emprcfs, and the young 
Princes in their feveril Lodgings, with their chief 
iAttendants about them. Her Imperial Majefty was 
pleafed to fmile very gracioufly upon me, and gave 
me out of the Window her Hand 16 kifs. 

Btr T I fjiall not anticipate the Reader with far^ 
thet Pefqriptiohs of this Kind, bccaufe I refcrre 
them "for a greater Workt which is now almoft 
ready for the Prefs ; containing a general J>efcrip- 
tion of this Empire, from its- firft Eredlion, 
through a long Series of princes, with a particu- 
lar Account of their Wars and Politicks, Laws^ 
Learning, and Religion 5 their Plants and Animals^ 
their ^peculiar Manners 4d4 Cuftoms, with other 
Matters vefy cwrious and ufeful ; my chief De- 
jQgn at prefent being ooly to relate fuch Events 
* . i : aad[ 
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and Tranfaftions as happened to the Publick, or 
to my felf, during a Refidence of about nine Months 
in that Empire. 

One Morning, about a Fortnight after I had 
obtained my liberty-, Keldrefal^ Principal Secre- 
tary (^as they ftile himj'of private Affairs, came 
to my Houie, attended only by one Servant. He 
ordered his Coach to wait at a Diftance, and de- 
fired 1 would give him an Hour's Audience -, whicji 
I readily conftnted to, on Account of his Qua- 
lity, and Perfonal Merits, as well as of the many 
good Offices he had done me during my Sollicita- 
tions at Court. I offered to lie down, that he 
might the more conveniently reach my Ear •, but 
he chofe rather to let me hold him in my Hand 
during oiir Converfation. He began with Cem- 
plimehts on my Liberty ; faid, he might pretend 
to fonie Merit in it j but, howeVer, added, that if 
it had not been for the prefent Situation of Things 
iat Court, perhaps I might not have obtained it fb 
foon.' For, fata he, as flourifhing a Condition as 
we appear to be in to Foreigners, we labour under 
two mijghty Evils •, a violent Faftion at home, and 
the Danger of an Inyalion by a mbft potent Ene- 
my from abroad. As to the firft, you are to un- 
derftand, that for above feventy Moons paft,' there 
have been two flruggling Parties in this Emipire, 
Under the Names of Trameckfan, and Slameckjan\ 
from the high and low Heels on their Shoes, by 
which they diftinguilh themfelyes. 

It is alledged indeed, that the high Heels are 
mofl agreeable to our Ancient Conffitution : But 
however this be, his Majefty hath determined to 
make pfe of only low Heels in the Adminiftrajion 
bf the Government, and all Offices in the Gift of 
the Crown 5 as you cannot but obfcrve j and parti- 
' cularly. 
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cularly, that his Majefty's Imperial Heek are low- 
er at lead by a Drurr than any of his Court ; 
(Drurr is aMeafure about the fourteenth Part of 
an Inch.) The Animofities between thcfe two 
Parties run fo high, that they will neither eat nor 
drink, nor talk with each other. We compute the 
Trameckfani or High-Heels, to exceed us in Num- 
ber -, but the Power is wholly on our Side. Wc 
apprehend his Imperial Highnefs, the Heir to the 
Crown, to have fome Tendency towards the High- 
Heels ; at leaft wc can plainly difcover one of his 
Heels higher than the other ; which gives him a 
Hobble in his Gait. Now, in the Midft of thefe 
inteftine Difquiets, we are threatened with at> Inva- 
fion from the Ifland of Blefufiu^ which is the other 
great Empire of the Univerfe, almoft as large and 
powerful as this of his Majefty. For as to what we 
have heard you affirm, that there are other King- 
doms and States in the World, inhabited by human 
Creatures as large as your felf, our Philofophers arc 
in much Doubt ; and would rather conjedure, that 
you dropt from the Moon, or.onc of the Stars -, be- 
caufe it is certain, that an hundred Mortals of your 
Bulk, would, in a fliort Time, deftroy all the 
Fruits and Cattle of his Majefty's Dominions. Be- 
fides, our Hiftories of fix thoufand Moons make no 
mention of any other Regions, than the two great 
Empires of Lilliput and Blefufcu. Which two 
mighty Powers have, as I was going to tell you, 
been engaged in a moft obftinate War for fix and 
thirty Moons pad. It began upon the following 
Occafion. It is allowed on all Hands, that the 
primitive Way of breaking Eggs before we eat 
them, was upon the larger End : But his prelent 
Majefty's Grand-father, while he was a Boy, going 
to eat an Egg, and bfeaking it according to the 
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ancient Prafticc, happened to cut one of his Fin- 
gers. Whereupon the Emperor his Father, pub- 
lifhed an Edift, commanding all his Subjeds, up- 
on great Penalties, to break the fmaller End of 
their Eggs^ The People fo highly refented this 
Law, that our Hillories tell us, there have been fix 
Rebellians raifed on that Account \ wherein o«e 
Emperor loft his Life, and another his Crown. 
Thefe Civil Commotions were conftantly fomented 
by the Monarchs of Blefufcu \ and when they were 
quelled, the Exiles always fled for Refuge to that 
Empire. It is computed, that eleven thoufand 
Perfons have, at feveral Times, fuffered Death, ra- 
ther than fubmit to break their Eggs at the fmaller 
End. Many hundred lai^e Volumes have been 
publiftied upon this Controverfy : But the Books 
of the Big-Endians have been long forbidden, ^ 
the whole Party rendered incapablfc by Law of 
holding Employments, During the Courfe of 
thefe Troubles, the Emperors of Blefufcu did fre- 
quently expofliilate by their Ambafladors, accufing 
us of making a Schifm in Religion, by offending 
againft a fundamental DoArine of our great Prophet 
Juijirog^ in the fifty-fourth Chapter of the Brundre^ 
cdy (which is their Alcoran.) This, however, is 
thought to be a meer Strain upon the Text : For the 
Words are thefe ; That all true Believers Jhall break 
their E^s at the convenient End: And which is the 
convenient End, fcems, in my humble Opinion, to 
be left to every Man's Confcience, or at leaft in the 
Power of the chief Magiftratc to determine. Now 
the Big-Endian Exiles have found fo much Credit 
in the Emperor of Blefufcu*% C6urt ; and fo much 
private AflSftance and Encouragement fi-om their 
Party here at home, that a Hoaly War hath been 
carried on between the two Empires for fix and 
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thirty Moons with various Succefs ; during which 
Time we have loft forty Capital Ships, and a much 
greater Number of fmaller VeflTels, together with 
thirty thoufand of our beft Seamen and Soldiers ; 
and the Damage received by the Enemy is reckoned 
to be fomewhat greater than ours. However, they 
have now equipped a numerous Fleet, and are juft 
preparing to make a Defcent upon us : And his 
Imperial Majefty, placing great Confidence in your 
Valour and Strength, hath commanded me to lay 
this Account of his Affairs before you. 

Idesired the Secretary to prefent my humble 
Duty to the Emperor, and to let him know, that I 
thought it would not become me, who was a Fo- 
reigner, to interfere with Parties ; but I was ready, 
with the Hazard of my Life, to defend his Perfoh 
and State againft all Invaders. 
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CHAP. V. 

?2^^ Author hy an extraordinary Stratagem prevents 
an Invajion. A high Title of Honour is confer^ 
red upon bim Afnhajfadors arrive from the 
Emperor of Blefufcu, and fue ftr Peace. The 
Emprefs*s Apartment on fire hy an Accident ; the 
Author inftrumental in faving tbe^ reft of the Pa- 
lace. 

H E Empire of Blefufcu^ is an Ifland 
fituated to the North North-Eafl: 
Side of Lilliput^ from whence it is 
parted only by a Channel of eight 
hundred Yards wide. I had not yet 
feen it, and upon this Notice of an intended Inva- 
fion, I avoided appearing on that Side of the 
Coaft, for fear of being difcovered by fome of the 
Enemies Ships, who had received no Intelligence 
of me J all Intercourfe between the two Empires . 
having been ftridly forbidden during the War, 
upon Pain of Death ; and an Embargo laid by 
our Emperor upon all Veffels whatfoevcr. I com- 
municated to his Majefty a Projeft I had formed 
of feizing the Enemies whole Fleet; which, as 
our Scouts affured us, lay at Anchor in the Har- 
bour ready tp fail with the firft fair Wind. I con- 
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fulted the moft experienced Seamen, upon the 
Depth of the Channel, which they had often plum- 
med ; who told me, that in the Middle at high 
Water it was feventy Glumgluffs deep, which is a- 
bout fix Foot of European Meafure \ and the reft 
of it fifty Glumgluffs at moft. I walked to the 
North- Eaft Coaft over againft Blefufcu ; where, ly- 
ing down behind a Hillock, I took out my fmall 
Pocket Perfpeftive Glafs, and viewed the Enemy's 
Fleet at Anchor, confifting of about fifty Men of 
War, and a great Number of Tranfports: I then 
came back to my Houfe, and gave Order (for 
which I had a Warrant) for a great Quantity of 
the ftrongeft Cable and Bars of Iron. The Cable 
was about as thick as Packthread, and the Bars of 
the Length and Size of a Knitting-Needle. I 
trebled the Cable to make it ftronger ; and for the 
fame Reafon I twifted three of the Iron Bars toge- 
ther, binding the Extremities into a Hook. Hav- 
ing thus fixed fifty Hooks to as many Cables, I 
went back to the North-Eaft Coaft, and putting 
off my Coat, Shoes, and Stockings, walked mto 
the Sea in my Leathern Jerken, about half an 
Hour before high Water. I waded with what 
Hafte I could, and fwam in the Middle about 
thirty Yards, until I felt the Ground •, I arrived to 
the Fleet in lefs than half an Hour, The Enemy 
was fo fi-ighted when they faw me, that they leap- 
ed out of their Ships, and fwam to Shore ; where 
there could not be fewer than thirty thoufand Souls. 
I then took my Tackling, and faftning a Hook to 
the Hole at the Prow of each, I tyed all the 
Cords together at the End. While I was thus em- 
ployed, the Enemy difcharged feveral thoqfand 
Arrows, many of which ftuck in my Hands and 
Face; and befides the exccffive Smart, gave me much 
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Difturbance in my Work. My greatcft Appre- 
henfion was for mine Eyes, which I fhould have 
inGiIlibly loft, if I had not fuddenly thought of 
an Expedient. I kept, among other little Necef- 
£u*ies, a Pair of Spedacles in a private Pocket, 
which, as I obferved before, had efcaped the Em- 
peror's Searchers. Thefe I took our, and faftned 
as ftrongly as I could upon my Nofe; and thus 
armed, went on boldly with my Work in fpight of 
the Enemy's Arrows; many of which ftruck a- 
gainft the Glafles of my Speftacles, but without 
any other Effed, further than a little to difcom- 
pofe them. I had now faftned all the Hooks, and 
taking the Knot in my Hand, began to pull ; but 
not a Ship would ftir, for they were all too faft 
held by their Anchors •, fo that the boldeft Part of 
itiy Enterprize remained. I therefore let go the 
Cord, and leaving the Hooks fixed to the Ships, 
I refolutely cut with my Knife the Cables that faft- 
ned the Anchors; receiving above two hundred 
Shots in my Face and Hands: Then I took up the 
knotted End of the Cables to which my Hooks 
were tyed ; and with great Eafe drew fifty of the 
Enemy's largeft Men of War after me. 

The Bkfufcudiansy who had not the leaft Ima- 
gination of what I intended, were at firft confound- 
ed with Aftonilhment. They had feen me cut 
the Cables, and thought my Defign was only to 
let the Ships run a-drift, or fall foul on each other: 
But when they perceived the whole Fleet moving 
in Order, and faw me pulling at the End, they 
fct up fuch a Scream of Grief and Pefpair, that it 
is almoft impollible to defcribe or conceive. When 
I had got out of Danger, I ftopt a while to pick 
out the Arrows that ftuck in my Hands and Face, 
and rubbed on fome of thd fame Ointment that 

wat 
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was given me at my firft Arrival, as I have fcr- 
merly mentioned. I then took off iny Spedacles, 
and waiting about an Hour until the Tyde was a 
little fallen, I waded through the Middle with my 
Cargo, and arrived fafe at the Royal Port of IM- 
liput. 

The Emperor and his whole Court ftood on 
the Shore, expeding the Iffue of this great Adven- 
ture. They faw the Ships move forward in a 
large Half-moon, but could not difcern me, who 
was up to my Bread in Water. When I advanced 
to the Middle of the Channel, they were yet 
more in Pain becaufe I was under Water to my 
Neck. The Emperor concluded me to be drown- 
ed, and that the Enemy's Fleet was approaching 
in a hoftile Manner: But he was foon eafed of 
his Fears ; for the Channel growing fliallower eve- 
ry Step I made, I came in a ftiort Time within 
Hearing ; and holding up the End of the Cable by 
which the Fleet was faftned, I cryed in a loud 
Voice, Long live the mo/l puijfant Emperor of Lil- 
liput ! This great Prince received me at my Land- 
ing with all poffible Encomiums, and created me 
a Nardac upon the Spot, which is the higheft Title 
of Honour among them. 

His Majefty defired I would take fome other 
Opportunity of bringing all the reft of his Ene- 
my's Ships into his Ports. And fo unmeafurable is 
the Ambition of Princes, that he feemed to think 
of nothing Icfs than reducing the whole Empire of 
Blefufcu into a Province, and governing it by a 
Viceroy -, of deftroying the Big-Endian Exiles, and 
compelling that People to break the fmaller End 
of their Eggs -, by which he would remain folc 
Monarch of the whole World. But I endeavour- 
ed to divert him from this Defign, by many Ar- 
guments 
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guments drawn from the Topicks of Policy ii 
well as Jufticc : And I plainly protefted, that I 
would never be an Inftrumcnt ot bringing a free 
and brave People into Slavery : And when the 
Matter was delated in Council, the wifcft Part of 
the Miniftry were of my Opinion. 

This open bold Declaration of mine, was fo 
oppofite to the Schemes and Politicks of his Impe- 
rial Majefly, that he could never forgive me : He 
mentioned it in a very artfiil Manner at Council, 
where, I was told, that fome of the wifeft appear- 
ed, at leaft by their Silence, to be of my Opi- 
nion ; but others, who were my fccret Enemies, 
could not forbear fome Expreflions, which by a 
Sidewind rcfleded on me. And from this Time 
began an Intrigue between his Majefty, and a Junta 
of Minifters malicioufly bent againft me, which 
broke out in Icfs than two Months, and had like 
to have ended in my utter Deftrudlion. Of fo 
litrie Weight are the greateft Services to Princes, 
when put into the Balance with a Rcfufal to grati- 
fy their Paflions. 

About three Weeks after this Exploit, there 
arrived a folemn Embafly from BlefufcUy with 
humble Offers of a Peace ; which was loon con- 
cluded upon Condiuons verv advantageous to our 
Emperor ; wherewith I Inall not trouble the 
Reader. There were fix Ambafladors, with a 
Train of about five hundred Perfons 5 and their 
Entry was very magnificent, fuitable to the Gran- 
deur of their Matter, and the Importance of their 
Bufinefs. When their Treaty was finilhcd, where- 
in I did them feveral good Offices by the Credit I 
now had, or at leaft appeared to have at Court ; 
their Excellencies, who were privately told how 
much I had be^n their Friend, made me a Vifit in 
VviL. III. E Form. 



Digitized 



by Google 



go ^Voyage to LiLhipvt. 

Form. They began with many Complimci>ts up- 
on my Valour and Generolity •, invited me to that 
Kingdom in the Emperor their Matter's Name ; 
and defired me to (hew them fome Proofs of my 
prodigious Strength, of which they had heard fo 
many Wonders; wherein I readily obliged thcm^ 
but (hall not interrupt the Reader with the Particu- 
lars. 

When I had for fome Time entertained their 
Excellencies to their infinite Satisfaftion and Sur- 
prise, I defired they would do me the Honour to 
prcfent my moft^humble Refpefts to the Emperor 
their Mafter, the Renown of whofe Virtues had fo 
juftly filled the whole World with Admiration, and 
whofe Royal Perfon I rcfolved to attend before I 
returned to my own Country. Accordingly, the 
next Time I had the Honour to fee our Emperor, > 
I defired his general Licence to wait on the Blefuf- 
cudian Monarch, which he was plcafed to grant me, 
as I could plainly perceive, in a very cold Manner ; 
but could not guefs the Reafon, until I had a Whif- 
per from a certain Perfon, that Flimnap and Bolgo-- 
lam had reprefented my Intercourfe with thofe Am- 
baffadors, as a Mark of Difaflfection, from which I 
am fure my Heart was wholly free. And this was 
the firft Time I began to cbnccive fome imperfeft 
Idea of Courts and Minifters. 

It is to be obferved, that thefe AmbafTadors 
fpoke to me by an Interpreter ; the Languagues of 
both Empires differing as much from each other as 
any two in Europe^ and each Nation priding itfelf 
upon the Antiquity, Beauty and Energy of their 
own Tongues, with an avowed Contempt for that 
of their Neighbour : Yet our Emperor flanding 
upon the Advantage he had got by the Seizure of 
their Fleet, obliged them to deliver their Credenti- 
als, 
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aJs, and make their Speech in tht Lilliputian Tonguet 
And it muft be confeffed, that from the great In- 
tercourfe of Trade and Commerce between both 
Realms ; from the continual Reception of Exiles, 
which is mutual among them ; and from the Cuf- 
tom in each Empire to fend their young Nobility 
and richer Gentry to the other, in order to polifli* 
themfelves by feeing the World, and underftanding 
Men and Manners ; there arc few Perfons of- Di- 
ftindion, or Merchants, or Seamen, who dwell in 
the Maritime Parts, but what can hold Gonverfa- 
tion in both Tongues ; as I found fomc Weeks 
after, when I went to pay my Refpefts to the Em- 
peror ofBlefufcu^ which in the Midft of great Mif- 
fortunes, through the Malice of my Enemies, prov- 
ed a very happy Adventure to me, as I Ihall re-* 
late in its proper Place. 

The Reader may remember, that when I fign- 
cd thofe Articles upon which I recovered my Li- 
berty, there were fome which I difliked upon Ac- 
count of their being too fcrvile, neither could any' 
Thing but an extreme Neceflity have forced me to 
fubmit. But being now a Nardac\ of the higheft 
Rank in that Empire, fuch Offices were looked 
upon as below my Dignity ; and the Emperor ^to 
do him Juftice^ never once mentioned them to me. 
However, it was not long before I had an Oppor- 
tunity of doing his Majefty, at leaft; as I then 
thought, a moft lignal Service. I was alarmed at 
Midnight with the Cries of many hundred People 
at my Door; by which being fuddenly awaked, I 
was in fome Kind of Terror, T heard the Word 
Burglum repeated inceflantly •, feyeral of the Em- 
peror's Court making their Way through theCroud, 
intreated me to come inimediately to the Palace; 
where her Imperial Majefty *$ Apartment was on 
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Fire, by the Carelefnefs of a Maid of Honour, 
who fell afleep while fh« was reading a Romance. 
I got up in an Inllant \ and Orders being given to 
clear the Wajr before me ; and it being likewife a 
Moon-fhine Night, t made ^ ihift to get to the 
Palaqe without trampling on any of the People. I 
found they had already applied Ladders to the 
Walls of the Apartment, and were well provided 
with buckets, but the Water was at fome Diftance. 
Thcfc Buckets were about the Size of a large 
Thimble, and the poor People fupplied me with 
them as faft as they could ; but the Flame was fo 
violent that thiey did little Good. I might eafily 
have ftided it with my Coat, which I unfortunate- 
ly left behind me for Hafte, and came away only 
in my Leathern Jerkin. The Cafe feemed wholly 
deiperate and deplorable ; and this magnificent Pa- 
lace would have infallibly been burnt down to the 
Ground, if, byaPrefcnce of Mind, unufual to me, 
I had not fuddenly thought of an Expedient. I 
had the Evening before drank plentifully of a moft 
delicious Wine, cdled Xiltmigrim^ (the BlefufcuMans 
call it FUinec^ but ours is cfteemed the better Sort) 
which is very diuretick. By the luckieft Chance 
in the World, I had not difcharged myfelf of any 
Part of it. The Heat I had contrafted by coming 
very near the Flames, and by my labouring to 
quench them, made the Wine b^gin to operate by 
Urine ; which I voided in fuch a Quantity, and 
applied fo well to the proper Places, iRat in threfe 
Minuoes the Fire wds wholly extinguilhed *, and 
the reft of that noble Pile, which bad coft fo many 
Ages i^ eredling, preferved from Deftrudion. 

It was now Day-light, and I returned to my 
Houfe,^ without waiting to congratulate with the 
JEmpcrorj becaufe, although I had done a very e- 
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xninent Piece of Service, yet I could not teU how 
hisMajefty might refent the Manner by which I 
had performed it: For, by the fundamental LaW9 
of the Realm, It is Capital in any Perfon, of wh^t 
Quality foever, to malCe Water within the Freeing 
ofthe Palace. But I was a little comforted by a 
Meflage from his Majefly, that he would give Or- 
ders to the Grand Jufticiary forpaffing my Pardon 
in Form ; which, however, I could not obtain. 
And, I was privately aflured^ that (he Emprefi con- 
ceivuig the greateft Abhorrence of what I had 
done, removal tp jthe mpft diftant Side of the 
CoiJirt, firmly refolv^ that thofe Buildii^ fhopkl 
ncvpr be repaired for her tJfe ; and in the ^releiice 
of her chief Confidjcnts, could not forbear vowing 
Revenge. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the Inbahitants (?/ Lilliputs their LeafniHgy 
\ Laws^ and Cuftoms. Ihe Manner of Educating 
'. their Children. The Author^ s Way of living in 
" that Country. His Vindication of a great Laay. 

LT HOUGH I intend to leave the 
Defcription of this Empire to a parti- 
cular Treatife, yet in the mean Time 
I am content to gratify the curious 
Reader with fome general Ideas, As 
the common Size of the Natives is 
JQmewhat und : Pro- 

portion in all s and 

Trees: Fop Ii Oxen 

are between 'i t, the 

Sheep an IncI their 

Gcefe about tl fq the 

feveral Gradat me to 

the fmalleft, which, to my Sight, were almofl: invi- 
fible ; but Nature hath adapted the Eyes of the 
Lilliputians to all Objects proper for their View ; 
They fee with great Exadnefs, but at no great Di- 
fiance. And to Ihew the Sharpnefe of their Sight 
towards Objefts that are near, I have been much 
pleafed with obferving a Cook pulling a Lark, 
. : ' -which 
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which was not fo large as a common Fly 5 and a 
young Girl threading an invifible Needle with in- 
vifible Silk. Their talleft Trees are about feven 
Foot high ; I mean fomc of thofe in the great Royal 
Park, the Tops whereof I could but juft reach with 
my Fift clinched. The other Vegetables are in the 
lame Proportion : But this I leave to the Reader's 
Imagination. 

I SHALL fay but little at preftnt of their Learn- 
ing, which for many Ages hath flourifhed in all its 
Branches among them ; But their Manner of Wri- 
ting is very peculiar ; being neither from the Left 
to the Right, like the Europeans ; nor from the 
Right to the Left, like the Arabians > nor from up 
to down, like the Cbinefe ; nor from down to up, 
like the Cafcagidns •, but aflant from one Corner of 
the Paper to the other, like Ladies in England. . 

They bury their Dead with their Heads dired- 
ly downwards ; becaufe they hold an .Opinion, 
that in eleven thoufand Moons they are all to rife 
again ; in which Period, the Earth (which they 
conceive to be flat) will turn upfide down, and by 
this Means they fhall, at their Refurredlion, be 
found ready (landing on their Feet. The Learned 
among them confcfs the Abfurdity of thisDoftrine ; 
but the Practice dill continues, in Compliance to 
the Vulgar. 

There are fome Laws and Cuftoms in this Em- 
pire very peculiar ; and if they were not fo dircft- 
ly contrary to thofe of my own dear Country, I 
Ihould be tempted to fay a little in their Juflificati- 
on. It is only to be wilhed, that they were as well 
executed. The firft I fliall mention, relateth to In- 
formers. All Crimes againft the State, are punifh- 
ed here with the utmoft Severity ; but if the Perfon 
accufed make his Innocence plainly to appear upon 

his 
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his Tryal, the Accufer is immediately put to an ig- 
nominious Death ; and out of his Goods or Lands, 
the innocent Perfon is quadruply recompcnced for 
the Lofs of his Time, for the Danger he underwent, 
for the Hardlhip of his Imprifonment, and for all 
the Charges he hath been at in making his Defence. 
Or, if that Fund be deficient, it is largely fupplied 
by the Crown. The Emperor doth alfo confer on 
him fome publick Mark of his Favour ; and Pro- 
clamation is made of his Innocence through the 
whole City. 

The V look upon Fraud as a greater Crime than 
Theft, and therefore feldom fail to punilh it with 
Death: For, they alledge, that Care and Vigilance, 
with a very common Underftanding, may preferve 
a Man's Goods from Thieves •, but Honefty hath 
no Fence againft fuperior Cunning ; And fince it is 
neceflary that there Ihould be a perpetual Intercourfe 
of buying and felling, and dealing upon Credit ; 
where Fraud is permitted or connived at, or hath no 
Law to pi;nifti it, the honeft Dealer is always un- 
done, and the Knave gets the Advantage. I re- 
member when I was once interceeding with the 
King for a Criminal who |iad wronged his Matter 
of a great Sun> of Money, which he had received by 
Order, and ran away with ; and happening to tell 
his Majefty, by Way of Extenuation, that it was on- 
ly a Breach of Truft ; the Emperor thought it mon- 
ftrous in me to offer, as a Defence, the greateft Ag^ 
gravation of the Crime : And truly I had little to 
fay in Return, farther than the common A nfwer, 
that different Nations had different Cuftoms ; for, 
I confefs, I was heartily afhamed. 

Although we ufually call Reward and Punifh^ 

ment, the two Hinges upon which all Government 

twrns •, yet I could never obferve this Maxim to b^ 

put 
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put in Praftice by any Nation except that of Lilli- 
pit. Whoever can there bring fufficient Proof, 
that he hath ftriftly obferved the Laws of his 
Country for feventy-thrce M^ons, hath a Claim to 
certain Privileges, according to his Quality and 
Condition of Life, with a proportionable Sum of 
Money out of a Fund appropriated for that Ufe : 
He iikewife acquires the Title of SnHpalU or Le- 
gal^ which is added to his Name, but doth not de- 
fcend to his Pofterity. And thefe People thought 
it a prodigious Defeft of Policy among us, when I 
told them that oar Laws were enforced only by 
Penalties, without any Mention of Reward. It is 
upon this Account that the Image of Juftice, in 
their Courts of Judicature, is formed with fix Eyes, 
two before, as many behind, and on each Side one, 
to fignify Circuriifpedion ; with a Bag of Gold o- 
pen in her right Hand, and a Sword Iheathed in 
her Left, to ftiew fhe is more difpofcd to reward 
than to punifli. 

In chufing Perfons for all Employments, they 
have more Regard to good Morals than to great 
Abilities : For, fince Government is neceffary to 
Mankind, they believe that the common Size of 
human Underftandings, is fitted to fome Station or 
other 5 and that Providence never intended to make 
the Management of publick Affairs a Myftery^ to 
be comprehended only by a few Perfons of fublime 
Genius, of which there feldom are three born in an 
Age: But, they fuppofe Truth, Juftice, Tempe- 
rance, and the like, to be in every Man^s Power ; 
the PraAice of which Virtues, affifted by Experi- 
ence and a good Intention, would qimlify any Man 
for the Service of his Country, except where a 
Courfc of Study is required. But they thought the 
Want of Moral \iirtucs was fo far fipm being Sup- 
plied 
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plied by fuperior Endowments of the Mind, that 
Employments could never be put into fuch dange- 
rous Hands as thofe of Perfons fo qualified ; and 
at leaft, that the Miftakes committed by Ignorance 
in a virtuous Difpofition, would never be of fuch 
fatal Confequencc to the Publick Weal, as the 
Pradices of a Man, whofe Inclinations led him to 
be corrupt, and had great Abilities to manage, to 
multiply, and defend his Corruptions. 

In like Manner, the Disbelief of a Divine Pro- 
vidence renders a Man uncapablc of holding any 
publick Station : For, fince Kings avow themfelves 
to be the Deputies of Providence, the Lilliputians 
think nothing can be moreabflird, than for a Prince 
to employ fuch Men as dilbwn the Authority under 
which he afteth. 

In relating thefe and the following Laws, 1 
would only be undo-ftood to mean the original In- 
ftitutions, and not the moft fcandalous Corruptions 
into which thefe People are fallen by the degenerate 
Nature of Man. For, as to that infamous Prafiice 
of acquiring great Employments by dancing on the 
Ropes, or Badges of Favour and DiftinSion by 
leaping over Sticks, and creeping under them j the 
Reader is to obferve, that they were firft introduced 
by the Grand-father of the Emperor now reigning ; 
and grew to the prefent Height, by the gradual In- 
creafe of Party and Fadtion. 

Ingratitude is among them a capital Crime, 
as we read it to have been in Ibme other Countries : 
For they rcafon thus ; that whoever makes ill Re- 
turns to his Benefaftor, muft needs be a common 
Enemy to the reft of Mankind, from whom they 
have received no Obligation ; and therefore fuch a 
Man is not fit to live. . 
Their Notions relating to the Duties of Pa- 
rents 
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rents and Children differ extremely from ours. 
For, fince the Conjunftion of Male and Female \^ 
founded upon the great Law of Nature, in order to 
propagate and continue the Species •, the Ulli^utu 
ans will needs have it, that Men and Women are 
joined together like other Animals, by the Motives 
of Concupifcence ; and that their Tendernefs to- 
wards their Young, proceedeth from the like natu- 
ral Principle : For which Reafon they will never 
allow, that a Child is under any Obligation to his 
Father for begetting him, or to his Mother for 
bringing him into the World ; whicl>, copfidering 
the Miferies of human life, was neither a Benefit 
in itfelf, nor intended fo by his Parents, whofe 
Thoughts in their Love-encounters were otherwifc 
employed. Upon thefe, and the like Reafonings, 
their Opinion is, that Parents are the laft of all o- 
thcrs to be trufted with the Education of their own 
Children : And therefore they have in every Town 
. public^k Nurfcries, where all Parents, except Cot- 
tagers and Labourers, are obliged to fend their In- 
fents of both Sexes to be reared and [educated when 
they come to the Age of twenty Moons ; at which 
Time they are fuppofed to have fome Rudiments 
of Docility. Thefe Schools are of feveral Kinds, 
fuited to different Qualities, and to both Sexes. 
They have certain Profeflbrs well skilled in prepar- 
ing Children for fuch a Condition of Life as befits^ 
the Rank of their Parents, and their own Capaci- 
ties as well as Inclinations. I (hall firft fay fome- 
thing of the Male Nurferies, and then of the Fe- 
male. 

The Nurferies for Males of Noble or eminent 
Birth, are provided with grave and learned Profcf* 
fors, and their feveral Deputies. The Clothes and 
Food of the Children are pjain and fimple. They 
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are bred up in the Principles of Honour, Jufticc, 
Courage, Modefty, Clemency, Religion, and Lotc 
cf their Country : They arc always employed in 
Ibme Bufinefs, except in the Times of eating and 
fleeping, which are very fliort, and two Hours for 
Divcrfions, confi fling of bodily Exercifes. They 
are dreflcd by Men until four Years of Age, and 
then are obliged tp dreis themfelves, although 
their Quality be ever fo great; and the Women. 
Attendants, who are aged proportion^bly to ours at 
fifty, perform only the moft inenial QfRc^. They 
are never fufFered to converfe with Servants, but go 
together in fmall or greater l^umbers to take their 
Divcrfions, and always in the Prefcncc of a Profef- 
for, or one of his Deputies ; whereby they avot^ 
thofe early bad Impreffions of Folly and Vice to 
which oUr Children are fubjeft. Their Parents are 
fufFered to fee them only twice a Year ; the Vilit 
is not to laft above an Hour ; they are allowed to 
kifs the Child at Meeting and Parting ; but a Pro- 
feffor, who always ftandeth by on thofe OccafionSy 
will not fufFer them to whifper, or ufc any fondling 
Expreffions, or bring any Prefcnts of Toys, Sweety 
meats, and the like. 

The Penfioq irom each Family for the Educa- 
tion and Entertainment of a Child, upon Failure of 
due Payment, is levied by the Emperor's Officers. ' 

The Nurferies for Children of ordinary Gentle- 
men, Merchants, Traders, and Handicrafts, are 
managed proportion^bly after the fame Manner ^ 
only thofe defigned for Trades, are put out Ap- 
prentices at feven Years old ; whereas thofe of Per- 
fons of Quality continue in their Exercifes until 
Fifteen, which anfwers to one and twenty with us : 
But the Confinement is gradually Icflened for the laft 
three Years. 

In 
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In the Female Nurferies, the young Girls of 
Quality, are educated much like the Males, only 
they are drefled by orderly Servants of their own 
Sex, but always in the Prefcnce of a Profcflbr or 
Deputy, until they come to drefs thcmfelves, which 
is at five Years old. And if it be found, that thefc 
Nurfes ever prefume to entertain the Girls with 
frightful or foolilh Stories, or the common Follies 
pradifed by Chamber-Maids among us ; they arc 
publickly whipped thrice about the City, impri- 
ibned for a Year, and baniflied for Life to the moft 
deiblate Parts of the Country. Thus, the young 
Ladies there are as much alhamed of being Cowards 
and Fools, as the Men ; and defpife all pcrfonal 
Ornaments beyond Decency and Clean) inefs ; nei- 
ther did I perceive any Difference in their Educa- 
tion, made by their E5ifFerer\ce of Sex, only that 
the Exercifes of the Females were not altogether fo 
robuft ; and that fomc Rules were given them re- 
lating to domeftick Life, and a fmaller Compals of 
Learning was enjoined them : For, their Maxim is, 
that among People of Quality, a Wife fhould be 
always a reafonable and agreeable Companion, be- 
caufe fhe cannot always be young. When the 
Girls are twelve Years old, which among them is 
the marriageable Age, their Parents or Guardians 
take them home, with great Exprcffions of Grati- 
tude to the Profeffors, and fcldom without Tears of 
the young Lady and her Companions. 

In the Nurfcries of Females of the meaner Sort, 
the Children arc inftrufted in all Kinds of Works 
proper for their Sex and their feveral Degrees : 
Thofe intended for Apprentices are difmilled at fe- 
ven Years old, the reft are kept to eleven. 

The meaner Families who have Children, dt 
thefc Nurfcries, arc obliged, befides their annual 

Penfion, 
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Penfion, which is as low as poflTible, to return to 
the Steward of the Nurfery a fmall Monthly Share 
of their Gettings, to be a Portion for the Child ; 
and therefore all Parents are limited in their Ex- 
pences by the Law. For the Lilliputians think 
nothing can be more unjuft, than that People, in 
Subfervience to their own Appetites, Ihould bring 
Children into the World, and leave the Burthen of 
fupporting them on the Publick. As to Perfons 
of Quality, they give Security to appropriate a cer- 
tain Sum for each Child, fuitable to their Conditi- 
on ; and thefe Funds are always managed with good 
Husbandry, and the moft exaft Juftice. 

The Cottagers and Labourers keep their Chil- 
dren at home, their Bufinefs being only to till and 
cultivate the Earth ; and therefore their Education 
is of little Confcquence to the Publick ; but the Old 
and Difeafed among them are fupported by Hofpi- 
tals : For Begging is a Trade unknown in this 
Empire. 

And here it may perhaps divert the curious 
Reader, to give fome Account of my Domefticks, 
and my Manner of living in this Country, during 
a Refidence of nine Months and thirteen Days. 
Having a Head mechanically turned, and being 
likewife forced by Neceflity, I had made for my 
felf a Table and Chair convenient enough, out of 
the largelt Trees in the Royal Park. Two hun- 
dred Sempftrcffcs were employed to make me Shirts, 
and Linnen for my Bed and Table, all of the 
ftrongeft and coarfeft Kind they could get ; which, 
however, they were forced to quilt together in fe- 
veral Folds ; for the thickeft was fome Degrees 
finer than Lawn. Their Linnen is ufually three 
Inches Wide, and three Foot make a Piece. The 
Sempftreffes took my Meafure ;is I lay on the 
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Ground, one ftanding at my Neck, and another at 
my Mid- Leg, with a ftrohg Cord extended, that 
each held by the End, while the Third meafurcd 
the Length of the Cord with a Rule of an Inch 
long. Then they meafured my right Thumb, 
and defircd no more ; for by a Mathematical Com- 
putation, that twice round the Thumb is once round 
the Wrift, and fo on to the Neck and the Waift ; 
and by the Help of my old Shirt, which I difplay- 
cd on the Grourid before them for a Pattern, the/ 
fitted me exadly. Three hundred Taylors were 
employed in the fame Manner to make me Clothes v 
but they had another Contrivance for taking nrfy 
Meafure, I kneeled down, and they railed ia Lad- 
der from the Ground to my Neck ; upon this Lad- 
der one of them mounted, and let fall a Plum-Line 
from my Collar to the Floor, which juft anfwercd' 
the Length of my Coat ; but my Waift and Arms 
I meafured my felf. When my Clothes were fi- 
nifhed, which was done in my Hoiife, (for the' 
largeft of theirs would not have been able to hold 
them) they looked like the Patch- work made by 
the Ladies in Englandj only that mine were all of 
a Colour. 

I HAD three hundred Cooks to drefe my Mftu- 
als, in little convenient Huts built above my Houfe, 
where they and their Families lived, and prepared 
me two Diflies a-piece. I took up twenty Waiters 
in my Hand, and placed them on the Table ; an 
hundred more attended below on the Ground, fome 
with Diflies of Meat, and fome with Barrels of 
Wine, and other Liquors, flung on their Shoulders ; 
all which the Waiters above drew up as I wanted, 
in a very ingenious Manner, by certain Cords, as 
we draw the Bucket up a Well in Europe. A Difti 
of rheir Meat was a good Mouthful, and a Barrel 
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of their Liquor a reafonable Draught. Their Mut- 
ton yields to ours, but their Beef is excellent. I 
have had a Sirloin fo large, that I have been forced 
to make three Bits of it; but this is rare. My 
Servants were aftoniflied to fee me eat it Bones and 
all, as in our Country we do the Leg of a Lark. 
Their Geefe and Turkeys I ufually eat at a Mouth- 
fuU and I muft confcfs they far exceed ours. Of 
their fmaller Fowl I could cake up twenty or thirty 
at the End of my Knife. 

One Day his Imperial Majefty being informed 
of my Way of living, defired that himfelf, and his 
Royal Con fort, with the young Princes of the 
Blood of both Sexes, might have the Happinels 
(as he was pleafed to call it) of dining with me. 
They came accordingly, and I placed them upon 
Chairs of State on my Table, juft over againft me, 
with their Guards about them. Flimnap the Lord 
High Treafurer attended there likewife, with his 
white Staff; and I obferved he often looked on me 
with a four Countenance, which I would not feem 
to regard, but eat more than ufual, in Honour to 
my dear Country, as well as to fill the Court with 
Admiration. I have fbme private Reafons to be- 
lieve, that this Vifit from his Majefty gave Flimnap 
^ Opportunity of doing me ill Offices to his Maf- 
ter. That Minifter had always been my fecret E- 
nemy, although he outwardly carefTed me more 
than was ufual to the Morofenefs of his Nature. 
He reprefcnted to the Emperor the low Condition 
of his Treafury ; that he was forced to take up Mo- 
ney at a great Difcount ; that Exchequer Bills 
would not circulate under nine per Cent, below 
Par ; that I had cofl his Majefly above a Million 
and a half of Sprugs, (their greateft Gold Coin, a- 
bout the Bignefs of a Spangle -,) and upon the 

whole. 
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whole, that it would be advifeable in the Emperor 
to cake the firft fair Occafion of difmifling me. 

I A M here obliged to vindicate the Reputation 

of an excellent Lady, who was an innocent Sufferer 

upon my Account. The Treafurer took a Fancy 

to be jealous of his Wife, from the Malice of fome 

evil Tongues, who informed him, that her Grace 

had taken a violent AfFedlion for my Perfon ; and 

the Court-Scandal ran for fome Time, that fhe once 

came privately to my Lodging. This, I folemnly 

declare, to be a nioft infamous Falfliood, without 

any Grounds, farther than that her Grace was 

t me with all innocent Marks of 

"riendftiip. I own, fhe came often 

, but always publickly, nor ever 

lore in the Coach, who were ufually 

Young Daughter, and fome particu- 

:e ; but this was common to many 

f the Court. And I ftill appeal to 

)und, whether tlicy at any Time faw 

' Door without knowing what Per- 

, On thofe Occafions, when a Ser- 

me Notice, my Cuftom was to go 

immediately to the Door 5 and after paying my 

Rcfpefts, to take up the Coach and two Horfes 

very carefully in my Hands, ("for if there were fix 

Horfes, the irnaffed four) 

and placed t I had fixed a 

moveable Ri : Inches high, 

to prevent Pi jften had four 

Coaches and Table full of 

Company, \ ir leaning my 

Face towards engaged with 

one Sett, the y drive the o- 

thers round ^ ^ fled many an 

Afternoon very agreeably in thcfe Converlations : 

Vou III. F Bui, 
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But, I defy the Treafurcr, or his two Informers,. 
(I will name them, and let them make their bed of 
i:) Cluftril and Drunlo^ to prove that any Perfon 
ever came to me incognito^ except the Secretary 
Reldrefal^ who was fent by exprefs Com man a of 
his Imperial Majefty, as I have before related. I 
fliould not have dwelt fo long upon this Particular, 
if it had not been a Point wherein the Reputation 
of a great Lady is fo nearly concerned ; to fay no- 
thing of my own ; although I had the Honour to 
be a Nardacy which the Treafurer himfelf is not 5 
for all the World knows he is only a Clumglum^ a 
Title inferior by one Degree, as that of a Marquefs 
is to a Duke in England ; yet I allow he preceded 
me in right of his Poft. Thefe falfe Informations, 
which I afterwards came to the Knowledge of, by 
an Accident not proper to mention, made the 
Treafurer ftiew his Lady for fome Time an ill 
Countenance, and me a worfe : For although, he 
were at laft undeceived and reconciled to her, yet I 
loft all Credit with him ; and found my Intereft 
decline very faft with the Emperor himfelf, who 
was indeed too much governed by that Favourite. 
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CHAP. VII. 

9ie Author being informed of a Deftgn to accufe him 
of High "Treafon^ maketb his Efcape to Bl£Fuscu, 
His Reception there. 

R E I proceed to give an Ac- 
it of my leaving this Kingdom, 
lay be proper to inform the Rea^ 
of a private Intrigue, which had 

1 for two Months forming againft 
/ me. 

I HAD been hitherto all my Life a Stranger to 
Courts, for which I was unqualified by the Mean- 
ncls of my Condition. I had indeed heard and 
read enough of the Difpofitions of great Princes and 
Miniilers ; but never expected to have found fuch 
terrible EfFedls of them in fo remote a Country, 
governed as* I thought by very different Maxims 
ftom thofc in Europe. 

When I was juft preparing to pay my Atten- 
dance on the Emperor of Blefufcu ; a confiderable 
Perfon at Court Cto whom I had been very fervice- 
able at a Time when he lay under the higheft Dif- 
plcafure of his Imperial Majefty) came to my Houfe 
very privately at Night in a clofe Chair, and with- 

F 2 out 
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out lending his Name, defired Admittance : The 
Chairmen were difmiffed j I put the Chair, with 
hb Lordfliip in it, into my Coat Pocket j and givj 
ing Orders to a trufty Servant to fay I was indif- 
pofcd and gone to fleep, I faftncd the Door of my 
Houfe^ placed the Chair on the Tabic, according, 
to my ttfual Cuftom, and fat down by it. After 
the common Salutations were over, obferving his 
tiOrdfhip's Cbuntcnance fill! of Concern, and en- 
quiring into the Reafon, he defired I would hear 
him with Patience, in a Matter that highly con- 
cerned my Honour and my Life. His Speech 
was to the following Effeft, for I took Notes of it 
as foon as he left tne. 

YOU are to know, faid he, that feveral 
Cbmmittees of Council have been lately called in 
the moft private Manner on your Account : And 
it is but two Days fince his Majefty cfme to a full 
Refolution. 

You arc very fcnfible that Skyris Bolgolam (GaU 
htj or High Admiral) hath been your mortal E- 
iiemy almoft ever fince your Arrival. His origi- 
nal Rcafons I know not j but his Hatred is much 
encreafed fince youi- great Succefs againft Blefufiu^ 
by which his Glory, as Admiral, is obicured. This 
Lord, in Conjundion with Flimnap the High Trea- 
furer, whofe Enmity againft you is notorious on 
Account of his Lady ; Limtoc the General, Lalcon 
the Chamberlain, and Ealmuff tht!^V2LX\di Jufticiary, 
have prepared Articles of Impeacbnient againft 
you, for Treafon and other capital Crimes. 

This Preface made mc fo impatient, being con- 
fcious of my own Merits and Innpcence, that I was 
going to interrupt -, when he intrcated mc to be fi- 
lent-, and thus proceeded* 

Out 
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Out of Gratitude for the Favours you have done 
tne, I procured Information of the whole Proceed- 
ings, and a Copy of the Articles, wherein 1 ven- 
ture my Head for your Service. 

Articles of Impeachment agair^ QvinB;US Fles- 
T R I N, {the Man-Mountain,) 

A R T I C L E I. 

WHEREAS, by a Statute made in the 
Reign of his Imperial Majefty CaKn Deffar 
Plune^ it is enafted. That whoever fhall make 
Water within the Precinfts of the Royal Palace^ 
ihall be liable to the Pains and Penalties of High 
Treafon : Notwithftanding, the faid ^itibus Fief 
trin^ in open Breach of the faid Law, under Co- 
lo\ir of extinguifliing the Fire kindled in the A- 
partnient of his Majefty 's moft dear Imperial Con- 
fort, did maiicioufly, traitoroufly, and deviliftily, 
by difcharge of his Urine, put out the faid Fire 
kindled in the faid Apartment, lying and being 
within the Prccinfts of the faid Royal Palace •, a- 
gain ft the Statute in that Cafe provided, 6?^. a- 
gainft the Duty, 6?r. 

A R T I C L E II. 

THAT, the faid ^inbus Eejirin having 
brought the Imperial Fleet of Blefufcu into the 
Royal Port^ and being afterwards commanded by 
his Imperial Majefty to feize all the other Ships of 
the faid Empire of Blefufcu^ and reduce that Em- 
pire to a Province, to be governed by a Vice^Roy 
from hence ; and to deftroy and put to Death not 
only all the Big-Endian Exiles^ but likewifc all the 

People 
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People of that Empire, who would not immediate- 
ly forlake the Big-Endian Herefy : He the faid 
Fleftritiy like a falfe Traitor againll his moft Au- 
fpidous. Serene, Imperial Majefty, did petition to 
be excufed from the faid Service, upon Pretence of 
Unwillingnefs to force the Confcienccs, to dcftrpy 
the Liberties and L^ves of an innocent Fepple* 

ARTICLE III. 

THAT, whereas certain Embfaf&dors arrived 
from the Court of Blefufcu to fue for Peace in his 
Majefty^ Court : He the faid Fleftrin did, like a 
falfe Traitor, aid, abet, comfort, and divert the 
faid Embafladors ; although he knew them to be 
Servants to a Prince who was lately an open Ene- 
my to his Imperial Majefty, and in open War a- 
gainft his laid Majefty. 

ARTICLE IV. 

THAT, the faid ^inhus Flejlrin^ contrary to 
the Duty of a faithftil Subje<5t, i^.now preparing to 
make a Voyage to the Court and Empire of Blcr 
fufcu^ for which he hath received pnly verbal Li- 
cence from his Imperial Majefty ; and under Co- 
lour of the faid Licence, jdoth falfly and traitoroufly 
intend to take the faid Voyage, and thereby to 
aid, comfort, and abet the Emperor of -Bi^/i(/?«, fo 
late an Enemy, and in open War with his Imperial 
Majefty aforefaid. 

There are fome other Articles, but thefe ar^ 
the moft Important, of which I have read you an 
:Abftraa. 

In the feycral Debates upon this Impeachment, 

' \ ' ' it 
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It muft be confeffed, that his Majefty gave many 
Marks of his great Lenity ; often urging the Ser* 
vices you had done him, and endeavouring to ex- 
tenuate your Crimes. The Treafurer and Admiral 
infifted, that you fhould be put to the moft painful 
and ignominious Death, by fetting Fire on your 
Houfe at Night > and the General was to attend 
with twenty thoufand Men armed with poifoned 
Arrows, to Ihoot you on the Face and Hands* 
Some of your Servants, were to have private Orders 
to ftrewapoifonous Juice on your Shirts and Sheets, 
which would foon make you tear your own Flefli, 
and die in the utmoft Torture. The General came 
into the fame Opinion ; fo, that for a long Time 
there was a Majority againft you. But his Majefty 
refolving, if pofTible, to fpare your Life, at laft 
brought off the Chamberlain. 

Upon this Incident, Reldrefah principal Secre- 
tary for private Aflfairs, who always approved 
himfelf your true Friend, was commanded by the 
Emperor to deliver his Opinion, which he accord- 
ingly did ; and therein juftified the good Thoughts 
you have of him. He allowed your Crimes to be 
great ; but that ftill there was room for Mercy, 
the moft commendable Virtue in a. Prince, and for 
which his Majefty was fo juftly celebrated. He 
faid, the Friendfhip betw^jeen you and him was fo 
well known to the World, that perhaps the moft 
honourable Board might think, him partial : How- 
ever, in Obedience to the Command he had re- 
ceived, he would freely offer his Sentiments. That, 
if his Majefty in Confideration of your Services, 
and purfuant to his own merciful Difpoficion, 
would pleafe to fpare your Life, and only give Or- 
der to put out both your Eyes ; he humbly con- 
ceived, that by this Expedient, Juftice might ia 
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Digitized bv 



GooqIc 



72 ^VOTACI /^ LiLLIPUT. 

£bme Meafure be fatisfied, and all the World woul4 
applaud the Lenity of the fimperor, as well as the 
fair and generous Proceedings of thofe who have 
the Hbnour to be his Counfellors. That, the Lois 
of your Eyes would be no Impediment to your bo- 
dily Strength, by which yop might ftill be qfeful 
to his Majpfty. That, Blindnefi is an Addition to 
Courage, by concealing Dangers from us. That^ the 
Fear you had for your Eyes, was the greateft Dif- 
ficulty in bringing over the Enemy's Fleet ; and it 
would be fufficient for you to fee by the Eyes of 
the Minifters, fince the greateft Princes do no more. 

This Propofal was received with the utmoli 
Difapprobation by the whole Board. Bolgolam^ 
the Admiral, could not preferve his Temper -, but 
rifing up in Fury, faid he wondered how the Se- 
cretary durft prefume to give his Opinion for pre- 
ferving the Life of a Traitor : That, the Services 
ypu had performed, were, by all true Reafons of 
State, the great Aggravation of your Crimes : That 
you, who were able to extinguifh the Fire, by dif- 
charge of Urine in her Majefty's Apartment f which 
he mentioned with Horror) might at another Time^ 
raife an Inundation by t;he fame Means, to drown 
the whole palace ; and the fame Strength which 
enabled you to bring over the Enemy ^s Fleet, might 
ferve, upon tjie firll Difcohtent, to carry it back : 
That he had good Reafons to think you were a 
Big'Endian in your Heart j and as Treafon begins 
in the Heart" before it appears in Overt- Afts \ fo 
he accufcd you as a Traitor on that Accopnt, and 
therefore infifted you fhould be put to Death. 

The Treafurer was of the fame Opinion ; he 
(hewed to what Streights his Majefty*s Revenue 
was reduced by the Charge of maintaining you, 
^hich would foon grow infupportable : That, th^ 

Secretary ?3 
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Secretary's Expedient of putting out your Eyes, 
yras fo far from being a Remedy againft this Evil, 
^hat it would probably encreafe it j as it is manifcft 
from the common Praftice of blinding fpm,e Kind 
of Fowl, after which they fed the faftcr, and grc«r 
fooner fat : That, his facred Majefty , and the Couur 
icil, who are your Judges^ were in their own Cour 
fciences fully convmced of yopr Guilt ; which wa$ 
fi fuffijci^ent Argument to condemn you to Death, 
without the formal Proofs required hy the firi£l Le^tfr 
ef tbf Law. 

BjUT his Imperial Majtfty, fylly determined a^ 
giinft capital Punifhment, was gracioufly pleafed 
jtp fay, that fince the Council thought the Lofs Qf 
yofar Eye$ too eafy a Cenfure, fome other may be 
infliftecTliereafter. And your Friend the Secretary 
humply defiring to be heard again, ii> Anfwer to 
what the Trealurjer had objefted, concerning the 
great Charge jiis Maje^y was at in maintaining 
you ; faid, that his JExcellency, who h?d the fole 
pifpofal pf the Emperor?s Revenue, might eafily 
jprovide againft this Evil, by gradually leflening 
your Eftablilhment ; by which, for want of fuffici- 
cnt Food, you would grow weak and faint, and 
Ipfe your Appetite, and confequently dec^y and 
confupie in a few Months ; npitjier would thp 
iStench of your Carc^fs be then fo dangerous, when 
}t Oiould become fnbre tl^an half diminifhed ; and 
immediately upon your Death, five or fix thoufand 
of his Majefty's Subjefts nfight, in two or three 
Days, (Cijt your f'lefli from your Bones, take it a- 
way by Cart-Io^ds, and bury it in diftapt Parts to 
prevent Infe|ftion j leaying the Skeletpn as a Mor 
nument of Admiration to Pofterity. 

Thus, by the great Friendihip of the Secretary, 
the whole Affair was compromifed. It was ftrid^ 
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ly enjoined, that the Projed of ftarving you by 
Degrees Ihould be kept « Secret ; but the Sentence 
of putting out your Eyes was entered on the Books ; 
none difTenting except Bolgolam the Admiral, who 
being a Creature of the Emprefs, was perpetually 
inftigated by her Majefty to infift upon your Death ; 
ihe having born perpetual Malice againft you, on 
Account of that infamous and illegal Method you 
took toextinguifli the Fire in her Apartment. 

In three Days your Friend the Secretary will be 
dh-cAed to come to your Houfe, and read before 
you the Articles of Impeachment ; and then to fig- 
nify the great Lenity and Favour of his Majefty and 
Council 5 whereby you are only condemned to the 
Lofs of your Eyes, which his Majefty doth not 
queftion you will gratefully and humbly fubmit to^ 
and twenty of his Majefty's Surgeons will attend, 
in Order to fee the Operation well performed, by 
difcharging very fliarp pointed Arrows into the Balls 
of your Eyes, as you lie on the Ground. 

I LEAVE to your Prudence what Meafures you 
will take ; and to avoid Sufpicion, I muft immedi- 
ately return in as private a Manner as I came. 

His Lordfhip did fo, and 1 remained alone, un- 
der many Doubts and Perplexities of Mind. 

It was a Cuftom introduced by this Prince and 
his Miniftry, (very different, as I have been affured, 
from the Practices of former Times) that after the 
Court had decreed any cruel Execution, either to 
gratify the Monarches Refentment, or the. Malice 
of a Favourite ; the Emperor always made a Speech 
to his whole Council, expreffing his great Lenity 
and Tendernefsj as ^alities known and confejfed by 
all the fVorld. This Speech was immediately pub- 
lilhed through the Kingdom j nor did any Thing 
terrify the People fo much as thofe Encomiums on 
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his Majefty's Mercy ; bccaufc it was obfcnrcd, that 
the more thcfe Praifes were enlarged and infilled 
on, the more inhuman was the Punifnment, and the 
Sufferer more innocent. Yet, as to myfelf, I muft 
confcfs, having never been defigncd for a Courtier, 
either by my Birth or Education, I was fo ill 4 
Judge of Things, that I could not difcover the Le^ 
niiy and Favour of this Sentence ; but conceived it 
(perhaps erroneoufly) rather to be rigorous than 
gentle. I fometimes thought of {landing my Try- 
al ; for although I could not deny the Fads alledg- 
ed in the feveral Articles, yet I hoped they would 
admit of fome Extenuations. But, having in my 
Life perufed many State-Tryals, which I ever ob- 
ferved to terminate as the Judges thought fit to di- 
reft i I durft not rely on fo dangerous a Decifion, 
in fo critical a Juncture, and againft fuch powerful 
Enemies. Once I was ftrongly bent upon Refif- 
tance : For while I had Liberty, the whole Strength 
of that Empire cpuld hardly fubdue me, and I might 
eafijy with Stones pelt the Metropolis to Pieces : 
But I foon rejefted that Projedl with Horror, by 
remembring the Oath I had made to the Emperor, 
the Favours I received from him, and the high Ti- 
tle of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither had 
I fo foon learned the Gratitude of Courtiers, to per* 
luadc myfelf, that his Majefty's prefent Severities ac" 
quitted me of all pa/l Obligations. 

At lad I fixed upon a Kefolution, for which it 
is probable I may incur fome Cenfure, and not un- 
juftly ; for I confefs I owe the preferving mine 
Eyes, and confequently my Liberty, to my own 
great Rafhnefs and Want of Experience : Becaufe, 
if I had then known the Nature of Princes andMi- 
nifters, which I have fince obferved in many other 
Courts, and their Methods of treating Criminals 
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lefs obnoxious than myfelf ; I fhould wkh gre^t 
Alacrity and Rcadincfs have fubmitted to fo eajy a 
Punifliment. But hurried on by the Precipitancy 
of Youth; and having his Imperial Majefty's Li- 
cence to pay my Attendance upon the Emperor of 
Blefufcu ; I took this Opportunity, befcwje the three 
Days were elapfed, to fend a Letter to my Friend 
the Secretary, fignifying my Refolution of fetting 
out that Morning for Blefufcu^ purfuant to the 
I..eave I had got ; and without waiting for an An- 
fwer, I went to that Side of the Ifland where our 
Fleet lay. I fcizcd a large Man of War, tied a 
Cable to the Prow, and lifung up the Anchors^ I 
ftript myfelf, put my Cloaths (together with my 
Coverlet, which I carried under my Arm) into 
the Veffel ; and drawing it after me, between wad- 
ing and fwimming, arrived at the Royal Port of 
Blefufcu^ where the People had long expefted me : 
They lent me two Guides to direft me to the Capi- 
tal City, \diich is of the fame Name-, I held them 
in my Hands until I came within two hundred 
Yards of the Gate > and defired them to fignify my 
Arrival to one of the Secretaries, and let him know, 
I there waited his Majefty's Commands. I had an 
Anfwer in about an Hour, thart \i\s Majefty, at- 
tended by the Royal Family^ and great Officers of 
the Court, was coming out to repeivc me. I ad- 
vanced a hundred Yards ; the Emperor, and his 
Train, alighted from their Horfes, the Emprefs 
and Ladies from their Coaches ; and I did not per- 
ceive they were in any Fright or Concern, I lay 
on the Ground to kifs his Majefty's and the Em- 
prefs's Hands. I told his Majefty, that I was come 
according to my Promife, and with the Licence of 
the Emperor my Mafter, to have the Honour of 
feeing fo mighty a Monarch, and to offer him afxy 
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Service in my Power, confident with my Duty to 
my^ own Prince ; not mentioning a Word of najf^ 
Difgrace, becaufe I had hitherto no regular Infor-^ 
mation oJF it, and might fuppofe myfelf wholly ig-« 
norant of any fuch Dcfign ; neither could I reafon- 
ably conceive, that the Emperor would difcover the 
Secret while I was out of his Power: Wherein, 
however, it Toon appeared I was deceived. 

I SHALL i)ot trouble the Reader with the partl« 
cular Account of my Reception at this Court', 
which was fuitablc to the Generofity of fo great a 
Prince ; nor of the Difficulties I wa3 in for Want 
cf a Houfe and Bed, being forced to lye on the 
Ground, wr^pt up in my Coverlet. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

fie Author^ by a lucky Accident^ finds Means to 
leave Blefuscu 5 and^ after fome Difficulties^ 
returns fafe to bis Native Country. 

I H R E E Days after my Arrival, 
walking out of Curiofity to the North- 
Eaft Coaft of the Ifland ; I obfcrv- 
cd, about half a League off, in the 
Sea, fomewhat that looked like a 
Boat overturned : I pulled off my 
Shoes and Stockings, and wading two or three 
hundred Yards, I found the Objeft to approach 
nearer by Force of the Tide ; and then plainly faw 
it to be a real Boat, which I fuppofed might, by 
fome Tempeft, have been driven from a Ship. 
Whereupon I returned immediately towards the Ci- 
ty, and defired his Imperial Majefty to lend me 
twenty of the talleft Veffels he had left after the 
Lofs of his Fleet, and three thoufand Seamen under 
the Command of his Vice- Admiral. This Fleet 
failed round, while I went back the fliorteft Way 
to the Coaft, where I firft difcovered the Boat ; I 
found the Tide had driven it ftill nearer -, the Sea- 
men were all provided with Cordage, which I had 
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beForehand twifted to a fufficient Strength. "Whea 
the Ships came up, I ftript myfelf, and waded un- 
til I came within an hundred Yards of the Boat ; 
after which I was forced to fwim until I got up to it. 
The Seamen threw me the End of the Cord, which 
\ fattened to a Hole in the fore-part of the Boat, 
and the other End to a Man of War : But I found 
all my Labour to little Purpofe ; for being out of 
my Depth, I was not able to work. In this Ner 
ceflity, I was forced to fwim behind, and pufh the 
Boat forwards as often as I could, with one of my 
Hands ; and the Tide favouring me, I advanced 
fo far, that I could juft hold up my Chin and feel 
the Ground. I refted two or three Minutes, and 
then gave the Boat another Shove, and fo on, until 
the Sea was no higher than my Arm-pits. And 
now the moft laborious Part being over, I took out 
my other Cables which were ftowed in one of the 
Ships, and fafteningthem firft to the Boat, and then 
to nine of the Veffels which attended me ; the 
Wind being favourable, the Seamen towed, and I 
fhoved until we arrived within forty Yards of the 
Shore ; and waiting until the Tide was cut, I got 
dry to the Boat, and by the Affiftance of two thou- 
fand Men, with Ropes and Engines, I made a Shifi: 
to tiu*n it on its Bottom, aod found it was but little, 
damaged. 

I SHALL not trouble the Reader with ;hc Diffi- 
culties I was under by the Help of certain Paddles, 
which coll me ten Days making, to get my Boat 
to the Royal Port of Blefufcu\ where a mighty 
Concourfe of People appeared upon my Arrival, 
full of Wonder at the Sight of fo prodigious a Vef- 
fel. I told the Emperor, that my good Fortune 
had thrown this Boat in my Way, to carry me to 
fomc Place from whence I might return into my 
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native Country j and begged his Majefty*s Ordcr§ 
for getting Materials to fit it up ; together with his 
Licence to depart ; which, after fome kind Expof- 
tulations, he was pleafed to grant. 

I DID very much wonder, in all this Time, not 
to have heard of any Exprefs relating to me from 
our Emperor to the Court of Blefufcu. But I was 
afterwaras given privately to undcrftand, that his 
Imperial Majefty never imagining I had the leaft 
Notice of his Defigns, believed I was only gone to 
Blefufcu in Performance of my Promife, according 
to the Licence he had given me, which was well 
known at our Court ; and would return in a few 
Days when that Ceremony was ended. But he was 
at laft in Pain at my long Abfence; and, after 
confulting with the Treafurer, and the reft of that 
Cabal ; a Perfon of Quality w s difpatched with 
the Copy of the Articles againfl: mt. This Envoy 
had Inftruftions to reprcfenr to ^h Monarch of Ble^ 
fufcUj the great Lenity of his Mafter, who was con^ 
tent to punifti me no further than wit^ ihc Lofs of 
mine Eyes : That I had fkd from Juftice, and if 
I did not return in two Hours, I (hould be depriv- 
ed of my Title of Nardac^ and declared a Traitor. 
The Envoy further added ; that in order to main- 
tain the Peace and Amity between both Empires, 
his Mafter cxpefted, that his Brother of Blefufcu 
would give Orders to have me fent back to Lilli- 
futy bound Hand and Foot, to be punifhed as a 
Traitor. 

The Emperor of Blefufcu having taken three 
Days to confult, returnea an AniV er co^.fifting of 
many Civilities and Excufes. Hr faid, that as for 
lending me bound, his Brorhe • ivoew it was im- 
pofliblc ; that although I h:i I J ; ved him of his 
Fleet, yet he owed great Obii^ ri /• to mi for many 
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good Offices I had done him in making the Peace. 
That however, both their Majefties would foon be* 
made eafy •, fpr I had found a prodigious Veffel oii 
the Shore, able to carry me on the Sea, which he 
had given Order to fit up with my own Aliiftance 
and Diredion, and he hoped in a few Weeks bath' 
Empires would be freed from fo infupjportable^an 
Incumbrance. 

With (his Anfwer the Envoy returned ito 
Lillipuf^ and the Monarch of Blefufcu related 40^ 
me all that had paffed ; offering meat the fameTimft' 
(but under the ftrifteft Confidence) his gi^cious ' 
Protcdion, if I would continue in his Service % ' 
wherein althoiigh I believed him fincere, yet I ; 
refolved never more to put any Confidence in \ 
Princes or Minifters, where I could poflibly avoid 
it i and therefore, with aU due Acknowledgments 
for his favourable Intentions, I humbly begged toi * 
bcexcufed. I told him, that fince Fortune, whe- ^ 
ther good or evil, had thrown a Veffel in my * 
Way ; Iwas refolved to Venture myfelf in the O- 
cean, rather than be an Occafion of Difference be- 
tween two fuch mighty Monarchs. Neither did I * 
find the Emperor at all difpleafed ; and I difcover- 
ed by a certain Accident, that he was very glad of ^ 
my Refolution^ and fo were moft of his Minilters. 

These Confiderations moved me to hafterr my ? 
Departure fomewhat fooner than I intended % tO' 
which the Court, impatient to have me gone, veiy 
readily contributed. Five hundred Workrften were • 
employed to make two Sails to my Boat, according: 
to my Direftions,'by quilting thirteen fold of their 
ftrongeft Linnen together. I was at the Pains of 
making Ropes and Cables;^ by twifting ten, twen- 
ty; or thirty of the thickeft and ftrongeft of theirs. 
A great Stone that ^I happened to find, after a long 
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Search by the Sea-Shore, fcrved me for an Anchor, 
I had the Tallow of three hundred Cows for. greaf- 
i^ my Boat, and other Ufesw I was at incredible 
Pains in cutting down fome of the ki^efl: Timber 
Trees , for Oars and Mafts, wherein I was, howe- 
VjBri much affifted by his Majefty's Ship-Carpen- 
ters, who helped me in fnKK>thing them, after I 
had done the rough Work. 

;.|n ^bout a Month, when all was prepared, I 
fcm to receive his Majefty's Commands, and to take 
my le^ve. The Emperor and Royal Family came 
out of the Palace ; I lay down on my Face to kifs 
his liand, , which he very gftcioufly gave mc -, fo 
did the l^mprefs, and young Princes of the Blood, 
His M^fty prefented me with fifty Purfos of two 
hundred Sprugs a-pi^e, together with his Pifture 
at. fiiill Length, which I put immediately into one 
of. my Gloves, to keep^ it from being hurt* The 
Ceremonies at my Departure were too many to 
trouble the Reader with at this Time. 

.r STORED the Boat with the Carcafes of an 
hundred Oxen, and three hundred Sheep, with 
Beead and Drink proportionable, and as much Meat 
ready drcflfod as four hundred Cooks could provkie. 
I ^ook with me fix Cows and two Bulls alive, with 
as many Ewes and Rams, intending to carry them 
'into my own Country, and propagate the Breed. 
Acd to feed them on board, I had a good Bundle 
of Hay, and a Bag of Corn. I wou)d gladly have 
taken a Dozen of the Natives \ but this was a 
T^ing the Emperor would by no means permit ; 
and befides a diligent Search into my Pockets, his 
Majefty engaged my Honour not to carry away a- 
ny of his Subjedsj akhoi^h with their own Con- 
fent and Dcfire. 

Havikg 
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. Having thus prepared all Things as well as I 
was able ; I fct Sail on the iwenty-fourih Day of 
September^ 1701, at fix in the Morning •, and when 
I had ^ne about four Leagues to the Northwardf 
the Wind being at South-Eaft, at fix in the Even- 
ing, I dcfcryed a fmall Ifland about half a League 
to the North- Weft. I advanced forward, and Gift 
Anchor on the Lee-fide of the Ifland, which 
feemed to be uninhabited. I then took fome Re- 
ftefhment, and went to my Reft, I flept weP^ 
and as I conjecture at leaft fix Hours ; for I found 
the Day broke in two Hours after I awaked. It 
was a clear Night; I eat my Breakfaft before the 
Sun was up ; and heaving Anchor, the Wind being 
favourable, I fleered the. fame Courfe that I had 
done the Day before, wherein I was direfted by my 
Pocket-Compafs. My Intention was to reach, if 
pdfible, one of thofe Iflands, which I had Reafon 
to believe lay to the North-Eaft of Van jDitm7f% 
Land. I difcovcred nothing all rfiat Day ; but up- 
on the next, about three in the Afternoon, when I 
had by my Cbmputation made twcnty-four Leagues 
from Blefufcu^ I defcryed ft Sail fleering to the 
South-Eaft ; my Courfe was due Eaft. 1 hailed 
her, but could get no Anfwer > yet I found I gain* 
ed upon her, for the Wind flackened. I made all 
the Sail I could, and in half an Hour flie fpyed 
me, then hung out her Ancient, and difcharged a 
Gun. It is not eafy to exprefs the Joy I was in 
upon the unexpe^ed Hope of once more feeing; 
my beloved Cduntry; a,nd the dear Pledges I left in 
it. The Ship flackened her Sails, and I can^ up 
with her between five. and fix in the Evening, 
September 26 ; but my JEieaft leapt within mt to fee 
ho* Englijb Colours. I put my ^ows and Sheep 
into my Coa(-Pockets, and got on board with, all 
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. my little Cargo of Provifions. The VeCel wa's an 
Englijh Merchant man returning from Japan by 
the North and South 5eas\ the Captain, yix.Jobn 
Biddle of Deptford^ a very civil Man, and an ex- 
cellent Sailor. We were now in the Latitude c£ 
30 Degrees South -, there were about fifty Men ia 
the Ship ; and here I met an old Comrade of mi ne, 
one Peter IVilliams^ who gave me a good Charac- 
ter to the Captain. This Gentleman treated me 
with Kindnefs, and defired I would let him know 
what Place I came from laft, and whither I was 
bound •, which I did in few Words •, but he thought 
I was raving, and that the Dangers I underwent 
had difturbed my Head ; whereupon I took my 
black Cattle and Sheep out of my Pocket, which> 
after great Aftonifliment, clearly convinced him pf 
my Veracity. I then fliewed him thp Gold given 
ine by the Emperor of B/i^tt/?«, together with his 
Majefty's Pifture at full Length, an^fomc other 
Rarities of that Country^ I gave him ttfo Purfes 
of two hundred Sprugs each^ and promrfed, when 
we arrived in England^ to 'make him a Prefent of a 
Cow and a Sheep big with Young. - 

I SHALL not troubte the Reader with a particu- 
lar Account of thfe Voyage ; which was very prof- 
perous for the moft Part. We arrived in the 
Downs on the 13th 6i April 1702. I had only 
one Misfortune, that the Rats on bpard carried a- 
way one of my Sheep -, ^I found her Bones in a 
Hole picked clean frbm the Flefli. The reft of my 
Cattle I got fafe on Shore j afnd fet them a grazing 
in a Bowling-Green at Greenwich^ Where thft Fine- 
nefs of the Grafs made them feed very heartily, al- 
though I had always feared thie contrary : Neither 
could I ppflibly have' preferved them' it\ fo long a 
Voyage, if the Captain had. not allowed me fome 
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of his beft Bisket, which rubbed to Powder, and 
mingled with Water, was their conftant Food, 
The fhort Tkrie I continued in England^ I made ^ 
confiderable Profit by (hewing my Cattle to many 
Perfons of Quality, and others : And before I be- 
gian my fecond Voyage, I fold .them for fix hun^ 
dred Pounds. Since my laft Return, I find the 
Breed isconfiderably increafed, efpecially the Sheep ; 
which I hope wiU^ prove much to the. Advantage 
of the Woollen Manufafture, by the Fincnefs of 
the Fleeces. 

IsTAYED but two Moflths with my Wife and 
Family ; for my infatiabk Defire of feeing foreign 
Countries would fufFer me to continue no longer. 
I left fifteen hundred Tourids with my Wife, and 
fixed her in a good Houfe at Redriff. My remain- 
ing Stock I carried with me. Part in Money, and 
Part in Goods, in hopes to improve my Fortunes* 
My eldefl: Uncle, Jobn^ had left me an Eftate in 
Land, near Eppingy of about thirty Pounds a 
Year ; and I had a long Leafe of the Black-Bull 
in Feiter-Laney which yielded mfe as much more : 
So, that I was not in any Danger of leaving my 
Family upon the Parifh. My Son Johnny^ named 
fo after his Uncle, was at the Gramniar-School, 
and a towardly Qiild. My Daughter Betty ("who 
is now well married, and hath Children^ was then 
at her Needle-Work. I took Leave of my Wife, 
and Boy and Gi'rlj with Tears on both Sides ; and 
went on board the Adventurer^ a Merchant-Ship of 
three hundred Tons, bound for Surat^ Captain 
John Nicholas of Liverpool^ Commander. But my 
Account of this Voyage muft be referred* to thp: 
fecond Part of my Travels. 

The End of ihefirjl Part. 
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A great Storm defcribed. The long Boat fent to fetch 
Watery the Author goes with it to difcover the 
Country. He is Irft on Shore^ is feized by one of 
the Natives^ and carried to a Farmer^ s Houfe. ^ 
His Reception tbere^ with fever al Accidents that 
happened there . A Defcription of the Inhabitants. 

A V I N G been condemned by Nature 
and Fortune to an active and reftlels 
Life ; in ten Months after my Return, 
I again left my native Country and 
took ihipping in the Downs on the 
2oth Day of June 1702, in the Adventure^ Capt, 
John Nicholas^ a Comijb Man, Commander, bound 

for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DifcoveredADj/^J 







S^Seta 
CMendocir 

Pt? STrancis Dr al^^V?^ 
P.M(Biterey^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized bv 



GooqIc 



^VoYAGl/^BROBDINQNAa, Zj 

for SutMt. Wc had a very profperous Gale mitil. 
we arrived at the Cape of Good-Hope j where we 
landed for frefh Water •, but difcovering a Leak 
we unihipped oar Goods, and wintered there ; for 
the Captain falling (kk of an Ague, we couJd not 
leave the Cape until the End of March. We then 
let fail, and had a good Vayage until we pafied tho 
Streigbts of Madagafear % but having got North* 
ward of that Ifland, and to about five Degrees 
Soudi-Latitude, the Winds^ w^ich in thofe Seas 
are obferved to blow a conftant equal Gale between 
the North and Weft, from the Beginning of i>- 
cembir to the Beginning of May^ •n the 19th of 
AprU b^n to blow with much greater Vidence, 
and more Wefterly than .ufual ; continuing fo for 
twenty Days together, during ^hich Time we were 
driven a little ta the Eaft of the Molucca Ifhnds, and : 
about three Degrees Northward of the Line, asour 
Captain found by an Obfervation he took the 2d of 
May J at which Time the Wind ceafed, and it was . 
a perfeft Calm, whereat I was not a little rejoyced. 
But he being a Man well experienced in the Nai^ 
gation of thofe Seas, bid us all prepare againit 4 
Storm, which accordingly happened the Day fol« ^ 
lowing : F^or a Southern Wind, calM the SoUft 
thern Monfeon^ began to fet in. 

Finding ie wad like to overblow, we took in*... 
our Sprit-iail, and flood by to hand the Fore-fail ^ 
but making fool Weather, we looked ^e Guna 
were all fait, and handed the Miflen. The Ship 
lay very broad off, fo we thought i( better ipopnjng 
bdfore the Sea, than trying or huIling*^ Wc rccft . 
the Fore-fail and fet him, we hawled aft the Fore* 
fheet \ the Helm was hard a- Weather. The Ship 
wore bravely, Wc belayed the Foredown-hall ; but, 
the Sail was fplit, and we hawled down the Yard„ 
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and got the Sail into the Ship, and unbound all the 
Things clear of it. It was a very fierce Storm ; the 
Sea broke (trange and dangerous. We hawled ofi^ 
upon the Lanniard of the Whip-ftafF, and helped the 
Man at Helm. We could not get down ourTop- 
Maft, but let all ftand, becaufe ihe fcudded before 
the Sea very well, and we knew that the Top-Maft 
being aloft, the Ship was the wholefomer, and made 
better way through the Sea, feeing we had Sea-room. 
When the Storm was over, we fct Fore-fail and 
Main-fail, and brought the Ship to. Then we fet 
the Miflen, Maincop»Sail and the F<Mietop-Sail. Our 
Courfe was Eaft North-Eaft, the Wind was at 
South-Weft. We got the Starboard Tack aboard, 
we caft off our Weather-braces and Lifts ; we fet 
in the Lee-braces, and hawled forward by the Wea^ 
therrbowlings, and hawled them tight, and belayed 
them, and hawled over the Miffcn Tack to Wind- 
ward, and kept her full and by as near as fhe would 
lye. . 

During this Storm, which was followed by a 
(bong Wind Weft-South- Weft, we were carried 
by my Computation about five hundred Leagues 
to the Eaft, fo that the oldeft Sailor on board could 
not tell in what Part of the World we were. Our 
Provifions held out well, our Ship was ftaunch, 
and oqr Crew all in good Health ; but we lay in the 
utmoft Diftrefe for Water. We thought it beft to 
hold on the fame Courfe rather than turn more Nor- 
therly, which might have brought usto the North- 
Weft Parts of great Jartary^ and into the frozen 
Sea. 

On the i6th Day of June 1703, a Boy on the 
Top-maft difcovered Land. On the 17th we came 
m full View of a great Ifland or Continent, (for 
we knew not whither) on the South-fide whereof 
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was a fmaU Neck of Land jutting out into the Sea, 
and a Creek too (hallow to hold a Ship of above 
ope hundred Tuns. We caft Anchor within a 
League of this Creek, and our Captain fent a dozen 
of his Men well armed in the Long Boat, with 
Veffels for Water, if any could be found. I defired 
his Leave to go with them, that I might fee the 
Country, and make what Difcoveries I could. When 
we came to Land we law no River or Spring, nor 
any Sign of Inhabitants. Our Men therefore wan- 
dered on the. Shore to find out fome frefh Water 
near the Sea, and I walked alone about a Mile on 
the other Side, where I obferved the Country all 
barren and roc^y. I now began to be weary, and 
feeing nothing to tjntertain my Guriofity, I returned 
genriy down towards the Creek -, and the Sea being 
full in my View, I faw our Men already got into 
the Boat, and rowing for Life to the Ship. I was 
going to halloo after them, although it had been 
to little Purpofe, when I obferved a huge Creature 
walking after them in the Sea, as faft.as he could : 
He waded not much deeper than his Knees, and 
took prodigk>us Strides : But our Men had the ftart 
of him half a League, and the Sea thereabouts be- 
ing full of Iharp pointed Rocks, the Monfter was 
not able to overtake the Boat. This I was after-r 
wards told, for I durft not ftay to fee the Iffue of 
that Adventure 5 but run as fall as I could the Way 
I firft went ; and then climbed up a deep Hill, 
which gave me fome Profpeft of the Country. I 
found it fully ailtivated ; but that which firft furr 
prized me was the Length of the Grafs, which in 
thofe Grounds that feemed to be kept for Hay, was 
above twenty Foot high. 

I FELL into a high Road, for fo I took it to 
be, although it fcrved to the Inhabitants only as ^ 
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Foot Path through a Field of Barley. Here I wrfk- 
ed on for fome Time, but could fee little on either 
Side, it being now near Harveft, and the Corn rifing 
at leaft forty Foot. I was an Hour walking to 
the End of this Field i which was fenced in with a 
Hedge of at leaft one hundred and twenty Foot 
high, and the Trees fo lofty that I could make no 
Computation of their Akitude. There was a Stilo 
to pafs from this Field into the next: It had four 
Steps, and a Stone to crofs over when you came to 
the utmoft. It was impofiible for me to climb this* 
Stile, becaufe every Step was fix Foot high, and the 
upper Stone above twenty. I was endeavouring to 
find fome Gap in the Hedge } when I difcovered 
one of the Inhabitants in the next Field advancing 
towards the Stile, of the iame Sine with him whom 
I faw in the Sea purfuing our Boat. He appeared 
as tall as an ordinary Spire-Steeple ; and took about 
ten Yards at every Stride, as near as I could guefi. 
I was (truck with the utmoft Fear and Aftoni(hment» 
and ran to hide my feif in the Corn, from whence 
I faw him at the Top of the Scile, looking back 
into the next Field on the right Hand \ and heard 
hitn call in a Voice ipany Degrees louder than a 
fpeaking Trumpet ; but the Noife was fo high in the 
Air, thatatfirll I certainly thought k wasThun*^ 
der. Whereupdn feven Monfters like himfelf came 
towards turn with Reaping* Hooks in their Hands, 
each Hook about the largenefe of fix Scythes. 
Thefe People were not fo well dad as the firft» 
whofe Servants or Labourers they Icemed to be. 
For, upon fome Words he fpoke, they went to 
reap the Corn in the Field where I lay. I kept 
from them at as great a Diftance as I could, but 
was forced to move with extreme Difficulty ; for 
th& Stalks of the Corn were fometimcs not abov^ 
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a Foot diftant, fo that I could hardly fqueeze my 
Body betwixt them. However, I made a fhifc to go 
forward until I came to a part of the Field where 
the Corn had been laid by the Rain and Wind : 
Here it was impoffible for me to advance a Seep ; 
for the Stalks were fo interwoven that I could not 
creep through, and the Beards of the fallen Ears fo 
ftrong and pointed, that they pierced through my 
Cloachs into my Fle(h. At the fame Time I heard 
the Reapers not above an hundred Yards behind me. 
Being quite difpirited with Toil, and wholly over- 
come by Grief and Defpair, I lay down between 
two Ridges, and heartily wifhed I might there end 
my Days. I bemoaned my defolate Widow, and 
fatherlels Children : I lamented my own Polly 
and Wjlfulnefs in attempting- a fecond Voyage a- 
gainft the Advice of all my Friends and Relations. 
In this terrible Agitation of Mind I could not for- 
bear thinking of Ltllipuij whole Inhabitants bok- 
cd upon me as the greateft Prodigy that ever ap- 
peared in the World ; where I was able to draw an 
Imperial Fleet in my Hand, and perform thofe o^ 
ther Adions which will be recorded for ever in 
the Chronicles of that Empire, while Pofterity (hall 
hardly believe them, although attefted by Millions. 
I refle&ed what a Mortification it muft prove to me 
to appear as inconfiderable in this Nation, as one 
iingle Lilliputian would be among us. But, this I 
conceived was to be the leaft of my Misfortunes i 
For, as human Creatures are obferved to be more 
ikvag^ and cruel in Proportion to their Bulk ; 
what could I expedlf but to be a Morfel in the Mouth 
of the firft among thefe enormous Barbarians, who 
ihould happen to feize me ? Undoubtedly Philofo- 
phere are in the Right when they tell us, that no- 
thing is great or little, otherwife than by Compari- 
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fon : It might have pleafed Fortune to let thcUllipU' 
tians find fome Nation, where the People were as di- 
minutive with refpeft to them as they were to me. 
And who knows but that even this prodigious Race of 
Mortals might be equally overmatched in fomediftant 
Part of the World, whereof we have yet no Difcovery ? 
Scared and confounded as I was, I could not 
forbear going on with thefe RefleAions ; when one 
of the Reapers approaching within ten Yards of the 
Ridge where I lay, made me apprehend, that with 
the next Step I ftiould be fquafhed to Death under 
his Foot, or cut in two with his Reaping- Hook. 
And therefore when he was again about to move, I 
fcreamed as loud as Fear could make rte. Where- 
upon the huge Creature trod fhort, and looking 
round about under him for fome Time, at laftefpied 
me as I lay on the Ground. He confidered a while 
with the Caution of one. who «ideavours to lay 
hold on a fmall dangerous Animal in fuch a Manner, 
that it Ihall not be able either to fcratch or to bite 
him ; as I my felf have fometimes done with a Wea- 
fel in England. At length he ventured to take me 
up behind by the Middle between his Fore-finger and. 
Thumb, and brought me within three Yards of 
his Eyes, that he might behold my Shape more per- 
fe<aiy. I gueffed his Meaning ; and my good For-^ 
tune gave me fo much Prefence of Mind, that I 
refolved not to ftruggle in the Icaft, as he held me 
in the Air above fixty Foot from the Ground ; al- 
though he grievoufly pinched my Sides, for fear I 
Ihould flip through lui Fingers. All 1 ventured was 
to raife mine Eyes towards the Sun, and place my 
Hands together in a fupplicating PcAure, and to 
fpeak fome Words in an liumble melancholy Tone, 
fuitable to the Condition I then was in. For, I ap- 
prehended every Moment that, he would dafti me 

againft 
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s^inft the Ground, as we ufually do any little 
hateful Animal which we have a Mind to deftroy. 
But my good Star would have it, that he appeared 
pleafed with my Voice and Gcftures, and began to 
look upon me as a Curiofity ; much wondering to 
hear me pronounce articulate Words^ although he 
codd not underiband them. In the mean Time, I 
was not able to forbear groaning and (hedding 
Tears, and ^turning my Head towards my Side§ ; 
letting him know, as well as I could, how cruelly 
I was hurt by the Prefliire of his Thumb and Fin- 
ger. He feemed to apprehend my Meaning ; for^ 
lifting up the Lappet .of his Coat,, he put me gently 
into it, and immediately ran along with me to his 
Maftcr, who was a fubftantial Farmer, and the fame 
Perfon I had firft feen in the Field. 

The Farmer having (as I fuppofed by their 
TalkJ received fuch an Account of me as his Ser- 
vant could give him, took a Pi^ce of a fraall Straw, 
about the Size of a walking Staffs and therewith 
lifted up the Lappets of my Coat ; which it feems 
he thought to be fome Kind of covering that Na- 
ture had given me. He blew my Hairs afide to 
take a better View of my Face. He called his 
Hinds abou^ him, and asked them (as J afterwards 
learned) whether they had ever feen in the Fields 
any little Creature that refembled me. He then 
placed me foftly on the Ground upon all four -, but 
I got immediately up, and walked (lowly back- 
wards and forwards, to let thofe People fee I had 
no Intent to run away. They all. fate down in a 
Circle about me, the better to obferve my Motions. 
I pulled off my Hat, and made a low Bow towardsi 
the Farmer : I fell on my Knees, and lifted up my/ 
Hands and Eyes, and fpoke fevcral Words as loud 
as I could : I took* a Purfe of Gold out of my 
' Pocket, 
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Pocket, and humbly prefented it to him. Mf re^ 
ceived it on the Palm of his Hand, then applied 
it clofe to his Eye, to fee what it was, and after- 
wards turned it feveral Times with the Point of a 
Pin, (which he took out of his Sleeve,) but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a Sign 
that he (hould place his Hand on the Ground : I 
then took the Purfe, and opening it, poured all 
the Gold into his Palm. There were fix Spamjh* 
Pieces of four Fiftoles each, bcfidcs twenty or thir- 
ty fmallcr Coins. I few him wet the Tip of his 
Jittle Finger upon his Tongue, and take up one of 
my largeft Pieces, and then another; but hefcem- 
cd to be wholly ignorant what they were. He 
made me a Sign to put them again into my Purfe, 
and the Purfe again into my Pocket ; which after 
oflfefing to him feveral Times, I thought it bcft to 
do. 

The Farmer by this Time was convinced I 
muft be a rational Creature, He fpokc often to me, 
but the Sound of his Voice pierced my Ears like 
that of a Water- Mill ; yet his Words were articu- 
late enough, I anfwered as loud as I could in ie* 
veral Languages ; and he often laid his Ear within 
two Yards of me, but all in vain, for we were 
wholly unintelligible to each other. He then fenc 
his Servants to their Work, and taking his Hand* 
kerchief out of his Pocket, he doubled and fpread 
it on his Hand, which he placed flat on the Groun^ 
with the Palm upwards, making me a Sign to ftep 
into it, as 1 could eafily do, for it was not above a 
Foot in thicknefs. I thought it my Part to obey s 
and for fear of falling, laid my fdf at full Length 
upon the Handkerchief, with the Remainder of 
which he lapped me up to the Head for further 
Security i and in this Manner carried me home to 
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his Ho«fe. There be called his Wife, and fhewed 
me CO her; but (he (creamed and ran back as 
Women in England do at the Sight of a Toad or a 
Spider. However, when (he had a while feen my 
Behaviour, and how well I obferved the Signs her 
Husband made, (he was foon reconciled, and by 
D^rces grew extremely tender of me. 

It was about twelve at Noon, and a Servant 
brought in Dinner. It was only one fubftantial 
Difh of Meat ((it for the plain Condition of an 
Husband-Man) in a Di(h of about four and twenty 
Foot Diameter. The Company were the Farmer 
and Wife, three Children, and an old Grandmo- 
ther : When they were fat down, the Farmer pla- 
ced me at fome Di(bnce from him on the Table, 
which was thirty Foot high from the Floor. I 
was in a terrible Fright, and kept as far as I could 
from the Ecige, for fear of falling. The Wife minced 
a bit of Meat, then crumbled fome Bread on a 
Trencher, and placed it before me. I made her a 
low Bow, took out my Knife and Fork, and fell 
to eat ; which gave them exceeding Delight. The 
Miftrtls fent her Maid for a fmall Dram-cup, 
which held about two GaUons ; and filled it with 
Drink : I took up the Veffel with much Difficulty 
in both Hands, and in a moft relpedful Manner 
drank to her L4dy(hip's Health, expreffing the 
Words as loud as I could in Englijb ; which made 
the Company laugh fo heanily, that I was almoft 
deafened with the Noife. This Liquor rafted like 
a fmall Cyder, and was not unpleafanr. Then the 
^^fter tnade me a Sign to come to his Trencher 
(ide ; but as I walked on the Table, being in great 
Surprize all the Time, as the indulgent R^er will 
eafily conceive ^nd excufe, I happened to (tumble 
againft a Cruft, and fcU flat on my Face, but re- 
ceived 
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ceivcd no Hurt. I got up immediately, and ot> 
ferving the good People to be in much Concern, I 
took my Hat (which I held under my Arm out of 
good Manners) and waving it over my Head, 
made three Huzza's, to (hew I had got no Mifchief 
by the Fall. But advancing forwards toward my 
Mailer (as I fball henceforth call him) his young- 
eft Son who fate next him, an arch Boy of about 
ten Years old, took me up by the L^, and held 
me fo high in the Air, that I trembled every 
Limb ; but his Father fnatched me from him ; and 
at the fame Time gave him fuch a Box on the Left 
Ear, as would have felled an European Troop of 
Horfe to the Earth ; ordering him to be taken 
from the Table. But, being afraid the Boy might 
owe me a Spight, and well remembring how mif- 
chievous all Children among us naturally are to 
Sparrows, Rabbits, young Kittens, and Puppy- 
Dogs; I fell on my Knees, and pointing to the 
Boy, made my Mafter underftand, as well as I 
could, that I defired his Son might be pardoned.^ 
The Father complied, and the Lad took his Seat 
again ^ whereupon I went to him and kifled his 
Hand, which iny Mafter took, and made him ftroak 
me gently with it. . . 

In the Midft of Dinner my Miftrefs*s favourite 
Cat leapt into her Lap. I heard a Noife behind 
me like that of a Dozen Stocking<weavers at work ; 
and turning my Head, I found it prbceeded from 
the Purring of this Animal, who feemed to be three 
Times larger than an Ox, as I computed by the 
View of her Head and one of her Paws, while 
her Miftrefs was feeding and ftroaking her. The 
Fierccnefe of this Creature's Countenance altogether 
difcompofed me ; although I ftood at the further 
End of the Table, aboye fifty Foot off j and al- 
though 
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though my Miftrcfs held her faft for fear ihe might 
give a Spring, and feize me in her Talons. But, it 
happened there was no Danger ; for the Cat took 
not the leaft Notice of me when my Maftcr placed 
me within three Yards of her. And as I have 
been always told, and found true by Experience in 
my Travels, that flying, or difcovering Fear be- 
fore a fierce Animal, is a certain Way to make it 
purfue or attack you ; fo I refolvcd, in this dange- 
rous Junfture, to fhew no manner of Concern. I 
walked with Intrepidity five or fix Times before 
the very Head of the Cat, and came within half a 
Yard of her ; whereupon flie drew herfelf back, as 
if flie were more afraid of me : I had Icfs Apprc- 
henfion concerning the Dogs, whereof three or four 
came into the Room, as it is ufual in Farmers 
Houfes \ one of which was a Maftiff, equal in Bulk 
to four Elephants, and a Grey-hound fomewhat 
taller than the MaftifF, but not fo larjge. 

When Dinner was almo|l done, the Nurfe 
came in with a Child of a Year old in her Arms ; 
who immediately fpied me, and began a Squall 
that you might have heard from London-Bridge to 
Cbelfea ; after the ufual Oratory of Infants, to get 
me for a Play-thing. The Mother out of pure In- 
dulgence took me up, and put me towards the 
Child, who prefently fcized me by the Middle, 
and got my Head in his Mouth, where I roared fo 
loud that the Urchin was Wghted, and let me 
drop \ and I Ihould have infallibly broke my 
Neck, if the Mother had not held her Apron un- 
der me. The Nurfe, to quiet her Pabe, made ufe 
of a Rattle, which was i Kind of hollow Veflel fil- 
led with great Stone^, and faftned by a Cable to 
the Child's Waifc: But all in vain, fo that fhe was 
forced to apply the laft Remedy t^ giving it fuck. 

Vol. }II. H Imuft 
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I muft confcls na Objed ever difgufted mc fo much 
as the Sight of her monftrous Bread, which I can- 
not tell what to compare with, fo as to give the 
curious Reader an Idea of its Bulk, Shape, and Co- 
lour. It ftood prominent fix Foot, and could not 
be lefs than fixteen in Circumference. The Nipple 
was about half the Bignefs of my Head, and the 
Hue both of that and the Dug, fo varified with 
Spots, Pimples, and Preckles, that nothing could 
appear more naufeous : For I had a near Sight of 
her, (he fitting down the more conveniently to give 
Suck, and I (landing on the Tabfe^ This made 
me refleA upon the lair Skins of our Englijh La- 
dies, who appmr fo beautiful to us, only bccadc 
they are of our own Size, and their Defcds not to 
be feen, but through a magnifying Giafs, where we 
find by Experin^nt, that the fmootheft and whiteft 
Skins look rough and ipoarfe, and ill coloured. 

I REMEMBER wheu 1 was at LHlifuty the Com- 
plexions of thofe diminutive People appeared to me 
the faireft in tlic World : And talking upon this 
SubjeA with a Perfon of Learning there, who was 
an intimate Friend of mine •, hefaid, that my Face 
appeared much fiiirer and fmoother when he jooked 
on mc from the Ground, than it did upon a nearer 
View when I took him up in my Hand, and 
brought him clofe ; which he confe(fcd was at firft 
a very (hocking Sight. He faid, he ^^ouW <^ifcover 

treat Holes in my Skin v that tl^ Stutnps of my 
, card were ten Times ftrongier than tl^ Briftles 
of a Boar •, and my Complexion made up of feveral 
Colours altogether difagreeable : Although I muft 
beg leave to fay fpr my felf^ that lam as feir as 
moft of my Sex and^ Country, and very little Sun- 
burnt by all my Travels, On tljc other Sides, dif- 
courfing of the Ladies in that Emperor's Court, he 
* ufed 
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uled to tell me, one had Freckles, another too wicie 
a Mouth, a third too large a Nofc -, nothing of 
which I was able to diftinguifh* I confefs, this Re- 
fleftion was obvious enough ; which, however, I 
could not forbear, left the Reader might thmk thofe 
vaft Creatures were aftually deformed : For I muft 
do them Juftice to fay, they are a comely Race of 
People ; and particularly the Features <rf^ my Ma- 
tter's Countenance, although he were but a Farmer, 
when I beheld him from the Height of fixty Foot, 
appeared very well proportioned. 

When Dinner was done, my Matter went out 
to his Labourers ; and, as 1 could difcover by hii 
Voice and Gefture, gave hia Wife a ftrift Charge 
to take Care of me. I was very much tired and 
difpofed to fleep, which my Miftrefs perceiving, 
/he put me on her own Bed, and covered mc with 
a clean white Handkerchief, bm largq- and coarfer 
than the Main Sail of a Man of W^r. 
. I SLEPT about two Hours, and dreamed I was 
at home with my Wife and Children, which aggra* 
vattd my Sorrows when I waked and found my 
felf alone in a vaft Room, between two and three 
hundred Foot wide, and alDove two hundred high \ 
lying in a Bed twenty Yards wide. My Miftrefs 
was gone about her houftiold Affairs, and had 
locked me in. The Bed was eight Yards from the 
Floor. Some natural Neceffities required mc to get 
down : I durft not prefume to call, and if I had, 
it would have been in vain, with fuch a Voice aa 
inine, at fo. great a Diftance from the Room where 
I lay, to- the Kitchen where the Family kept; 
While I was under thefe Circumftances^ two Rata 
crept up the Curtains, and ran fmeUing backwards 
and forwards on the Bed : One of them came^ up 
a^mott to my Face \ whereupon I role ii^ a Fright,! 
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and drew out my Hanger to defend myfelf. Thefe 
horrible Animak had the Boldnefs to attack me on 
both* Sides, and one of them held his Fore- feet at 
my Collar ; but I had the good Fortune to rip up 
his BcIJy before he could do me any Mifchief. He 
fell down at my Feet ; and the other feeing the 
Fate of his Comrade, made his Efcape, but not 
without one good Wound on the Back, which I 
gave him as he fled, and made the Blood run 
trickling froip him. After this Exploit, I walked 
gently to and fro on the Bed, to recover my Breath 
and JLofs of Spirits. Thefe Creatures were of the 
Size of a lai^e MaftifF, but infinitely more nimble 
and fierce ; (o that, if I had taken ofi^ my Belt be- 
fore I went to fleep, I muft have infallibly been 
torn to Pieces and devoured. I meafured the Tail 
of the dead Rat, and found it to be two Yards 
long, wanting an Inch ; but it went againft my 
Stomach to drag'liie Carcafs dflPthe Bed, where it 
lay ftill bleeding ; I oUerved it had yet fome Life, 
but with a ftrong Slafh crols the Neck, I tho* 
roughly difpatched it. % 

Soon -after, my Millrels came into the Room, 
who feeing me all bloody, ran and took me up ia 
her Hand. I pointed to the dead Ratj fmiling 
and making other Signs to ihew I was not hurt ; 
whereat fhe was extremely rcjoyced, calling the 
Matd to take up the dead Ral with a Pair of Tongs, 
and throw k out of the Window. Thea fhe fet me 
on a Table, where I fhewed her my Hanger all 
bloody, and wiping it on the Lappet of mv Coat, 
returned it to the Scabbard. I was prefled to do 
more than one Thing, which another could not do 
for me -, and therefore endeavoured to make my 
Miftrefs undcrftand, that I defired to be fet down on 
the Floor *, which after fhe had.done, my Bafhful- 
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tiefs would not fuffer me to exprcfe my felf farther 
tlv^n. by pointiog to the Door, and bowing feveral^ 
Times. The good Woman with much Difficuky'' 
at laft perceived what I would be at ; and taking 
me up again in her Hand, walked into the Garden^ 
where flie let me down. I went on one Side about 
two hundred Yards ; and beckoning to her not to 
look or to follow me, I hid my felf between two 
Leaves of Sorrel, and there difcharged the Necef- 
fities of Nature. 

I HOPE, the gentle Reader will excufe me for 
dwelling on thefe and the like Particulars ; whicb 
however infignificant they may appear to grovel- 
ling vulgar Minds, yet will certainly help a Philo- 
fopher to enlarge his Thoughts and Imagination, 
and apply them to the Benefit of publick as well as 
private Life ; which was my fole Defign in pre- 
fcnting this, and other Accounts of my Travels to 
the World •, wherein, I have been chiefly ftudious 
of Truth, without affefting any Ornaments of 
Learning, or of Style. But, the whole Scene of 
this Voyage made fo ftrong an Imprcflion on my 
Mind« and is fodcfeply fixed in my Memory, .thstf 
in committing it to Paper, I did not omit one ma- 
terial Circumftance :: However, upon a ftrift Re- 
view, I blotted out feveral Pallag^ of lefs Mo- 
ment which were in my firft Copy, for fear of be- 
ing cenfured as tedious and trifling, whereof Tra- 
vellers are often, perhaps, not without Juftice, 
accufed. 
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CHAP. IL 

A Defcription of the Farmer's Daughter, ^e Au- 
thor carried to a Market-To^wn^ and then to the 
Metropolis. The Particulars of his Journey. 

Y Miftrefs had a Daughter of nine 
Years old, a Child of towardly Parts 
for her Age, very dextrous at her 
Needle, and (kilful in drefling her 
Baby. Her Mother and ftie contriv- 
ed to fit up the Baby -s Cradle for me againfl: 
Night : The Cradle was put into a fmall Drawer 
of a Cabinet, and the Drawer placed upon a hang- 
ing Shelf for fear of the Rats. This was my Bed 
all the Time I flayed with thofe People, although 
made more convenient by Degrees, as I began to 
learn their Language, and make my Wants known. 
This young Girl was fo handy, that after I had 
once or twice pulled off my Cloaths befoVe her, 
ihe was able to drefs and undrefs me, although I 
never gave her that Trouble when Ihe would let 
me do either my fclf. She made me feven Shirts, 
and fome other Linnen of as fine Cloth as could be 
gpt, which indeed was coarfer than Sackcloth ; and 
thefe ftie conftantly walhed for me with her own 
Hands. She was likewife my School-Miftrefs to 
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teach mc the Language : When I pointed to any 
Things fhe told me the Name of it in her own 
Tongue, fo, that in a few Days I was able to call 
for whatever I had a mind to. She was very good- 
natured, and not above forty Foot high, being lit- 
tle of her Age. She gave me the Name of Gril" 
drig^ which the Family took up, and afterwards the 
whole Kingdom. The Word imports what the 
Latins call Nanunculus, the Italians Homuncekti- 
nOj and the Englijh Mannikin. To her I chiefly 
owe my Prefervation in that Country : We never 
parted while I was there ; I called her my Glum- 
dalclikbj or little Nurfe : And I Ihould be guilty 
of great Ingratitude, if I omitted this honourable 
Mention of her Care and AiFe£tion towards me^ 
which I heartily with it lay in my Power to requite 
as (he deferves, inftead of being the innocent, but 
unhappy Inftrument of her Difgrace, as I have too 
much Reafon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 
Neighbourhood, that ray Mailer had found a 
ftrange Animal in the Field, about the Bignefe of 
a Spalcknuck, but exadly (haped in every Part like 
a human Creature ; which it likewife imitated in all 
its Aftions ; feemed to fpeak in a little Language of 
its own, had already learned fcvcral Words of 
theirs, went ere6t upon two Legs, was tame ancj 
gentle, would come when it was called, do whate- 
ver it was bid, had the fiaeft Limbs in the Worlds 
and a Complexion fairer than a Nobleman's Daugh- 
ter of three Years old. Another Farmer who lived 
hard by, and was a particular Friend of my Mailer,' 
came on a Vifit, on Purpofe, to enquire into the 
Truth of this Story. I was immediately produced, 
and placed upon a Table, where I walked as I was 
commanded, drew my Hanger, put it up again, 
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made my Reverence to my Mafter's Gueft, aflccd 
him in his own Language how he did, and cold 
him he was welcome -, juft as my little Nurfe had 
inftrufted me. This Man, who was old and dim- 
fighted, plit on his Speftacles to behold me better, 
at which I could not forbear laughing very heartily ; 
for his Eyes appeared lik^ the Full-Moon Ihining 
into a Chamber at two Windows. Our People, 
who difcovered the Caufe of my Mirth, bore me 
Company in Laughing ; at which the old Fellow 
was Fool enough to be angry and out of Coun- 
tenance. He had the Charafter of a great Mifer ; 
and to nty Misfortune he well deferved it, by the 
curfed Advice he gave my Mafter to Ihew me as a 
Sight upon a Market Day in the neJ^t Town, 
which was half an Hour*s riding, about two ancj 
twenty Miles from our Houfe. 1 gueffed there was 
fome Mifchief contriving, when I obfcrved my 
Mafter and his Friend whifpering long together, 
fometimes pointing at me i and my Fears made me 
fency , that I overheard and underftood fome of their 
Words. But, the next Morning Glumdalclikb my 
little Nurfe told me the whole Matter, which fhe 
had cunningly picked oqt from her Mother. The 
poor Girl laid me on her Bofom, and fell a weeping 
with Shame and Grief, She apprehended fome 
Mifchief would happen to me, from rude, vulgar 
Folks who might fqueeze me to Death, or break 
one of my Limbs by taking me in their Hands. 
She had alfo obferved how mpdeft I was in my 
Nature, how nicely I regarded my Honour ; and 
.what an Indignity I fhould conceive, to be exi)ofed 
for Money as a publick Spedacle to the meaneft of 
the People. She faid her Papa and Mamma had 
promifed that Gridrig Ihould be hers ; but now fhe 
Jbijnd they meant to ferve her as they did laft Year, 
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when they pretended to* give her a' Lamb ; and yet, 
as.foon as it was fat, fold it to a Butcher. For my 
own Part, I may truly afErm, that I was lefs concern- 
ed than my Nurfe. I had a ftrong Hope which 
never left me, that I fliould one Day recover my 
Liberty i and as to the Ignominy of being carried 
about for a Monfter, I confidered my felf to be a 
perfeft Stranger in the Country ; and, that fuch a 
Misfortune could oever be charged upon me as ^ 
Reproach if ever I Ihould return to England ; finee 
the King of Great Britain himfelf, in my G)nditi- 
on, muft have undergone the fame Diftrcfs. 

My Matter, purfuant to the Advice of his 
Friend, carried me in a Box the next Market- Day 
to the neighbouring Town 5 and took along with 
him his little Daughter, my Nurfe, upon a Pillion 
behind me. The Box was clofe on every Side,* 
with a litde Door for me to go in and out, and a 
few Gimlet-holes to let in Air. The Girl had been 
fo carefiil to put the Quilt of her Baby's Bed into it, 
for me to lye down on. However, I was terribly 
ihaken and difcompofed in this Journey, although 
it were but of half an Hour. . For the Horfe went 
about forty Foot at every Step ; and trotted fo high, 
that the Agitation was equal to the rifing and falling 
of a Ship in a great Storm, but much more fre- 
quent: Our Journey was fomewhat further than 
from London to St. Albany. My Matter alighted at 
an Inn which he ufed to frequent -, and after con- 
fiilting a while with the Inn-keeper, and making 
fome neceflary Preparations, he hired the GrtiUrud^ 
or Cryer, to give Notice through the Town, of. a 
ftrangc Creature, to be feen at the Sign of the 
Gr^n Eagle ^ not fo big as ^Splacnuckj (an Ani- 
mal in that Country very finely Ihaped, about fix 
Foot long) and in every Part of the Body refem* 
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bling an human Creature ; could fpeak feverar 
Words, and perform an hundred diverting Trkks. 

I Was placed upon a TaWe in the largeft Room 
of the Inn, which might be near three hundred 
Foot fquare. My little Nurfe ftood on a low Stocrf 
clofe to the Table, to take care of me, and direft 
what I ihould do. My Mafter, to avoid a Croud, 
would fuffer only thirty Pec^lc at a Time to fee 
me. I walked about on the TaWe as the Girl 
commanded ; fhe asked me Queftions as far as Ihe^ 
knew my Underftanding of the Language reached, 
and I anfwered them as loud as I could. I turned 
about fevcral Times to theCbmpany, paid my hum- 
ble Refpefts, faid they Were welcome 5 and ufed 
fome other Speeches I had been taught, I took up 
a Thimble filled with Liquor, which GhmdaU 
clitcb had given me for a Cup, and drank thehr 
liealth. I drew out my Hanger, and flourifiied 
with it after the Manner of Fencers in England. 
My Nurfe gave me Part of a Straw, which I ex- 
ercifed as a Pike, having learned the Art in rny 
Youth. I was that Day fhewn to twelve Sets of 
Company ; and as often forced to go over again with 
jthe fame Fopperies, until I was half dead with 
Wearinefs and Vexation. For, thofe who had fccn 
me, made fuch wonderful Reports, that the People 
were ready to break down the Doors to come in; 
My Mafter for his own Intercft would not fuffer a- 
ny one to touch me, except my Nurfe ; and, to 
prevent Danger, Benches were fet round the Tabic 
at fuch a Diftance, as put me out of every Body's 
Reach, However, an unlucky School-Boy aimed 
a Hazel Nut diredly at my Head, which very nar- 
rowly miffed me •, otherwife, it came with fo much 
Violence, that it would have infallibly knocked out 
my Brains 5 for it was almoft as large as a fmall 
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Piimpion: But I had the Satisfaftion to fee the 
young Rogue well beaten, and turned out of the 
Room. 

My Mailer gave publick Notice, that he would 
fhew me agiin the next Market- Day : And, in the 
mean Time, he prepared a more convenient Vehi- 
cle for me, which he had Reafon enough to do ; 
for I was fo tired with my firft Journey, and with 
entertaining Company eight Hours together, that I 
could hardly ftand upon my Legs, or fpeak a 'A ord. 
It was at leaft three Days before I reco\"i^red my 
Strength -, and that I might have no Reft at Home, 
all the neighbouring Gentlemen from an hundred 
Miles round, hearing of my Fame, came to fee 
me at my Matter's own Houfe. There could not 
be fewer than thirty Perfons with their Wives and 
Children ; ffor the Country is very populous ;) 
and my Mafter demanded the Rate of a full Room 
whenever he (hewed me at Home, although it were 
only to a fingle Family. So, that for fome Time, I 
had but little Eafe every Day of the Week, (except 
Wednefday^ which is their Sabbathj although I were 
not carried to the Town. 

My Mafter, finding how profitable I was like to 
be, refolved to carry me to the moft confiderablc* 
Cities of the Kingdom. Having therefore provid- 
ed himfelf with all Things neceflary for a long Jour* 
ney, and fettled his Affairs at Home ; he took 
Leave of his Wife ; and upon the 17th of Auguft 
1703, about two Months after my Arrival, we fet 
out for the Metropolis, fituated near the Middle of 
that Empire, and about three thoufand Miles dif- 
tance from our Houfe : My Mafter made his 
Daughter Glumdalditch ride behind him. She car- 
ried me on her Lap in a Box tied about her Waift. 
The Girl had lined it on all Sides with the fofceft 
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Cloth fhe could get, well quilted underneath ; fiir- 
nilhed it with her Baby's Bed, provided me with 
Linnen and other Neceffaries ; and made every 
Thing as convenient as Ihe could. We had no 
other Company but a Boy of the Houfe, who rode 
after us with the Luggage. 

My Matter's Defign was to (hew me in all the 
Towns by the Way, and to ftep out of the Road 
for fifty or an hundred Miles, to any Village or 
Perfon of Quality's Houfe, where he might expeft 
Cuftom. We made eafy Journics of not above 
feven or eight Score Miles a Day : For Glumdal- 
cliubj on purpofe to fpare me, complained fhe was 
tired with the trotting of the Horfe. She often 
took me out of my Box at my own Defire, to give 
me Air, and fhew me the Country ; but always held 
me faft by Leading Strings. We pafTed over five 
or fix Rivers ma'ny Degrees broader and deeper than 
the Nile or the Ganges ; and there was hardly a 
Rivulet fo fmall as the Thames at London-Bridge. 
We were ten Weeks in our Journey ; and I was 
fliewn in eighteen large Towns, befides many Vil» 
lages and private Families. 

On the 26th Day of OHoher^ we arrived at the 
Metropolis, called in their Langu^e Lorbrulgrud, 
or Pride of the Univerfe. My Matter took a 
"Lodging in the principal Street of the City, not 
far from the Royal Palace ; and put out Bills in the 
ufual Form 5 containing an exaft Defcription of 
my Perfon and Parts. He hired a large Room be- 
tween three and four hundred Foot wide. He pro- 
vided a Table fixty Foot in Diameter, upon which 
I was to aft my Part; and pallifadoed it round 
three Foot from the Edge, and as many high, to 
prevent my falling over. I was fhewn ten Times 
H Day to the Wonder and Satisfa&ion of all Pop- 
ple. 
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pie. I could now fpeak the Language tolerably 
well J and perfeAIy underftood evety Word that 
was fpoken to me. Bcfides, I had learned their 
Alphabet, and could make a Shift to explain a 
Sentence here and there ; for Glumdalclitcb had been 
my Inftruftor while we were at Home, and at lei- 
fure Hours during our Journey. She carried a lit- 
tle Book in her Pocket, not much larger than 21 
Sanjon^ jitlas •, it was a comgion Treatife for the 
Ufe of young Girls, giving a (hort Account of 
their Religion 5 out of this fhe taught me my Lct- 
ters, and interpreted th,e Words. 
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CHAP. IIL 



^i Author fent for to Court. The ^een buys him 
of bis Af after the Farmer, andprefents him to the 
King. He difputes*with his Majeftfs great Scho^ 
lars. An Apartment at Court provided for the ' 
Author. He is in high Favour with the ^een. 
He flands up for the Honour of his own Country. 
His parrels with the ^een*s Dwarf. 

HE jFrequcnt Labours I underwent 
every Day, made in a few Weeks a 
very confidcrable Change in my 
Health: The more my Mailer got 
by me, the more unfatiable he grew. 
I had quite loft ^'my Stomach, and 
was. almoft reduced to a Skeleton. The Farmer 
obferved it -, and concluding I foon muft die, re- 
folved to make as good a Hand of me a^ he could. 
While he was thus reafoning and refolving with 
himfelf -, a Slardral, or Gentleman Ulher, came 
from Court, commanding my Mafter to bring mc 
immediately thither for the Diverfion of the Queen 
and her Ladies. Some of the latter had already 
bee^ to fee me ; and reported 'ftrangc Things of 
f r - my 
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my Bcauty,'Behavtour, and good Senfe. Her Majc- 
fty, and thofc who attended hcr^ were beyond 
Meafure delighted widi my Demeanor. I fell on 
my Knees, and begged tht Honour of kifiing her 
Imperial Foot ; but this Gracious Princcfi held out 
her litde Fing^ towards me, (after I was fet on a 
Table) which I embraced m both my Arms, and 
put the Tip of it, with the utmoft Refpeft, to my 
Lip She made me fome ^neral Qudlions about 
my Country and my Travels, which I anfwered as 
diftindly, and in as few Words as I could. She ^ 
asked, whether I would be content to live at Court. 
I bowed down to the Board of the Table, and hum- 
bly anfwered, that I was my Maftcr*s Slave ; but, if 
I were at my dwn Difpolal, I fhould be proud to 
devote my Life to her Majcfty's Service. She 
then asked my Matter, whether he were willing to 
fell me at a good Price. He, who apprehended I 
could not live a Month, was ready enough to part 
with me ; and demanded a tboufand Pieces of 
GoU ; which were ordered him on the Spot, each 
Piece being about the Bi^efs. of eight hundred 
Moydores : But, allowing for the Proportion of 
all Things between that Country and Europe, and 
the high Price of Gold amorig them ; was hardly 
So great a Sum as a thoufand Guineas would be in 
-England. I then faid to the Queen ; (ince I was 
now her Majcfty*s moft. humble Creature and Vaf- 
fal, I mud beg the Favour, that Glumdalclitcb^ 
wlio had always tended me with ib much Care and 
Kindneis, and underftood to do it fo well, might 
be admitted into her Service, and continue to be 
my Nurfe and Inftruftor. Her Majefty agreed to 
my Petition ; and eafily got the Farmer's Confent, 
who was glad enough to have his Paughter prefer- 
red at Court : And the poor Girl herielf was not 

able 
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able to hide her Jov. My late Matter withdrew, 
bidding me farewef, and faying he had left me in 
a good Service ; to which I replyed not a Word, 
only making a flight Bow. 

The Queen obferved myColdne6; and when 
the Farmer was gone out of the Apartment, asked 
me the Reafon. I made bold to tell her Majefty, 
that I owed no other Obligation to my late Matter, 
than his not dafliing out the Brains of a poor harm- 
Jefs Creature found by Chance in his Field ; which 
Obligation was amply recompenfed by the Gain he 
had made in fhewing me through half the King- 
dom, and the Price he had now fcJd me for. That, 
the Life I had fince led, was laborious enough to 
kill an Aninial of ten Times my Strength. That, 
my Health was much impaired by the continual 
Drudgery of entertaining the Rabble every Hour of 
the Day •, and that, if my Matter had not thought 
my Life in Danger, her Majefty would not have 
got fo cheap aBai^in. But, as I was out of all 
Fear of being ill treated under the ProtefHon of fo 
great and good an Emprefs, the Ornament of Na- 
ture, the Darling of the World, theDe%htof her 
Subjefts, the Phoenix of the Creation ; fo, I hop- 
ed, my late Matter's Apprehenfions would appear 
to be groundlefs ; for I already found my Spirits to 
revive by the Influence of her moft Auguft Prc- 
fcncfe. 

This was the Sum of my Speech, delivered with 
great Improprieties and Hefitation ; the latter Part 
was altogether framed in the Style peculiar to that 
People, whereof I learned fome Phrafes from 
Glumdalclitcb^ while flie was carrying me to Courtl 

The Queen giving great Allowance for my De- 
fcdivencfs in fpcaking, was however furprized at 
|b njuch Wit and good Senfe in {q diminutive, an 

Animal. 
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Animal. She took me in her own Hand, and 
carried me to the King, who was then retired to 
his Cabinet. HisMajefty, a Prince of much Gra- 
vity, and aufterc Countenance, not well obferving 
my Shape at firft View, asked the Queen after a 
cold Manner, how long it was fince ihe grew fond 
of a Splacknuck -, for fuch it feems he took me to be, 
as I lay upon my Bread in her Majefty's right 
Hand. But this Princefs, who hath an infinite 
deal of Wit and Humour, fet me gently on my 
Feet upon the Scrutore -, and commanded me to 
give his Majefty an Account of my felf, which I 
did in a very few Words ; and GlumdalcUtvb^ who 
attended at the Cabinet Door, and could not endure 
I fhould be out of her Sight, being admitted \ con- 
firmed all that had pafled from my Arrival at her 
Father's Houfc. 

Thi King, although he be as learned a Pi^- 
fon as any in his Dominions ; had been educated 
in the Study of Philofophy, and particularly Ma- 
thematicks •, yet, when he obfcrved my Shape ex- 
adly, and faw me walk ereft, before I began to 
fpeak, conceived I might be a Piece of Clock*work, 
(which is in that Country arrived to a very great 
Perfeftion) contrived by fome ingenious Arcift. 
But, when he heard my Voice, and found what I 
delivered to be regular and rational, he could not 
conceal his Aftonifhment. He was by no Means 
iatisfied with the Relation I gave him of the Man- 
ner I came into his Kingdom ; 4>ut thoiu^ht it a 
Story concerted between Glumdalclitcb and her Fa- 
ther, who had taught me a Set of Words to make 
me fell at a higher Price. Upon this Imagination 
he put feveral other Queftions to me, and ftill re- 
ceived rational Anfwers, no othcrwile defedive 
than by a Foreign Aqcent, and an imperfeft 
Vol. IIL \ Knowledge 
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Knowledge m the Language ; with feme ruftlck 
Phrafes which I had learned at the Farmer's Houfe, 
and did not fuit the polite Style of a Gmrt. 

His Majefty fcnt for three great Scholars who 
were then in their weekly waiting (according to 
the Cuftom in that Country.) Thefe Gentlemen, 
after they had a while examined my Shape with 
much Nicety, Were of different Opinions concern- 
ing me. They all agreed, that I could not be pro- 
duced according to the regular Laws of Nature ; 
becaufe I was not framed with a Capacity of pre- 
ferving my Life, either by Swiftnefs, or climbing 
of Trees, or digging Holes in the Earth. They 
obfcrved by my Teeth, which they viewed with 
great exaftnefs^ that I was a carnivorous Animal ; 
yet moft Quadrupeds being an Over-match for me ; 
and Field Mice, with fome others, too nimble, 
they could not imagine how I fhould be able to 
*fupport my felf, unlefs I fed upon Snails and other 
Infcds ; which they offered by many learned Ar- 
guments to evince, that I could not poflibly do. 
One of them fcemed to think, that I might be an 
Embrio, or abortive Birth. But this Opinion was 
rejedcd by the other two, who obferved my Limbs 
to be perfed and finifhed ; and that I had lived 
fcveral Years, as it was manifefted from my Beard ; 
the Stumps whereof they plainly difcovered through 
a magnifying Glafs. They would not allow me to 
be a Dwarf, becaufe my Littlenefs was beyond all 
Degrees of Comparifon ; for the Queen's favourite 
Dwarf, the fmalleft ever known in that Kingdom, 
was near thirty Foot high. After much Debate, 
they concluded unanimoufly, that I was only ReU 
plum Scalcatbj which is interpreted literally Im/us 
Natures \ a Determination exadly agreeable to the 
Modern Philofophy of Europe : Whofe Profeffors, 
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difdaining the old EvzGon of occult Caufes, where- 
by the Followers of Arijiotle endeavour in vain to 
dilguife their Ignorance ; have invented this won- 
derful Solution of all Difficulties, to the unfpeak- 
able Advancement of human Knowledge* 

After this decifive Conclufion, I intreated to 
be heard a Word or two. I applied my felf to the 
King, and aiTured his Majefty, that I came from 
a Country which abounded with feveral Millions of 
both Sexes, and of my own Stature ; where the 
Animals, Trees and Houles, were all in Propor- 
tion, and where, by Confequence, I might be as 
able to defend my felf, and to find Suftcnance, as 
any of his Majefty's Subjedls could do here ; which 
I took for a full Anfwer to thofe Gentlemen's Ar- 
guments. To this they only replied with a Smile 
of Contempt ; feying, that the Farmer had in- 
ftrufted me very well in my Leffon. The Kir g, 
who had a much better Underftanding, difmifling 
his learned Men, fent for the Farmer, who by good 
Fortune was not yet gone out of Town : Having 
therefore firft examined him privately, and then 
confronted him with me and the young Girl ; his 
Majefty began to think that what we told him 
might poffibly be true. He defired the Queen to 
order, that a particular ' Care Iboufd be taken of 
me ; and was of Opinion, that Glumdalclitcb fhould 
ftill continue in her Office of tending me, becaufe 
he obferved we had a great Affcftion for each o- 
ther. A convenient Apartment was provided for 
her at Court ; fhe had a fort of Governefe appoint- 
ed to take Care of her Education, a Maid to drefs 
her, and two other Servants for menial .Offices ; 
but, the Care of me was wholly appropriated to 
her felf. The Queen commanded her own Cabi- 
net-maker to contrive a Box, that might ferve me 
I 2 for 
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for a Bed-chamber, after the Model that GlumdaU 
ctiub and I fhould s^ee upon. This Man was a 
moft ingenious Artift ; and a(;cording to my Di- 
redions, in three Weeks finiihed for me a wooden 
Chamber of (ixteen Foot Sqpare, and twelve high ; 
with Sa(h Windows, a Door, and two Clofets, like a 
London Bed-chamber. The 3oard that made the 
Cieling was to be lifted up and down by two 
Hinges, to put in a Bed ready furnifhed by her 
Majefty's Upholfterer *, which Gli/imdalclHcb took 
out every Day to air, made it with her own Hands, 
and letting it down at Night, locked up the Roof 
over me. A nice Workman^ who was famous for 
little Curiofities, undertook to make me two Chairs^ 
with Backs, and Frames, of a Subft^n^e not unlike 
Ivory ; and two Tables, wjth a Cabinet to put my 
Things in. The Room was quilt^ on all Sides, 
as well as the Floor and the Cieling, to prevent any 
Accident from the Carekfliieis of thofe who carried 
me ; and to break the Force of a Jolt when I went 
in a Coach. I defired a Ijock for my Door to pre- 
vent Rats and Mice from coming in : The Smith,^ 
after fevcral Attempts, made the fmallefl: that was 
ever feen among them ; for I have known a larger 
at the Gate of a Gentleman's Houfe in England. \ 
made a Shift to keep the Key in a Pocket of my 
own, fearing GlumdakUtcb might lofc it. The 
Queen likewife ordered the thinneft Silks that could 
be gotten, to make me Cloaths -, not much thicker 
than an Englijh Blanket, very cumberfome until I 
was accuftomed to them. They were after the 
Fa(hion of the Kingdom, partly rcfemWing the 
Perfian^ and partly the Cbinefe ; and arc a very 
grave, decent Habir. 

The Queen became fo fond of my Company, 
that fhe could not dine without me. 1 had a Table 
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placed upon the fame at which her Majefty eat, 
juft at her left Elbow ; and a Chaif to ut on, 
Glumdalditcb ftood upon a Stool on the Floor, near 
my Table, to aflift and take Care of me. I had 
an entire Set of Silver Diflies and Plates, and other 
Neceflkries, which in Pi-oportion to thofe of the 
Queen, wfefe not much bigger than what I haVe 
feen in a London Toy-fhop, for the Furniture of a 
Baby-houfe : Thefe, my little Nurfe kept ih her 
Pocket in a Silver Box, and gave me at Meals as 
I Wanted them ; always cleaning them her felf. 
No Perfon dined with the Queen but the two Prin- 
ceffes Royal j the eldcf fifteen Years old, and the 
younger at that Time thirteen and a Month. Her 
Majefty ufed to put a Bit of Meat upon one of my 
Difhes, out of which 1 carved for my felf; and her 
biverfion was to fee me eat in Miniature. For 
the Queen (wh6 had indeed but a weak Stomach) 
took up at one Mouthful, as niuch as a dozen £ng- 
lijh Farmers could eat at ^ Meal, which to me wis 
for fome Timd a very naufeous Sight. Slie would 
craunch the Wing of a Lark, Bones and all, be- 
tween her Teeth, although it were nine Times as 
large as that of a fiill grbwn Turkey 5 and put a 
Bit of Bread in her Mouth, as big as two Twelve- 
penny Loaves. She drank out of a Golden Gup, 
atbove a Hcglhead at a Draught. Her Knives 
were t\^ice as long as a Seythe fet ftrait upon the 
Handle. The Spoons, Forks, and other Inftru- 
ments, wefe all in the fame Proportion. I re- 
member when Glumdalditcb carried me out of Cu- 
riofity to fee fome of the Tables at Court, where 
ten or a dozen of thefe enormous Knives and 
Forks wefe lifted up together ; J thought I had 
never until then beheld fo terrible % Sight. 
It is theCuftOm, that every Wcdnefday^ (which, 
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as I have before obferved, was their Sabbath) the 
King and Queen, wifh the Royal Iffue of both 
Sexes, dine together in the Apartment of his Ma- 
jefty ; to whom I was now become a Favourite ^ 
and, at thefe Times my little Chair and Table were 
placed at his Left Hand /before one of the Salt- 
fellers. This Prince toot a Pleafure in converfing 
with me ; enquiring into the Manners, Religion^ 
Laws, Government, and Learning of Europe^ 
wherein I gave him the beft Account I was able. 
His Apprehenfion was fo clear, and his Judgment 
fo exaft, that he made very wife Refleftions and 
Obfervations upon all I faid. But, I confefs, that 
after I had been a little too copious in talking of 
my own beloved Country ; of our Trade and 
Wars by Sea and Land, of pur Schifms in Reli- 
gion, and Parties in the State ; the Prejudices of 
his . Education prevailed fo far that he could not 
forbear taking me up in his Right Hand, and 
ftroaking me gently with the other ; after an hear* 
ty l^it of Laughing, asked me whether I were a 
Whig or a Tory. Then turning to his firft Mini- 
rter, who waited behind him with a' \yhite Staff, 
near as tall as the Main-mail of the Royal Sovereign j 
he obferved, how contemptible a Thing was hu- 
man Grandeur, which co^ld be mimicked by fuch 
diminutive infers as I : And yet, faid he, I dare 
engage, thofe Creatures have thejr Titles and Di-r 
ftindions of Honour j they contrive little Ncfts 
and Burrows, that they call Houfes and Cities ; 
they make a Figure in Drcfs and Equipage ; they 
love, they fight, they dlfpute^ they cheat, they 
betray, and thus he continued on, while my Co- 
lour came and went feveral Times, with Indigna7 
tion, to hear our noble Country, the Miftrefs of 
Arts and Arms, the Scourge of France^ the Arbi- 
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trcfs of Europe^ the Seat of Virtue, Piety j, Honour, 
and Truth, the Pride and Envy of jt^e WorJd, fo 
contcmptuoufly treated. 

But, as I was not in a Condition to refent Inju- 
ries, fo, upon mature Thoughts, I began to doubt 
whether I were injured or no. For, after Having 
been accuftomed fcveral Months to the Sight and 
Convcrfe of this People, and obferved every Objeft 
upon which I caft mine Eyes, to be of proportiona- 
ble Magnitude ; the Horror I had firft conceived 
from their Bulk and Afpeft was fo far worn off, that 
if I had then behe]d a Company of Englijh Lords 
and Ladies in their Finery and Birth-day Cloaths, 
ading their feveral Parts in the mod courtly Man- 
ner of Strutting, and Bowing, and Prating ; to 
fay the Truths I ihould have been firongly tempted 
to laugh as much at them, as the King and his 
Grandees did at me. Neither indeed could I for- 
bear fmiling at my, felf, when the Queen ufejd to 
place me upon her Hand towards a Looking-Glafs, , 
by which both our Perfons appeared before me in 
full View together ; and there could nothing be 
more ridiculous than the Comparifon : So, that I 
really began to imagine my felf dwindled many 
Degrees below my ufual Size. 

NoTH iNG angred and mortified me fo much as 
the C^een's Dwarf, who being of the loweft Sta- 
ture that was ever in that Country, (for I verily 
think he was not full thirty Foot high) became 16 
infolent at feeing a Creature fo much beneath him, 
that he would always afFed to fwagger and look 
big as he pafled by me in the Queen's Anticham- 
ber, while I was (landing on fome Table talking 
with the Lords or Ladies of the Court ; and he fel- 
dom failed of a fmart Word or two upon my Lit- 
tlenefi j againft which, I could only revenge my 
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felf by calling him Brother^ challenging him to 
wreftle^ and fach Repartees as are ufual in the 
Mouths of Court Pages. One Day at Dinner, this 
malicious little Cubb was fo nettled with fomething 
I had faid to him, that railing himfelf upon the 
Frame of her Majcfty's Chair, he took me up by 
the Middle, as I was fitting down, not thinking 
any Harm, and let me drop into a large Silver 
Bowl of Cream ; and then ran away as faft as he 
could. I fell over Head and Ears, and if I had 
not been a good Swimmer, it might have gone 
very hard with me ; for Glumdaklitcb in that In- 
ftant happened to be at the other End of the Room ; 
and the Queen was in fuch a Fright, that (he want- 
ed Prcfence of Mind to aflift me. But my lit- 
tle Nurfe ran to my Relief; and took me out, af- 
ter I had fwallowed above a .Quart of Cream. I 
was put to Bed; however, I received no other Da- 
mage than the Lofs of a Suit of Cloaths, which was 
utterly fpoiled. The Dwarf was foundly whipped, 
and as a further Punilhment, forced to drink up 
the Bowl of Cream, into which he had thrown 
me ; neither was he ever reftored to Favoui' : For, 
foon after, the Queen bellowed him to a Lady of 
high Quality ; fo, that I faw him no more, to my 
very great Satisfafbion ; for I could not tell to what 
Extremity fuch a malicious Urchin might have 
carried his Rcfentment. 

He had before fcrved me a fcurvy Trick, which 
fet the Queen a laoghing, although at the fame 
Time (he were heartily vexed, and would have 
immediately caihiered him, if I had not been fo 
generous as to intercede. Her Majefty had taken 
a Marrow-bone upon her Plate ; and after knock-* 
ing out the Marrow, placed the Bone again in the 
Difh creft ^ it flood before j the Dwarf watching 
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his Opportunity, ivhile ClumdaUliUh was gone to 
the Side-board, mounted the Stool that {he flood 
on to take Care of nne at Meals ; took me up in 
both Hands, and fqueezing my Legs together, 
wedged them into the Marrow-bone above my 
Waift ; where I ftuck for feme Time, and made a 
very ridiculous Figure. I believe it was near a Mi- 
nute before any one knew what was become of me ; 
for, I thought it below me to cty out. But, as 
Princes feldom get their Meat hot, my Legs were 
not icalded, only my Stockings and Breeches in a 
fad Cbndition. The Dwarf at my Entreaty had no 
odier Funiihmeiit than a found whipping. 

I WAS frequently rallied by the Queen upon Ac- 
count of my Feariulnefs ; and fhe ufed to ask me 
whether the People of my Country were as great 
Cowards as my felf. The Occafion was this. 
The Kingdom ii much peftercd with Flics in Sum- 
mer ; and thefe odious Infefts, each of them as big 
as a Dunftabte Lark, hardly gave me any Reft 
while I fat at Dinner, with their continual Hum- 
ming and Buzzing about mine Ears. They would 
fometimes alight upon my Viftuals, and leave their 
loathibme Excrement or ^awn behind, which to 
me was very viUble, although noi; to the Natives 
of that Cbuntry, whofe large Opticks were not fo 
acute as mine in viewing fmaller Obje&s. Some- 
times they wobld fix upon my Nofe or Forehead, 
where they ftun^ me to the Quick, fmelling very 
oflfenfively ; and I could cafily trace that vifcous 
Matter, which our Naturalifb tell us enables thofe 
Creatures to walk with their Feet upwards upon a 
Cieling. I had much ado to defend my felf againft 
thefe deteftable Animals, and could not forbear 
Aarting when they came on my Face. It was the 
comnnon PraAice of the Dwarf to catch a Number 
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of thefc InfeAs in his Hand, as School-boys do ar 
mong us, and let them out fuddenly under my 
Nofc, on Purpofe to frighten me, and divert the 
Queen. My Remedy was to cut them in Pieces 
with my Knife as they flew in the Air ; wherein my 
Pexterity was much admired. 

I REMEMBER onc Moming when Glumdalclikb 
had fet me in my Box upon a Window, as (he 
ufually did in fair Days to give me Air, (iox I durft 
not venture to let the Box be hung on a Nail out 
of the Window, as we do with Cages in England) 
after I had lifted up one of my Safhes, and fat 
down at my Table to eat a Piece of Sweet-Cake for 
my Breakfaft \ above twenty Wafps^ allured by the 
Smell, came flying into the Room, humming 
louder than the Drones of as many bagpipes. Some 
of them feized my Cake, and carried it piece-meal 
away ; others flew about my Head and Face, con- 
founding me with the Noife, and putting me in ' 
the utmdl Terror of their Stings. However, I had 
the Courage to rife and draw my Hanger, and at- 
tack them in the Air. I difpatched foiH' of them, 
but the reft got away, and I prefently Ihut my 
Window. Thefe Infers were as large as Par- 
tridges ; I took out their Stings, found them an 
Inch and a half long, and as fharp as Needles* I 
carefully prefcrved them all, and having fixe 
fhewn them with fome other Curiofities in federal 
Parts of Europe \ upon my Return to England I 
gave three of them to Grejham College^ and kept 
the fourth for my fclf. 
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CHAP. IV. 

^e Country defcrihed. A Propofal for correcting 
modern Maps. The Kin^s Palace^ and fome 
Account of the Metropolis, ^e Author^ s Way of 
Travelling. The chief Temple defcribed. 

I Now intend to give the Reader a 
I fhort Defcription of this Country, as 
i. far as I travelled in it, which was not 
I above two thoufand Miles round Lor- 
" hrulgrud the Metropolis. For, the 
Queen, whom I always attended, never went fur- 
ther when (he accompanied the King in his Pro* 
grefles ; and there (laid until his Majefty remrned 
n-om viewing his Frontiers. The whole Extent of 
this Prince's Dominions reached but fix thoufand 
Miles in Length, and from three to five in 
Breadth. From whence I cannot but conclude, 
that bur Geographers of Europe are in a great Er- 
ror, by fuppofing nothing but Sea between Japan 
and California : For, it was ever my Opinion, that 
there mud be a Balance of Earth to counterpoife 
the great Continent of Tartary ; and therefore they 
ought to cprref): their Maps and Charts, by joining 
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thb vaft Trad of Land to the North-Weft Parts of 
America ; wherein I ihall be ready to lend them my 
Afliftancc. 

The Kingdom is a Peninfula, terminated to the 
North-Eaft by a Ridge of Mountains thirty Miles 
high, which are altc^ether impaflable by Reafon of 
the Volcanoes upon the Tops. Neither do the 
moft learned know what Sort of Mortals inhabit 
bevond thofe Mountains, or whether they be in- 
habiced at all. On the three other Sides it is bound- 
ed by the Ocean. There is not one Sea-Port in the 
whole Kingdom ; and thoie Parts of the Coafts in- 
to which the Rivers iflue, are fb fiiU of pointed 
Rocks, and the Sea generally fo roogh, that there 
is no venturing with the fmalleft of their Boats ; fo^ 
that thefe People arc wholly excluded from any 
Commerce with the reft of the World. But the 
large Rivers are full of Veffels, and abound with 
excellent Fifli 5 for they feldom get any from the 
Sea, bccaufc the Sea-Fiih are of the fame Size with 
thofe in Europe^ and confequentlv not worth catch- 
ing ; whereby it is manifeft, tnat Nature in the 
Produftion of Plants and Animals of fo extraor- 
dinary a Bulk, is wholly confined to this Continent ; 
of which I leave the Reafons to be determined by 
Philofophers. However, now and then they take 
a Whale that happens to be dafhed againft the 
Rocks, which the common People feed on heartily. 
Thefe Whales I have known fo large, , that a Man 
could hardly carry one upon his Shoulders •, and 
fometimes for Curiofity they aife brought in Ham- 
pers to Lorhrulgrud : I faw one of <hem in a Difli 
at the King's Table, which paffed for a Rarity -, but 
I did not obfcrve he was fond of it ; for 1 think 
indeed the Bignefs difgufted him, although I have 
feeo^onefomewhat larger in Greenland. 
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The Country is well inhabited, for it contains 
fifty one Cities, near an hundred walled Towns, 
and a great Number of Villages. To latisfy my 
curious Reader, it may be ftflicient to defcribe 
Jjorhrulgrud. This City Hands upon almoft two 
equal Parts on eaqh Side the Rirer that paflcs 
through. It contains above eighiy thoufand 
Houfes, It is in Length three Gknglungs (which 
make about fifty four Englijh Miles) and two and 
a half in Breadth, as I meafured it my felf in the 
Royal Map made by the King's Order, which was 
laid on the Groqnd on Purpofe for roe, and extend- 
ed an hundred Feet ; I paced the Diameter and 
Circumference feveral Times Bare-foot, and com- 
puting by the Scale, meafured it pretty exaftly. 

Th£ King's Palace is no regular Edifice, but an 
Heap of Buildings abput feven Miles round : The 
chief Rooms are generally two hundred and forty 
Foot highf and broad and long in Proportion. A 
Coach was allowed to Glumdalcliub and me, where- 
in her Governefs frequently took her out to fee the 
Town, or go among the Shops ; and I was always 
of the Party, carried in my Box ; although the 
Girl at my own Dcfire, would often take me out, 
and hold me in her Hand, that I might more con- 
veniently view the Houfes and the People as we 
mfled along the Streets. I reckoned our Coach to 
be about a Square of Weftminfter-Hall^ but not al- 
together fo high; however, I cannot be very cx- 
ad. One Day the Governefs ordered our Cbach- 
Man to ftop at feveral Shops ; where the Beggars, 
watching their Opportunity, crouded to the Sides 
of the Coach, and gave me the moft horrible Spec- 
tacles that ever an European Eye beheld. There 
was a Woman with a Cancer in her Breaft, fweiled 
to a monftrous Size, full of Holes, in two or three 
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of which I could have eafily crept, and covered 
my whole Body. There was a Fellow with a Wen 
in his Neck, larger than five Woolpacks ; and ano- 
ther with a couple of wooden Legs, each about 
twenty Foot h^h. But, the moft hateful Sight of 
all, was the Lice crawling on their Clothes : I could 
fee diftinftly the Limbs of thefe Vermin with my 
naked Eye, much better than thofe of an European 
Loufe through a Microfcope ; and their Snouts 
with which they rooted like Swine. They were the 
firft I had ever beheld ; and I Ihould have been cu- 
rious enough to diffeft one of them, if I had proper 
Inftruments (which I unluckily left behind me in the 
Ship) although indeed the Sight was fo naufeous, that 
it perfeftly turned my Stomach. 

Beside the large Box in which I was ufually 
carried, the Queen ordered a fmaller one to be made 
for me, of about twelve Foot fquare, and ten high, 
for the Convenience of travelline ; becaufe the o- 
ther was fomewhat too large for GlumdalcUtcV% 
Lap, and cuoiberfome in the Coach ; it was made 
by the fame Artift, whom I direfted in the whole 
Contrivance. This travelling Clofet was an exaft 
Square, with a Window in the Middle of three of 
the Squares, and each Window was latticed with 
Iron Wire on the outfide, to prevent Accidents in 
long Journeys. On the fourth Side, which had no 
Window, two ftrong Staples were fixed, through 
which, the Perfon that carried me, when I had a 
Mind to be on Horfeback, put in a Leathern Belt, 
and buckled it about his Waift. This was always 
the Office of fome grave trutty Servant, in whom 
I could confide, whether I attended the King and 
Queen in their Progreffes, or were difpofed to fee 
the Gardens, or pay a Vifit to fome great Lady or 
Minifter of State in the Court, when Glumdalclitcb 
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happened to be out of Order : For I foon began to 
be known and efteemed among the greateft Officers, 
I fuppofe more upon Account oi their Majefties 
Favour, than any Merit of my own. In Journeys, 
when I was weary of the Coach, a Servant on 
Horfeback would buckle my Box, and place it on 
a Cufhion before him ; and there I had a full Pro- 
fpeft of thq Country on three Sides from my three 
Windows, . I had in this Clofet a Field-Bed, and a 
Hammock hung from the Cieling, two Chairs and 
a Table, neatly fcrcwed to the Floor, to prevent 
being toffed about by the Agitation of the Horfe or 
the Coaqh. And having been long ufed to Sea- 
Voyages, thefe Motions, although fometimes very 
. violent, did not much difcompofe me« 

Whenever I had a Mind to fee the Town, 
\t was always in my Travelling-Clofct ; which 
GlumdalcUtch held in her Lap, in a kind of open 
Sedan, after the Fafhion of the Country, born by 
four Men, and attended by two others in the Queen's 
Livery. The People who had often heard of me, 
.were very curious to croud about the Sedan; and 
the Girl was complailant enough to make the Bearers 
ilop, and to take me in her Hand, that I might be 
more conveniently feen. 

I WAS very defirous to fee the chief Temple, 
^nd parpcularly the Tower belonging to it, which 
is reckoned the higheft in the Kingdom. Accord- 
ingly one Day my Nurfe carried me thither, but I 
may truly lay I came back difappointed ; for, the 
Height is not above three thoufand Foot, reckoning 
from the Ground to the higheft Pinnacle Top ; which 
allowing for the Difference between the Size of 
thofe People, and us in Europe ^ is no great matter 
for Admiration, nor at all equal in Proportion Cif I 
rightly remember) to Salijbury Steeple. Bur, not 
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to detraA from a Nation, to which during imy Life I 
ihall acknowledge myfelf extremely obliged, it muft 
be allowed, that whatever this famous Tower wants 
in Height, is amply made up in Beauty and Strength. 
For, the Walls are near an hundred Foot thick, 
built of hewen Stone, whereof each is about forty 
Foot fquare, and adorned on all Sides with Statues 
of Gods and Emperors, cut in Marble, larger than 
the Life, placed in their feveral Niches. 1 meafured 
a little Finger which had fallen cbwn from one of 
thele Statues, and lay unperceived among fome Rub- 
biih -, and found it exactly four Foot and an Inch in 
Length. GlumdaUlitcb wrapped it up in a Hand- 
kerchief, and carried it Home in her Pocket, to 
keep among other Trinkets, of which the Girl was 
very fond, as Children at her Age ufually are. 

The King's Kitchen is indeed a noble Building, 
vaulted at Top, and about fix hundred Foot high. 
The great Oven is not fb wide by ten Paces as the 
Cupola at St. PauPs : For I meafured the latter on 
Purpofe after my Return. But if I Ihould defcribe 
the Kitchen-Grate, the prodigious Pots and Kettles, 
the Joints of Meat turning on the Spits, with ma- 
ny other Particulars ; perhaps I fhould be hardly be- 
lieved ; at lead, a fevere Critick would be apt to 
think 1 enlarged a little, as Travellers are often fuf- 
peded to do. To avoid which Cenfure, I fear I 
have run too much into the other Extreme ; and that 
if this Treatife (hould happen to be translated into 
the Language of Brobdingnag^ (which is the gene- 
ral Name of that Kingdom) and tranfmitted thi- 
ther, the King and his People would have Reafon 
to complain, that I had done them an Injury, by a 
felfe and diminutive Reprefentation. 

His Majefty fcldom keeps above fix hundred 
Horfcs in his Stables : They are generally fi-om fifty 
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four to fixty Foot high. But, when he goes abroad 
on fblemn Days, he is attended for State, by a Mi- 
litia Guard of five hundred Horfe, which indeed I 
thought was the mod: fplendid Sight that could be 
ever beheld, until I faw part of his Army in Bat- 
talia i whereof I Ihall find another Occafion to 
Ipeak. 
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CHAP. V. 

Several jidveniures that happened to the jiutbor. 
The Execution of a CriminaL The Author Jhews 
his Skill in Navigation. 

SHOULD have lived happy e- 
nough in that Country, if my Littlc- 
nefs had not expofed me to fevcral ri- 
diculous and troubleforne Accidents; 
fome of which I fliall venture to re- 
late. Glumdalclitch often carried me 
into the Gardens of the Court in my fmaller Box, 
and would fometimes take me out of it and hold me 
in her Hand, or fet me down to walk. I remem- 
ber before the Dwarf left the Queen, be followed 
us one Day into thofe Gardens 5 and my Nurfc 
having fet me down, he and I being clofe together, 
near fome Dwarf Appie-Trees, I muft need Ihew 
my Wit by a filly Allufion between him and the 
Trees, which happens to hold in their Language 
as it doth in ours. Whereupon, the malicious 
Rogue watching his Opportunity, when I was walk- 
ing under one of them, fhook it direftly over my 
Head, by which a dozen Apples, each of them near 
as large as a Briftd Barrel^ came tumbling about my 
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Ears ; one of them hit me on the Baci as I chwced 
to (loop, and knocked me down flat on my Face, 
but I received no other Hurt ; and the Dwarf was 
pardoned at my Dcfirc, becaufe I had given the 
Provocation. 

Another Day, Glumdaklitcb left me on a 
fmooth Grafs-Plot to divert my felf while fhe 
walked at fome Diftance with her Governefs. In 
the mean Time, there fuddenly fell fuch a violent 
Shower of Hail, that I was immediately by the 
Force of it ftruck to the Ground : And when I was 
down, the Hail-Stones gave me fuch cruel Bangs 
all over my Body, as if I had been pelted with Ten- 
nis-Balls ; however, I made a fliift to creep on all 
four, and fhclter my felf, by lying flat on my Face 
on the Lee-fide of a Border of Lemmon Thyme, 
but fo bruifed from Head to Foot, that I could not 
go abroad in ten Days. Neither is this at all to 
be wondred at ; becaufe Nature in that Country 
obferving the fame Proportion through all her Ope- 
rations, a Hail-flione is near eighteen hundred Times 
as large as one in Europe ; which I can afiert upon 
Experience, having been fo curious to weigh and 
meafurethem. 

But, a more dangerous Accident happened to 
me in the fame Garden, when my little Nurfe, be- 
lieving Ihe had put me in a fecure Place, which I 
often entreated her to do, that I might enjoy my 
own Thoughts ; and having left my Box at home, 
to avoid the trouble of carrying it, went to another 
Part of the Gardens with her Governefs, and fome 
Ladies of her Acquaintance : While flie was ab- 
fcnt and out of hearing, a fmall white Spaniel be- 
longing to one of the chief Gardeners, having got 
by Accident into the Garden, happened to range 
near the Place where I lay. The Do^ follow:ng 
K a the 
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the Soent, came diredly up, and taking me in his 
Mouth, ran ftrait to his Mafter, waging his Tail, 
and fct me gently on the Ground, By good For- 
tune, he had been fo well taught, that I was carried 
between his Teeth without the leaft Hurt, or even 
tearing my Cloaths. But, the poor Gardener, who 
knew me well, and had a great Kindnefs for me, 
was in a terrible Fright. He gently took me up 
in both his Hands, and asked me how I did ; but I 
was fo amazed and out of Breath, that I could not 
fpeak a Word. In a few Minutes I came to my 
felf, and he carried me fafe to my little Nurfe, who 
by this Time had returned to the Place where (he left 
me, and was in cruel Agonies when I did not ap- 
pear, nor anfwer when (he called ; Ihe feverely re- 
primanded the Gardener on Account of his Dc^. 
But the Thing was huflied up, and never known 
at Court ; for the Girl was aftaid of the Queen's 
Anger ; and truly as to my felf, I thought it would 
not be for my Reputation that fuch a Story fhould 
go about. 

This Accident abfolutely determined Glumdal- 
cUtcb never to truft me abroad for the future out of 
her Sight. I had been long afraid of this Refolu- 
tion ; and therefore concealed from her fome little 
unlucky Adventure that- happened in thofe Times 
when I was left by my felf. Once a Kite hovering 
over the Garden, made a Stoop at me, and if I had 
not refolutely drawn my Hanger, and run under a 
thick Efpalier, he would have certainly carried me 
away in his Talons. Another Time walking to the 
Top of a freih Mole-bill, I fell to my Neck in the 
Hole through which that Animal had caft up the 
£arth -, and coined fome Lye not worth remembring, 
to excufe my felf for fpoiling my Cloaths. I like- 
wife broke my right Shin againft the Shell of a 
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Snail, which I happened to (tumble over, as I was 
walking alone, and thinking on poor England, 

I CANNOT tell whether I were more pleafed or 
mortified to obferve in thofe folitary Walks, that 
the fmaller Birds did not appear to be at all afraid of 
me ; but would hop about within a Yard Diftance, 
looking for Worms, and other Food, with as much 
Indifference and Security as if no Creature at all 
were near them. I remember, a Thrufli had the 
Confidence to fnatch out of my Hand with his 
Bill, a Piece of Cake that Glumdalclitcb had juft 
given me for my.Breakfaft. When I attempted to 
catch any of thefe Birds, thev would boldly turn 
againft me, endeavouring to pick my Fingers, which 
I durft not venture within their Reach ; and then 
they would hop back unconcerned to hunt for 
Worms or Snails, as they did before. But, one 
Day I took a thick Cudgel, and threw it with all my 
Strength fo luckily at a Linnet, that I knocked him 
down, and feizing him by the Neck with both my 
Hands, ran with him in Triumph to my Nurfe. 
However, the Bird, who had only been ftunned, 
recovering himfclf, gave me fo many Boxes with 
his Wings on both Sides of my Head and Body, al- 
though I held him at Arms Length, and was out of 
the Reach of his Claws, that I was twenty Times 
thinking to let him go. But I was foon relieved by 
one of our Servants, who wrung off the Bird's 
Neck ; and I had him the next Day for Dinner by 
the Queen's Command. This Linnet, as near as I 
can remember, feemed to be fomewhat larger than 
an Englijb Swan. 

Thb"^ Maids of Honour often invited GlumdaU 
tlitcb to their Apartments, and defifed fhe would 
bring me along with her, on Purpofe to have the 
Plcafurc of feeing and touching me. They would 

often 
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often ftrip me naked from Top to Toe, and lay me 
at full Length in their Bofoms ; wherewith I was 
much difguftcd ; becaufe to fay the Truth, a very 
offenfive Smell came from their Skins -, which I do 
not mention or intend to the Difadvantage of thofc 
excellent Ladies, for whom I have all Manner of 
Refpecl: Bat, I conceive, that my Senfc was more 
acute in Proportion to my Littlenefs ; and that thofe 
illuftrious Perfons were no more difagrceable to 
their Lovers, or to each other, than People of the 
fame Quality are with us in England. And, after 
all, I found their natural Smell was much more fup- 
portable than when they ufed Perfumes,^ under 
which I immediately fwooned away. I cannot forr 
get, that an intimate Friend of mine in Lillipuly 
took the Freedom in a warm' Day, when I had 
ufed a good deal of Exercife, ,to complain of a 
ftrong Smell about me*, although L am as little 
faulty that way as moft of my Sex : But, I fuppofe, 
his Faculty of Smelling was as nice with regard to 
me, as mine was to that of this People. Upon 
this Point, I cannot forbear doing Juftice to the 
Queen my Miftrefs, and Glumdftlclitcb my Nurfe ; 
v^hofe Perfons were as fwcet as thofe of any Lady 
in England. 

That which gave me moft Uneafinefs among 
thefe Maids of Honour, when my Nurfe carried 
me to vifit them, was to fee them ufe me without 
any Manner of Ceremony, like a Creature who had 
no Sort of Concupifcence. For, they would ftrip 
themfelves to the Skin, and put on their Smocks in 
my Prefence, while I was placed on their Toylet di* 
redly before their naked Bodies : Which, I am 
fure to me was very far from being a tempting 
Sight, or from giving mc any other Motions than 
thofc of Horror and Dilguft, Their Skins appeared 
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fo coarfe and uneven, fo varioufly coloured when I 
faw thcin iiear, with a Mole here and there as 
broad as a Trencher, and Hairs hanging from it 
thicker than Pack-threads ; to fay nothing further 
concerning the reft of their Perfons. Neither di^ 
they at allfcruple while I was by, to difcharge what 
they had d^ink, to the Quantity of at leaft two 
Hoglhea^s in a Veflcl thatheld above three Tuns. 
The handfbmeft among thefe Maids of IJonour, a 
pkafant frolicklpme Girl of fixteen, would fo^ne- 
times fet me aftride upon one of her Nipples •, with 
many other Tricks, wherein the Reader will excufe 
me for not being over particular. But, I was fa 
much difpleafed, that I intreatcd Glumdalclikb to 
contrive fomc Excufe for not feeing that young 
Lady any more. 

One Day, a young Gentleman, who was Ne- 
phew to my Nurfe's Governefs, came and prcfled 
them both to fee an Execution. It was of a Man 
who had murdered one of that Gentleman's inti- 
mate Acquaintance. Glumdalclikb was prevailed 
on to be of the Company, very much againft her 
Inclination, for fhe was naturally tender hearted : 
And as for my felf, although I abhorred fuch Kind 
ofSpeAacles; yet, my Curiofity tempted me to fee 
fomething that I thought muft be extraordinary*, 
The Malefaftor was fixed in a Chair upon a Scaf- 
fold crcfted for the Purpofe 5 and his Head cut off 
at one Blow with a Sword of about forty Foot 
long. The Veins and Arteries fpouted up fuch a 
prodigious Quantity of Blood, and fo high in the 
Air, that the great 7^/ d^Eau at Verfailles yas iiot 
equal for the Time It lafted i and the Head when 
it fell on the Scaffold Floor, gave fuch a Bpunce^ 
as made me ftart, although I were at leaft an Enr^ 
glijh Mile diftant. 
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The Queen, who often ufed to hear me talk of 
my Sea- Voyages, and took all Occalions to divert 
me when I was melancholy, asked me, whether I 
underftood how to handle a Sail or an Oar ; and 
whether a little Exercife of Rowing might not be 
convenient for my Health- I anfwered, that I un- 
derftood both very well. For, although my proper 
Employment had been to be Surgeon or Doctor to 
the Ship ; yet often upon a Pinch, I was forced to 
work like a common Mariner. But, I could not fee 
how this could be done in their Country, where 
the fmalleft Wherry was equal to a firft Rate Man 
of War among us % and fuch a Boat as I could ma- 
n^e, would never live in any of their Riyers: Her 
Majefty faid, if I would contrive a Boat, her own 
Joyner fhould make it, and Ihe would provide a 
rlace for me to fail in. The Fellow was an inge- 
nious Workman, and by my Inftrudions, in ten 
Days finifhed a Pleafure-Boat with all its Tackling, 
able conveniently to hold eight Europeans. When 
it was finifhed, the Queen was fo de%hted, that 
ihe ran with it in.her Lap to the King, who order- 
ed it to be put in a Ciftern full of Water, with me 
in it, by Way of Tryal ; where I could not manage 
my two Sculls or little Oars for want of Room. 
But, the Queen had before contrived another Pro- 
jeft. She ordered the Joyner to make a wooden 
Trough of three hundred Foot long, fifty broad 
and eight deep ; wHich being well pitched to pre- 
vent leaking, was placed on the Floor along the 
Wall in ;^n outer Room of the Palace. It had a 
Cock near the Bottom, to let out the Water when 
it began to grow ftale ; and 'two Servants could ea- 
fily fill it in half an Hour. Here I often ufedtq 
roVr for my Diverfion, as well as that of the Queen 
and her Ladies, who thought themfclves agreeably 
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entertained with my Skill and Agility. Sometimes 
I would put up my Sail, and then my Bufinefs was 
only to fteer, while the Ladies gave me a Gale 
with their Fans ; and when they were weary, fome 
of the Pages would blow my Sail forward with 
their Breath, while I Ihewed my Art by fleering 
Starboard or Larboard as I pleafed. When I had 
done, Glumdalclitch always carried back my Boat 
into her Clofet, and hung it on a Nail to dry. 

In this Exercife I once met an Accident which 
had like to have coft me my Life, For, one of 
the Pages having put my Boat into the Trough ; 
the Governefs who attended GlumdakiHch^ very of- 
ficioufly lifted me up to place me in the Boat \ but 
I happened to Hip through her Fingers, and fhould 
have infallibly fallen down forty Foot upon the 
Fkx)r, if by the kickieft Chance in the World, I 
had not been flopped by a C6rking-pin that ftuck 
in the good Gentlewoman's Stomacher ; the Head 
of the Pin pafled between my Shirt and the Waift- 
band of my Breeches ; and thus 1 was held by the 
Middle in the Air, until Glumdalclitch ran to my 
Relief. 

Another Time, one of the Servants, whofe 
Office it was to fill my Trough every third Day 
with frelh Water; was fo carelcfs to let a huge 
Frog Cnot perceiving itj flip out of his PaiL The 
Frog lay concealed until I was put into my Boat, 
but then feeing a refting Place, climbed up, and 
made it lean fo much on one Side, that I was forced 
to balance it with all my Weight on the other, to 
prevent overturning. When the Frc^ was got in, 
it hopped at once half the Length of the Boat, and 
then over my Head, backwards and forwards, 
dawbing my Face and Cloaths with its odiom Slime. 
The Largenefe of its Features made it appear the 
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moR: deformed Animal that can be conceived. 
However, I defired GlumddclUcb to let me deal 
with it alone. I banged it a good while with one 
of my Sculls, and at lad forced it to leap out of the 
Boat. 

But, the greateft Danger I ever underwent in 
that Kingdom, was from a Monkey, who belong- 
ed to one of the Clerks of the Kitchen. Glumdal- 
elttch had locked me up in her Qofet, while Ihe 
went fomewhere upon Bufmels, or a Vifit. The 
Weather being very warm, the Clofet Window 
was left open, as well as the Windows and the 
Door of my bigger Box, in which I ufually lived, 
befcaufe of its Largenefe and Conveniency. As I 
fet quietly meditating at my Table, I heard fome- 
thing bounce in at the Clofet Window, and skip 
about from one Side to the other ; whereat, al- 
though I were much alarmed, yet I ventured to 
look out, bur not ftirring from my Seat •, and then 
I faw this frolidcfome Animal, frisking and leap- 
ing up and down, until at laft he came to my Box, 
which he feemed to view with great Plcafure and 
Curiofity, peeping in at the Door and every Win-? 
dow. 1 retreated to the farther Corner of my 
Room, or Box ; but the Monkey looking in at e- 
very Side, put me into luch a Fright, that I want- 
ed Prefence of Mind to conceal my felf under the 
Bed, as I might eafily have done. After 
fome Time fpent in peeping, grinning, and chat- 
tering, he at laft efpyed me ; and reaching one of 
his Paws in at the Cloor, as a Cat doth when (he 
plays with a Moufe, although I often fliifted Place 
to avoid him ; he at Length feized the Lappet of 
my Coat (which being made of that Country Silk, 
was very thick and ftrong^ and dragged me out. 
He took me up in his right Fore-foot^ and held 
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me as a Nurfe doth a Child fhe is going to fuckle ; 
juft as I have fecn the fame Sort of Creature do 
with a Kitten in Eurppe : And, when I ofFered to 
struggle, he fqueezed me fo hard> that I thought it 
more prudent to fubmit. I have good Reafon to 
believe, that he took mc for a young one of his own 
Species, by his often ftroaking my Face very gent- 
ly with his other Paw. In thefe Diverfions he was 
interrupted by a Noife at the Clofet Door, as if 
fomp Body were opening ' it ; whereupon he fud- 
denly leaped up to the Window at which he had 
come in, and thence upon the Leads and Gutters, 
walking upon three Legs, and holding me in the 
fourth, until he clambered up to a Roof that was 
next to ours*. I heard Glumdalclitcb giving a Shriek 
at the Moment he was carrying me out. The poor 
Girl was almoft diftrafted : That Quarter of the 
Palace was all in an Uproar ; the Servants ran for 
Ladders ; the Monkey was feen by hundreds in the 
Court, fitting upon the Ridge of a Building, hold- 
ing me like a Baby in one of his Fore-Paws, and 
feeding me with the other, by cramming into my 
Mouth fome Viftuals he had fqueezed out of the 
Bag on one Side of his Chaps, and patting me when 
I would not eat ; whereat, many of the Rabble be- 
low could not forbear laughing ; neither do I think 
they juftly ought to be blamed 5 for without Quef- 
tion, the Sight was ridiculous enough to every Bo- 
dy but my fclf. Some of the ftople threw up 
Stones, hoping to drive the Monkey down ; but 
this was fttidlly forbidden, or clfc.very probably my 
Brains had been dafhed out. 

The Ladders were now applied, and mounted 
by feveral Men; which the Monkey obferving^ 
and finding himfelf almoft encompafled ; not being 
able CO make Spectd enough with his three Legs, 
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let me drop oa a Ridge-Tyle, and made his E- 
fcape. Here I (at for fome Time, five hundred 
Yards from the Ground, expcfting evciy Moment 
to be blown down by the Wind, or to fall by my 
€wn Giddinefs, and come tumbling over and over 
from the Ridge to the Eves. But, an honeil L^d, 
one of my Nurfe*s Footmen, climbed up, and put- 
ting me into his Breeches Pocket, brought be down 
iafe. 

I WAS almoft choaked with the filthy Stuff the 
Monkey had crammed down my Throat ; . but, 
my dear little Nurfc picked it out of my Mouth 
with a fmall Needle ; and thp n I fell a vomiting, 
which gave me great Relief. Yet I was fo weak 
and bruifed in the Sides with the Squeezes given 
me by thb odious Animal, that I was forced to 
keep my Bed a Fortnight. The King, Queen, 
and all the Court, fent every Day to enquire after 
my Health ; and her Majefty made me fcveral Vi- 
fits during my Sicknefs. The Monkey was killed, 
and an Order made, that no fuch Animal fliould be 
kept about the Palace. 

When I attended the King after my Recovery, 
to return him Thanks for his Favours, he was 
pleaied to railly me a good deal upon this Adven- 
ture. He asked me what my Thoughts and Specula- 
tions were while I lay in the Monkey^s Paw ;. how 
I liked the Visuals he gave me, his Manner of 
Feeding ; and whether the frefli Air on the Roof 
had fharpened my Stomach. He defired to know, 
what I would have done upon fuch an'Occ^fion in 
my own Country. I told his Majefty, that in Eu* 
rope we had no Monkies, except fuch as were 
brought for Curiofities fix)m other Places, and fo 
fmall, that I could deal with a Dozen of them to- 
gether, if they prefumed to attack me. And as 
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for. that monftrous Animal with whom I was R> 
lately engaged, (it was indeed as large as an Ele- 
phant) if my Fears had fuffered me to think {o far 
as to make Ufe of my Hanger (looking fiercely^ 
and clapping my Hand upon the Hilt as I ipoke) 
when he poked his Paw into my Chamber, perhaps 
I fhould have given him fuch a Wound, as would 
have made him glad to withdraw it with more 
Hafte than he put it in« This I delivered in a 
firm Tone, like a Perfon who was jealous left his 
Courage (hould be called in Queftion. However^ 
my Speech produced nothing elfe befides a loud 
Lat^hter ; which all the RefpeA due to his Maje- 
fty from thofe about him, could not make them 
contain* This made me refled:, how vain an At- 
tempt it is for a Man to endeavour doing himfelf 
Honour among thofe who are out of all Degree of 
Equality or Comparifon with him. And yet, I 
have fccn the Moral of my own Behaviour very 
frequent in England fince riiy Return ; where a lit- 
tle contemptible Varlet, without the Icaft Title to* 
Birth, Perfon, Wit, or common Senfe, (hall pre- 
fume to look with Importance, and put himfelf 
upon a Foot with the greatcft Perfons of the King- 
dom. 

I WAS every Day fprnilhing the Cwrt with 
fome ridiculous Story ; and Glumddclikbj although 
(he loved me to Excefs, yet was arch enough to in- 
form the Queen, whenever I committed any Folly 
that (he thought would be diverting to her Majefty. 
The Girl who had been out of Order, was carried 
by her Governcfs to take the Air about an Hour's 
Diftance, or thirty Miles from Town. The/ a- 
lighted out of the Coach near a fmall Foot-path in 
a Field ; and Glumdaklitch fctting down my tra- 
velling Ek)x, I went out of it to walk* There was 
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a Cow-dung in the Path, and I muft needs try my 
Aftivity by attempting to leap over it. I took a 
Run, but unfortunately jumped Ihort, and found 
my felf juft in the Middle up to my Knees. I 
waded through with fome Difficulty, and one of the 
Foctmen wiped me as clean as he could with his 
Handkerchief 5 for I was filthily bemired, and my 
Nurfc confined me to my Box until we returned 
home ; where the Queen was foon informed of 
what hadpaffed, and the Footmen fpread it about 
the Court; foj that all the Mirth, for fome Days, 
was at my Expence. 
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C H A p. VI. 

Several Contrivances of the Author tofleafe the King 
and ^een. He Jhews bis Skill in Muftck. The 
King entires into the State of Europe, which 
the Author relates to him. 7he King^s Obferva* 
turns thereon. 



USED to attend the King's Levee 
once or twice a Week, and had often 
feen hfjn under the Barber's Hand, 
which indeed was at firft very terri- 
ble to behold. For, the Razor was 
almoft twice as long as an ordinary Scythe. His 
Majefty, according to the Cuftom of the Country, 
was only fliaved twice a Week. I once prevailed 
on the Barber, to give me fome of the Suds or 
Lather, out of which I picked forty or fifty of the 
ftrongeft Stumps of Hair. I then took a Piece of 
fine Wood, and cut it like the Back of a G)mb, 
making leveral Holes in it at equal Diftance, with 
as fmall a Needle as I could get from Glumdalclitcb. 
I fixed in the Stumps fo artificially, fcraping and 
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floping them with my Knife towards the Points, 
that I made a very tolerable Comb ; which was a 
feafonable Supply, my own being fo much broken 
in the Teeth, that it was ainioft ufelefs : Neither 
did I know any Artift in that Country fo nice and 
exadl:, as would undertake to make me another. 

And this puts me in Mind of an Amufement 
wherein I fpent many of my leifure Hours. ' I de^ 
fired the Queen's Woman to fave for me the Comb-? 
ings of her Majefty's Hair, whereof in Time I 

fot a good Quantity; and confulting with my 
Viend the Cabinet-maker, who had received gene- 
ral Orders to do little Jobbsfor me ; I directed him 
to make two Chair-frames, no largq* than thofe I had 
in my Box, and then to bore little Holes with a 
fine Awl round thofe Parts where I defigned the 
Backs and Seats ; through thefe Holes I wove the 
ftrongeft Hairs I could pick out, juft after the 
Manner of Cane-chairs in England. When they 
were finiflied^ I made a Prefent of them to her Ma*- 
jefty, who kept them in her Ckbinet, and ufed to 
ihew them for Curiofities ; as indeed they were the 
Wonder of every one who beheld them.. The 
Queen would have had me fit upon one of thefe 
Chairs, but I abfolutely refiifcd to obey her^ pro- 
tefting I would rather dye a thoufand Deaths, than 
place a dilhonourable Part of my Body on thofe 
precious Hairs that once adorned her Majefty^s 
Head. Of thefe Hairs (as I had always a Mecha- 
nical Genius) I likewife made a neat little Purfe a- 
bout five Foot long, with her Majefty's Name de- 
cyphered in Gold Letters \ which I gave to Glum- 
dalclitcby by the Queen's Confent. To fay the 
Truth, it was more tor Shew than Ufe, being not 
of Strength to bear the Weight of the lai^er Coins ; 
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and therefore (he kept nothing in it, but fome lit- 
tle Toys that Girls are fond of. 

The King, who delighted in Mufick, had fre- 
quent Concerts at Court, to which I was fometimes 
carried, and fet in my Box on a Table to hear, 
them : But, the Noife was fo great, that I could 
hardly diftinguifh the Tunes. I am confident, 
that all the Drums and Trumpets of a Royal Ar- 
my, beating and founding together juft at your 
Ears, could not equal it. My Praftice was tQ have 
my Box removed from the Places where the Per- 
formers fat, as far as I could ; then to (hut the Doors 
and Windows of it, and draw the Window-Cur- 
tains ; after which I found their Mufick not difa- 
greeable. 

I HAD learned in my Youth, to pby a little 
upon the Spinet ; Glumdalcliich kept one in her 
Chamber, and a Mafter attended twice a Week to 
teach her : I call it a Spinet, becaufe it fomewhat 
refembled that Inflrument, and was played upon in 
the fame Manner. A Fancy came into my Head, 
thit I could entertain the King and Queen with 
an Englijh Tune upon this Jnftrument. But this 
appeared extremely difficult : For, the Spinet was 
near fixty Foot long, each Key being almoft a 
Foot wide ; fo that, with my Arms extended, I 
could not reach to above five Ke^s ; and to pre(s 
them down, required a good fmart Stroak with my 
Fift, which would be too great a Labour, and to 
no Purpofe. The Method I contrived was this. 
I prepared two round Sticks about the Bignefs of 
common Cudgels •, they were thicker at one End 
than the othqr ; and I covered the thicker End 
with a Piece of a Moufc's Skin, that by rapping on 
them, I might neither Damage the Tops (rf* the 
Keys, nor interrupt the Sound. Before the Spinet, 
Vot. III. L a Bcrxh 
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a Bench was placed about four Foot below the 
Kcysy and I was put upon the Bench. I ran fide- 
ling upon it that Way and this, as faft as I could, 
banging the proper Keys with my two Sticks ; and 
made a Shift to play a Jigg to the great Satisfac- 
tion of both their Majefties : But, it was the moft 
violent Exercife I ever underwent, and yet I could 
not flrike above fixreen Keys, nor, confequently, 
play the Bafs and Treble together, as other Artifts 
do ; which was a great Disadvantage to my Per- 
formance. 

The King, who, as 1 before oblerved, was a 
Prince of excellent Underftanding, would frequent- 
ly order, that I (hould be brought in my Box, and 
fct upon the Table in his Clofet. He Would th6n 
command me to bring one of my Chairs out of the 
Box, and fit down within three Yards Diftance, up- 
on the Top of the Cabinet ; which brought me 
almoft to a Level with his Face. In this Manner 
I had feveral Converfations with him. I one Day 
took the freedom to tell his Majefty, that the 
Contempt he difcovered towards Europe^ and the 
reft of the WoHd, did not feem anfwerable to thole 
excellent Qualities of Mind that he was Matter of. 
That, Reafon did not extend itfelf with the Bulk 
of the Body : Ok the contrary, we obferved in our 
Country, that the tailed Peribns were ufually lead 
provided with it. That, among other Animals, 
Bees and. Ants had the" Reputation of more Induf- 
try, Arr, and Sagacity, than many of the larger 
Kinds. And that, as inconfiderable as he took me 
to be, I hoped I might live to d6 his Majefty fome 
fignal Service. The King heard me with Atten- 
tion ; and began to conceive a much better Opini- 
on of me, than hp had ever before; He defired I 
would give him as exad an Account of the Govern^ 
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jnent of England as I poffibly could ; becaule, a& 
fond as Princes commonly are of their own Cuf- 
toms (for fo he conjeAured of other Monarchs by 
my former Difcourfes) he fhould be glad to hear 
of any Thing that might deferve Imitation. 

Imagine with thy felf, courteous Reader, how 
often I then wilhed for the Tongue of Demojthenes 
or Cicero^ that might have enabled me to celebrate 
the Praife of my own dear native Country, in a 
Style equal to its Merits and Felicity. 

I BEGAN my Difcourfe by informing his.Ma- 
jefty, that our Dominions confided of two Iflands^, 
which compofed three mighty Kingdoms under one 
Sovereign, befides our Plantations in America. I 
dwelt long upon the Fertility of our Soil, and the 
Temperature of our Climate. I then fpoke at 
large upon the Conftitution of an Englijh Parlia- 
ment, pardy made up of an illuftrious Body called 
the Houfe of Peers, Perfons of the nobleft Blood, 
and of the moft ancient and ample Patrimonies. I 
defcribed that extraordinary Care always taken of 
their Education in Arts and Arms, to qualify them 
for being Counfellors born to the King and King- 
dom % to have a Share in the Legiflature, to be 
Members of the highefl Court of Judicature, from 
whence there could be no Appeal -, and to be Cham- 
pions always ready for the Defence of their Prince 
and Country by their Valour, Conduft and Fideli- 
ty. That, thefe were the Ornament and Bulwark 
of the Kingdom •, worthy Follpwers of their moft 
renowned Anceftors, whofe Honour had been the 
Reward of their Virtue -, from which their Pofteri- 
ty were never once known to degenerate. To thefe 
were joined feveral holy Perfons, as part of that 
AfTcmbly, under the Title of Bifliops ; whofe pe- 
culiar Bufinefs it is, to take Care of Religion, and 
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of thofe who inftrud the People therein. Thefe 
were fearched and fought out through the whole 
Nation, by the Prince and wifcft Counfellors, a- 
niong fuch of the Priefthood, as were moft defer- 
vcdly diftinguifhed by the Sandity of their Lives, 
and the Depth of their Erudition -, who were in- 
deed, the fpiritual Fathers of the Clergy and the 
People. 

That, the other Part of the Parliament confift- 
cd of an Affembly called the Houfe of Commons ; 
who were all principal Gentlemen, freely picked 
and culled out by the People themfelves, for their 
great Abilities, and Love of their Country, to re- 
prefent the Wifdom of tlie whole Nation. And, 
thefe two Bodies make up the moft auguft Affem- 
bly in Europe \ to whom, in Conjunftion with the 
Prince, the whole Legiflature is committed. 

I THEM defcended to the Courts of Juft ice, over 
which the Judges, thofe venerable Sages and In- 
terpreters of the Law, prefided, for determining 
the difputed Rights and Properties of Men, as well 
as for the Punifhment of Vice, and Proteftion of 
Innocence. I mentioned the prudent Management 
of our Treafury ; the Valour and Atchievements of 
our Forces by Sea and Land. I computed the 
Number of our People, by reckoning how many 
Millions there might be of each religious SeA, or 
Political Party among us. I did not omit cvea 
our Sports and Paftinaes, or any other Particular 
which I thought might redound to the Honour of 
my Country. And, I finiflied all with a brief hi- 
ftorical Account of Affairs and Events in England 
for about an hundred Years paft. 

This Converfation was not ended under five 
Audiences, each of feveral Hours -, and the King 
beard the whole with great Attention i frequently 
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taking Notes of what I fpoke, as well as Memo- 
randums of what Queftions he intended to ask me. 

When I had put an End to thefe long Dif- 
courfes, his Majefty in a fixth Audience confulting 
his Notes, propofed many Doubts, Queries, and 
Objeftions upon every Article. He asked, what 
Methods were ufed to cultivate the Minds and Bo- 
dies of our young Nobility ; and in what Kind of 
Bufmefs they commonly fpent the firft and teach- 
able Part of their Lives. What Courfe was taken 
to fupply that Aflembly, when any noble Family 
became extindt. What Qualifications were necef- 
fary in thofe who were to be created new Lords : 
Whether the Humour of the Prince, a Sum of .Mo- 
ney to a Court-Lady, or a Prime-Minifter ; or a 
Defign of ftrengthening a Party oppofite to the 
publick Intereft, ever happened to be Motives in 
thofe Advancements. What (hare of Knowledge 
thefe Lords had in the Laws of their Country, and 
how they came by it, fo as to enable them to decide 
the Properties of their Fellow- Subjeds in the laft 
Refbrt Whether they were always fo free from 
Avarice and Partialities, or Want ; that a Bribe, or 
fome other finifter View, could have no Place a- 
mong them. Whether thofe holy Lords I fpoke 
of, were conftantly promoted to that Rank upon 
Account of their Knowledge in religious Matters, 
and the Sanftity of their Lives, had never been 
Cbmpliers with the Times, while they were com- 
mon Priefts 5 or flavifh proftitute Chaplains to 
fome Nobleman, whofe Opinions they continued 
fervilely to follow after they were admitted into 
that Aflembly. 

He then defired to know, what Arts were prac- 
tifed in electing thofe whom I called Commoners. 

Whether, 
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Whether, a Stranger with a ftrong Purfe, might 
not influence the vulgar Voters to chufe him before 
their own Landlords, or the moft confidcrable 
Gentleman in the Neighbourhood. How it came 
to pafs, that People were fo violently bent upon 
getting into this AlTembly, which I allowed to be 
a great Trouble and Expence, often to the Ruin of 
their Families, without any Salary or Penfion : 
Becaufe this appeared fuch an exalted Strain of Vir- 
tue and publick Spirit, that his Majefty feemed to 
doubt it might poffibly not bealysrays fincere : And, 
be defired to know, whether fuch zealous Gentle- 
men could have any Views of refunding themfelve$ 
for the Charges and Trouble t' . /- 

crificing the publick Good, 
weak and vicious Prince, in 
corrupted' Miniftry. He mul 
and fifted me thoroughly up( 
Head ; propofing numberleis 
jeftions, which I think it not f 
to repeat. ^ 

Upon what I faid, in relation to our Courts of 
Juftice, his Majefty defired to be fatisfied in feve- 
ral Points : And, this I was the better able to do, 
having been formerly almoft ruined by a long Suit 
in Chancery, which was decreed for me with Cofts, 
He asked, what Time was ufually fpent in deter- 
mining between Right and Wrong ; and what De- 
gree of Expence. Whether Advocates and Ora- 
tors had Liberty to plead in Caufes manifeftly 
known to be unjuft, vexatious, or oppreflive. 
Whether Party in Religion or Politicks were 
obfrrved to be of any W^'ight in the Scale of 
Juftice. Whether thofe pleading Orators were 
Perlbns educated in the general Knowledge of E- 
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quity ; or onLy in provinciaj, national, and other 
local Cuftoms, Whether they, or their Judges, 
had any Part in penning thofc Laws which they 
^flbmed the Liberty of interpreting and glofling 
\ipon at their Pleafure. Whether they had ever at 
different Times pleaded for and againft the lame 
Caufe, and cited Precedents to prove contrary Opi- 
nions. Whether they were a rich or a poor Cor* 
poration. Whether they received any pecuniary 
Reward foi- pleading or ddivering their Opinions. 
And particularly, whether they were ever admitted 
as Members in the lower Senate. 

He fell next upon the Management of our Trea- 
fury 5 and faid, he thought my Memory had failed 
me, becaufe I computed oiir Taxes at about five or 
fix Millions a Year ; and when I came to mention 
the Iffues, he found they fometimes amounted to 
^more than double ; for, the Notes he had taken 
were very particular in this Point •, becaufe he hop- 
ed, as he told me, that the Knowledge of our Con- 
dud might be ufeful to him •, and he could not be 
deceived in his Calculations. But, if what I told 
^im were true, he was ftill at a Lois how a King- 
dom could run out of its Eftate like a private Per- 
fon. He asked me, who were our Creditors ? and, 
where we found Money to pay them ? He won- 
dered to hear me talk of fuch chargeable and cx- 
tenfive Wars ; that, certainly we mull be a quar- 
xelfome People, or live among very bad Neigh- 
bours i and that our Generals muft needs be richer 
than our Kings. He asked, what Bufmels we had 
out of our own Illahds, unlefs upon the Score of 
Trade or Treaty, or to defend the Coafts with our 
jFJeet. Above all, he was amazed to hear me 
talk of a Mercenary (landing Army in the Midft of 
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Peace, and among a free People. He faid, if we 
were governed by our own Confent in the Perfons 
of our Reprefentatives, he could not imagine of 
whom we were afraid, or againft wKom we were 
to fight ; and would hear my Opinion, whether a 
private Man's Houfe might not better be defended 
by himfelf, his Children, and Family ; than by 
half a dozen Rafcals picked up at a Venture in the 
Streets, for fmall Wages, who might get an hun- 
dred Times more by cutting their Throats. 

He laughed at my odd Kind of Arithmetick 
(as he was pleafed to call it) in reckoning the Num- 
bers of our People by a Computation drawn from 
the feTeralSeds among us in Religion and Politicks. 
He faid, he knew no Reafon, why thofe who en- 
tertain Opinions prejudicial to the Publick, Ihould 
be obliged to change, or Ihould not be obliged to 
conceal theni. And, as it was Tyranny in any 
Government to require the firft, fo it was Weaknefe 
not to enforce the fecond : For, a Man may be al- 
lowed to keep Poilbns in his Clofet, but not to 
vend them about as Cordials. 

He ob&rved, that among the Diverfions of our 
Nobility and Gentry, I had mentioned Gaming. 
He defired to know at what Age this Entertain- 
ment was ufually taken up, and when it was laid 
down. How much pf their Time it employed ; 
whether it ever went fo high as to afFed* their For- 
tunes. Whether mean vicious People, by their 
Dexterity in that Art, might not arrive at great 
Riches, and fometimes keep our very Nobles in 
Dependaflce, as well as habituate them to vile Com- 
panions; wholly take them from the Improvement 
of tlieir Mind^, and force them by the Loffes they 
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received, to learn and pradife chat infamous Dexte- 
rity upon others. 

He was perfedlly aftoniflied with the hiftorical 
Account I gave him of our AflFairs during the laft 
Century ; protefting it was only a Heap of Confpi- 
racies. Rebellions, Murders, Maflacres, Revolu- 
tions, Banifliments ; the very worll Effeds that 
Avarice, Fadlion, Hypocrify, Perfidioufnefs, Cru- 
elty, Rage, Madnefs, Hatred, Envy, Luft, Ma-, 
lice, and Ambition could produce. 

HisMajefty, in another Audience, was at the 
Pains to recapitulate the Sum of all I had fpoken ; 
compared the Queftions he made, with the Anfwers 
I had given \ then taking me into his Hands, and 
ftroaking me gently, delivered himfclf in thcfe 
Words, which I (hall never forget, nor the Man- 
ner he fpoke them in. My little Friend Grilirig ; 
you have made a moft admirable Panegyrick upon 
your Country. You have clearly proved that Ig- 
norance, Idlenefs, and Vice, are the proper Ingre- 
dients for qualifying a Legiflator. That Laws arc 
beft explained, interpreted, and applied by thofc 
whofe Intereft and Abilities lie in perverting, con- 
founding, and eluding them. I obferve among 
you, fome Lines of an Inftitution, which in its O- 
riginal might have been tolerable ; but thefe half 
erafed, and the reft wholly blurred and blotted by 
Corruptions. It doth not appear, from all you 
have faid, how any one Perfection is required to- 
wards the Procurement of any one Station among 
you ; much lels that Men are ennobled on Account 
of their Virtue, that Priefts are advanced for their 
Piety or Learning, Soldiers for their Conduct or 
Valour, Judges for their Integrity, Senators tor the 
Love of th^r Country, or Counfellors for their 
Wifdom. As for yourfelf (continued the King; 
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who have fpent the greateft Part of your Life jlti 
travelling ; I am well difpofed to hope you may 
hitherto have efcaped many Vices of your Q>untry. 
But, by what 1 have gathered from your own Rela- 
tion^ and the Anfwers I have with much Pains 
wringed and extorted from you ; I cannot but con- 
clude the Bulk of your Natives, to be the moft per- 
nicious Race of litde odious Vermin that Nature ever 
fofitred to cr^wl upon the Surface of the EartJ), 
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fTbe Auibof^s Love of his Country. He makes a 
Propofal of much Advantage to the King^ which 
is rejeUed, The King^s great Ignorance in Poli- 
ticks. The Learning of that Country very imper-' 
fe5t and confined. Their Laws^ and MiliMry 
Affairs^ and Parties in the State. 

|OTHING but an extreme Love 
I of Truth, could have hindered mc 
I from concealing this Part of my 3tory, 
I It was in vain to difcover my Refent- 
5 ments, which' were always turned into 
And, I was forced to reft with Patience^ 
while my noble and moft beloved Country was fo 
injurioufly treated. I am heartily forry as any of 
my Readers can poffibly be, that fuch an Occafioii 
was given : But this Prince happened to be fo curi- 
ous and inquifitive into every Particular, that it 
could not confift either with Gratitude or good Man^ 
hers to refufe givipg him what Satisfadlion I was able. 
Yet thus much J may be allowed to fay in my own 
Vindication •, that I artfully eluded many of his 
Qucftions •, and gave to every Point a more favour- 
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able Turn by many Degrees than the ftridnefs of 
Truth would allow. For, I have always born that 
laudable Partiality to my own Country, which /)/-> 
onyfius Hallicarnajfenfts with fo much Jufticc i-ecom- 
mends to an Hiftorian. I would hide the Frailties 
and Deformities of my Political Mother, and place 
her Virtues and Beauties in the mcA advantageous 
tight. This was my fincere Endeavour in thofe 
many Difcourfes I had with that Monarch, although 
it unfortunately failed of Succefe. 

But, great Allowances Ihould be given to a 
King who lives wholly fecluded from the reft of 
the World, and muft therefore be altogether un- 
acquainted with the Manners and Cuftoms that moft 
prevail in other Nations : The want of which 
Knowledge, will ever produce many Prejudices, and 
a certain Narrownefs of Thinking ; from which we, 
ajid^the politer Countries of EurOpCy are wholly ex- 
empted. And*, it would be hard indeed, if fo «- 
mote a Prince's Notions of Virtue and Vice were 
to be offered as a Standard for all Mankind. , 

To confirm what I have now faid, and further 
to (hew the miferable EfFeds of ^ cojifined Educati- 
on-y I fliall here infert.a PafTage which will hard- 
ly obtain Belief. In Hopes to ingratiate my felf far- 
ther into his Majefty's Favour, I tt>ld him of an In- 
vention difcovcred between three and four hundred 
Years ago, to make a certain Powder 5 into an Heap 
of which the fmalleft Spark of Fire falling, would 
kindle the wbek in a Moment, although it were as 
big as a Mountain ; and make it all fly up in the 
Air togetj^er, with a Noife and Agitation greater 
than Thunder. That, a proper Quantity of this 
Powder rammed into a hollow Tube of Brafs or 
Iron, according to its Bignefs, would drive a Bali 
of Iron or Lead with fuch Violence and Speed, a$ 
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nothing was able to fuftain its Force. That, the 
largeft Balls thus difchargcd, would not only dc- 
ftroy whole Ranks of an Army at once ; but bat- 
ter the ftrongeft Walls to the Ground ; fink dowa 
Ships with a thoufand Men in each, to the Bot- 
tom of the Sea; and when linked together by a 
Chain, would cut through Mails and Rigging •, di- 
vide hundreds of Bodies in the Middle, and lay all 
Wafte before them. That, we often put this Pow- 
der into large hollow Balls of Iron, and difcharged 
them by an Engine into fome City we were befieg- 
ing •, which would rip up the Pavement, tear the 
Houfes to Pieces, burft and throw Splinters on every 
Side, daftiing out the Brains of all who came near. 
That, I knew the Ingredients very well, which were 
cheap and common •, I underftood the Manner of 
compounding them, and could diredb his Workmen 
how to make thofe Tubes of a Size proportionable 
to all other Things in his Majefty's Kingdom ; and 
the largeft need not be above two hundred Foot long ; 
twenty or thirty of which Tubes, charged with the 
proper Quantity of Powder and Balls, would bat- 
ter down the Walls of the ftrongeft Town in his 
Dominions in a few Hours •, or deftroy the whole 
Metropolis, if ever it fliould pretend to difpute his 
abfolute Commands. This, I humbly offered to 
his Majefty, as a fmall Tribute of Acknowledg- 
ment, in Return of fo many Marks that I had re- 
ceived of his Royal Favour and Proteftion. 

The King was ftfugk with Horror at theDe- 
fcription I had given of tBftfe terrible Engines, and 
the Propofal I had made. He was amazed how fo 
impotent and grovellipg an Infeft as I (thefe were 
his Expreffions) could entertain fuch inhuman Ideas, 
and in fo familiar a Manner as to appear wholly un- 
moved at all the Scenes of Blood and Defblation, 
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which I had painted as the common Effects of thpie 
dcftrudive Machines ; whereof he faid, ^forne evil 
Genius, Enemy to Mankind, muft have been the 
firft Contriver. As for himfclf, he protefted, that 
although few Things delighted him fo much as new 
Difcoveries in Art or in Nature ; yet he would rar 
ther lofe Half his Kingdom, than be privy to fuch 
a Secret ; which he commanded me, as I valued my 
Life, never to mention any more. 

A STRANGE Effe<5i of narrow Prmclples and 
Jbort Views ! that a Prince pofTeffed of every Qua- 
lity which procures Veneration, Love and Efleem j 
of ftrong Parts, great Wifdom and profound Learn- 
ing; endued with admirable Talents for Govern- 
ment, and almoft adored by his Subjefts ; fhould 
from a nice unnecejfary Scruple^ whereof in Europe 
we can have no Conception, let flip an Oppor- 
tunity put into his Hands, that would have made 
him abfolute Mafter of the Lives, the Liberties, 
and the Fortunes of his People. Neither do I lay 
this with the leaft Intention to detraft from the 
many Virtues of that excellent King ; whofe Char 
rafter I am. fenfible will on this Account be very 
much leflfened in the Opinion of an £»^/(/i& Rca* 
der : But, I take this Defed among them to have 
rifen from their Ignorance ; by not having hither- 
to reduced Politicks into a Science^ as the more 
acute Wits of Europe have done. For, I remem- 
ber very well, in a Difcourfe one Day with the 
King 5 when I happened to fay, there were feve- 
ral thoufand Books among us, written upon the -4^/ 
of Government ; it gave him (diredly contrary to 
my Intention J a very mean Opinion of our Under- 
ftandings. He profefled both to abominate and dc- 
fpifc all Myftery^ Refinement^ and Jntriguey either in 
a Prince or a Miniften He could not tell what I 
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meant by Secnis ofState^ where an Enemy or fome 
Rival Nation were not in the Cafe. He confined 
the Knowledge of governing within very narrow 
Bounds ; to common Senfe and Reafon, to Jufticc 
and Lenity, to the fpeedy Determination of Civil 
and Criminal Caufes ; with fome other obvious To- 
picks which are not worth confidering. And, he 
gave it for his Opinion ; that whoever could make 
two Ears of Corn, or two Blades 6f Grafs to grow 
upon a Spot of Ground where only one grew be- 
fore ; would deferve better of Mankind, and ^o 
more ellential Service to his Country, than the 
whole Race of Politicians put together. 

The L^rning of this People is very defeftive ; 
confifting only in Morality, Hiftory, Poetry and 
Mathematicks ; wherein they muft be allowed to 
excel. But, the laft of thefe is wholly applied to 
what may be ufefol in Life ; to the Improvement 
of Agricukure and all mechanical Arts ; fo, that 
among us it would be little efteemed. And, as to 
Ideas, Entities, Abftradions and Tranfccndentals, 
I could never drive the leaft Conception into their 
Heads. 

No Law of that Country nauft exceed in Words 
the Number of Letters in their Alphabet ; which 
confifts only of two and twenty. But indeed, few 
of them extend even to that Length. They are 
cxprefled in the moft plain and fimple Terms, where- 
in thofe People arc not Mercurial enough to dif^ 
cover above one Interpretation. And, to write a 
Comment upon any Law, is a Capital Crime* As 
to the Decifion of Civil Caufes, or Proceedings a- 
gainft Criminals, their Precedents are fo few, that 
they have lialc Reafon to boaft of any extraordina- 
ry Skill in cither. 

They have had the Art of Printing, as well as 
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the Chinefe^ Time out of Mind. But their Libra* 
ries are not very large ; for that of the King's, which 
is reckoned the largeft, doth not amount to above 
a thoufand Volumes -, placed in a Gallery of twelv^e 
hundred Fopt long ; from whence I had Liberty tq 
borrow what Books I pleafed. The Queen's Joy- 
ncr had contrived in one of Glumdalclitcb^s Rooms 
a Kind of wooden Machine five and twenty Foot 
high, formed like a ftanding Ladder ; the Steps were 
each fifty Foot long : It was indeed a moveable 
Pair of Stairs, the loweft End placed at ten Foot 
Diftance from the Wall of the Chamber. The 
Book 1 had a Mind to read was put up leaning againft 
the WalL I firft mounted to the upper Step of the 
l^adder, and turning my Face towards the Book, 
began at the Top of the Page, and fo walking to 
tiKi Right and Left about right or ten Paces, aqcord^ 
ing to the Length of the Lines, until I had gotten 
a little below the Level of mine Eyes ; and then 
cfefcending gradually until I came to the Bottom :. 
After which, I mounted again, and began the o» 
thcr Page in the fame Manner, and fo turned over 
the Leaf, which I could eafily do with both my 
Hands, for it was as thick and ftifi^ as a Pafte- 
board, and in the largeft Folio's not above eighteen 
or twenty Foot long. 

Their Style is clear, mafculine, and fmooth, 
but not florid •, for they avoid nothing more thaa 
multiplying unnec^iTary Words, or ufing various 
Exprcffions. I have perufed many of their Books, 
cfpecially thofe in Hillory and Morality, Amopg 
the latter I was much diverted with a little old 
Treatife, which always lay in Glumdalclitchh Bed- 
chamber, and belonged to her Governefs, a grave 
elderly Gentlewoman, who dealt in Writings of 
Morality and Devotion/ The Book treats of the 
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Weakpcfs of Human Kind ; and is in little Efteem, 
except among Women and the Vulgar, Howe- 
ver, f was curious to fee what an Author of that 
'Country could fay upon fuch a Subjeft. This 
"Writer went through all the ufual Topicks of 
European Moralifts ; fhewing how diminutive, con- 
temptible, and helplefs an Animal was Man in his 
own Nature ; how unable to defend himfelf from 
"Inclemencies of the Air, or the Fury of wild Beafts : 
How much he was excelled by one Creature in 
Strength, by another in Speed, by a third in 
Forcfight, by a fourth in Induftry. He added, that 
Nature was degenerated in thefe latter declining Ages 
of the World, and could now produce only fmall 
abortive Births, in Coroparifon of thofe, in ancient 
Times. Me faid, it was very reafonable to think, 
not only that the Species of Man were originally 
much larger^ but alfo, that there muft have been 
Giants in former Ages-^ wh^cTi, as it is afferted by 
-Hiftory and Tradition, fo it hath been confirmed 
by huge Bones and Sculls, cafually dug up in feveral 
Parts of the Kingdom, far exceeding the common 
dwindled Race of Man in our Days. He arguaJ, 
that the very Laws of Nature abfolutely required 
we Ihould have been made in the Beginning, of a 
Size more krge and robuft, not fo liable to De- 
ftrudlion from every little Accident of a Tile fal- 
ling from an Houfe, or a Scone caft from the Hand 
-of a Boy, or of being drowned in a little Brook. 
From this Way of Rcafoning, the Author drew fe- 
veral moral Applications ufeful in the Conduft of 
Life, but needlefs here to repeat. For, ray own 
Part, I could not avoid rcflcding, how univcrfally 
this Talent was fprcad of drawing Leftures in Mo* 
ralicy, or indeed rather Matter of Difcontent and 
-Repining, from the Quarrels we raift with.Naturc. 
Vol. 111. M And, 
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And, I believe, upon a ftrift Enquiry, thofe Quar- 
reb might be (hewn as ill grounded among us, as 
they arc among that People. 

As to their military Affairs; they boaft that the 
King's Army confifts of an hundred and fcventy 
fix thoufand Foot, and thirty two thoufand Horfe : 
If that may be called an Army, which is made up 
of Tradefmen in the feveral Cities, and Farmers in 
the Country, whofe Commanders are only the No- 
bility and Gentry, without Pay or Reward. They 
are indeed perfe^ enough in their Exercifes ; and 
under very good Difcipline, wherein I faw no great 
Merit: For, how Ihould it be otherwife, where 
every Farmer is under the Command of his own 
Landlord, and every Citizen under that of the prin- 
cipal Men in his own City, chofen after the Man- 
ner of Venice by Balkt f 

I HAVE often feen the Militia of Lorbrulgrui 
drawn out to Exercifc in a great Field near the City, 
of twenty Miles fquare. They were in all not a- 
bove twenty five thoufand Foot, and fix thoufand 
Horfe ; but, it was impoflible for me to compute 
their Number, confidering the Space of Ground 
they took up. A Cavalier mounted on. a large 
Steed might be about ninety Foot high. I have 
feen this whole Body of Horfe, upon the Word of 
Command, draw their Swords at once, and bran- 
diflithem in the Air. Imagination can figure no- 
thing fo grand, fo furprizing, and fo aftonifhing. 
It looked as if ten thoufand FJafhes of Lightning 
were darting at the fame Time from every Quarter 
of the Sky. 

I WAS curious to know how this Prince, to 
whofe Dominions there is no Accefs from any o- 
thcr Country, came to think of Armies, or to 
teach hb People the Pradice of military Difcipline. 

But» 
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But, I was foon informed, both by Converfation, 
and Reading their Hiftories. For, in the Courfc 
of many Ages, they have been troubled with the 
fame Difeafe, to which the whole Race of Man- 
kind is fubjeft \ the Nobility often contending for 
Power, the People for Liberty, and the King for 
abfolute Dominion. AH which, however happily 
tempered by the L^ws of that Kingdom, have been 
fometimes violated by each of the three Parties ; 
and have more than once occafioned Civil Wars, 
the laft whereof, was happily put an End to by 
this Prince's Grandfather in a general Compolition 5 
and the Militia then fettled with common Cbnfcnt, 
hath been ever fince kept in the ftrifteft Duty. 
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C H A t>- VIIL 

Tbf King and ^een make a Progrefs to the Frontiers. 
The Author attends them, ^he Manner in which 
be leaves the Country very particularly related. He 
returns to England. 



HAD always a ftrong Impulfc that I 
Ihould fome Time recover my Liber- 
ty, although it were impoffible to 
conjedure by what Means, or to form 
_K any Projeft with the leaft Hope of 
fucceeding. The Ship in which I failed was the 
firft ever known to be driven within Sight of that 
Coaft ; and the King had given ftrict Orders, that 
if at any Time another appeared, it Ihould be ta- 
ken afliore, and with all its Crew and Paffengers 
brought in a Tumbril to Lorbrulgrud. He was 
ftrongly bent to get me a Woman of my own Size, 
by whom I might propagate the Breed : But, I 
think, I ihould rather have died, than undei^ne 
the Difgrace of leaving a Poftcrity to be kept in 
Cages like tame Canary Birds; and perhaps in 
Tiine, ibhi about the kingdom to Perfons of Qua- 
lity 
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lity for Curiofities. I was indeed treated with mucli 
Kindnefs ^ I was the Favourite of a great King anc| 
Queen, and the Delight oPthe whole Coiart j hut 
it was upon fuch a Foot as ill became the Pigl^ity 
of human Kind. I could never forgft thpfe do* 
meftick Pledges I had left behind me. I wanted 
to be among People with whom I could coiiyerie 
upon even Terms ; and walk about the Streets and 
Fields without Fear of being trod to Death like a 
Frog or youn^ PupPY- But, my Delivcranc? 
came fooncr than I expefted, and in a Manner not 
very common: The whole Story and CircumftaiKe^ 
of which I fliall faithfully relate. 

I HAD npw been two Years in this 0)untry; 
and, about the Beginning of the third, Glun^at- 
€iiuh and I attended the King and Queen in a PrOf 
grefs to the South Coaft of the Kingdom* I wa3 
carried as ufual in my travelling Box, which, as I 
have already defcribed, was a very convenient Ck>- 
fet of twelve Foot wide. I had ordered a Ham^ 
mock to be fixed by filken Ropes from the four 
Comers at the Top, to break the Jolts, when a 
Servant carried me before him on Horfeback, as I 
fometimes defired ; and would often fleep in mf 
Hammock while we were upon the Road. On the 
Roof of my Clofet, fet not direftly over the Mid- 
dle of the Hammock, I ordered the Joyner to cut 
out a Hole of a Foot fquare to g'rve me Air in hot 
Weather as I flept ; which Hole I ftiut at Pleafurc 
with a Board that drew backwards and forwards 
through a Groove. 

When we came to our Journey's End, the King 
thought proper to pafs a few Days at a Palace he 
hath near Flanflafnic^ a City within eighteen Eng- 
lijb Miles of the Sea-fide. Glumdalclitch and I were 
much fatigued : I had gotten a fmall Cold j but 

the 
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the poor Girl was fo ill as to be confined to her 
Chamber. I longed to fee the Ocean, which muft 
be the only Scene of my Efcape, if ever it fbould 
happen. I pretended to be worfe than I really was ; 
and defired Leave to take the freih Air of the Sea, 
with a Page whom I was very fond of, and who 
had fometimes been trufted with me. I fhall never 
forget with what Unwillingnels Glumdalclikb con^ 
fented •, nor the ftrift Charge (he gave the Page to 
be careful of me \ burfting at the fame Time into 
a Flood of Tears, as if ihe had fome Foreboding 
of what was to hapjpen. The Boy took me out in 
my Box about half an Hour's Walk from the Pa- 
lace, towards the Rocks on the Sca-ihore, I or- 
dered him to fet me down ; and lifting up one of 
my Safhes, caft many a wiflfiil melancholy Look 
towards the Sea, I found mvfclf not very well \ 
and told the Page that I had a Mind to take a Nap 
in my Hammock, which I hoped would do me 
good. Lgot in, and the Boy fliut the Window 
clofe down, to keep out the Cold. I foon fell a- 
fleep: And all I can conjcdure is, that while I 
|lept, the Page thinking no Daoger could happen, 
went among the Rocks to look for Birds Eggs ; 
having before obfcrved him from my Window 
fearching about, and picking up one or two in the 
Clefts. Be that as it wjll % 1 found my felf fildden- 
ly awaked with a violent Pull upon the Ring which 
was faftned at the Top pf my Box, for the Con- 
veniency of Carriage. I felt the Box rdfed very 
high in the Air, and then bom forward with pro- 
digious %?edt The lirft Jolt had like to have 
fhaken me out of tny Har^i mocks but afterwards 
the Mption was eafy enpugh. . I called o^% fevera| 
Times as loud as I coqld raife rpy Voice, but all to 
09 JpHr|)ofe. I looked towards toy Windows, and 

W«14 
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cODld fee nothing but the CloudH and Sky. I heard 
a Noife juft over my Head like the clapping of 
Wings ; and then began to perceive the woeful 
Condition I was in ; that fome Eagle had got the 
Ring of my Box in his Beak, with an Intent to let 
it fall on a Rock, like a Tortoife in a Shell, and 
then pick (wt my Body and devour it. For, the Sa- 
gacity and Smell of this Bird enabled him to difco- 
ver his Quarry at a great Diftance, although better 
concealed than I could be within a two Inch Board. 
In a litde Time I obferved the Noife and Flutter 
of Wings to encreafe very faft 5 and my Box was 
tofled up and down like a Sign-poft in a windy 
Day. I beard ieveral Bangs or Buffets, as I thought, 
given to the Eagle (for fuch I am certain it muft 
have been that held the Ring of my Box in his 
Beakj and then all on a fudden felt my felf falling 
perpendicularly down for above a Minute; but 
with fuch incredible Swiftnefs, that I almoft loft 
my Breath. My Fall was ftopped by a terrible 
Squafh, that founded louder to miise Ears than the 
Cataraft of Niagara ; after which I was quite in 
the Dark for another Minute, and then my Box 
began to rife fo high, that I could fee Light from 
the Tops of my Windows. I now perceived, that 
I was fallen into the Sea. My Boic, by the Weight 
of my Body, the Goods that were in, and the broad 
Plates of Iron fixed for Strength at the four Corners 
of the Top and Bottom, floated about five Foot 
deep in Water. I did then, and do now fuppofe, 
that the Eagle which flew away with my Box, was 
purfued by two or three others, and forced to let 
me drop while he was defending himfelf againft 
the Reft, who hoped to (hare in the Prey, The 
Plates of Iron iaftned to the Bottom of |he Box, (for 
tbofe were the ftrongeft) preferved the BaJance 

while 
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while it fell ; and hindred it from being broken on 
the Surface of the Water, Every Joint of it was 
well grooved, and the Dopr did not move on 
Hinges, but up and down like a Safh j which 
kept my Clofet fo tight, that very little Water came 
in. I got with much Difficulty out of my Ham- 
mock, having firft ventured to draw back the Slip- 
board on the Roof already mentioned, contrived cm 
Purpofe to let in Air ; for Want of which, I found 
myfelf almoft ftiEed. 

How often did I then wifti my felf with my dear 
Glumdalclilcby from whom One dngle Hour had fa 
far divided me! And, I may fay with Truth, that 
in the Midft of my own Mi^cMtune, I could not 
forbear lamenting my poor Nurfe, the Grief Ihe 
would fuffer for my Lofe, the Difpleafure of the 
Queen, and the Ruin of her Fortune. Perhaps, 
many Travellers have not been under greater Diifi- 
c\!»kies and Diftrels than I was at this Junfture ; 
expecting every Moment to fee my Box dafhed ia 
Pieces, or at leaft overfet by the firft vioknt^Biaft, 
or a rifing Wave. A Breach in- one fingle Pane of 
Glafs would have been immediate Death: Nor 
couki any Thing have prefervcd the Windows but 
the ftrong Lattice Wires placed on the outfide a- 
gainft Accidents in travelling. I faw the Water 
ooze in at feveral Crannies, although the Leaks 
were not confiderable ; and I endeavoured to ftop 
them as well as I could, 1 was not able to lift up 
the RD0f of my Clofet, which otterwife I certainly 
fhould have done, and fat on the Top of it, where 
I might, at leaft, preferve my felf from being (hut 
up, as I may call it, in the Hold. Or, if I eP- 
capad thefe Dangers for a Day or two, what could 
1 expeft but a miferable Death of Cold and Hunger ! 
I was four Hoiirs under th(?fe Circumft^ces, ex- 

pcfting 
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p^fting and indeed wifhing every Moment to be 
my laft. 

I HA^B already told the Reader, that there were 
two ftrong Staples fixed upon the Side of my Box, 
which had no Window, and into which the Servant, 
w:ho iifcd to carry me on Horfeback, would put a. 
leathern Belt, and buckle it abput his Waift. -Be- 
ing ii^ this difconfolatc State, I heard, or at lead 
thought I heard fbxne kind of grating Nbife on that 
Side of my Box where the Sta^ples were fixed ; and 
foon after I began tp foicy th^ the Bcmc was pulled„ 
or towed along in the Sea ; for, I now and then felt 
a. Sort of tagging, which njade the WaAres rife near 
the Tops pf 9iy Windows, leaving me almoft in 
the Dark. This g^ve me fome faint Hopes of 
Relief, s^lthough I were not able to imagine how 
it could be brought about. I venturM to unfcrew 
one of my Chairs, which were always faftned to 
the Floor ; and having made a hard Shift to fcrew 
it down again direftly under the Slipping-board 
that I had lately opened ; I mounted on the Chair, 
and putting my Mouthy as near as I could to the 
Hole, I called for Help in a loud Voice, and in 
all the Languages I under£tood. I then faflned 
my Handkerchief to a Stick I ufu^Uy carried, and 
thrufting it up the Hole, waved it feveral Times 
in the Air 5 tlut if any Boat or Ship were near, the 
Seamen might conjedure fome unhappy Mortal to 
beihuc up in the Box. 

I FOUND no Effefl: from all I could do, but 
plainly perceived my Clofet to be moved along ; 
and in the Space of an Hour, or better, that Side 
of the Box wh^re the Staples were, and had no 
Window, itruck a^inft fomething that was hard. 
I apprehended it to be a Rock, and found my felf 
tofled more thw ever. I plainly heard a Noife 

upon 
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upon the Cover of my Clofet, like that of a Cable, 
and the grating of it as it palled through the Ring, 
I then found my fclf hoifted up by D^rees, «t leaft 
three Foot higher than I was before. Whereupon, 
I again thruft up my Stick and Handkerchief, cal- 
ling for Help until I was almoft hoarfe. In return 
to which, I heard a great Shout repeated three Times, 
giving me fuch Tranfports of Joy as are not to be 
conceived but by thofe who feelthem. I now heard 
a Trampling over my Head ; and fomebody calling 
through the Hole with a loud Voice in the Englijb 
Tongue : If there be any Body below^ let tbemfpeak^ 
I anmered, I was an Englijhman^ drawn by ill For- 
tune into the greateft Calamity that ever any Creature 
underwent \ and begged, by all that was moving, 
to be delivered out of the Dungeon I was in. The 
Voice replied, I was fafe, for my Box was faftned 
to their Ship ; and the Carpenter fliould immediately 
come, and law an Hole in the Cover, large enough 
to pull me out. I anfwered, that was needlefs, and 
would take up too much Time ; for there was no 
more to be done, but let one of the Crew put his 
Finger into the Ring, and take the Box out of the 
Sea into the Ship, and fo into the Captain's CaU)in. 
Some of them, upon hearing me talk fo wildly, 
thought I was mad ; others laughed \ for indeed it 
never came into my Head, that I was now got a^ 
mong People of my own Stature and Strength. The 
Carpenter came, and in a few Minutes fawed a PaC- 
fage about four Foot fquare j then let down a fmall 
Ladder, upon which I mounted, and from thence 
was taken into the Ship in a very weak Condition. 
The Sailors were all in Amazement, and ask'ed 
me a thoufand Qucftions, which I had no Inclina- 
tion to anfwer. I was equally confounded at the 
Sight of fo many Pigmies 5 for fuch I took them to 

be, 
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be, after having fo long accuftomed mine Eyes to 
the monftrous Objedte I had left. But, the Captain 
Mr. ^Thomas fVilcoeks^ an honeft worthy Shropjhire 
Man, obferving I was ready to faint, took me into 
his Cabbin, gave me a Cordial to comfort me, and 
made me turn in upon his own Bed ; advifing me 
to take a little Reft, of which I had great Need. 
Before 1 went to Sleep, I gave him to underftand; 
that I had fome valuable Furniture in my Box, too 

food to be loft ; a fine Hammock, an handfome 
'ield-bied, two Chairs, a Table and a Cabinet : 
That, my Clofct was hiing on all Sides, or rather 
, quilted with Silk and Cotton : That, if he would 
let one of the Crew brinjg my Clofet into his Cab- 
bin, I would open it before him, and Ihew hini my 
Goods. The Captain hearing me utter thefe Abfur- 
dities, concluded I was raving : However, (I fuppofe 
to pacify me) be promifed to give Order as I defired j 
and going upon Deck, fcnt fome of his Men down 
into my Cloiet, from whence (as I afterwards found) 
they drew up all my Goods, and ftnpped off the 
Quilting ; but the Chairs, Cabinet and Bed-fted be- 
ing fcrewed to the Floor, were much damaged by 
the Ignorance of the Seamen, who tore them up 
by Force. Then they knocked off fome of the 
Boards for the Ufe of the Ship ; and when they 
had got all they had ^ Mind for, let the Hulk drop 
into the Sea, which, by reafon of inany Breaches 
m^e in the]Bottomi and Sides, fpnk to rights. And 
Indeed I was glad no? to have be?Q a Speftator of 
the Havock they made -, becaufe I am confident it 
would have fenfibly touched me, by bringing for- 
mer P^flages into my Mind, whicji J had rather 
forget. 

IsLEPT fome Hours, but perpetually difturbed 
with Oregms pf the Place I iiad kft, find the Dan- 
ger* 
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gcrs I had efcaped. However, upon waking I found 
my felf much recovered. It was now about eight; 
9 Clock ac Night, and the Captain ordered Supper 
immediately, thinking I had already faded too long. 
He entertained me with great Kindnefs, obferving 
me not to look wildly, or talk inconfiftently ; and 
when we were left alone, defired I would give hin\ 
a Relation of my Travels, and by what Acpdenti 
came to be fet adrift in that monftrous wooden Cheft. 
He feid, that about twelve a Clqck at Noon, as he 
was looking through his Glais, he fpied it at ^ 
Diftance,, and thoi:^ht it was a Sail, whkh hp had ^ 
Mind to make ; bemg not much out of his Courfe» 
inihopes of buying lome Bifcuit, his own begin-* 
ning to fall (hort. Tliat, upon coming near^> and 
finding his Error, he fent out his Long-boat to dif* 
cover what I was. That, his Men came bapk in a 
Fright, fwearing they had feen a fyvimming Houfe : 
That, he laughed at their Folly, and went himfelf 
in the Boat, ordering his Men to take a ftrong Ca- 
ble alo^g with them : That, the Weather being calzp, 
he rowed round me feveral Timesi,pbfervod my Win- 
dows and the Wire Lattices that defended them* 
That he difcovpred two Staples, upon one Side, which 
was aH of Boards, without any Paffage for Light. 
He then commanded his Men to row up to that Side ; 
^ipd feftning a Cable to one of the Staples, ordered 
ijis Men to tow my Chefl; Cas he called it) towards 
the Ship. When it was there, he gave Direftions 
to &ften another Cable to the Ring, fixed in the 
Cover, and to raife up my Chefl: with Pullies^ which. 
all the Saijors were not able to do abpve two or 
tl^ree Foot, He faid, they faw my Stick arid 
Handkerchief thrufl: out of the Hole, and con- 
cluded, tha* Ibmc., unhappy Man muft be fhut up 
in the Cavity. I asked whether he or the Crew had 
' * "^ .' * * feeii 
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feen any prodigious Birds in the Air about the Time 
he fitft difcovered me : To which he artfiVered, 
that difcourfing this Matter with the Sailors white 
1 was aflecp, one of them faid, he had ahferved three 
Eagles flying towards the North ; but remarked no- 
thing of their being lai^r than the ufual Sitt ; 
which I fuppofe muft be imputed to the great Height 
they were at : And he could not guefe the Reaibh 
of my Queftion. I then asked theCaptain how far 
he reckoned We might be frorti Land % he faid, by 
the beft Computation he could make, wfc were at 
leaft an hundred Leagues. I aflbred him, that he 
rtuft be miftaken by alnk)ft half; for I had not left 
the Country &6m whence I came, above two Horn's 
bdfore I dropt into the Sea. Whereupon he be- 
gan again t6 think that my Brain was difturbed^ 
of which he gave ttie ia Hint, and advifcd me to 
go to Bed in a Cabin he had provided. » I afllired 
him I was well refreflied with his good Entertain- 
tnent and CbitJpany, and as much in my Scnfes as 
ever I was in my Life. He then grew ferious, and 
defired to ask me freely, whethef I were not troubled 
in Mind, by the Confcioufnefs of fome enormous 
Crime, for which I was punilhed at the Command 
t)f fome Prince, by expofing me in that Cheft ; as 
great Criminals in other Countries have been forced 
to Sea in a fcaky VefleU without Provifions : For, 
akhoifgh he Ihould be forry to have taken fo ill a 
Man into his Ship, yet he would engage his Word 
to fet me fafe on Shear in the firft Port where we 
arrived. He added, that his Sufpicions were much 
increafcd by fome very abfurd Speeches I had deli- 
vered at firft to the Sailors, and afterwards to him- 
felf, in relation to my Clofet or Qieft, as well as by 
my odd Looks and Behaviour while I was at Sup- 
per'. ' 

I BEG- 
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I BEGGED his Patience to hear me tell my Story ^ 
which I faithfully did from the laft Time I left 
England^ to the Moment he firft difcovered me. 
And, as Truth always forceth its Way into rational 
Minds ; fo, this honed worthy Gentleman, who 
had fome Tinfture of Learning, and very good 
Senfe, was immediately convinced of my Candor 
and Veracity, But, further to confirm all I had 
faid, I entreated him to give Order that my Cabinet 
fhould be brought, of which I kept the Key in my 
Pocket, (for he had already informed me how the 
Seamen difpofed of my Clofet) I opened it in his 
Prefence, and (hewed him the fmall Cblle£tion of 
Rarities I made in the Country from whence I had 
been fo ftrangely delivered. There was the Comb 
I had contrisred out of the Stumps of the Kin^s 
Beard ; and another of the fame Materials, but Hxed 
into a Paring of her Majefty^s Thumt>nall, which 
ferved for the Back. There was a CoUeAion of 
Needles and Pins from a Foot to half a Yard long. 
Four Wafp-ftings, like Joyners Tacks : Some 
Combings of the Queen's Hair : A Gold Ring 
which one Day flie made me a Prefent of in a moft 
obliging Manner, taking it frojn her little Finger, 
and throwing it over my Head like a Collar. I 
defired the Captain would pleafe to accept this Ring 
in return of his Civilities ; which he abfolutely re- 
fufed. I fhewed him a Corn, that I had c^t off* 
with my own Hand, from a Maid of Honour^s 
Toe ; it was about tl^ Bignefs of a Ksntijh Pippin, 
and grown fo hard, that when I returned to Eng^ 
landj I got it hollowed into a Cup, and fet in Silver. 
Laftly, I defired him to fee the Breeches I had then 
on, which were made of a Moufe's Skin. 

I COULD force nothing on him but a Footman's 
Tooth, which I obferv^d lum to examine with 

great 
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great Curiofity, and found he had a Fancy for it. 
He received it with abundance of Thanks, more 
than fuch a Trifle could deferve. It was drawn bf 
an unskilful Sprgeon in a Miftake from one of 
Glumdalclitcb*% Men, who was afflifted with the 
Tooth-ach V but it was as found as any in his Head. 
I got it cleaned, and put it into my Cabinet. It 
was about a Foot long, and four Inches in Dia- 
meter. 

The Captain was very well fatisfied with thfa 
plain Relation I had given him ; and faid, he hoped 
when we returned to England^ I would oblige the 
World by putting it in Paper, and making it pub- 
lick. My Anfwer was, that I thought we were 
already overftocked with Books of Travels : That, 
nothing could now pafs which was not extraordi- 
nary ; wherein I doubted, fome Authors lefs con- 
fulted Truth than their own Vanity or Intereft, or 
the Diverfion^of ignorant Readers. That, my Story 
could contain little befide common Events, without 
thofe ornamental Defcriptions of ftrange Plants, 
Trees, Birds and other Animals ; or the barbarous 
Cuftoms and Idolatry of favage People, with which 
moft Writers abound. However, I thanked hira 
for his good Opinion, and promifed to take the 
Matter into my Thoughts. 

He faid,, he wondered at one Thing very much v 
which was to hear me fpeak fo loud ; asking mc 
whether the King or Queen of that Country were 
thick of Hearing. I told him it was what I had 
been ufed to for above two Years pad ; and that I 
admired as much at the Voices of him and his Men, 
who feemed to me only to whifper, and yet I could 
hear them well enough. But when I fpoke in 
that Country, it was like a Man talking in the 
Streett to another looking out from ^e Top of a 

Stcepfc, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



176 J? Voyage to BROBD^^teNAC. 

Steeple, unlefs when I was placed upon a Table, or 
held in any Perfon*s Hand. I told him, I had like- 
wife obferved another Thing; that when I firft got 
into the Ship, and the Sailors ftood all about me, I 
thought they were the moft little, contemptible 
Creatures I had ever beheld. For, indeed, while I 
was in that Prince's Country, I could never endure 
to look in a Glafs after mine Eyes had been ac- 
cuftomed to fuch prodigious Objefts ; becaufe, the 
Comparifon gave me fo defpicable a Conceit of my 
felf. The Captain faid, that while we were at 
Supper, he obferved me to look at every ,Thing with 
a Sort of Wonder ; and, that I often feemed hardly 
able to contain my Laughter 5 which he knew not 
well how to take, but imputed it to fomc Diforder 
in my Brain. I anfwered, it Was very true^ and I 
wondered how I could forbear, when I faw his 
Di flies of the Size of a Silver Three-pence, a Leg 
of Pork hardly a Mouthful, a Cup not fo big as a 
Nutfliel : And fo I went on, defcribing the reft 
of his Houfhold Stuff and Provifions after the fame 
Manner. For, although the Queen had ordered a 
little Equipage of all Things neceffary forme, while 
I was in her Service 5 yet, my Ideas were wholly 
taken up with what I faw on every Side of me ; 
and I winked at my own Littlenefs, as People do 
at their own Faults. The Captain underftood my 
Raillery very well, and merrily reply'd with the old 
EngUJh Proverb, that he doubted mine Eyes were 
bigger than my Belfy ; for he did not obferve roy 
Stomach fo good, although 1 had fafted all Day : 
And, continuing in his Mirth, protefted he would 
have gladly given an hundred Pounds to have feen 
xny Clofet in the Eagle's Bill, and afterwards in its 
Fall from fo great an Height into the Sea, which 
would certainly have been a moft aftonifhing Ob- 
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je6t, worthy to have the Defcription of it tranfmit- 
ted to future Ages : And, the Comparifon of Phai^ 
ton was fo obvious, that he could not forbear ap- 
plying it, although I did not much admire the 
Conceit. 

The Captain having been at»T(7«^«/«» was, in his 
Return to Englandy driven North Eaftward to the 
Latitude of 44 Degrees, and of Longitude 143. 
But, meeting a Trade Wind, two Days after I came 
on board him, we failed Southward a long Time, 
aj|d coafting New-Holland^ kept our Courfc Weft- 
fouth-weft, and then South-fouth-weft, until we 
doubled the Cape 'of Good^bope. Our Voyage .was 
very profperous, but I (hall not trouble the Reader 
with a Journal of it. The Captain called in at one. 
or two Ports, and font in his Long-boat for Provi- 
fions and frcfh Water 5 but, I never went out of the 
Ship until we came into the Downsj which was on 
the 3d Day of June 1 706, about nine Months 
after my Efcape. I offered to leave my Goods in 
Security for Payment of my Freight ; but, the 
Captain protefted he would not receive one Farthing. 
We took kind Leave of each other 5 and, I made 
him promife he would come to fee me at my Houfe 
in Redriff. I hired a Horfc and Guide for five 
Shillings, which I borrowed of the Captain. 

As I was on the Road 5 obferving the Littlenefs 
of the Houfes, the Trees, the Catde, and the Peo- 
ple, I began to think my felf in Lilliput. I was 
afraid of trampling on every Traveller I met ; and 
often called aloud to have them ftand out of the 
Way ; fo that 1 had like to have gotten one or two 
broken Heads for my Impertinence. 

Whin I came to mine own Houfe, for which I 

was forced to enquire, one of the Servants opening 

flie Door, I bent down to go in (like a Goofe un- 
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der a Gate) for fear of ftriking my Head. My 
Wife ran out to embrace me, 1^ 1 (looped lower 
than her Knees, thinking fhe could other wife never 
be able to reach my Mouth. My Daughter 
kneeled to ask me Bleffing, but I could not fee her 
until (he arofe ; having been fo long ufed to ftand 
with my Head and Eyes ereft to above fixty Foot 5 
and, then I went to take her up with one Hand, by 
the Waift, I looked down tipon the Servants, and 
one or two Friends who were in the Houfe, as if 
they had been Pigmres, and I a Giant. I told ny 
Wife, (lie had been too thrifty \ for I found (he 
had ftarved herfelf and her Daughter to nothingT 
In (hort, I behaved my felf fo unaccountably, that 
they were all of the Captain's Opinion, when he 
(irft faw me ; and, concluded I liad loft my Wits. 
This I mention as an Inftance of the great Power of 
Habit and Prejudice. 

In a little Time, I and my Family and Friends^ 
came to a right Underftandingr But, my Wife pro- 
tefted I (hould never go to Sea any more •, although,; 
my evil Deftiny fo ordered, that (he had not Power, 
to hinder me ; as the Reader may know hereafter^ 
In the mean Time, I here conclude the (ccond Part 
of my unfortunate Voyages. 



He End of the fecond Part. 
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TRAVELS. 

PART III. 

j4 Voyage io Laputa, Balnibarbi, 
' Luggnagg, Glubbdubdrib, a/ui 
Japan, 



C H A P. I. 

^e Author fets out on bis third Voyage. Is taken ' 
by Pyrates. The Malice of ^^ Dutchman. His^ 
Arrival at an IJland. He is recei'Ved into La- 
puta. 

HAD not been at Home above 
ten Days, when Captain William 
Robin/on^ a Cornijh Man, Com- 
mander of the Hopewell^ a. ftout 
Ship of three hundred Tuns, came 
to my Houfe. I had formerly 
been Surgeon of another Ship where 
hfc was Mafter, and a fourth Part Owner, in a 
Voyage tp the Levant. He had always treated me 
N 2 niorc 
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more like a Brother than an inferior Officer ; and, 
hearing of my Arrival, made me a Vifit, as I ap- 
prehended, only out of Friendfhip, for nothing 
gaffed more than what is ufual after long Abfence. 
ut, repeating his Vifits often, expreffing his Joy 
to find me in good Health, asking whether I were 
now fettled for Life, adding that he intended a 
Voyage to the Eaft Indies^ in two Months ; at laft 
he plainly invited me, although with fome Apolo-> 
gies, to be Surgeon of the Ship. That, I ihould 
have another Surgeon under me, befidcs our two 
Mates. That my Salary Ihould be double to the ufual 
Pay : And, that having experienced my Knowledge 
in Sea-Affairs, to be at leaft, equal to his, he would 
enter into any Engagement to follow my Advice, 
as much as if I had Share in the Command. 

He faid fo many other obliging Things, and I 
knew him to be fo honeft a Many that I could not 
rejeft his Propofal ; the Thirft I had of feeing the 
World, notwithftanding my paft Misfortunes, con- 
tinuing as violent as ever : The only Difficulty that 
remained, was to periiiade my Wife, whofe Con- 
fcnt, however, I at laft obtained, by the Profpefl: 
of Advantage (he propofed to her Children. 

We fet out the 5th Day of Augufty 1706, and 
arrived at Fort St. George^ the i ith of April 1707. 
We flayed there three Weeks to refrefli our Crew, 
many of whom were fick. From thence, we went 
to Tonkin, where the Captain rcfolved to continue 
fpme Time •, becaufe, many of the Goods he intended 
to buy wdte not ready, nor could he expedl to be 
difpatched in feveral Months. Therefore, in hope$ 
to defray fome of the Charges he muft be at, he 
bought a Sloop, loaded it with feveral ^Sorts of 
Goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually trade to- 
thp neighbouring Iflands-, and putting fourteen 
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Men on Board, whereof three were of the Coun- 
try 5 he appointed me Mafter of the Sloop, and 
gave me Power to traffick, while he tranfafted his 
Affairs at Tonquin. 

We had not failed above three Days, when a 
great Storm arifing, we were driven five Days to 
the North-north-eaft, and then to the Eaft ; after 
which we had fair Weather, but ftill with a pretty 
ftrong Gale from the Weft. Upon the loth Day 
we were chafed by two Pyrates, who foon over- 
took us; for, my Sloop was fo deep loaden, that 
ihe (ailed very flow ; neither were we in a Condition 
to defend our felves; 

We were boarded about the fame Time by both 
the Pyrates, who entered furioufly at the Head of 
their Men ; but, finding us all proftrate upon cnrf 
Faces, (for fo I gave Order) they pinioned us with 
ftrong Ropes, and fetting a Guard upon us, went 
to fcarch the Sloop. 

I OBSERVED among (hem a Dutchman^ who 
fecmed to be of fome Authority, although he wejTc 
ftot Commander of either Ship. He knew usi)y 
our Countenances to be Englijhmen^ and jabbering 
to us in his own Language, fwore we mould be 
tyed Back to Back, and thrown into the Sea. I 
Ipoke Dutch tolerably well \ I told him who we 
were, and begged him in Cbnfideration of our be- 
ing Chriftians and Protcftants, of neighbouring, 
Countries, in ftridt Alliance, that he would move 
the Captains to take fome Pity on us. This inflamed 
his Rage, he repeated his Threatnings, and turn- 
ing to his Companions, fpoke with great Vehe- 
mence, in the Japanefe Language, as I fuppofc j 
•often ufing the Word Cbrijiianos. 

The largeft of the two Pyrate Ships was coni- 
jmanded by a Japanefe Captain, who Ipoke a little 
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Putcbj but very imperfeftly. He came up to me, 
and after feveral Queftions', which I anfwercd in 
great Humility, he faid we fhpiiid not die. I made 
the Captain a very low Bow, and then, turning to 
the Dutchman J faid,. I Was forry to find more Mer- 
cy in a Heathen, than in a Brother Chriftian. But, 
I had foon Reafon to repent thofe foolifh Words ^ 
for, that malicious Reprobate, having often endea- 
voured, in vain, to perfuade both the Captains, that 
I might be thrown into the Sea, (which they would 
not yield to after the Promife made me, that I 
Ihould not die^ however, prevailed fo far as to have 
a Punilhment infliftcd on me, worfe in all human 
Appearance than Death itfelf. My Men were fent, 
by an equal Divifion, into both the Pyrate-Ships, 
and, my Sloop new manned. As to my felf, it was 
determined, that I fhould be fet a-drift, ip a fmall 
Canoe, with Paddles and a Sail, and four DaysPro^ 
vifions ; which laft, the Japanefe Captain, was^ fo 
kind to double out of his own Stores, and would 
permit no Man to fearch me. I got down into the 
Canoe, while the Dutchman llanding upon the 
Deck, loaded me with all the Curfes, and injurious 
Terms, his Language could afford. 

A50UT an Hour before we iaw the Pyrates, I 
had taken an Obfervation, and found we were in 
the Latitude of 46 N. and of Longitude 183. 
When I was at fome Diftance from the Pyrates, I 
difcovered by my Pocket-Glafs feveral Iflands to the 
South-eaft. I ftt up my Sail, the Wind being fair, 
with a Defign to reach the neareft Of thofe Iflands j 
which I made a Shift to do in about three Hours, 
Jt was all rocky ; however, I got many Birds Eggs ; 
and ftriking Fire, I kindled Tome Heath and dry 
Sei Weed, by which I roafted my Eggs. I eat no 
ptber Supper, being refplved tp fpare my Proyifioni 
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as much as I could. I paffed the Night under the 
Shelter of a Rock, ftrowing fome Heath under me, 
and flept pretty well. 

. The next Day I failed to another Ifland, and 
thence to a third, and fourth ; fometimes ufing my 
Sail, and fometimes my Paddles. But, not to trou- 
ble the Reader with a particular Account of my 
Diftrcffes ; let it fuffice, that on the 5th Day, I ar- 
rived at the laft Ifland in my Sight, which lay 
South-iQuth-eaft to the former. 

This Ifland was at a greater Diftance than I ex- 
pefted, and I did not reach it in lefs than five 
Hours. I encompafled it almoft round, before I 
could find a convenient Place to land in, which 
was a fmall Creek, about three Times the Widcnefs 
of my Canoe. I found the Ifland to be all rocky, 
only a little intermingled with Tufts of Grafs, and 
fweet fmelling Herbs. I took out my fmall Provi- 
fions, and after having refreflied myfelf, I fecured 
the Remainder in a Cave, whereof there were great 
Numbers. I gathered Plenty of Eggs upon the 
Rocks, and got a Quantity of dry Sea- Weed, and 
parched Grafs, which I defigned to kindle the next 
Day, and roaft my Eggs as well as I could. (For 
I had about me my Flint, Steel, Match, and 
Burning-Glafit.) I lay all Night in the Cave where 
I had lodged my Provifions. My Bed was the fame 
dry Grafe aqd Sea- Weed which I intended for Fuel. 
I flept very little ; for the Difquiets of my Mind 
prevailed over my Wearinefs, and kept me awake. 
1 conlidered how impoffible it was to preferve my 
Life, in lb delblate a Place 5 and how miferable my 
End muft be. Yet, I found my felf fo liftlefs and 
delponding, that I had not the Heart to rife ; and 
before I could get Spirits enough to creep out of my 
Cave, the Day was far advanced. I walked a while 
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among the Rocks, the Sky was perfcftly clear, and 
the Sun fo hot, that I was forced to turn my Face 
from it : When all on a ludden it became obfcured, 
as I thought, in a Manner very different from 
what happens by the Interpofition of a Cloud. I 
turned back, and perceived a vaft Opakc Body be- 
tween me and the Sun, moving forwards towards 
the Ifland : It feemed to be about two Miles high„ 
and hid the Sun fix or feven Minutes, but I did 
not obferve the Air to be much colder, or the Sky 
more darkened, than if I had flood under the Shade 
of a Mountain. As it approached nearer over the 
Place where I was, it appeared to be a firm Sub* 
fiance, the Bottom flat, fmooth, and fhining very 
bright from the Reflexion of the Sea below. I 
flood upon a Height about two hundred Yards 
from the Shoar, and faw this vafl Body defcending 
almofl to a Parallel with me, at lefs than an Eng* 
lijh Mile Diflance. I took out my Pocket- Per- 
fbcftive, and could plainly difcover Numbers of 
People moving up and down the Sides of it, which 
appeared to be floping, but what thofe People were 
doing, I was not able to diflinguilh. 

The natural Love of Life gave me fome in- 
ward Motions of Joy ; and I was ready to Entertain 
a Hope, that this Adventure might fome Way or 
other help to deliver me from the defolate Place 
and Condition I was in. But, at the fame Time, 
the Reader can hardly coqceive my Afloniflipient, 
to behold an Ifland in the Air, inhabited by Men,- 
who were able (as it Ihould feem j to raife, or fink, 
or put it into a progreffive Motion, as they pleafed. 
But not being, at that Time, in a Difpofirion to 
phitofophife upon this Phsenomenon, I rather chofc 
K) obferve what Gourfe the Ifland would take ; be- 
eaufe it feemed for a while to ftand ftill. Yet fooit 
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after it advanced nearer ; and I could fee the Sides 
of it encompaffed with feveral Gradations of Gal- 
leries and Stairs, at certain Intervals, to defcend 
from one to the other. In the lowed Gallery, I 
beheld fome People fifhing with long angling 
Rods, and others looking on. I waved my Cap, 
ffor my Hat was long fince worn out,) and my 
Handkerchief towards the Ifland ♦, and upon its 
nearer Approach, I called and fliouted with theut* 
mofl: Strength of n^y Voice ; and then looking 
circumfpedlly, I beheld a Crowd gathered to that 
Side which was mod in - my View. I found by 
their pointing towards me and to each other, that 
they plainly difcovered me, although they made no 
return to my Shouting : But, I could fee four or 
five Men running in great Hafte up the Stairs to 
the Top of the Ifland, who then difappeared. I 
happened rightly to conjefture, that thefe were fent 
for Orders to fome Perfon in Authority upon this 
Occafion. 

The Number of People increafed 5 and in lefs 
than half ah. Hour, the Ifland was moved and 
raifcd in fuch a Manner, that the lowed Gallery 
appeared in a Parallel of lefs than an hundred Yards 
Didance from the Height were I dood. I then 
put my felf into the mod fupplicating Podures, 
and fpoke in the humbled Accent, but received no 
Anfwer. Thofe who dood neared over-againd 
me, feemed to be Perfons of Didinftion, as I fup- 
pofed by their Habit. They conferred earnediy 
with each other, looking often upon me. At 
length, one of them called out in a clear, polite, 
fmooth Dialeft, not unlike in Sound to the Italian 5 
and therefore I returned an Anfwer in that Lan- 
guage, hoping at lead, that the Cadence might be 
more agreeable to his Ears. Although neither of 
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us underftood the other, yet my Meaning was ca^' 
fily known, for the People faw the Diftrefs I was 
in. 

They made Signs for me to come down from 
die Rock, and go towards the Shoar, which I ac- ^ 

oordingly did ; and the flying Ifland being raifed 
to a convenient Height, the Verge direftly over 
me, a Chain was let do>yn from the loweft Galle- 
ry, with a Seat faftned to the Bottom, to which I 
fi»d nay fclf, and wais drawn up by PuUies, 
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CHAP. II. 

^e Humours and Difpofttions of the Laputan^ 
defcribed. An Account of their Learning. Of 
the King., and bis Court. 7he Author^ s Reception 
there. The Inhabitants Jubjeil to Fears and Dif^ 
quietudes. An Account of the Women. 

r my alighring, I was furrounded by 
a Crowd of People, bift thofe who 
ftood neareft, fecmed to be of better 
Quality. They beheld me with all 
the Marks and Circumftances of Won- 
der -, neither indeed was I much in 
their Debt ; having never until then feen a Race of 
Mortals fo fingular in their Shapes, Habits, an4 
Countenances. Their Heads were -all reclined ci- 
ther to the Right, or to the Left ; bne of their 
Eyes turned inward, and the other diredtly up to 
the Zenith. Their outward Garments were adorn- 
ed with the Figures of Suns, Moons, and Stars, 
interwoven with thofe of Fiddles, Flutes, Harps, 
Trumpets, Guittars, Harpficords, and many more 
Inftruments of Mufick, unknown to us in Europe. 
I obferved here and there many in the Habit of 
Servants, with a blown Bladder faftned like a Flail 
to the End of a (hprt Stick, which they carried in 
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their Hands. In each Bladder was a fmall Quan«^ 
tity of dried Peafe, or little Pebbles, (as I was af^ 
ierwards informed.) With thefe Bladders they now 
and then flapped tjie Mouths and Ears of thofe who 
ftood near them, of which Praftice I could not 
then conceive the Meaning. It feems, the Minds 
of thofe People are fo taken up with intenfe Specu- 
lations, that they neither can fpeak, or attend to 
the Difcourfes of others, without being rouzed by 
fome external Taftion upon the Organs of Speech 
and Hearing ; for which Reafon, thofe Perfons 
who afe able to afibrd it, always keep a Flapper^ 
Cthe Original is ClimenoU) in their Family, as oile 
of their Domefticks •, nor ever walk abroad, or 
make Vifits, without him. And the Bufinefs of 
this Officer is, when two or more Perlbns are in 
Company, gently to ftrike with his Bladder the 
Mouth of him who is to fpeak, and the Right Ear 
of him, or them, to whom the Speaker addrefleth 
himfelf. This Flapper is likewife employed dili-* 
gently to attend his Matter in his Walks, and up 
on Occaflon to give him a foft Flap on his Eyes j 
becaufe he is always fo wrapped up in Cc^itation^ 
that he is in manifeft Danger of falling down every 
Precipice, and bouncing his Head againft every 
Poft ; and ia the Streets of joftling others, or be- 
ing joftled into the Kennel. 

It was neceflary to give the Reader this Infor- 
mation, without which he would be at the fame 
Lois with me, to underftand the Proceedings of 
thefe People, as they conducted me up the Stairs^ 
to the Top of the Ifland, and from thence to the 
Royal Palace. While we were afccnding, they 
foi]got feveral Times what they were about, and 
left me to my felf, until their Memories were again 
rouzed by their Flappers j for they appeared alto- 
gether 
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gcthcr unmoved by the fight of my foreign- Habit 
and Countenance, and by the Shouts of the Vulgar, 
whofc Thoughts and Minds were more difengaged. 
At laft we entered the Palace, and proceeded 
into the Chamber of Prefence ; where I faw the 
King feated on his Throne, attended on each Side 
by Perfons of prime Quality. Before the Throne, 
was a large Table filled with Globes and Spheres, 
and Mathematical Inftruments of all Kinds. His 
Majefty took not the leaft Notice of us, althoi^h 
our Entrance were not without fufficient Noife, by 
the Concourfe of all Perfons belonging to the Court. 
But, he was then deep in a Problem, and we at- 
tended, at leaft, an Hour, before he could folve it. 
There ftood by him, on each Side a youftg*Page, 
with Flaps in their Hands ; and when they faw he 
was at Leifure, one of them gently ftruck his 
Mouth, and the other his Right Ear 5 at which he 
ftarted like one awaked on the fudden, and look- 
ing towards me, and the Company I was in, recol- 
ledcd the Occafion of our coming, whereof he lud 
been informed before. He fpoke fome Words \ 
whereupon, immediately, a young Man with a 
Flap came up to my Side, and flapt me gently on 
the Right Ear ; but I made Signs as well as I could, 
that I had no Occafion for (ucb an Inftrument ; 
which, as I afterwards found, gave his Majefty 
and the whole Court a very mean Opinion of my 
Underftanding. The King, as far as I could con- 
jcfture, asked me fcveral Queftions, and I addref- 
fed my felf to him in all the Languages I had. 
When it was found, that I could neither underftand 
nor be underftood, I was conduced, by his Order, 
fo an Apartment in his Palace, ("this Prince being 
diftinguilhed above all his Predeceffors for his Hof- 
pitality to Strangers,) where two Servants were ap- 
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pointed to attend me. My Dinner was brought^ 
and four Perfons of Quality, whom I remembered 
to have feen very near the King's Perfon, did me 
the Honour to dine with me. We had two Courfes, 
of three Diflies each. In the firft Courfe, there 
Was a Shoulder of Mutton, cut into an -Slquilate- 
ral Triangle ; a Piece of Beef into a Rhombbides ; 
and a Pudding into a Cycloid. The fecond Courfe 
Was two Ducks, trufled up int6 the Form of Fid- 
dles ; Saufages, and Puddings, refembling Flutes 
and Hautboys, and a Breaft of Veal in the Shape 
of a Harp. The Servants cut dur Bread into Cones, 
Cylinders, Parallelogrartis, and feveral other Ma- 
thematical Figures. 

While we were at Dinner I made bold to ask 
the Names of feveral Things in their Language j 
and thofe noble Perfons, by the Afliftance of their 
FlapperSy delighted to give me Anfwers, hoping 
to raife my Admiration of their great Abilities, if 
I could be brought! to converfe with tKem. I was 
foon able to call for Bread and Dfmk, or what- 
ever elfe I wanted. 

After Dinner my Company withdrew, and a 
Perfon was fent to me by the King's Order, at- 
tended by a Flapper. He brought with him. Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, and three or four Books ; giving 
me to underftand by Signs, that he was feftt to 
teach me the Language. We fat together four 
Hours, in which Time, I wrote down a great 
Numt^r of Words in Columns, with the Tranfla- 
tions over-againft them. I likewife made a Shift 
to learn feveral fliort Sentences. For, my Tutor 
would order one of my Servants to fetch fomething, 
to turn about, to make a Bow, to fit, or ftand, or 
walk, and the like. Then I took down the Sen- 
tence in Writing. He fliewed me alfo, in one of 
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his Books, the Figures of the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, the Zodiack, the Tropics, and Polar Cir- 
cles, together with the Denominations of many Fi- 
gures of Planes and Solids. He gave me the 
Names and Defcriptions of all the Mufical Inftni- 
ments, and the general Terms of Art in playing 
on each of them. After he had fcft me, I placed 
all my Words, with their Interpretations^ in al- 
phabetical Order. And thus, in a few Days, by 
the Help of a very faithful Memory, I got fomc 
Infight into their Language. 

The Word, which I interpret the Flyit^ or 
Floating JJlandy is in the Original Laputa \ wtereof 
I could never learn the true Etymology. Lap m 
the old obfolete Language fignifieth H^h and 
Untub a Governor •, from which they fay by Cor- 
ruption was derived Laputa from Lapuntab. Btffi 
I do not approve of this Derivation, which feems 
to be a little drained . I ventured to offer to the 
L-eamed among them, a Conjedure of my own^ 
that Laputa was quaft Lap outed \ Lap fignifyii^ 
properly the dancing of the Sun Beams in the Sea \ 
and outed a Wing, which however I fliall not ob- 
trude, but fubmit to the judicious Reader. 

Those to whom ihe King had entruftcd me, 
obferving how ill I was clad, ordered a Taylor to 
come next Morning and take my Meafure fc«- a 
Suit of Cloaths. This Operator did his Office after 
a different Manner from thofe of his Tra4e in £»- 
rope. He firft took my Altitude by a Quadrant, 
and then with Rule and Compaffes, defcribed ths 
Dimenfions and Out-Lines of my whole Body ^ 
all which he entered upon Paper, and in fix Days 
brought my Cloaths very ill made, and quite out of 
Shape, ty happening to miftake a Figure in the 
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Calculation. But my Comfort was, that I obferv- 
cd fuch Accidents very frequent, and little regarded* 
During my Confinement for want of Cloaths, 
and by an Indifpofition that held me fome Days 
longer, I much enlarged my Diftionary j and when 
I went n^xt to Court, was able to undcrftand many 
Things the King fpoke, and to return him fomc 
Kind of Anfwers. . His Majefty had given Orders, 
that the Ifland Ihould move North-Eaft and by 
Eall, to the vertical Point over Lagadoy and Me- 
tropolis of the whole Kingdom, b^low upon the 
firm Earth. It was about ninety Leagues diftant, 
dnd our Voyage lafted four Days and an Half. I 
was not in the leaft fenfible of the progreffive Mo- 
tion made in the Air by the Ifland. On the fccond 
Morning, about eleven o*Clock, the King himfclf 
in Perfon, attended by his Nobility, Courtiers, 
and Officers, having prepared all their Mufical In- 
ftruments, played on them for three Hours without 
Intermiflion ; fo that I was quite ftunncd with the 
Noife ; neither could I poflibly guefs the MeaViing, 
until my Tutor informed me. He faid, that the 
People of their Ifland had their Ears adapted to 
hear the Mufick of the Spheres, which always 
played at certain Periods, and the Court was now 
prepared to bear their Part in whatever Inftrument 
they moft excelled. 

In our Journey towards Lagado^ the Capital 
City, his Majefty ordered that the Ifland fliould 
ftop over certain Towns and Villages, from whence 
he might receive the Petitions of his Subjefts. And 
to this Purpofe, fevcfal Packthreads were let down 
with fmall Weights at the Bottom. On thefe Pack- 
threads the People ftrung their Petitions, which 
mounted up diredlly like the Scraps of Paper faftned 
by School-Boys at the End of the String that holds 
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tHeir Kite. Sometimes we received Wine and 
Viftuals from below, which* were drawn up by 
Pullies. 

The Knowledge I had in Mathematicks gave 
me great Afliftance in acquiring their Phrafcology, 
which depended much upon that Science and Mu- 
fick •, and in the latter I was not unlkilled. Their 
Ideas are perpetually converfant in Lines and Fi- 
gures. If they would, for Examplcj praife the 
Beauty of a Woman, or any other Animal, they 
delcribe it by Rhombs, Circles, Parallelograms, 
Ellipfes, and other Geometrical Terms ; or elfe by 
Words of Art drawn from Mufick, needlefs here 
to repeat. I obferved in the King's Kitchen all 
Sorts of Mathematical and Mufical Inftruments, 
after the Figures of which they cut up the Joynts that 
were ferved to his Majefty's Table. 

THEiitHoufes are very ill built, the Walls be- 
vil, without one right Angle in any Apartment; 
and this Defeft arifeth from the Contempt they bear 
for praftical Geometry ; which they defpife as vul- 
gar and mechanick, thofe Inftruftions they give 
being too refined for thelntellcftuals of their 
Workmen ; which occafioiYs perpetual Miftakes, 
And, although they are dextrous enough upon a 
Piece of Paper in the Management of the Rule, 
the Pencil, and the Divider, yet in the common 
AAions and Behaviour of Life, I have not feen a 
more clumfy, aukward, and unhandy People, 
nor fo flow and perplexed in their Conceptions up- 
on all other Subjeds, except thofe of Mathematicks 
and Mufick. They are very bad Reafoncrs, and 
vehemently given to Oppofition, unlefs when they 
happen to be of the right Opinion, which is feldom 
their Cafe. Imagination, Fancy, and Invention, 
they are wholly Strangers to, nor have any Words 
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in their Language by which thofe Ideas can be cx^ 
prefled ; the whole Compafs of their Thoughts and 
Mind, being (hut up within the two foremencioned 
Sciences. 

Most of them, and efpecially thofe who deal 
in the Aftronomical Part, have great Faith in judi^ 
cial Aftrology, although they are afhamed to own 
it publickly. But, what I chiefly admired, and 
thought altogether unaccountable, was the ftrong 
Difpofition I obferved in them towards News and 
Politicks *, perpetually enquiring into publick Af- 
fairs, giving their Judgments in Matters of State ; 
and paffionatdy difputing every Inch of a Party 
Opinion. I have indeed obferved the lame Difpo- 
fition among molt of the Mathematicians I have 
known in Europe \ although I could never difco- 
ver the leaft Analogy between the two Sciences ; 
unlels thofe People fuppofe, that becauie the fmal-. 
left Circle hath as many Degrees as the largeft, 
therefore the Regulation and Management of the 
World require no more Abilities than the handling 
and turning of a Globt. But, I rather take this 
Quality to Ipring from a very common Infirmity 
^human Nature, inclining us to be more curious 
and conceited in Matters where we have leaft Con- 
cern, and for which we are leaft adapted either by 
Study or Nature, 

These People are under continual Diiquietudes, 
never enjoying a Minute's Peace of Mind ; and 
their Difturbances proceed from Caufes which very 
little afFedt the reft of Mortals. Their Apprehen- 
fions arife from feveral Changes they dread in the 
Celeftial Bodies. For Inftance ; that the Earth by 
the continual Approaches of the Sun towards it, 
muft in Courfc of Time be abforbed or fwallowed 
up. That, the Face of the&in will by Degrees h% 
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cnrcruftcd with its own Effluvia, and give no men? 
Light to the World. That, the Earth very 
narrowly efcaped a Brufli from the Tail of the laft 
Comet, which would have infallibly reduced it to 
Alhes ; and that the next, which they have calcu- 
lated for one and thirty Years hence, will probably 
deftroy us. For, if in its Perihelion it fliould ap- 
proach within a certain Degree of the Sun, (as by 
iheir Calculations they have Reafon to dreadj it 
will conceive a Degree of Heat ten thoufand Times 
more intenfe than that, of red hot glowing Iron j 
and in its Abfcnce from the Sun, carry a blazing 
Tail ten hundred thoufand and fourteeri Miles 
long ; through which, if the Earth fhould pa& at 
the Diftance of one hundred thoufand Miles from 
the JNucleus^ or main TBody of the Comet, it muft 
in its Paffage be fet on Fire, and reduced to Alhes. 
That, the Sun daily fpending its Rays without any 
Nutriment to fupply them, will at laft be wholly 
^ confumedand annihilated; which muft be attended 
with the Dcftruftion of this Earth, and of all the 
Planets that receive their Light from it. 

They arc fo perpetually alarmed with the Ap- 
prehenfions of thefe, and the like impending Dan- 
gers, that they can neither fleep quietly in their 
Beds, nor have any kelifti for the common Plea- 
fures or Amufements of Life. When they meet 
an Acquaintance in the Morning, the firft Queftion 
is about the Sun's Health ; how he looked at his 
Setting and Rifing-, and what Hopes they .have to 
avoid the Stroak of the approaching Comet. This 
Converfatipn they are apt to run into with th6 fame 
Temper that Boys difcover, in delighting to hear 
terrible Stories of Sprites and Hobgoblins, which' 
they greedily liften to, and dare not go to Be4 for 
Fear. 

O 2 The 
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The Women of the Ifland have Abundance of 
Vivacity 5 they contemn their Husbands, and are 
exceedingly fond of Strangers, whereof there is al- 
ways a confiderable Number from the Continent 
below, attending at Court, either upon Affairs of 
the fevcral Towns and Corporations, or their own 
particular Occafions ; but are much defpifed, be- 
caufe they want the fame Endowments. Among 
thefe the Ladies chufe their Gallants.: But the Vex- 
ation is, that they act with too much Eafe and Se- 
curity ; for the Husband is always fo wrapped in 
Speculation, that the Miftrels and Lover may pro- 
ceed to the greateft Familiarities before his face, if 
l}e be-bttt-provided with. Paper and Impfements, and 
lyithout his Flapper at his Side. 

The Wives and Daughters lament their Con- 
finement to the Ifland, although I think it the moft 
delicious Spot of Ground in the World ; and aU 
though they live here in the greateft Plenty and 
Magnificence, and are allowed to do whatever they 
pleafe : They long to fee the World, and take the 
Diverfiojis of the Metropolis, which they are not 
allowed to do without a particular Licence from 
the King ; and this is not eafy to be obtained, be- 
caufe the People of Quality have found by frequent 
Experience, how hard it is to perfuade their Wo- 
men to return from * below. I was told, that a 
great Court Lady,' who had feveral Children, is 
married to the Prime Minifter, the richeft Sulked: 
in the Kingdom, a very graceful Perfon, extreme- 
ly fond of her, and lives m the fineft Palace of the 
Ifland ; went down to Lagado^ on the Pretence of 
Healthy there hid herfelf for feveral Months, until 
the King fent a Warrant to fearch for her ; and flic 
was found in an obfcure Eating- Houfe all in Rags, 
having pawned her Clothes to maintain an old de- 
formed 
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formed Footman, who beat her every Day, and in 
vihok Company ihe was taken much againft her 
Will. . And, although her Husband received hef 
with all poflible Kindnefs ; and without the kaft 
Reproach •, (he foon after contrived to fteal dowii 
again with all her Jewels, to ^he fame Gallant, and 
hath not been heard of fince. 

This may perhaps pafs with the Reader, Vathei^ 
for an European or Englijh Story, than for one of a 
Country fo remote. But he may pleafe to confider, 
that the Caprices of Womankind arc not limited by 
any Climate or Nation; and that they are much 
more uniform than can be eafily imagined. 

In about a Month's Time I had made a tolera* 
ble Proficiency in their Language, and was able to 
anfwer moft of the King's Qucftions, when I had 
the Honour to attend him. His Majefty diicover- 
ed not the leaft Curiofity to enquire into the Laws, 
Governnient, Hiftory, Religion, or Manners of 
the Countries where I had been ; but confined his 
Queftions to the State of Mathematicks, and re- 
ceived the Account I gave him, with great Con- 
tempt and Indifference, although often rouzdd" by 
his Flayer on each Side* 
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chap; III. 

4 Phenomenon fihei py modern Pbihjbpby and 
4ftronomy. ^e Laputai^s great Improvements 
in the latter, Jbe King's Method of fu^prejfing 
Infurreclions. 



\ 



\ DESIRED Leave of this Prince to 
I . fee the Curiofitics of the Ifland j 
which be was gracioufly pleafcd to 
grant, and ordered my Tutor to at- 
tend me. * I chiefly wanted to know 
to what Qaufe in Art or in Nature, it owed its fcve- 
ral Motions ; whereof I will now give a philofophi- 
cal Account to the Reader. 

The flying, or floating Ifland, iscxadly circu- 
lar ; its Diameter feven thoufand eight hundred and 
thirty feven Yards, or about four Miles and an 
Half, ^nd confequendy contains ten thoufand 
Acres, It is three hundred Yards thick. The 
Bottom, or qnder Surface,, which appears to thofc 
who view it from below, i$ one even regular Plate 
of Adamant, fliooting up to the Height of about 
two hundred Yards, Alx)ve it lye the feveral Mi- 
nerals in their ufual Order ; and over all is a Co^t 
of rich Mould t^n or twelve Foot deep. The De- 
clivity of th? Vpper Sarfacc, f(X)m the Circumfc^ 
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rence to the Center, is the natural Caufe why all 
the Dews and Rains which fall upon the Ifland, 
are conveyed in fmall Rivulets towards the Middle, 
where they are emptied into four large Bafons, each 
of about half a Mile in Circuit, and two hundred 
Yards diftant from the Center. From thefe Bafons 
the Water is continually exhaled by the Sun in the 
Day-iime, which cfFeftually prevents their over* 
flowing. Bcfides, as it is in the Power of the 
Monarch to raife the Ifland above the Region of 
Clouds and Vapours, he can prevent the falling of 
Dews and Rains whenever he pleafeth. For the 
highcft Clouds cannot rife above two Miles, as Na- 
turalifts agree, at leaft they were never known to da 
ib in that Country. 

At the Center of the Ifland there is a Chafm a- 
bout fifty Yards in Diameter, from whence the 
Afl:ronomers defcend into a Jarge Dome, which is 
therefore called Flandona Gaguoky or the ^ftrotw- 
mersCave% fituated at the Depth of an hundred 
Yards beneath the upper Surfeice of the Adamant.. 
In this Cave are twenty Lamps continually burnings 
which from the RefleAion of the Adamant cafl: a, 
ftrong Light into every Part. The Place is^ ftored 
with great Variety of Sextants, Quadrants, Tele- 
fcopes, Aftrolabes, and other Aftronomical In- 
ftruments. But the greateft Curiofity, qpoo which, 
the Fate of the Ifland depends, is a Lgad-Stone of 
a prodigious Size> in Shape refembling a Weaver's 
Shuttle^ It is in Length fix Yacds, and in the 
thickefl; Psyrt at l^ft three Yards over. This 
Magnet is. fiiftained by a very (bong Axle of Adar 
mant, paflU)^ through its Middle, upon which it 
plays, and is. poised fo ex^djy,. that the weakelt 
Hand can turn it. It is hooped round with ^ 
hollow Cylindv of A^vfM&ix four Foo( de^, as^ 
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many thick, and twelve Yards in Diameter, pla-' 
ced horizontally, and fupported by eight Adaman- 
tine Feet, each fix Yards high. In the Middle of 
the Concave Side there is a Groove twelve Inchds 
deep, in which the Extremities of the Axle are 
lodged, and turned round as there is Occafion. 

Triis Stone cannot be moved from its Place by 
any Force, becaufe the Hoop and its Feet ate one 
continued Piece with that Body of Adamant which 
conftitutes the Bottom of the Ifland. J^ 

By Means of this Load-Stone, the Ifland li 
made to rife and fall, arid move from one Place to 
another. For, with refpcft to that Part of the 
Earth over which the Monarch prefides, the Stone 
is endued at one of its. Sivies with an attraftivc 
Power, and at the other with a repulfive. U^n 
placing the Magnet ercft with its attrafting End 
towards the Earth, the Ifland defcends ; but when 
the repelling Extremity points downwards, the 
Ifland mounts diredly upwards. When the Fdfi- 
tion of the Stone is oblique, the Motfon of the 
Ifland is fo to. For in this Magnet the Forces al-» 
Ways aft in Lines parallel to its Direftioh. 

By this oblique Motion, the Ifland is conveyed 
to different Parts of the Monarch's Dominions. 
To ex^ain the Manner of its Progrefs, let ABrt^ 
prefcnt a Line drawn crols the Dominions of Bdlni- 
bdrbi J let the Line c d reprefent the Load-Stone, 
of which let d be the repdlirig End, and ^ the at- 
trading End, the Ifland being over Cj let the 
Ston9 be placed in the Pofition cd with its repel- 
ling End downwards ; then the Ifland wil! bedri* 
vin upwards obliquely towards P. When it is ar-r 
rived at Z), let the Stone be turned upon its Axle 
umli its attraifting End p6ints towards £, arid ihcn 
the W^nd vriJJ \k wq^ oblicju^ cowarc^ ^5 
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where, if the Stone be again tilrned upon its Axle 
until it ftands in the Pofition E. F,< with, its repel- 
ling Point downwards, the Ifland will rife oblique- 
ly towards F, where, by dire6ling the atlra6ting 
End towards G, the Ifland may be carried to G, 
and from G to H, by turning the Stone fo as to 
make its repelling Extremity point direftly down- 
wards. And thus by changing the Situation of the 
Stone as often as there is Occafion, the Ifland is 
made to rife and fall by Turns in an oblique Di* 
reftion ; and by thofe alternate Rifings and Fai- 
lings (the Obliquity being not confiderable) is con- 
veyed from one Part of the Dominions to the other. 

But it mufl: be obferved, that this Ifland cannot 
movt beyond the Extent of the Dominions below; 
nor can it rife above the Height of four Miles. 
For which the Aftronofners (who have written 
large Syftems concerning this Stone) aflign the fol- 
lowing Reafon : That the Magnetick Virtue doth 
not extend beyond thfe Diftance of Four Miles, and 
that the Mineral which a^s upon the Stone in the 
Bowels of the Earth, and in the Sea about fix 
Leagues diftant from the Shoar, is not difiufed 
through the whole Globe, but terminated with the 
Liryits of the King^s Dominions : And it was eafy 
from the great Advantage of fuch a fuperior Situa- 
tion, for a Prince to brii^ under his Obedience 
whatever Country lay witjiin the Attraction of that 
Magnet. 

When the Stone is put parallel to the Plane of 
the Horizon, the Iflaild ftandeth ftill \ for in that 
Cafe, the Extreitiities of it being at equal Diftance 
from the Earth, ad with equal Force, the one in 
drawing downwards, the other in pufliing up- 
wards *, and co(nfequently no Motion can enfue. 

Tnn Load^Stonc is under the Care of certain 
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Aftronomers, who from Time to Time giveitfudi 
Pbfitions as the Monarch direfts. They fpcnd the 
greatcft Part of their Lives in obferving the cele- 
ftial Bodies, which they do by the Affiftance of 
Glaflcs, far excelling ours in Goodnels* For, al- 
though their Urged Tclefcopes do not exceed three 
Feet, they magnify much more than thofc of a 
hundred with us, and (hew the Stars with greater 
Clearneis. This Advantage hath enabled them to 
extend their Difcoveries much farther than our A- 
ftronomers in Europe. They have made a Cata- 
logjue of ten thoufand fixed Stars, whereas the 
largeft of ours do not contain above one third Part 
t£ that Number, They have likewife difcovercd 
two leflfer Stars or SaiellUcs^ which revolve about 
M^rs \ whereof the innermoft is diftant from the 
Center of the.primaxy Planet cxaftly three of his 
Diameters, and the outermoft five ; the former re-^ 
volves in the Space of ten Hours ; and the latter in 
twenty one and an half ; fo that the Squares of 
their periodical Times, are very near in the fame 
Proportion with the Cubes of their Diftance. fron;i 
the Center of Mars ; which evidently ftiews them 
to be governed by the fame Law of Gravitation,, 
that influences the other heavenly Bodies. . 

They haveobferved ninety-three different to^ 
mets, and (ettled their Periods with great Exad- 
wi%. If this be true, (and they affirm it with 
great Confidence) it is much to be wiflied that their 
Obfervations were made publick ; whereby the 
Theory of Comets, which at prefent is very lame 
and defeftive, might Jx brought to the fame Per- 
feftion with other Parts of Aftronomy^ 

T^e King would be the moft abfolutc Prince m 
the Univerfe, if he could but prevail on a Miniflry 
M joyn with him ^ bqt thefc h^ving^ their Eftates 
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below on the Continent, and confidering that the 
Office of a Favourite hath a very uncertain Te- 
nure, would never confent to the enflaving their 
Country. 

If any Town Ihould engage in Rebellion or 
Mutiny, fall into violent Fadions, or refufe to pay 
the ufual Tribute ; the King hath two Methods of 
reducing them to Obedience. The firft and the 
mildeft Coorfe is by keeping the Ifland hovering 
over fuch a Town, and the Lands about it 5 where- 
by he can deprive them of the Benefit of the Sun 
and the Rain, and confequendy affli^^the Inhabi- 
tants with Dearth and Difeafes. And, if the Crime 
defcrve it, they are at the fame Time pelted from 
above with great Stones, againft which chey have 
no Defence, but by creeping into Cellars or Caves, 
while the Roofs of their Houfes are beaten to 
Pieces. Bur, if they ftill continue obftinate, or of- 
fcr to raife Infurrcdlions ; he proceeds to the lafl: 
Remedy, by letting the Ifland drop diredtly upon 
their Heads, which makes an univerfal Deftrudion 
both of Houfes and Men, However, this is an 
Extremity to which the Prince Is feldom driven, 
neither indeed is he willing to put it in Executioii ; 
nor dare his Minifters advife him to an Adion, 
which as it would render them odious, to the Peo- 
ple, fo it would be a great Damage to their own 
Eftates that lie all below i for the IQand is the 
King's Demefne« 

But, there is ftill indeed a more weighty Reafon, 
why the Kings of this Country have been always 
averfe from e^iecuting fo terrible an A6tion, unleis 
upon the utmoft Necefljty. For, if the Town in- 
tended to be deftroyed fhould have in it any tall 
Rocks, as it generally falls out in the larger Cities;, 
f Situation probably chofcii at fi^ with a View to 
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prevent fuch a Cataftrophe : Or, if it abound in 
high Spires or PiHars of Stone, a fudden Fall might 
endanger the Bottom or under Surface of the 
Ifland, which although it confifts, as I have faid, of 
one entire Adamant two hundred Yards thicft, 
might happen to crack by too great a Choque, or 
burft, by approaching too near the Fires from the 
Houfes below ; as the Backs both of Iron and Stone 
will often do in our Chimnies. Of all this the 
People are well apprized, and underftand how far 
to carry their Obftinacy, where their Liberty or 
Property is concerned. And the King, when he 
is higheft provoked, and mod determined to prefs 
a City to Rubbifh, orders the Ifland to defirend 
with great Gentlenefs, out of a Pretence of Ten- 
dernefs to his People, but indeed for fear of break- 
ing the Adamantine Bottom ; in which Cafe it is 
the Opinion of all their Philofophers, that the 
Load- Stone could no longer hold it up, and the 
whole Mafs would fall to the Ground. 

By a fundamental Law of this Realm, neither 
the King nor either of his two elder Sons, are per- 
mitted to leave the Ifland ; nor the Queen until (he 
is paft Child-bearing, 
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I 52 $ JLap.u'pa, is conveyed ^ Balm- 

; %t ^he Metrfpolis. A JDiefcri^tioa 

^lis^ and the Country adjoymr^. 
i ifpff^iy received by a great Lord. 

t with that Lord. 

LT HOUGH I cannot fay, that I 
was ill treated in this Ifland, yet I 
tn^ft confefs, I thought my fclf too 
ifiufch ncgletftcd, ftot without feme 
Degree of Contempt. For, neither 
Prince nor People appear to be cu- 
rious in any Part <rf" Knowledge, except Mathema- 
jticks and Mufick ; wherein I was far their Inferior^ 
and upon that Account very little regarded. 

On the other Side, after having feen all the 
Curiofities of the IQand, I was very defirous to 
leave it, being heartily weary of thofe People. 
They were indeed, excellent in two Sciences, for 
which I have great Efteem, and wherein I am not 
unverfed : but, at the fame Time, fo abftraded 
and involved in Speculation, that I never met witK 
foch difagreeable Companions* I converfed only 
with Women, Tradefmen, Flappers^ and Court- 
Pages, '. during two Months of my Abode there ; 
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by which at laft I rendered my felf extremely con- 
temptible ; yet thefc were the only People from 
whom I could ever receive a rcafonable Anfwen 

1 HAD obtained by hard Study a good Degree 

of Knowledge in their Language : I was weary of 

being confined to an Ifland where I received fo 

little Countenance i and refolved to leave it with 

» the firft Opportunity. 

There was a great Lord at Court, nearly re- 
lated to the King, and for that Reafon alone ufed 
with Refpeft. He was univerfally reckoned the 
moft ignorant and ftupid Perfbn among them. 
He had performed many eminent Services for the 
Crown J had great natural and acquired Parts, a- 
dorned with Integrity and Honour ; but, fo ill an 
Ear for Mufick, that his Detractors reported he 
had been often known to beat Time in the wrong 
Place ; neither could his Tutors, without extreme 
Difficulty, teach him to demonftratc the moft eafy 
Propofition in the Mathematicks. He was pleafed 
to fhew me many Markji of Favour ; often did 
me the Honour of a Vifit ; defired to be informed 
in the Affairs of Europe ; the Laws and Cuftoms, 
the Manners and Learning of the feveral Countries 
where I had travelled. He liftened to me with 
great Attention, and made very wife Obfervations 
on all I fpoke : He had two Flappers attending 
him for State, but never made Ufc d them except 
at Court, and in Vifits of Ceremony \ and, would 
always command them to withdraw, when we 
were alone together. 

I iNTREATED this illuftrious Pcrfon, to inter- 
cede in my Behalf with his Majefty for Leave to 
depart ; which he accordingly did, at he was pleafed 
to tell me, with Regret : For, ind^ he had made 
me fcveral Offers very advant8^;cou8 •, which, how- 
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ever I refilled with Expreflions of the higheft 
Acknowledgment. 

On the i6th D2iy of February^ I took Leave of 
his Majefty and the Court: The King made me 
a Prefent to die Value of about two hundred Pounds 
Englijb ; and my Protestor his Kinfman as much 
more, together with a Letter of Recommendation 
to a Friend of his in Lagadoy the Metropolis: 
The Ifland being then hovering over a Mountain 
about two Miles from it, I was let down from the 
lowed: Gallery in the lame Manner as I had been 
taken up. 

The Continent, as far as it is fobjcft to the Mo- 
narch of the Flying Ifland^ paffcd under the general 
Name of Balnibarbi ; and the Metropolis, as I 
faid before, is called Lagado. I felt fome little 
SatisfaAlon in finding my felf on firm Ground. 
I walked to the City without any Concern, beiBg 
clad like one of the Natives, and fufficiently in- 
ftrufted to converfe whh them. L foon found out 
the Perfon's Houfe to wtom I was recommended i 
prefented my Letter, from his Friend the Grandee 
in the Ifland 5 and was received with much Kind- 
nels. This great Lord, whofe Name was Munodij 
ordered me an Apartment in his own Houfe ; 
where I continued (hiring my Stay, and was enter* 
tained in a Hfioft hofpicable Mann^. : 

The next Morning after my Arrival, he took 
me in his Chariot to fee the Town, ^ which is about 
half the Bignels of London ; but the Houfcs very 
ftrangely built, and moft of them out of Repair.. 
The People in the Streets walked faft, looked wild, 
their Eyes fixed, and were genoraUy in Rags. 
We paffed through one of the Town Gates, and 
went about three Miles into the Country, where I 
few many Labourers working with leveral Sorts of 

Tools 



Digitized 



by Google 



2o8 -^Voyage to Laputa, ff?r. 

Tools in the Ground, but was r^ot able to conjcdlpre. 
what they were about ; neither diid I obfcrve any 
Expedition either of Corn or Grafs, although the 
Soil appeared to be excellent. I could not forbear 
admiring at thefe odd Appearances both in Town 
and Country ; and, I made bol4 to defire iny Con- 
duftor, that he would be pleafed to explain to me, 
what could be meant by fb niany bufy He^s, 
Hands, and Faces, both in the Streets ami the 
Fields, becaufe I did not ditcov^r any good EfjS^ds. 
they produced,; but on the cqntrary, I nev^ 
knew a Soil fo unhappily cultivated, Houfes fo ill 
contrived and fo ruinous, or a People whofe Coun- 
tenances and Habitg expreffed fb much Mifery and. 
Want.. 

Thi$ Lord Munodi was a Perfon of the firft 
Rank, and had been ibme Ye^ Governor of 
Lagado ; but by aCatMil of Miniftors w^ difchargied 
for Infufficiency. HQwever, the King treated him 
with Tenderj)^,las ^ well-ove^nii^ Ms^n, but of a 
low contemptible Underftanding. , ..; 

When I gave that free Cenfure of the Country 
and its Inhabitants, he nvide dO further Anfwer 
than by telling me, th^t I had not been long enough 
amox^ them to form a Judgipent ; and that the 
diflfcrent Natbns of the World had different Cuf- 
toms ; with other, common Topjcks to the fame 
Purpofe. But, when he returned to his Palace, he 
asked me how I liked the Building, what Abfur- 
dities I obferved, and vhat Qyarriel i had with the 
Drels and Look^ of his Dopiefticks. This he 
might laWy do ; becaufe every Thing about him, 
was magnificent, rqguUfy and polite. I anfwered, 
that his ExccUoicy's Prqdeoce, Quality, and For- 
tune, had exempted him from thofe Defe£b which 
Folly and Beggary had produced in others. I^e 
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faid, if I would go with him to his Country Houfe, 
about twenty Miles diftant, where his Eftatc lay, 
there would be more Leifure for this Kind of Con- 
verfation. I told his Excellency, that I was en- 
tirely ^t his Difpofal ; and accordingly we fet out 
next Morning. 

During our Journey, he made me obferve the 
feveral Methods ufed by Farmers, in managing 
their Lands 5 which to me^ were wholly unaccount- 
able : For, except in fome very few Places, I could 
not difcover one Ear of Corn, or Blade of Grafs. 
But, in three Hours travelling, the Scene was 
wholly altered 5 we came^tb a moft beautiful 
Country ; Farmers Houfcs at fmall Diftances, 
neatly built, the Fields enclofed, containing Vine- 
yards, Corn-Qrounds and Meadow: Neither do I 
remember to have feen a more delightful Profped. 
His Excellency obferved my Countenance to clear 
up ; he told me with a Sigh, that there his Eftate 
began, and would continue the fame until we ihould 
come to his Houfe t That^ his Countrymen ridiculed 
and defpifed him for managing his Affairs no bet- 
ter, and for fetting fo ill an Example to the King- 
dom ; which, however, was followed by very few ; 
fuch as were old and wilful, and weak like himfelf. 

We came at length to the Houfe, which was 
indeed a noble Stru^ure, built according to the bed 
Rules of ancient Architefture* The Fountains, 
Gardens, Walks^ Avenues, and Groves, were all 
difpofed with txz£t Judgment and Tafte. I gave 
due Praifes to every Thing I iaw, whereof his Ex- 
cellency took not the leaft Notice until after Sup- 
per; when, there being no third Companion, he 
told me with a very melancholy Air, that he doubt- 
ed he muft throw down his Houfes in Town and 
Owintry, to rd^uild them after the prefcnt Mode ; 
. Vol. III. P deftroy 
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dcftfoy all his Plantations, and call others into fuchr 
a Form, as modern Ufage required ; and give 
the fame Dire6bions to aH his Tenants, unlefs he 
would fubmit to incur the Cenfure of Pride, Sin- 
gularity, AfFedtation, Ignorance, Caprice -, and 
perhaps, increafe his Majefty^s Difplcafure. 

That, the Admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ccafe or diminifh, when he had informed me 
. of fome Particulars, which probably I never heard 
of at Court ; the People there being too much 
taken up in their own Speculations, to have Regard 
to what pafled here below; 

The Sum of his %fcourfe was to this Effect. 
That, about forty Years ago, certain Perfons went 
up to Laputa^ either upon Buiinefs or Diverfion ; 
and after five Months Continuance, came back 
with a very little Smattering in Mathematicks, but 
full of volatile Spirits, acquired in that airy Regi- 
on. That, thefe Perfons upon their Return, began 
to diflike the Management of every Thing below ; 
and fell into Schemes of putting all Arts, Sciences, 
Languages, and Mechanicks upon a new Foot. 
To this End, they procured a Royal Patent, for e- 
refting an Academy of Projectors in Lagado: 
And, the Humour prevailed fo ftrongly among 
the People, that there is not a Town of any Con- 
fequence in the Kingdom, without fuch an Academy. 
In thefe Colleges, the Profeffors contrive new Rules 
and Methods of Agriculture and Building, and 
new Inftruments and Tools for all Trades and Ma- 
nufadlures ; whereby, as they undertake, one Man 
Ihall do the Work of Ten: A Palao: may be 
built in a Week, of Materials fo durable, as to 
laft for ever without repairing. All the Fruits of 
the Earth fliall come to Maturity, at whatever 
$cafon we think fit to cbufe, and encreafe an hua- 
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dred fold more than they do at prefcnt j with innu- 
merable other happy Propofals. The only Incon- 
• venience is, tjiat none of thefe Projefts arc yet 
brought to Perfeftion ; and, in the mean Time, 
the whole Country lies miferably wafte ; the Houfes 
in Ruins, and the People without Food orCloaths: 
By all which, inftead of being difcouraged, they 
are fifty Times more violently bent upon profecute- 
ing their Schemes; driven equally op by Hope 
and Defpair : That, as for himfelf, being, not of 
an enterprizing Spirit, he was content to go on in 
the old Forms ; to live in the Houfes his Anceftors 
had built, and aft as they did in every Part of 
Life without Innovation : That, fome few other 
Perfons of Quality and Gentry had doije the fame ; 
but were looked on with an Eye of Contempt and 
Ill-will; as Enemies to Art; ignorant, and ill 
Commonwealths-men ; prArring their own pafe 
and Sloth before the general* Improvement of their 
Country. 

His Lordfhip added, that he would not by any 
further Particulars prevent the Pleafure I Ihould 
certainly take in viewing the grand Academy, whi- 
ther he was refolved 1 (hould go. He only defired 
me to obierve a ruined Building upon the Side of a 
Mountain about three Miles diftant, of which he 
gave me this Account. That, he had a very con- 
venient Mill within half a Mije of his Houfe, 
turned by a Current from a largd River, and fuffi- 
cient for his own Family, as well as a great Number 
of his Tenants. That, about feven Years ago, a 
Club of thofe Projedors came to him with Propo- 
fals to deflroy this Mill, and build another on the 
Side of that Mountain j on the long Ridge whereof, 
a long Canal muft be cut for a Repofitary of Wa- 
ter, to be conveyed up by Pipc^ and Engine* to fup- 
P % pljr 
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ply the Mill : Becaufe, the Wind and Air upon « 
Height agitated the Water, arid thereby, made it 
fitter for Motion : And, becaufe the Water defcend- 
ing down a Declivity, would turn the Mill with 
half the Current of a River^ whofe Courfe is more 
upon a Level. He faid, that being then not very 
well with the Court, and preffed by many of his 
Friends, he complied with the Propofal -, and after 
employing an hundred Men for two Years, the 
Work mifcarried, the Projeftors went off, laying 
the Blame entirely upon him ; railing at him ever 
fince, and putting others upon the fame Experi- 
ment, with equal Aflfurance of Succefs, as well as 
equal Difappointment. 

In a few Days we came back to Town 5 and 
his Excellency, confidering the bad Charaftef he 
had in the Academy, would not go with me him- 
felf > but recommendw me to a Friend of his, 
to ijear me Company' thither. My Lord was? 
pleafed to reprefent me as a great Admirer of Pro- 
jefts, and a Perfon of itiuch Curiofity and eafy Be- 
lief i which, indeed was not without Truth •, for, 
I had my fclf, been a Sort of Projeftor in my 
younger Days. 
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CHAP. V. 

3[he Author permitted to fee the grand Academy of 
Lao A DO. The Academy largely defcribed. ^be 
Arts wherein the Profeffors employ themfelves. 

iHIS Academy is not an entire fin- 
gle Building, but a Continuation of 
feveral Houfes on both Sides of a 
Street 5 which growing wafte, was 
purchafed and applied to that Ufe. 
I WAS received very kindly by the Warden, and 
.went for many Days to the Academy, Every 
Room hath in it one Cr more Projeftors ; and, I 
believe, I could not be in fewer than five hundred 
Rooms. 

The firft Man I faw, was of a meagre Afpeft, 
with footy Hands and Face ; his Hair and Beard 
Jong, ragged and finged in feveral Places. His 
Cloaths, Shirt, and Skin, were all of the fame 
Colour : He , had been eight Years upon a Projeft 
for extrading Sun-Beams out of CucDmbers ; which 
.were to be put into Vials, hermetically fealed, and 
let out to warm the Air, in raw inclement Summers. 
He told me, he did not doubt, in eight Years more, 
that he fliould be able to fupply the Governor's 
' . " Gardens 
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Gardens with Sun-Ihine at a reafonable Rate ; but, 
he complained that his Stock was low, and intreated 
me to give him (bmething as an Encouragement to 
Ingenuity, efpecially fince this had been a very dear 
Seafon for Cucumbers : I made him a fmall Prefent, 
for my Lord had furniflied me with Money on 
Purpofe ; bccaufe he knew their Prafticc pf beg- 
ging from all who go to fee them. 

I WENT into another Chamber, but was ready 
to haften back •, being almoft overcome with a hor- 
rible Stink: My ConduAor prcffed me forward, 
conjuring me in a Whilper to give no Offence, 
which would be highly rcfented ; and therefpre, I 
durft not fo much as Hop my Nofe. TJie Projoftor 
of this Cell, was the moft ancient Stqdent of the 
Academy : His Face and Beard were of a pale fel- 
low ; his Hands and Cloaths dawbed over with 
Filth. When I was prefented to him, he gave me 
a very clofe Embrace, fa Compliment I could well 
have excufcd:^ His Employment from his firft 
coming into the Academy ; was an Operation tq 
reduce human Excrement to its original Food •, 
by feparating the fevcral Parts ; removing thp 
Tin<5lure which it receives from the Gall ; making 
the Odour exhale -, and fcumming ofF the Saliva. 
He had a weekly Allowance from the Society, of 
a Veflel filled with human Ordure, abput the Big- 
nefs of a Brijlol Barrel. 

I SAW another at work to calcine Ice 'into^Gun- 
powder j who likcwife fhewed me a Treatife he had 
written, concoi'ning the Malleability of Fire 5 which 
he intended to publifli. 

There was a moft in^pioiis Archite^, whq 
had contrived a new Method for building Hou(es, 
by beginning at the Roof, and working downwards 
19 the Foundation j i;^hich he iuftil^fd to nie^ by the 
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like Pradice of thole two prudent Infeds, the Bee 
and the Spider. 

There wa^ a Man born blind, who had feveral 
Apprentices in his own Condition : Their Employ^ 
ment was to mix Colours for Painters, which their 
Mafter taught them to diftinguifli by feeding and 
fmelling : It was indeed my Misfortune to find 
thcni at that Time, not very perfed in their Lef- 
fons 5 and the Profeffor himfelf h^pened to be 
genemlly miftaken. This Artifl: is much encQuraged 
and eftccmed by the whole Fraternity^ 

In another Apartment, I was highly pleafed with 
a Projedor, who had found a Device of plow- 
ing tte Ground with Hogs, to fave the Charges of 
Plows, Cattle, and Labour. The Method is this : 
In an Acre of Ground you bury at fix Inches Di- 
ftance, and eight deep, a Quantity of Acorns, 
Datesf, Chefnuts, and other Mafts or Vegetables, 
whereof thefc Animals are fondeft ; then you drive 
fix hundred or more of them into the Field, where 
in a few Days they will root up the whole Ground 
in (earch of their Food, and make it fit for fowing, 
at the fame Time manuring it with their Dung. It 
is true, upon Experiment, they found the Charge 
and Trouble very great, and th^ had little or no 
Crop. However, it is not doubted, that this In- 
vention may be capable of great Improvement. 

I WBNT into another Room, where the Walls 
and Cieling were all hung round with Cobwebs, 
except a narrow Pafiage for the Artift to go in and 
out. At my Entrance, he called aloud to me not to 
dilhirb \x\% Webs. He lamented the fatal Miilake 
the World had been fo long in of ufing Silk- 
Worms, while we had fuch Plenty of domeftick 
InieAs, who infinitely excelled the former ; becaufe* 
they underftood how to weave as well as fpin. 

And 



Digitized 



by Google 



2x6 -rf Voyage /^Laput A, &?r. 

And he propofed farther, that by employing Spiders, 
the Charge of dying Silks would be wholly faved ; 
whereof I was fully convinced, when he fhewed me 
a vaft Number of Flies nwft beautifully coloured; 
wherewith he fed his Spiders ; afluring us, that the 
Webs would take a Tinfture from them 5 and as he 
had them of all Hues, he hoped to fit every Body's 
Fancy, as fooh as he could find proper Food for the 
Flies, of certain Gums, Oyls, and other glutinous 
Matter, to give a Strength and Confidence to the 
Threads. 

There was an Aftronomer who had undertaken 
to place a Sun-Dial upon the great Weather-Cock 
on the Town^Houlb, by adjufting the annual and 
diurnal Motions of the Earth and Sun, fo as to an- 
fwer and coincide with all accidental Turnings of 
the Wind. 

I WAS complaining of a fmall Fit of the Cho* 
lick ; upon which my Conduftor led me into a 
Room, wheri a great Phyfician refided, who wasi 
famous for curing that EHfeafe by contrary Opera- 
tions from the fame Inftrumcnt. He had a large 
Pair of Bellows, with a long flender Muzzle of 
Ivory : This he conveyed eight Inches up the 
Anus, and drawing in the Wind, he affirmed he 
could make the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. 
But when the Difeafe was more ftubborn and vio- 
lent, he let in the Muzzle while the Bellows was 
full of Wind, which he difcharged ihto the Body 
of the Patient ; then withdrew the Inftrument to 
rcplenifh it, x:lapping his Thumb ftrongly againft 
the Orifice of the Fundament 5 and this being re- 
peated three or four Times, the adventitious Wind 
would rufh out, bringing the noxious alor^ with 
it (like Water put into a Pump) and the Patient re- 
covers. I faw him try both Experiments upon a 
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Dog ; but coitW not difcern any Eflfea from the 
former. After the kttcr, the Animal wa^ ready to 
burft, and made fo violent a Difcharge, as was 
very oflFenfive to me and my Companions. The 
Dog died on the Spot, and wctleft the Dodtor en- 
deavouring to recover him by the fame Operation. 

,1 VISITED many other Apartments, but Ihali 
not trouble my Reader with all the Curiofities I ol^- 
ferved, being ftudious of Brevity, 

I HAD hitherto only fcen one Side of the Aca- 
demy, the other being appropriated to the Advan- 
cers of fpeculative L«earning 5 of whom I Ihall fay 
fomething.. M^ea I have mentioned one illuftrious 
Perfon more, who is called among them, ^he uni- 
verfal Artift. He told us, he had been thirty 
Years employing his Thoughts for the Improvement 
of human Life He had two large Rooms full of 
wonderful Curtoiities^ and fifty Men at work : 
Some were condenfmg Air into a dry tangible Sub- 
ftance, by extraAing the Nitre, and letting the 
aqueous or fluid Particles percolate: Others foftcn- 
mg Marble ft)r Pillows and Pincufliions 5 others 
petrifying the Hoofs of a living Horfe, to preferye 
them from foundering. The Artift himfelf, was at 
that Time bufy upon two great Defigns : The firft, 
to fow Land with Chaff ; wherein he affirmed the 
trpe feminal Virtue to be contained, as he dembn- 
• ftrated by fevcral Experiments, which I was not 
skilfiil enough to cx>mprehend: The other was, 
by a certain Compofition of Gums, Minerals, and 
Vegetabks outwardly applied, to prevent the 
Growth of Wool upon two young Lambs ; and he 
hoped in a reafonable Time to propagate the Breed 
of naked Sheep all over the Kingdom. 

We croffcd a Walk to the other Part of the 
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Academy, where, as I have already faid, the Pro- 
jeftors in fpeculacive Learning refidcd^ 

The firft Profeffor I faw was in a very large 
Room, with forty Pupils aboot him. After Salu- 
tation, obferving me to look earneftly upon a 
Frame, which took up the greateft Part of both 
the Length and Breadth of the Room ; he faid, 
perhaps I m^ht wonder to (be him emplpyed in a 
iVojed for improving fpeculattve Knowledge by 
pradical and mechanical Operations. But the 
World would foon be fenfible of its Ufefulnefs -, 
and he flattered himfelf, that a more noUe exalted 
TJiought never fprang in any other Maa^s Head. 
Every one knew how laborious the ufual Method 
h of atuming to Arts .and Sciences; whereas by 
Kts Contrivance, the mod ignorant Perfon at a rea^ 
fenabie Charge, and with a little bodiy I^abour, 
may write Books in Philofephy, Poetry, Politicks, 
Law, Mathematicks and Theolc^, without the 
fcaft Aflillance from Genius or Stiidy. He then 
fcd me to the Frame, about the Sides whereof; 
all his Pupils flood in Ranks. It was twenty Fooe ^ 
Square, placed in the Middle of the Room. The 
Superficies was compoied of feveral Bits of Wood ^ 
about the bignefs or a Dye, but foroe larger than 
Cithers. They were all linked toge.her by (lender 
Wires. Thefe Bits of Wood were covered on every 
Square with Paper pafted on them ; and, oa * 
tliefe Faptrs were written all the Words of their 
Lai^age in their feveral Moods, Tcnies, and 
lOeclenfions, but without any Order. The Pro- 
feffor then defired me to obferve, for he was going 
to fet his Engine at Work. The Pupils at his^ 
Command took each of them hold of an Iron 
Handle, whereof there were forty fixed round the 
{^.iiges of |he Frame i^ and giving them a fudden 
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Turn, the whole Difpofition of the Words was 
entirely changed^ He then commanded fix an4 
^thirty of the Lads to read the feveral Lines foftly 
as they appeared upen the Frame ^ and where they 
&Aind three or four Words together that might 
make Part of a Sentence, th^y dilated to the four 
remaining Boys who lyeye Scribes. This Work 
was repeated three or four Times, and at every 
Turn the Efigin^ was fo contrived, th^t the Wordb 
fl)ifted ipto new Plac^, as the Square 3itsiof W904 
moved iipfide down^ 

Si3f ]t|ours a-Day the young Students were cm- 
pl^ed in this Labour > and the Profeflbr fhewed 
me feveral Volumes in large Folio already collect- 
ed, of broken Sentences, which he intended to 
pia:e together ; and out of thofe rich Materials to 

g've the World a compleat Body t>f all Arts and 
fences ^ which, hpi^ever iqiglit be ftill improved, 
and mlbcb expediied) if the Publick would raife 4 
Fund for making and employing five hundred fuch 
Frames in Lagado^ and cj>lige the Managers to 
contribute in common their feveral Collections. 

Hb afiiired n^e, that this Invention had employ-' 
ed all his Thoughts fi'pm his Youth ; that he had 
emptied (he whole Yoc^bi^lary into his l^rame, 
find m^e the ftH<^eft Compuution of the general 
Proportion there b in ^opHs between the Numben^ 
of Particles, l^fcmns^ and Verbs, and other Parts 
of Speo^h. 

I AfCAD^ my )^in[i|)l^ft Acknowledgments tf) thh 
iUuftrieus Perfbi^ for his great Communicativeneis ; 
and {ntyni&d, if ever I had the good Fcnrtune tore^ 
tiffn tq i^y nftlive Country, that I wx>uld dp him 
Jiyftioe as rhe fole Invemps pf this wonderfiil Ma- 
chine I the Form and Contrivance of which I dc- 
lired L^ve tp delioeatf ujppp Paoer as in the Fi- 
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^re here annexed. I told him, although It ^frere 
the Cuftom of our Learned in Europe to fteal In* 
ventions from each other, who had thereby at leaft^ 
this Advantage, that it became a Controvcify which 
was the right! Owner 5 yet I would take fuch Gui- 
tion, that he fhould have the Honour entire ^idft- 
oiit a Rival. 

We next went to t^c School of Languages, 
where three Profeffors fat in ConAiltation upon im- 
proving that of their pwn Country. 

The firlt Projeft was to Ihorten Difcourfe by 
cutting Polyfyllables into one, and leaving out 
Verbs and Participles ; becaufe in Reality all Th^|^ 
imaginable are but Nouns. 

The other, was a Scheme for entirely abolifiiing 
alj Words whatfoever : And this was urged s^ i 
great Advanta^ in Point of Health as well as Y^* 
vky. For, it is plain^ that evciy Word wc fpeak 
is in fome Degree a Diminution <£ our Liiftg3 by 
Corrofion 5 and confequently cpntribut«i to thq 
Ihortning of our Livts.# An Expedient was there- 
fore offered, that fince Words are only Names for 
^tbings^ it would be more convenient for all Men 
to carry about them, fuch things a^ wore neceffary 
to expreft the particular Bufinefe they are to dif* 
courfe on. And this Invention would certainly 
have taken Place, to the great Eafe as. well as 
Health of the Subjed, if the Women, in Conjunc- 
tion with the Vulgar and Illiterate^ had not threat* 
ned to raife a Rebellion, unlefs they might be al- 
lowed the Liberty to fpeak \^ith their Tongues, 
after the Manner of their Forefathers : Suchconftant 
jrreconcilcable Enemies to Scieiice are the comnftm 
People. However, many of the mod Leame^ 
and Wife adhere to the ne* Sdherile of exprcffing 
themfelvcs by things^ which hath only this Incon^ 

venience 
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veniifence attending it 5 that if a M^n's Sufinefs be 
irtry great, and of Various Kincfs, he ttiuft be ob-^ 
ligcd in Proportion to carry a greater Bundlfe of 
Things upon his Back, unlrfs he can afford one or 
two ftrdng Servants to attend him. I have often 
beheld two of thofe Sages almoft finking under the' 
Weight of their Packs, like Pedlars among u^ j 
who when they i^t in the Streets would lay dowii 
their Loads, upro* their Sacks, artd hoM Converfa- 
tion for an Hour together ; then put up their Im- 
plements, help each other to refumc their Burthens, 
and take their Leave. 

But, for ihort Converfations, a Man may carry 
Implements in his^ Pockets and under his Arms, 
tnough to fupply him, and in his Houfe he cannot 
be at a liofs ; therefore the Room where Company 
meet to pradife this Art^ is full of all 'Icings 
teady at Hand, requifite to furnifh Matter for this 
JCind of artificial Cpnverfe. 

Another great Advantage pfopofed by thia( 
invention, was, that it would fcrve as an univerfal 
Language to be underfl:ood in all ciyiiizM Nations, 
whole Goods and Utenfils are generally of the fame 
Kind, or nearly refcmbKng,' fo that their Ufes 
might cafily be comprehended. And thus, Em^ 
bafiadors would be qualified to treat with foreign 
Princes or Minifters of State, to whofe Tongues 
they were otter Stiiangers. 

I WAS at the Mathematical Sfchool, where the 
Matter tSLUght his Pupils after a Method fcaree ima- 
ginable to us in Europe. The Propofition and De- 
monttration were feirly written on a thin Wafer 
with Ink compofed of a Cephalick Tindure. This 
the Student was to fwallow upon a fatting Stomach, 
and for three Days following eat nothing but Bread 
and Water. As the Wafer digefted, the Tinfturc 
• mounted 
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mounied to his Brain» bearing the Propofidon a- 
long with it. But the Succefs hath not hitherto 
been anfwcrable, partly by fomc Error in the ^an- 
tumox Compofition» anc) partly by the Perverfenefs 
of Lads ; to whom this Bolus is fo naufeous, that 
they generally deal afide, and difcharge it upwards 
before it can operate ; neither have they been yet 
perfuaded to ufe lo long an Abftinence as the Pre« 
icription requires* •A 
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CHAP. VL 

A further Account of the Academy, ne Author 
fropofetbfome Improvements^ wbub are honourahhf 
r^eived. 

^ the School of political Projedcas, 
I was but ill entertained ; the Pro- 
feffors appearing in my Judgment 
wholly out of their Senfes ; whidi 
is a Scene that never fails to make 
me melancholy. Thefe unhappy 
People were propofing Schemes for perfuading Mo* 
narchs to chufe Favourites upon the Score of their 
Wifdom, Capacity and Virtue ; of teaching Mi- 
nifters to confult the publick Good \ of rewarding 
Merit, great Abilities, and eminent Services ; d 
inftruding Princes to know their true Intereft, by 
placing it on the lame Foundation with that of their 
People : Of chufing for Employments Perfons qua- 
lified to cxercife them ; with many other wild im- 
poffiblc Chimseras that never entered before into 
the Heart of Man to conceive, and confirmed in 
me the old^bfervation, that there is nothing fo 
extravagant and irrational which fome Philofophers 
have not mainuined for Truth. 

But, 
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But, however, I fliall fo far do Juftice to this 
Part of the Academy, as to acknowledge, that all of 
them were not fo vifionary. There was a morf 
ingenious Doftor who feemcd to be perfeftly verfed 
in the whole Nature and Syftem of Government- 
This illuftrious Perfon had very ufefully employed 
his Studies in finding out eflfedual Remedies for all 
bifeafes and Corruptions, to which the feveral 
Kinds of publick Adminiftration are fubjeft by the 
Vices or Infirmities ofthofe who govern, as well 
ad by the Licentioufnefs of thofe who are to obey. 
For Inftance : Whereas all Writers and Reafoners 
have agreed, that there is a ftrift univerfal Refem* 
blance between the natural and the political Body ; 
can there be any thing more evident, than that 
the Health of both muft be preferved, and the 
Difeafes cured by the fame Prefcriptions ? It is al- 
lowed, that Senates and great Councils are ofteA 
troubled with redundant^ ebulliant, and odicr pec- 
cant Humours ; with many Difeafes of the Head; 
find more of the Heart ; with ftrong Convulfions, 
with grievous Contraftions of the Nerves and Si- 
news in both Hands, but efpecially the Right : 
With Spleen, Flatus, Vertigoes and Deliriums 5 
with fcrophulous Tumours, tail of foetid purulent 
Matter ; with fowre frothy Ruftations ; with Ca- 
nine Appetites and Crudenefs of Digeftion ; befides 
many others needlefs to mention. This Doftor 
therefore propofed, that upon the Meeting of a Se- 
^nate, certain Phyficians fhould attend at the three 
firll Days of their Sitting, and at the Clofe of each 
bay's Debate, feel the Pulfes of every Senator v 
after which, having maturely confidered, and coix- 
fulted upon the Nature of the feveral Maladies, 
and the Methods of Cure ; they fhould on the 
fourth Day return to the Senate-Houfe, attended 

by 
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by their Apothecaries ftored with proper Medicines ; 
and before the Members lat, adminifter to each of 
them Lenitives, Aperitives, Abfterfives, Corro- 
fivcs, -Reftringcnts, Palliatives, Laxatives, Cepha- 
la]gicks, Idericks, Apophlegniaticks, Acaufticks, 
as their feveral Cafes required ; and, according as 
thefe Medicines Ihould operate, repeat, alter, or 
omit them at the next Meeting. 

This Projed could not be of any great Expence 
to the Publick ; and might, in my poor Opinion, 
be of much Ufe for the Difpatch of Bufinefs in 
thofe Q>untrics, where Senates have any Share in 
the Legiflative Power ; bi^et Unanimity, fhorten 
Debates, open a few Mouths which are now clofed, 
and clofe many more, which are now open ; curb 
the Petulancy of the Young, and corred the Pofi- 
tivenefs of the Old > roufe the Stupid, and damp 
the Pert. 

Again ; becaufe it is a general Complaint, that 
the Favourites of Princes are troubled with ftiort 
and weak Memories; the fame Dodor propofed, 
that whoever attended a firft Miniftej-, after having 
told his Bufinefs with the utmoft Brevity, and in 
the plaineft Word? ; fhould at his Departure, give 
the faid Minifter, a Tweak by the Nofe, or a 
Kick in the Belly, or tread on his Corns, or lug 
him thrice by both Ears, or run a Pin into his 
Breech, or pinch his Arm blacjc and blue ; to pre- 
vent Forgetfulnefs : And, at every Levee Day, re- 
peat the fame Operation, until the Bufmefs were 
done, or abfolutely refqfed. 

He likewife direded, that every Senator in the 
great Council of a Nation, after he had delivered 
his Opinion, and argued in the Defence of it, 
Ihould be obliged to give his Vote diredly contrary ; 

Vol. III. Q^ becauft 
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becaufe if that were done, the Refult would infalli- 
bly terminate in the Good of the Publick. 

When Parties in a State are violent, he offered 
a wondcrfiil Contrivance to reconcile them : The 
Method is this* You take an hundred Leaders of 
each Party ; you difpofe them into Couples of fuch 
whofe Heads are neareft of a Size ; then let two 
nice Operators faw off the Occiput of each Couple 
at the lame Time, in fuch a Manner, that the Brain 
may be equally divided. Let the Occiputs thus cut 
off, be interchanged, applying each to the Head of 
his oppofite Party- man. It feems indeed to be a 
Work that requireth fome Exaftnefs ; but the Pro- 
fcfforaffur^d us, that if it were dextroufly performed, 
the Cure would be infallible. For, he argued thus ; 
that the two half Brains being left to debate the 
Matter between themfclves within the Space of one 
Scull, would foon come to a good Underftanding, 
and produce that Moderation as well as Regularity 
of Thinking, fo much to be wilhed for in the 
Heads of thofe, who imagine they came into the 
World only to watch and govern its Motion : And, 
as to the Difference of Brains in Quantity or Qua- 
lity, among thofe who are Diredors in Fadtion^ 
the Doftor affured us from his own Knowledge, 
that it was a perfeft Trifle. 

I HEARD a very vvarm Debate between two Pro- 
feflbrs, about the moil commodious and effectual 
Ways and Means of raifing Money without griev- 
ing the Subjeft. The firft affirmed, the jufteft 
Method would be to lay a certain Tax upon Vices 
and Folly ; and the Sum fixed upon every Man, to 
be rated after the fairefl: Manner, by a Jury of his 
Neighbours. The fecond was of an Opinion di- 
rectly contrary 5 to tax thofe Qiialities of Body and 
Mind for which Men chiefly value themfelves ; the 
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Rate to be more or Icfs according to the Degrees of 
excelling ; the Decifion whereof Ihould be left en- 
tirely to their own Breaft. The higheft Tax was 
upon Men, who are the greateft Favourites of the 
other Sex ; and the Affeffments according to the 
Number and Natures of the Favours they have re- 
ceived ; for which they are allpwed to be their own 
Vouchers. Wit, Valour, and Politenefs were like- 
wife propofed to be largely taxed, and collefted in 
the fame Manner, by every Perfon giving his own 
Word for the Quantum of what he poflcffed. But, 
as to Honour, Juftice, Wifdom and Learning, 
they fhould not be taxed at all ; becaufe, they are 
Qualifications of fo fingular a Kind, that no Man 
will either allow them in his Neighbour, or value 
them in himfelf. 

The Women were propofed to be taxed accord- 
ing to their Beauty and Skill in Drefling ; wherein 
they had the fame Privilege with the Men, to be 
determined by their own Judgment. But Conftancy, 
Chaftity, goad Senfe, and good Nature were not 
rated, becaufe they would not bear the Charge of 
colleding. 

To keep Senators in the Intereft of the Crown, 
it was propofed that the Members ftiould raffle for 
Employments; every Man firft taking an Oath, 
and giving Security, that he would vote for the Court, 
whether he won or no \ after which the Lofers had 
in their Turn the Liberty of raffling upon the next 
Vacancy. Thus, Hope and Expectation would be 
kept alive ; none would complain of broken Pro- 
mifes, but impute their Difappointments wholly to 
Fortune, whofe Shoulders are broader and ftrongor 
than diofe of a Miniftry, 

Another Profeffor fhewed me a large Paper of 

Inftrudions for difcovering Plots and CQjifpiracies 

Q^2 ' againll; 
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againft the Government. He advifed great Statef- 
men to examine into the Diet of all fufpefted Per- 
fons ; their Times of eating ; upon which Side they 
lay in Bed ; with which Hand they wiped their Po- 
fteriors ; to take a ftrift View of their Excrements,^ 
and from the Colour, the Odour, the Tafte, the 
Confidence, the Crudcnefs, or Maturity of Dige- 
ftion, form a Judgment of their Thoughts and De- 
figns : Becaufc, Men are never fo ferious, thought- 
ful, and intent, as when they are at Siool -, which 
he found by frequent Experiment: For in fuch 
Cpnjeftures, when he ufed merely as a Trial to con- 
fider which was the beft Way of murdering the 
King, his Ordure would have a Tinfture of Green ; 
but quite different when he thought only of raifing 
an Infurredion, or burning the Metropolis. 

The whole Difcourfc was written with great A- 
cutenefs, containing many Obfervations both cu- 
rious andufcful for Politicians ; but, as I conceived, 
not altogether compleat. This I ventured to tell 
the Author, and offered, if he pleafed, to fupply 
him with fome Additions. He received my Pro- 
pofition with more Compliance than is ufual among 
Writers, efpecially thofc of the Projefting Species ; 
profefling he would be glad to receive farther Infor- 
mation. 

I TotD him, that in the Kingdom of ^ribniur 
by the Natives called Langden, where I had long 
fojourned, the Bulk of the People confided wholly 
of Difcoyercrs, Witnefles, Informers, Accufers, 
Profecutorsy Evidences, Swearers; together with 
their feveral fubfervient and fubaltern Inftruments ; 
all under the Colours, the Condudt, and Pay of 
Minifters and their Deputies. The Plots in. that 
Kingdom are ufually the Workmanlhip of thofe 
Perfons who defire to raife their own Charaftcrs of 

profguati 
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profound Politicians \ to reftorc new Vigour to a 
crazy Adminiftration ; to ftiflc or divert general 
Difcontents ; to fill their Coffers with Forfeitures 5 
and raife or fink the Opinion of publick Credit, 
as either fhall befl. anfwer their private Advantage. 
It is firft agreed and fettled among them, what fuf- 
peded Perfons fhall be accufed of a Plot : Then, 
cflfcftual Care is taken to fecure all their Letters and 
other Papers, and put the Owners in Chains. 
Thefe Papers are delivered to a Set of Artifts very 
dextrous in finding out the myflerious Meanings of 
Words, Syllables and Letters. For Inftan.cc, they 
can dccypher a Qofe-Stool, to fignify a Privy- 
Council ; a Flock of Geefe, a Senate ; a lame Dog, 
an Invader ; the Plague, a flanding Army *, a 
Buzard, a Minifler ; the Gout, a High Priefl ; a 
Gibbet, a Secretary of State ; a Chambcr-Pot, a 
Committee of Grandees ; a Sieve, a Court-Lady ; 
a Broom, a Revolution ; a Moufe-Trap, an Em- 
ployment ; a bottomlefs Pit, the Treafury ; a Sink, 
a C— t -, a Cap and Bells, a F;avourite 5 a broken 
Reed, a Court of Juftice 5 an empty Tun,, a Ge- 
neral ; a running Sore, the Adniiniflration. 

When this Method fails, they have two others 
more effedual ; which, the Learned among them 
call Acrofticks, and Anagrams. Firft^ they can 
decyphcr all initial Letters into political Meanings : 
Thus, iV, (hall fignify a Plot •, 5, a Regiment of 
Horfe; L, a Fleet at Sea. Or, fecondlyy by tranf- 
pofing the Letters of the Alphabet, in any fuf- 
peAed Paper, they can lay open the deepeft De-» 
figns of a difcontented Party. So, for Example, if 
I fhould fay in a Letter to a Friend, Our Brother 
Tom bath juft got the Piles ; a Man of Skill in this 
Art would difcover how the fame Letters which 
compofe that Sentence, may be analyfed into the 
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following Words ; Reftft^ — d Plot is brought 

home ^be Tour, And, this is the Anagram- 
mat ick Method. 

Th e Profeffor made me great AckHOwledgmcnts 
for communicating thefe Obfervations, and pro- 
mifed to make honourable Mention of me in his 
Treatife. 

I SAW nothing in this Country that could invite 
me to a longer Continuance ; and began to think of 
returning home to England. 
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CHAP. VIL 

T^e Author leaves Lag. ado j arrives at Maldo- 
NADA. No. Ship ready. He takes a Jhort 
^o^^^^/(?Glubbdubdrxb. His Reception }^ the 
Governor. 1 

E Continent of which this King- 
om is a Part, extends itfeir» as I 
ave Reafon to believe, Eaftward 
5 that unknown Traft oi America^ 
Veftward of California^ and North 
D the Pacifick Ocean, which is not 
above an hundred and fifty Miles from Lagado ; 
where there is a good Port, and much Commerce 
with the great Ifland of Luggnagg^ fituated to the 
North- Weft about 29 Degrees North latitude, 
and 140 Longitude. This Ifland of Luggnagg 
ftands South Eaftwards of Japan^ about an hun- 
dred Leagues diftant. There is a ftrift Alliance 
between the Japanefe Emperor, and the King of 
Lu^naggy which affords frequent Opportunities of 
failing from one Ifland to the other. I determined 
therefore to direft my Courfe this Way, in order 
to my Return to Europe. I hired two Mules with 
a Guide to fliew me the Way, and carry my fmall 
Baggage. I took Leave of my noble Proteftor, 

who 
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who had Ihewn me fo much Favour, and made me 
a generous Prcfent at my Departure. v 

My Journey was without any Accident oi- Ad-^ 
venture worth relating. When I arrived at the 
Port of Maldoftadaj (for fo it is called) there was 
no Ship in the Harbour bound for Luggnagg^ nor 
like to be in fome Time. The Town is about as 
large as Pcfrtfmoutb. I foon fell into fome Ac- 
quaintance, and was very hofpitably received. ^ A 
Gendeman of Diftin^ion faid to me, that fince the 
Ships bound for Luggnaggj could not be ready in 
lefs than a Month, it might be no difagreeable A- 
mufement for me to take a Trip to the little Ifland 
of Gluhhdubdrib^ about five Leagues off to the 
South- Weft. He offered himfelf and a Friend to 
accompany me, and that I fhoi 
a fmall convenient Barque for tl 

GLUBBDUBDRIB, as i 
pret the Word, figriifies the II 
Magicians. It is about one T] 
Ifle of fVigbtj and extreamly fi 
cd by the Head of a certain Tri 
gicians. This Tribe marries only among each 
other -, and thp eldeft in SuCcelTion is Prince or Go- 
vernor. He hath a noble Palace, arid a Park of 
about three thoufand Acres, furroqnded by a Wall 
of hewn Stone twenty Foot high. In this Park arq 
feveral fmall Inclofures for Cattle, Corn ^nd Garr 
dening. 

The Governor and his Family are ferved and 
attended by Domefttcks of a Kind fomewhat unur 
fual. By his Skill in Necromancy, he hath Power 
of calling whom he pleafeth from the Dead, and 
commanding their Service for twenty four Hours, 
but no longer } nor pan he call the fajne Perfons 
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up again in lefs than three Months, except upon 
very extraordinary Occafions. 

When we arrived at the Ifland, which was about 
Eleven in the Morning, one of the Gentlemen who 
accompanied me, went to the Governor, and de?- 
fired Admittance for a Stranger, who came on Pur- 
pofe to havd the Honour of attending on his High- 
nefs. This was immediately granted, and we all 
three entered the Gate of the Palace between two 
Rows of Guards, armed and drpffed after a very 
antick Manner, and fomething in their Countenan- 
tt% that made my Flefh creep with a Horror I can- 
not exprefe. We paffed through feveral Apartf 
ments between Servants of the fame fort, ranked 
on each Side as before, until we came Co the Cham- 
ber of Prefence, where after three profound Obeyr 
fances, and a few general Queftions, we were perr 
mitted to fit on three Stools near the loweft Step of 
his Highnefs's Throne. He underftood the Lan- 
guage of Balnibarbij although it were different from 
that of his Ifland. He defired me to give him fome 
Account of my Travels ; and to let jne fee that I 
fliould be treated without Ceremony, he difmifjed 
all his Attendants with a Turn of his Finger, at 
which, to my great Aftonifliment, they vanifhed in 
^n Inftantt like Vifions in a Dream, when we a- 
wake on a fudden. I could not recover my felf in 
fome Time, until the Governor aflured me that I 
Ihould receive no Hurt, and obferving my two 
Companions to be under no Conpern, who had been 
often entertained in the fame Manner, I began to 
take Courage ; and related to his Highnefs a fhort 
Hiftpry of my feveral Adventures, yet not without 
fome Hefitation, and frequently looking behind me 
to the Place where I had feen thofe domeftick 
gpcdres. I had the IJonour to dine with the Go- 
vernor, 
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vernor, where a new Set of Ghofts ferved up the 
Meat, and waited at Table. I now obferved nrvy 
felf to be lefs terrified than I had been in the Morn- 
ing. I flayed until Sun-fct, but humbly defired his 
Highnefs to excufe me for not. accepting his Invi- 
tation of lodging in the Palace. My two Friends 
and I lay at a private Houfe in the Town adjoyning, 
which is the Capital of this little Ifland ; and the 
next Morning we returned to pay our Duty to the 
Governor, as he was plcafed to command us. 

After this Manner we continued in the Ifland 
for ten Days, moft Part of every Day with the Go- 
vernor, and at Night in our Lodging. I foon 
grew fo familiarized to the Sight of Spirits, that af- 
ter the third or fourth Time, they gave me no Emo- 
tion at all i or, if I had any Apprehenfions left, my 
Curiofity prevailed over them. For hb Hig^nefe 
the Governor ordered me to call up whatever Per- 
fbns I would chufe to name, and in whatever 
Numbers among all the Dead from the Beginning 
of the World to the prefent Time, and command 
them to anfwer any Queftions I fhould think fit to 
ask ; with this Condition, that my Queftions muft 
be confined within the Compafs of the Times they 
lived in. And one Thing I might depend upon, 
that they would certainly tell the Truth j for Lying 
was a Talent of no Ufe in the lower World. 

I MADE my humble Acknowledgments to his 
Highnefs for fo great a Favour. We were in a 
Chamber, from whence there was a fair Profpeft 
into the Park. And, becaufe my firft Inclination 
was to be entertained with Scenes of Pomp and 
Magnificence, I defired to fee Alexander the Great, 
at the Head of his Army juft after the Battle of -^r- 
held 'y which, upon a Motion of the Governor's 
Finger, immediately appeared in a large Field under 
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the Window, where weftood. Alexander was cal- 
led up into the Room : It was with great Difficulty 
that I underttood his Greeks and had but little of 
my own. He affured me upon his Honour, that 
he was not poifoned, but died of a Fever by ex- 
ceffive Drinking. 

Next I faw Hannibal paffing the Alps^ who 
tojd me he had not a Drop of Vinegar in his t^amp. 

I SAW Cafar and Pompey at the Head of their 
Troops juft ready tq engage. I faw the former in 
his laft great Triumph. I defired that the Senate 
of Rome might appear before me in one large 
Chamber, and a modern Rcpreftntative, in Coun- 
terview, in another. The firft feemed to be an 
Affcmbly of Horoes and Demi-Gods ; the other, 
a Knot of Pedlars, Pick-pockets, Highwaymen, 
and Bullies. 

The Governor, at my Requeft, gave the Sign 
for Cefar and Brutus to advance towards us. I 
was ftruck with a profound* Veneration at the Sight 
oi Brutus i and-qciild eaflly difeover the moft con- 
fummatc Virtue, the greateft Intrepidity, and Firm- 
nefs of Mind, the trucft Love of his Country, and 
general Benevolence for Mankind, in every Linea- 
ment of his Countenance. I obferved with much 
Pleafure, that thefe two Perfons were in good In- 
telligence with each other ; and Cisfar freely con- 
fefled to me, that the greateft Adions of his own 
Life were not equal by many Degrees to the Glory 
of taking it away. I had the Honour to have much 
Converfation with Brutus ; and was told, that his 
Anceftor Junius^ Socrates^ EpaminondaSj Cato the 
Younger, Sir ^omas Moore^ and himfelf, were 
perpetually together : A Semtummirate to which all 
the Ages of the World cannot a4d a &venth« 
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It would be tedious to trouble the Reader with 
relating what vaft Numbers of illuftrious Perfons 
were called up, to gratify that infatiable Defire I 
had to fee the World in every Period of Antiquity 
placed before me. I chiefly fed mine Eyes with 
beholding the Deftroyers of Tyrants and Ufurpers, 
^nd the Rcftorers of Liberty to opprefled and injure 
ed Nations. But, it is impoffible to exprels the Sa- 
tisfaction I received in my own Mind, after fuch a 
Manner as to make it » fuitable Entertainment to 
|hp Reader. 
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CHAP, VIII. 

A further Account of Glubbdubdrib. Antient 
and Modern Hijiory corre£led. 

AVING a DefiretQfee thofe An- 
tients, who were mod renowned for 
Wit and Learning, I fet apart one 
Day on Purpofe. I propofed that 
Homer and Arijiotle might appear at 
the Head of all their Commentators ; but thefe 
were fo numerous^ that fome Hundreds were forced 
to attend in the Court and outward Rooms of the 
Palace. I knew, and could diftinguifli thofe two 
Heroes at firft Sight, not only from the Crowd, 
but from each other. Homer was the taller and 
cornel ier Perfon of the two, walked very ered for 
one of his Age, and his Eyes were the mod quick 
and piercing I ever beheld. Arijiotle ftooped 
much, and made Ufe of a Staff. His Vifage was 
meagre, his Hair lank and thin, and his Voice 
hollow. I foon difcovered, that both of them were 
prfeft Strangers to the reft of the Company, and 
had never feen or heard of them before. And I 
had a Whifper from a Ghoft who fliall be name- 
lefs, that thefe Conimentators always kept in the 
moft diftam Quarters from their Principals in the 
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lower World, through a Confcioufnefs of Shame 
and Guilty becaufe they had fo horribly mifrepre- 
fented the Meaning ot thofc Authors to Pofterity. 
I introduced Dydimus and Eujiathius to Horner^ and 
prevailed on him to treat them better than perhaps 
they deferved ; for he foon found they wanted a 
Genius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet. But Ari- 
ftotle was out of all Patience with the Account I 
gave him oi Scotuszt\A Ramusy as Tprefented them 
to him ; and he asked them whether the reft of 
the Tribe were as great Dunces as themfelves. 

I THEN defired the Governor to call up Defcartes 
and Gajfendu with whom I prevailed to explain 
their Syftems to Ariftotk. This great Philofopher 
freely acknowledged his own Miftakes in Natural 
Philofophy, becaufe he proceeded in many Things 
upon Conjefture, as all Men muft do ; and he 
found, that Gajfendiy who h^d made the Doftrine 
of Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the Vor- 
tices of Defcartes y were equally exploded. He 
predicted the fame Fate to AttraSlion^ whereof the 
prcfent Learned are fuch zealous Afferters. He 
iaid, that new Syftems of Nature were but new 
Fafhions, which would vary in every Age j and 
even thofe who pretend to demonftrate them from 
Mathematical Principles, would flourifli but a fhort 
Period of Time, and be out of Vogue when that 
was determined. 

I SPENT five Days in convcrfing with many o- 
thers of the antient Learned. I faw moft of the 
firft Roman Emperors. I prevailed on the Gover- 
nor to call up Eliogabalus^s Cooks to drefs us a Din- 
ner -, but they could not flxew us much of their 
skill, for want of Materials. A Helot of Age/jlaus 
made us a Difti of Spartan Broth, but I was not a- 
ble to get down a fecond Spoonful. * 
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The two Gentlemen who conduded me to the 
liknd were preffed by their private Affairs to re- 
turn in three Days, which I employed in feeing 
ibmc of thfe fDodern Dead, who had made the 
greateft Figure for two or three hundred Years paft 
in our own and other Countries of Europe ; and 
having been always a great Admirer of old illuftri- 
ous Families, I defired the Governor would call up 
^ Dozen or two of Kings with their Anceftors in 
order for eight or nine Generations. But my Dit 
appointment was grievous and unexpefted. For, 
inftead of a long Train with Royal Diadems, I iaw 
in one Family two Fidlers, three fpruce Courtiers, 
and an Italian Prelate. In another, a Barber, an 
Abbot, and two Cardinals. I have too great a 
Veneration for crowned Heads to dwell any longer 
on fo nice a Subjcft : But as to Counts, Marquelfes, 
Dukes, Earls, and the like, I was not fo Scrupu- 
lous. And, Iconfefs, it was not without fome Plea- 
fure that I found my felf able to trace the particular 
Features, by which certain Families are diftin- 
guilhed up to their Originals. I could plainly dit 
cover from whence one Family derives a long Chin ; 
why a fecond hath abotmded with Knaves for two 
Generations, and Fools for two more -, why a Third 
happened to be crack-brained ; and a Fourth, to be 
Sharpers. Whence it came, that Polydore Virgil 
fays of a certain great Houfe, iV^c Vir fortis^ nee 
Fesmina Cajia. How Cruelty, Fallhood, and 
Cowardice grew to be Charadtrifticks, by which 
certain Families are diftinguilhed as much is by their 
Coat of Arms. Who firft brought the Pox into a 
noble Houfe, which hath lineally defccnded in 
fcrophulous Tumours to their Pofterity. Neither 
could I wonder at ail this, when 1 iaw fuch an Inter- 
riiption of Lineages by Pages, Lacqueys, Vulcts, 
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Coachmen, Gamefters, Fidlers, Players, Captains^ 
and Pick-Pockets. 

I WAS chiefly difgufted with modern Hiftory. 
For havmg ftridlly examined all the Perfons of 
greateft Name in the Courts of Princes, for an hun- 
dred Years paft, I found how the World had been 
mifled by proftitute Writers, to afcribe the greateft 
Exploits in War to Cowards, the wifeft Counfel to 
Fools, Sincerity to Flatterers, Roman Virtue to 
Betrayers of their Country, Piety to Atheifts, 
Chaftity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers. How 
many innocent and excellent Perfons had been con- 
demned to Death or Banifhment by the pra^tifing 
^ of great Minifters upon the Corruption of Judges, 
and the Malice of Faftions. How many Villains 
had been exalted to the higheft Places of Truft, 
Power, Dignity, and Profit : How great a Share 
in the Motions and Events of Courts, Councils, and 
Senates, might be challenged by Bawds, Whores, 
Pimps, Parafites, and Buffoons : How low an O* 
pinion I had of human Wifdom and Integrity, when 
I was truly informed of the Springs and Motives of 
great Enterprizes and Revolutions in the World, 
and of the contemptible Accidents to which they 
owed their Succefs. 

Here I diicovcred the Roguery and Ignorance 
tif thofe who pretend to write Anecdotes^ or fecret 
Hiftory •, who fcnc fo many Kings to their Graves 
with a Cup of Poifon ; will repeat the Difcourfe 
between a Prince and chief Minifter, where no 
Witnefs was by ; unlock the Thoughts and Cabi- 
nets of Ambafladors and Secretaries of State ; and 
have the perpetual Mbfortunc to be miftaken. 
Here I discovered the true Caufes of many great 
Events that have furprized the World: How a 
Whore can govern the Back-Stairs, the Back-Stair* 
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their Prince ; fomc to poifoning, more to the per- 
verting of Juftice in order to deftroy the Innocent '^, 
I hope, I may be pardoned, if thefe Difcovcrics in- 
clined me a little to abate of that profound Venera- 
tion, which I. am naturally apt to pa)| to Perfons of" 
high Rank, who ought to be treated wich the ut- 
inofl: Rcfpcct due to their fublime Dignity^ by us 
their Inferiors. 

I H AD^ often read of fonrre great Services done to 
Princes and States, and dcfired to fee the Perfons by 
whom thofc Services were performed. Upon En- 
quiry^ I was told, that their Names were to be 
found on no Record, except a few of them, whom 
Hiftory hath feprefcnted as the vileft Rogues and 
Traitors. As to the reft^ I had never once heard 
of them. They all appeared with dejcded Looks, 
and in the meaneft Habit *, moit of them telling me 
they died in Poverty and Difgrace, and the reft on 
a Scaffold or a Gibbet. 

Among others, there was one Pcrfon whofe Cafe 
appeared a litde fingukr. He had a Youth about 
eighteen Years old ftanding by his Side. He told 
me, he had for many Years been Commander of a 
Ship ; and in the Sea Fight at Aciium^ had the 
go(>d Fortune to break through the Enemy*s great 
Line of Batde, fink three of their Capital Ships, 
and take a Fourth, which was the fole Caufe of 
Antonf^ Flight, and of the Viftory that enfued : 
That, the Youth ftanding by him, his only Son,, 
was killed in the Adion. He added, that upon 
the Confidence of fome Merits the War being at 
an End, he, went to Ram^ and foUiciced at the 
Court of AuguJluSf to be preferred to a greater Ship, 
whofe Commander had been killed ; but without . 
any r^rd to his Pretenfions^ it was given to a Boy 
who had never feen the Sea, the Son of a Libertina^ 
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who waited on one of the Emperor'^s Miftrefles, 
Returning back to his own Vcffel, he was charged 
with Negleft of Duty, and the Ship given to ^ 
favourite Page of Publicola. ;he Vice- Admiral j. 
whereupon he retired to a poor Farm, at a great 
Diftance from Rome^ and there ended his Life. 
I was fo curious to know the Truth of this Story, 
that I defired Agrippa might be called, who was 
Admiral in that Fight. He appeared, arid con- 
firmed the whole Account, but with much more 
Advantage to the Captain ; whofe Modefty had ex- 
tenuated or concealed a great Part of his Merit. 

I WAS furprized to find Corruption grown {o 
high and fo quick in that Empire, by the Force of 
Luxury fo lately introduced ; which made me Icfi 
wonder at many parallel Cafes in othef Countries, 
where Vices of all Kinds have reigned fo much 
longer, and wherie the whole Praife as well as Pil- 
lage, hath been eiigrofled by the chief Commander j 
who, perhaps, had the leaft Title to cither. 

As every Perfon called up, made exaftly th^ fame 
Appearance he had done in the World, it gwt me 
melancholy Refleftions to obferve how much the 
Race of huma ig us, 

within thefe h s Pox 

under all its C is had 

altered every L nance, 

fliortened the S erves, 

relaxed the Sinews and Mufcles, introduced a fallow 
Complexion, and rendered the Flefh loofe and 
rancid. 

I psscENDED fo low as to defire that fome Eng- 
UJh Yeomen of the old Stamp, might be fummoned 
to appear •, once fo famous for the Simplicity of 
their Manners, Diet, and Drefs; for Juftice in 
their Dealings 5 for their trueSpirit of Liberty 5 for 
R 2 their 
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Acir Valour and Love of their Country, Neiclicr 
could I be wholly unmowd after comparing the 
Living with the Dead, when I confidercd how alf 
thcfe pure native Virtues were proftituted for a 
Piece of Moricy by their Grand-CfaiWren -, who ill 
felling their Votes, and managing at Eledions,^ have 
acquired evefy Vice and Corruption that can po& 
bly be learned vx Court. 
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£ H A P. IX- 

-fbe Atftbof^s Return to Maldonai^a. Sails h 
tbeKa^dom tf LiTgcn aojo. Jbe Author foufin^ 
tL He is fent for to Court. Stbe Manner of hie 
Aimitame. the Hingis great LenHy to bis 
^uhje^s, 

HE Day of our Departure being 
come, I cook Leave of his Highneta 
the Governor of GlubbMdrUA^ and 
returned with my two Coinpanions tb 
Maldonaday where^ after a Fortnight^ 
waiting, a Ship was ready to fail for Luggnagg. 
The two Gentlemen, and fome others, were fb 
^nerous and kind, as to fbrnilh me with Provifi- 
ons, and lee nfie on Board. I was a Month in this 
Voyage, We had one violent Storm, and were 
under a Neceflity of fleering Weftward to get into 
the Trade- Wind, which holds for above fixty 
Leagues. On the 2ifl: of Jprily 1708, we failed 
in the River of C/«/w^r«/]f, which is a Sea-Port 
Town, at the South-Eaft Point of Luggnagg. We 
caft Anchor within a League of the Town, and 
made a Signal for a Pilot. Two of theni came on 
.ipoard in lefs than half an Hour, by whom we wer6 
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guided between certain Shoals and Rocks, which 
are very dangerous in thePaflage^ to a large ftafin^ 
where a Fleet may ride in Safety within a Cable's 
Jjength of the Town Wall 

Some of our Sailors, whether out of Treachery, 
or Inadvertence, had informed the Pilots that I was 
a Stranger, and a great Traveller, whereof thefe 
gave Notice to a Cuftom-Houfc Officer, by whom 
I was examined very ftriftly upon my landing. 
This^fficer fpokc to ihc in the Language of BaU 
viharbU which by the Force of much Commerce is 
generally . anderftood in that Town, specially by 
Seamen, and thofe. employed in the Cuftoms. I 
^ve him a fhort Account of. feme Particulars, and 
made m.y Story as. plaufible and confident as I 
could ; but I thought it necefTary to dHguife my 
Country, and call my felf an Hollander \ becaufc 
43iy Intentions were for Jafan^ 
Dutch were the only Europeans pi 
into that Kingdom. I thereibre 
that having been Shipwrecked on 

nibarbij and call on a Rock, I wa ^ _ 

to Laputa^ or the 4y^"g Ifland (of which he had 
often heard) apd vir^s now endeavouring to get to 
Japan^ from whence 1 might find a Conyenfence of 
returning to my own Country. The Officer fairf^ 
I rouft be confined until he could receive Orders 
/roixi Court, for which he would write , ipumediate- 
ly., and" hoped to receive an Anfwer^ in a Fortnight, 
1 was carried to a convenient Lodgings , with a Cen- 
try placed at the Door; however, I had the Liber- 
ty of a large Garden, and was treated with Huma- 
nity enough,, being maintained all the Time at thp 
King's Charge. I was invited by feveral Perfons. 
chiefly out of Curiofity, becaufe it was reported | 
• came 
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tame from Countries very remote, of which thqr 
had never heard. 

I HIRED a young Man who came in the &me 
Ship to be an Interpreter ; he was a Native oiLugg- 
naggy but had lived fome Years at Maldonada^ and 
was a perfeft Mailer of both Languages. By his 
Affiftance, I was able to hold a Converfation with 
thofe that came to vifit me ; but this confiftcd only 
of their Queftions and my Anfwers. 

Ths Difpatch came from Court about the Time 
we expefted. It contained a Warrant for condudt- 
. ing me and my Retinue to Traldragdubb or TrU- 
drogdrjb^ (for it is pronounced both Ways as near 
as I can remember^ by a Party of ten Horfe. All 
my Retinue was that poor Lad for an Into-preter, 
whom I perfuaded into my Service, At my hum- 
ble Requeft, we had each of us a Mule to ride on, 
A Meffenger was difpatched half a Day's Joiimey 
before us, to give the King Notice erf" my Ap- 
proach, and to defire th^t his Majcfty would pleafe 
to appoint a Day and Hour, when it would be his 
gracious Pleafure that I might have the Hoflcwir to 
lick the Duft before his F^otftooi. This: is the i^ourc 
Style, and I found it tof be more than Matter of 
Form : For, upon my Admittance two Days after 
my Arrival, I was commanded to crawl upon my 
Belly, and lick the Floor as I advanced ; but on 
Account of my being a Stranger, ' Care was taken 
to have it fo clean, that the Duft was not offenfive. 
However, this was a peculiar Grace, not allowed 
to any, but Perfons of the higheft Rank,< ♦^hen 
they defire an Admittance : Nay, fometimes, the 
Floor is ftrewed with Duft on Purpofe, when the 
Perfon to be admitted happens to have powerful 
Enemies at Court: And I have feen a great Lord 
with his Mouth fo crammed, that when he had 

crept 
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crept to the proper Difttnce from the Throne, be 
was not able to fpeak a Word. Neither is there 
any Remedy, bccaufe it is Gipical for tbofe who 
receive an Audience^ to fpit or wipe their Mouths 
in his Majefty's Prefence^ There is indeed another 
Cuftom, which I cannot altogether approve of. 
When the King hath a Mind to put any of his No- 
bles to Death in a gentle indulgent Manner \ he 
commands to have the Floor ftrowed with a certain 
brown Powder, of a deadly Compofition, which 
being licked up, infallibly kills him in twenty-four 
Hours. But in Juftice to this Prince's great Cle- 
mency, and the Care he hath of his Subjefts Lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wiflied that the Mo- 
narchs of Europe woukl imitate him) it muft bp 
mentioned for his Honour, that drift Orders are 
given to have the infcded Parts of the Floor well 
waflied after every fuch Execution ; which, if his 
Domefticks negled:, they are in Danger of incur- 
ring his Royal Dil^Ieafure^ I my felf heard him 
give Direftions, that one of his Pages (hould be 
whmt, whole Tun> it was to give Notice about 
warning the Floor after an Execution, but malici- 
oufly had omitted it \ by which Negled, a young 
Lord, of great Hopes, coming to an Audience, 
was unfortunately poiibned, although the King, at 
diat Time, had no Defign againft his Life. But 
this good Prince was fo gracious, as to forgive the 
Pagp his Whipping, upon Promife that he would do 
io no more, without Special Orders. 

To return from this Digrcflion \ when I had 
crept withm four Yards of the Throne, I raifed my 
felt gently upon my Knees, and then ftriking my 
Forehead feven Times agatnft the Ground, I pro- 
XMxmced the following Words, as they had beea 
taught mc the Night before, IckpUng Glefftbrobh 

Scpiutferumm 
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Squutferum blbiop JMlaflmalt Zwin tnodbdlk^uffb 
Slhhpbad Gurdlubb yifiL This is the Compbrneot 
eftablifhed by the Laws of the Lari^ for all Perfons 
admitted to the King's Prefence. It may be ren- 
dered into Englijh thus : May your ceUJiml Majefty 
6ut4vve the Sun^ eleven Moons and an half. To this 
. the King returned fome Anfwer, which although I 
could not underftand) yet 1 replied as I had been di« 
refted ; FUtft drin TaUrick Dwuldum praftrad mir* 
plujb^ which properly lignifies^ My tongue is in 
the Moutb of my Friend % and by this ExprelEon 
was meant, that I defired Leave to bring my Inter- 
preter ; whereupon the young Man already mentir 
oned, was accordingly introduced ; by whofe In- 
tervention I anfweredas many QuelHons as his Ma- 
jefty could put in above an Hour, I fpoke in the 
Balmbarhian Toneue> and my Interpreter delivered 
my Meaning in ^t of Lunnagg. 

The Kins was much de%hted with my Compa- 
ny, and onfered his BliffmarkUik, Or High Cham- 
berlain, to appoint a Lodging in the Court for me, 
and my Interpreter, with a daily Allowance for my 
Table, and a large Purfe of Gold for my common 
Expeaces. 

I STAYED three Months in this Country out of 
perfeA Obedience to fiis Majdty, who was pleafed 
highly to favour me, and made me very honoura- 
ble Offers. But I thoi^ht it more confiftent with 
Prudence and Juftii^c to pafs the Remainder of my 
D^ys with my Wife and Fanuly, 
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CHAP. X. 

^e LuGGNUG&iANS comtnended. A particular 
Defcription of /^^ Strulpbruogs, with many 
Converfations between the Author and fome eminent 
Perfons upon that Subjelf. 



o; 

al 

ft 

gers, efpecially li 

. Court. I had ix 

of the bed Fafhic 

my Interpreter, ( 

. difagreeable; 

One Day in n 
by a Perfon of Q 
their Struldbruggs^ 

and defired he would explain to me what he meant 
by fuch an Appellation, applyed to a mortal Crea- 
ture. He told me, that fometimes, although ve- 
ry rarely, a Child happened to be born in a Fami- 
ly with a jed circular Spot in the Forehead, direct- 
ly over the left Eye-brow, which was an infallible 
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illuftrious Perfons at Court ; the black Spot oa th^ 
Fore-bead, being fo remarkable a Diftin£Uon, that 
I could not have eafily overlooked it : And it was 
impolfible that his M^efty, a mod judicious Priocc, 
ihould not provide himfelf with a good Number 
of fuch wife and able Counfellors. Yet, perhaps* 
the Virtue of thofc Reverend Sages was too ftrifl: 
for the corrupt and libertine Manners of a Courc 
And we often find by Experience^ that young Men 
are too opinionative and volatile to be ^ided bf 
the fober Didates of their Seniors. However^ 
iince the King was pleafed to allow me Acceis to 
his Royal Perfon, I was refolved upon the very firft 
Occafion to deliver my Opinion to him pn this 
Mauer freely, and at lar§ 
terpreter ^ and whether h 
Advice or no, yet in one 
that his Majefty having 
Eftabhfhment in this.Cou 
Thankfulnefs accept the 
here in the Converfation c 
SiruldbruggSy if they wou 
The Gentleman to w 
courfe, becaufe (as I h 
fpoke the Language of B 
a Sort of a Smile, which 
to the Ignorant, that he 
to keep me among them^ 
on to explain to the Coi 
He did fo ; and they talk 
in their own Language, vi 
Syllable, neither could I 
nances what Impreffion vt 
them. After a (hort Silei 

me, that his Friends and mine (fo he thought fit to 
.cxprefi himfelf) were very much pleafed with the 

judicious 
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judicious Remarks I had made on the great Happi- 
iiels and Advantages of Lnmorcal Life ; and thejr 
were defirous to know m particular Manner, wha( 
Scheme of Living I (hould have formed to my felf, 
if it had &Ikn to my Lot to have been born a 
StruJLSbrugg. 

I ANSWERED, it was eafy to be eloquent on (b 
copious and delightful a Subjed, efpecially to me, 
who have been often apt to amufe my felf with Vi- 
Iions of what I fhould do if I were a King, a Ge^ 
neral, or a great Lord : And upon this very Cafe,. 
I had frequently run over the whole Syftem how I 
fhould employ my fdf^ and pais the Time if I were 
(are to live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good Fortune to come 
Hito the Woiti a Siruldbrun; ; as foon as 1 could 
difcover iny own HappineS, by underftahding the 
Difference between Lite/4nd Death,^ I would firflr 
refolve by aJl Arts and Jaethods whatfocver, to pro- 
cure my felf Riches :Aa the Purfuit of which, by 
Thrift and Manageimnt, I might reafonablyexpe£i: 
in about two hund/td Years, to be the wealtmeft 
Man in the KingSom. In the fecond Place, f 
^ould from my eartiefl: Youth, apply my felf to the 
Study of Arts, and Sciences, by which 1 Ihould ar- 
rive in Time to excel all others m Learning. Laftly,. 
I would carcfally record every AAion and Event of 
Confeqjoence diat happened in the Publick, impar- 
tially draw the Gharafters of the feveral Suoceffions 
cf Princes, and great Miniftcrs of State j^ with my 
own Obfeifvations on every Point. I would exact- 
ly fet down the feveral Changes in Cuftoms, Lan- 
^agps, Fafhions, Drefs, Dyet and Diverfions.. 
By all which Acquirements, I Ihould be a living. 
Treafury of Knowledge and Wifdom, and certain- 
ly become the Oracle oi the Nation. 

I WOULDr 
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I WOULD never marry after Threefcorc> but live 
in an hofpitable Manner, yet ftill on the faving' 
Side. I would entertaiiAiy felf in forming and di- 
refting the Minds of hopeful young Men, by con- 
vincing them from my own Remembrance, Expe- 
rience and Obfervation, fortified by numerous Ex- 
amples of the Ufefiilnels of Virtue in publick and' 
private Life. But, my choice and conftant Compa- 
nions, fhould be a Set of my own immortal Bro- 
therhood i among whom I would eleft a Dozen 
from the moft ancient down to my own Contem- 
poraries. Where any of thefe wanted Fortunes, I 
would provide them with convenient Lodges round 
my own Eftate, and have fome of them always at 
my Table, only mingling a few of the moft valua-* 
ble among you Mortals ; whon]i Length of Time 
would harden me to lofe with little or no Reluc- ^ 
tance, and treat your Pofterity after the fame Man- 
ner : Juft as a Man diverts himfelf with the annual 
Succcflion of Pinks and Tulips in his Garden, with- 
out regretting the Lois of thofc which withered the 
preceding Year, 

Thefe Struldhruggs and I would mutually com- 
municate our Obferv^tions and Memorials through 
the Courfe of Time ; remark the feveral Gradati- 
ons by which Corruption fteals into the World, 
and oppofe it in every Step, by giving perpetual* 
Warning and Inftruftion to Mankind ; which, 
added to the ftrohg Influence of our own Example, . 
would probably prevent that continual Degeneracy ' 
of human Nature, fo juftly complained of in all 
Ages. 

Add to all this, the Pleafure of feeing the vari*^ 
ous Revolutions of States and Empires.; the Changes 
in the lower and upper World 5 ancient Cities in 
Ruias, and obfcure Villagea become the Seats of 

Kingu^ 
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Kings. Famous Rivers leffening into (hallow 
Brooks; the Ocean leaving one Coaft dry, and 
overwhelmipg another : The Difcovery of many 
Countries yet unknown. Barbarity over-running the 
politeft Nations, and the mpft barbarous becoming 
civilized. I Ihould then fee the Difcovery of the 
Longitude^ the perpetual Motion^ the unherfal Me- 
dicinej and many other great Inventions brought to 
the utmoft Pcrfe6lion. 

What wonderful Difcoveries Ihould we make in 
Alironomy, by outliving and confirming our own 
Predidions 5 by obferving the Progrefs and Returns 
of Comets, with the Changes of Motion in the Sun^ 
Moon and Stars. 

I ENLARGED upon many Other Topicks, which 
the natural Defire of endlefs Life and fublunary 
Happinefs could cafily furnifli me with. When I 
had ended, and the Sum of my Difcourfe had been 
interpreted as before, to the reft of the Company, 
there was a good Deal of Talk among iiem in the 
Language of the Country, not without fome Laugh- 
ter at my Expcnce. At laft, the fame Gentleman 
who had been my Interpreter,' faid, he was defired 
by the reft, to fet me right in a few Miftakes, which 
I had fallen into through the common Imbecility of 
human Nature, and upon that Allowance was lels 
anfwerable for them. That, this Breed of Struld*^ 
hruggs was peculiar to their Country, for there were 
no fuch People cither in Balnibarbi or Japan^ 
where he had the Honour to be Ambaflador from 
his Majefty, and found the Natives in both thofe 
Kingdoms, very hard to believe that the Fadl was 
poffible ; and it appeared from my Aftonifhment 
when)he firft mentioned the Matter to me, that I 
received it as a Thing wholly new, and fcarcely to 
be credited. That, in the two Kingdoms above- 
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mentioned, where during his Refidence he had con- 
vcrfed very much, he obfcrved long Life to be the 
univerfal Defire and Wifli of Mankind. That, 
whoever had one Foot in the Grave, was fure to 
hold back the other as ftrongly as he could. That» 
the oldeft had ftill Hopes (^living one Day longer, 
and looked on Death as the greateft Evil, from 
which Nature always prompted him to retreat ; 
only m this Ifland of Luggnagg^ the Appetite for 
living was not fo eager, from the continual Exam* 
pie of the Struldbruggs before their Eyes. 

That, the Syftem of Living contrived by me 
w^ unreafbnable and amuft, becaufe it fuppofed a 
Perpetuity of Youth, Health and Vigour, which 
no man could be fo foblifh to hope, however ex« 
travagant he might be in his Wifhcs. That, the 
Queftion therefore was not whether a Man would 
chufc to be always in the Prime of Youth, attended 
with Profperity and Health ; but how he would pafi 
a pcrpctuar Life, under all the ufual Difadvantages 
which old Age brings along with it. For, although 
few Men will avow tteir Defires of being immor- 
tal upon fuch hard Conditions, yet in the two King- 
doms beforcmentioned of Balniharhi and Japan^ 
he obferved that every Man defined to put off 
Death for fome Time longer, let it approach ever 
fo late ; and he rarely heard of any Man who died 
willingly, except he were excited by the Extremity 
of Grief or Torture. And he appealed to mc 
whether in thof^ Codrttries I had travelled as well 
as my own, I had not obfcrved the fame general 
Difpofition. 

After this Preface, he gave me a particular 
Account of the Struldbruggs among them. He faid 
they commonly aded like Mortals, until about 
thirty Years old, after which by Degrees they grew 

melancholy 
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melancholy and dejeftcd, increafing ia both uhdl 
they came to Fourfcore. This he learned from 
their ownConfcffion ; for otherwife, there n6t be- 
ing above two or three of that Species born in an 
Age, they were too few to form a general Obfer- 
vation by. When they came to fourfcore Years, 
which is reckoned the Extremity of living in this 
Country, they had not only 111 the Follies and In- 
firmities of other old Men, but many more which 
arofe from the dreadful Profpcft of never dying. 
They were not qnly opinionative, peevifh, cove- 
tous, morofe, vain, talkative ; but uncapable of 
Friendfhip, and dead to all natural Affedion, 
which never defcendcd below their Grand-children. 
Envy and impotent Defires, are their prevailing 
Pailions. But thofe Objefts againlt which their 
Envy feems principally difefted, are the Vic^s of 
the younger Sort, and the Deaths of the old. By 
refiofting on the former, they find themfclves cut 
off from all Poffibility of Pleafure -, and Whenever 
they fee a Funeral, they lament and repine that o- 
thers are gone to a Harbour of Reft, to which they 
themfelves never can hope to arrive. They have 
no Remembrance of any Thing but what they 
learned and obferved in their Youth and middle 
Age, and even that is very imperfedlf: And for 
the Truth or Particulars of any Faft, it is fafer to 
depend on common Traditions, than upon theh* 
btft Recolledions. The leaft miferable among 
them, appear to be thofe who turn to Dotage, and 
entirely lofe their Memories -, thefe meet wirfi nmrc 
Pity and Afliftancc, bccaufe they want many bad 
Qualities which abound in others. 

If a Struldbrugg happen to marry one of his own^ 
Kind, the Marriage is diflblved of Courfe by the 
Courtefy of the Kingdom, as foon as the younger 

Vol. III. S of 
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of the two comes to be Fourfcore. For the Law^ 
thinks it a reafonable Indulgence, that thofe who 
arc condemned without any Fault of their own, to 
a perpetual Continuance in the World,, fhould not 
have their Mifery doubled by the Load of a Wife. 

As foon as they have compkated the Term of 
eighty Years, they are looked on as dead in Law \ 
their Heirs immediately fucceed to their Eftates, 
only a fmall Pittance is referved for their Support ;, 
and the poor ones are maintained at the publick 
Charge. After that Period, they are held incapa- 
ble of any Employment of Truft or Profit ; they 
cannot purchafe Lands, or take Lealcs ; neither are 
they allowed to be Witneffes in any Caufe, either 
Civil or Criminal, not even for the Decifion of 
Meers and Bounds. 

At Ninety they lofe their 
have at that Age no Biffing 
and drink whatever they ca 
or Appetite. The Difeafes 
ftill continue without encrc 
In talking, they forget the cc 
Things, and the Names of F 
who are their nearcft Friendj 
the lame Reafon, they never 
with reading, becaufe their N 
to carry them from the Begin 
the End \ and by this Defed, 
the only Entertainment when 
Wife be capable. 

T»i. Language of this Country being always 
upon the Fluxv the Slruldbruggi of one Age,, do 
not underftand thofe of another ;. neither are they 
able after two hundred Yeans, to hold any Conver- 
fation (faxther than by a few general Wordsj with 
their Neighbours the Mortals \ and thus they lye 

under 
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under the Difadv^ntage of living like Foreigners in 
their own Country. 

This was the Account given me of the Struld- 
i^SS^% as near as I can remember. I afterwards 
law five or fix of different Ages, the youngeft not 
above two hundred Years old, who were brought 
to me at feveral Times by fome of my Friends ; but 
although they were told that I was a great Traveller^ 
and had feen all the World, they had not the leaft 
Curiofitjr to ask me a Queftion ; only dcfired I 
would give them Slnmjkudajky or a Token of Re- 
membrance ; which is a modeft Way of begging, 
to avoid the Law that ftridly forbids it, becaufe 
they are provided for by the Publick, although, in- 
deed, with a very fcanty Allowance. 

The y are defpifed and hated by all Sorfs of Peo* 
pie : When one of them is bom, it is reckoned o- 
minous, and their Birth is recorded very particular- 
ly ; fo that you may know their Age by confulting 
the Rcgiftry, which, howeyer, hath not been kept 
above a thoufand Years paft, or at leaft, hath been 
deftroyed by Time or publick Difturbancefs. But 
the ufual Way of computing how old they arc, is, 
by asking them what Kings or great Perfons they 
can remember, and then confulting Hiftory; for 
infallibly, the laft Prince in their Mind, did not be- 
gin his Reign after they were fourfcore Years old. 

Thiy were the moft mortifying Sight I ever 
beheld ; and the Women more horrible than the 
Men. Befides the ufual Deformities in extreme 
old Age, they acquired an additional Ghaftlinefs in 
Proportion to their Number of Years, which is 
not to be defcribed -, and among half a Dozen I 
fooQ diftinguifhed which was the eldeft, although 
there were not abore a Century or two between 
them. 

S 2 Thb 
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The Reader will eafily believe, that from what 
I had heard and feen, my keen Appetite for Per- 
petuity of Life was much abated. I grew heartily 
afluuned of the pleating Yifions I had formed \ and 
thought no Tyrant could invent a Death, into which 
I would not run with Pleafure from fuch a Life* 
The Kii^ heard of all that had pafled between me 
and my Friends upon this Occalion, and rallied me 
very pleafantly ; wifhing I would fend a Couple of 
Struldbruggs to my own Country, to arm our Peo- 
ple asainft the Fear oS Death ; but this it feems is 
forbidden by the fundamental Laws of the King- 
dom s or elfe, I fhould have been well content with 
the Trouble and Expence of tranfporting them. 

I COULD not but agree, that the Laws of this 
Kingdom relating to the Struldbruggs^ were founded 
upon the ftrongeft Reafons, and fuch as any other 
Gauntry would be under the Ncceffity of enafting ia 
the like Circumftances. Otherwile, as Avarice is 
the neceflary Confequent of old Age^ thofe Immor- 
tals would in Time, become Proprietors of the 
whole Nation, and engrois the Civil Power ; which,, 
for want of Abilities to manage, muft end in the 
Ruin of the Publick* 
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CHAP. XI. 

^F;l't'"^'T^"°°*'^°^' ^«^ /.;/./. Japan. 
^rom thence be returns tn a Dutch Ship to Amfter 
dam, and from Amfterdam /» England. 

I THOUGHT this Account of 
i the Slruldbruggs might be fomc En- 
I tertamment to the Reader, becaufe 
I it feems to be a little out of the com- 
» mon Way j at Icaft, I do not re- 
member to have met the like in any Book of Tra- 
vels that hath come to my Hands: And, if I am 
deceived, my Excufe mgft be, that it is neceffary 
tor Travellers who defcribe the fame Country, very 
often to agree in dwelling on the fame Particulars' 
without dcferving the Cenfure of having borrowed 
or tranfcribcd from thofe who wrote before them. 

Th E R E is indeed a perpetual Commerce between 
this Kingdom and the great Empire of Japan ; and 
it is very probable, that the Japanefe Authore may 
have given fome Account of the Struldbrurgs j but 
my Stay in Japan was fo fhort, and I was fo en- 
tirely a Stranger to the Language, that I was noc 
quahficd to make any Enquiries. But, I hope the 

Butch, 
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Dutcby upon this Notice, will be curious and able 
enough to fupply my Dcfe£b. 

His Majefty having often preffed me to accept 
fome Employment in hb Court, and finding me 
abfolutely determined to return to my Native 
Country ; was pleafed to give me his Licence to de- 
part ; and honoured me with a Letter of Recom- 
mendation under his own Hand, to the Emperor of 
Japan. He likewife prefented me with four hun- 
dred forty- four large Pieces of Gold fthis Nation 
delighting in even Numbers) and a Red Diamond, 
which I fold in England^ for eleven hundred Pounds. 

On the 6th Day of May^ 1709, I took a fo- 
lemn Leave of his Majefty, and all my Friends. 
This Prince was fo gracious, as to order a Guard to 
condud me to Glanguenftaldy which is a Royal 
Port to the Soutb-fVeJl Part of the Ifland. In fix 
Days I found a VefT^l ready to carry me to Japan -, 
and fpent fifteen Days in the Voyage. We landed 
at a fmall Port-Town called Xamofcbu fituated on 
the Soutb'E(ifi Part of Japan. The Town lies on 
the IFeflern Part, whcr^, there js a narrow Streight, 
leading Nortbward into a long Arm of the Sea, 
Upon the North Weft Part of which, Tedo the Me- 
tropolis (lands. At landing I fhewed the Cuftom- 
Houfe Officers ipy Letter from the King of Lugg- 
nagg to his Imperial Majefty : They knew the 
Seal perfe6tly well 5 it was as broad as the Palm of 
my Hand. The Imprcffion was, J King lifting Mp 
a lame Beggar from t\e Eartb. The Magiltrates of 
the Town hearing of my Letter, received me as a 
publick Minifier ; they provided me with Carriages 
and Servants, and bore my Charges to Tedo^ where 
I was admitted to an Audience, and delivered my 
Letter ; which was opened with great Ceremony, 
;md explained tp the Emperor by an Interpreter, 

wha 
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yiho gave me Notice of his Majefty*s Order, that 
J ihould lignify my Rcqueft ; and whatever it were, 
it Ihould te granted for the Sake of his Royal Bro- 
ther of iMggnagg. This Interpreter was a .Perfon 
employed to tranfaft AJflfairs with the Hollanders : 
He feon conjeftured by my Countenance, that I 
was an European^ and therefore repeated his Ma- 
jefty's Commands in Low-Dutcby which he fpbke 
perfcAly welK I anfwered (as I had before deter- 
mined) that I was a Dutch Merchant, Ihipwrecked 
in a very remote Country, from whence I travelled 
by Sea and Land to Luggnagg^ and then took 
Shipping for Japari^ where I knew my Country- 
men often traded ; and, with fomc of thefe, I 
hoped to get an Opportunity of returning into 
Europe: I therefore moft humbly intreated his 
Royal Favour, to give Order, that I (hould be 
conduced in Safety to Nangafac. To this I added 
another Petition, that for the Sake of my Patron 
the King of Luggnaggy his Majcfty would conde- 
fcend to excufe my performing the Ceremony 4m- 
pofed on my Countrymen, of trampling itpon the 
Crucifix \ becaufe I had been thrown into his King- 
dom by my Misfortunes, without any Intention of 
trading. When this latter 5^tirion was interpreted 
to the Emperor, he feemed a little furprized 5 and 
faid, he believed I was the firft of my Countrymen 
who ever made any Scruple in this Point •, and that 
he began to doubt, whether I were a real Hollander 
or no ; but rather fufpeded I mtift be a Ch r isti an. 
However, for the Reafons I had offered, but 
chiefly to gratify the King of Luggnaggy by an un- 
common Mark of his Favour, he would comply 
wirh '^e Jingularity of my Humour ; . but, the 
Affair tnuft be managed with Dexterity, and his 
Officers Ihould be commanded to let me pafs^ as it 

were. 
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were, by Forgctfiilnds. For he affurcd mc, that 
if the Secret fhould be difcovcred by my Country- 
men, ik^Dutcb^ they would cot my Throat in the 
Voyage. I returned my Thanks, by the Inter- 
preter, for fo unufual a Favour ; and fomc Troops 
being at that Time on their March to Nangafac^ 
the Commanding Officer had Orders to convey me 
fafe thither, with particular Inftruftions about the 
Bufinefs of the Crucifix. 

On the 9th Day oi June^ 1709, I arrived at 
Nangafacy after a very long and troublcfome Jour- 
ney. I foon Ibll into Conjpany of fome Dutch 
Sailors belonging to the Amboyna of Arnfierdam^ 
a ftout Ship of 450 Tons. I had lived long in 
HoUandy purfuing my Studies at L^yden^ and I fpokc 
J)utcb well : The Seamen foon knew from whence 
I came laft ; they were curious to enquire into my 
Voyages and Courfe of Life, I made up a Story 
as fliort and probable as I could, but concealed the 
greateft Fart. I knew many Perfons in Holland \ 
i was able to invent Names for my Parents, whom 
I pretended to be obfcure People in the Province of 
Gueldertandp I would have given the Captain (one 
ICbeodorus VangruU) what he pleafed to ask for my 
Voyagp to Hollands but, underftanding I was a 
jSurgeon, he was contented to take half the ufual 
Rate, on Condition that I would ferve him in the 
Way of my Calling. Before we took Shipping, I 
was often asked by fome of the Crew, whether I 
had performed the Ceremony abovementioned ? I 
evaded the Queftion by general Anfwers, that I 
had fatisged the Emperor and Court in all Particu- 
lars. However, a malicious Rogue of a Skipper 
went to an Officer, and pointing to me, told him, 
I had not yet trampled upon (be Crucifix: But the 
othpr, who h»d re<;«v?4 JnftruiJlions to |c{ me pafi, 
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gave the Rafcal twenty Strokes on the Shoulders 
with a Bamboo ; after which I was no more troubled 
with fuch Queftions. 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this 
Voyage. We failed with a fair Wind to the Cape 
of , Good Hopey where we ftaid only to take in frefh 
Water. On the i6th of April we arrived fafe at 
Amfterdam^ having loft only three Men by Sick- 
nefe in the Voyage, and a fourth who fell from the 
Fore-maft into the Sea, not far from the Coaft of 
Guinea. From Amfterdam^ I foon after fet fail for 
Englandy in a fmall VefTel belonging to that City. 

On the loth of ApriU 1710, we put in at the 
Downs. I landed the next Mprning, and faw once 
more my native Country, after an Abfence of five 
Years and fix Months compleat. I went ftrait to 
Redrtff^ whither I arrived the fame Day at Two in 
the Afternoon, and found my Wife and Family in 
good Health. 



The End of the third Part. 
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TRAVELS. 



P A R T IV. 
A Voyage to the Country of the 

HOUYMNHNMS. 

CHAP. L 

^be Author Jets cut as Captain of a Sbip^ His 
Men confpire againft bim^ confine him a long 
Time to bis Cabbing fet him on Shore in an unknown 
Land. He travels up into tbe Country. The 
Yahoos, a ftrange Sort of Animal defcribed. 
The Author meets two Houyhnhnms. 



j 



CONTINUED at home 
with my Wife and Children a- 
bout five Months in a very happy 
Condition, if I could have 
learned the Leffon of knowing 
when I was well. I left my poor 
Wife big with Child, and accepted 
an advantageous Offer made me to be Captain of 
tfcc Adventure^ a ftout Merchant-man of 350 Tuns : 

For 
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For 1 undcrftood Navigation well, and being 
grown weary of a Surgcon*s Employment at Sea, 
which however I could exercife upon Occafion, I took 
a skilful young Man of that Calling, one Robert 
Purefoyj into my Ship. We fet fail from Port/- 
mouth upon the 7th Day of September^ 1710 •, on 
the 14th we met with Captain Pocoek of Brijtoly at 
Tenariffy who was going to thd Bay of Campeacby 
to cut Lc^wood. On the 1 6th, he was parted from us 
by a Storm: I heard (ince my Return, that his 
Ship foundered, and notie efcaped, but one Cabbin* 
Boy. He was an honed Man, and a good Sailor, 
but a little too pofitive in his own Opinions ^ 
which was the Caufe of his DeftruAion, as it hath 
been of fevcral others. For, if he had followed 
my Advice, he might at this Time have been fafc 
at home with his Family, as well as my felf. 

I HAD feveral Men died in my Ship of Calentures, 
fo that I was forced to get Recruits out of Barbadoes^ 
and the Leeward IJlands^ where I touched by the 
Direftion of the Merchants who employed me ; 
which I had foon too much Caufe to repent ; for I 
found afterwards that mod of them had been Buc- 
caneers. I had fifty Hands on Board ; and my Or- 
ders were, that I (hould trade with the Indians in 
the South-Sea J and make what Difcoveries I could. 
Thefe Rogues whom I had picked up, debauched 
my other Men, and they all formed a Cbnfpiracy 
to feize the Ship and fecure me ; which they did 
one Morning, rufhing into my Cabbin, and binding 
me Hand and Foot, threatning to throw me over- 
board, if I offered to ftir. I told them, I was their 
Prifoncr, and would fubmit. This ^hey made me 
fwear to do, and then unbound me, only fattening 
one of my Legs with a Chain near my Bed ; and 
placed 9 Gentry at my Door with his Piece charged, 

who 
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who was commanded to (hoot oie dead, if I a£^ 
tempted my Liberty. They fent 01c down Vi&u- 
als andDrinky and took theGovemmeiit of theShip 
to themielves. Their Defign was to turn Pirates, 
and plunder the Spaniards ; which they could not 
do, until they got more Men. But firft, they re- 
folved to fell the Goods in the Ship, and then go 
CO Madagafcar for Recruits v feveral among them 
having died fince my Cbnfinement. They failed 
many Weeks, and traded with the Indians \ but I 
knew not what Courfe they took, being kept clofe 
Prifoner in my Cabbin, and eicpeAing nothing le& 
than tobe,mu]xiered, as they often threatned me. 

Upon the 9th Day of May^ 171 1, one James 
Welch came down to my Cabbin ; and laid, he had 
Orders from the Captain to let me alhore. I cx- 
poftulated with him, but in vain ; neither would 
he fo much as tell me, who their new Captain was. 
They forced me into the Long-boat, letting me 
put on my belt Suit of Cloaths, which were as 
good as new, and a fmall Bundle of I^innen, bitt 
no Arms except my Hanger ; and they were {o 
civil as not to fearch my Podcets ; into which I 
conveyed what Money I had, with Ibme other 
little Neceflaries. They rowed about a .League ; 
^nd then fet me down on a Strand. I defired them 
to tell me what Country it was : They all fwore, 
they knew no more than my felf, but faid, that the 
Captain (as they called him} wasrcfolved, after they 
had fold the Lading, to get rid of me in the firft 
Place where they difcovered Land. They puflied 
off immediately, advifing me to make hafte, for 
fear of being overtaken by the Tide ; and bade me 
farewell. 

In this defolate Condition, I advanced forward, 
jftnd foon got qpon Urm Ground, where I fat down 
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(HI a Bank to reft my felf, and confider what I had 
bcft to do. When I was a little refreflicd, I went 
up into the Country, refolving to deliver my felf 
to the firft Savages I fhoald meet ; and purchafe 
my Life from them by fome Bracelets, Gla6 
Rings, and other Toys, which Sailors ufually pro- 
vide them&lves with in thofe Voyages, and where- 
of I had fome about me : The Land was divided 
by long Rows of Trees, not regularly planted, 
but namrally growing *, there was great Plenty of 
Grafs, and feveral Fields of Oats. I walked very 
circumfpeAly for fear of being furprized, ^ fud- 
denly (hot with an Arrow from behind, or on ei-^ 
ther Side. I fell into a beaten Road, where I &w 
many Tra6)ts of human Feet, and fome of Cows, 
but moft of Horfes. At laft, I beheld feveral 
Animals in a Field, and one or two of the fame 
Kind fitting in Trees. Their Shape was very An- 
gular, and deformed, which a little difcompofed 
me, fo that I lay down behind a Thicket to obfervc 
them better* Some of tbem coming forward near 
the Place where I lay^ gave me an Opportunity of 
diftindly marking their Form. Their Heads 
and Breafts were covered with a thick Hair, fome 
frizzled and others lank ; they had Beiards like 
Goats, and a long Ridge of Hair down their 
Backs, and the fore Parts of their Legs and Feet 1' 
but the reft of thdr Bodies were bare^ fo that t 
might fee their Skins, which were of a brown Buff^ 
Colour. They had no Tails, nor any Hair at all 
on their INattocks, except about the Am^\ which» I 
prefume. Nature had placed there to defend them 
as they fat on the Ground ; for this Pofture they ur 
ied, as weB as lying down, and dktn ftood on their 
iiind Feet. They dimbed hig^ Tree& as nimbly as 
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a Squirrel, for they had ftrong extended Claws be- 
fore and behind,* terminating on (harp Points, 
hooked. They would often fpring, and bound, 
and leap with prodigious Agility. The Females 
were not fo large as the Males; they had long 
lank Hair on their Heads, and only a Sort of 
Down on the reft of their Bodies, except about the 
Anus^ and Pudenda. Their Dugs bung between 
their fore Feet, and often reacl^ almoft to the 
Ground as they walked. The Hair of both Sexes 
was of leveral Colours, brown, red, black and 
yellow.. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all 
my Travels, fo difagreeable an Animal, or one a- 
gainft which I naturally conceived fo ftrong act 
Antipathy. So, that thinking I had ieen enough, 
full of Contempt and Averlion, I got up and pur- 
fued the beaten Road^ hoping it ifiight dire£k me 
to the Cabbia of fome Indian. I had not gone.far, 
when I met one of thefe Creatures full in my Way, 
and coming up diredly to me. The ugly Mon- 
fter, when he faw me,, diftorted fevcral Ways c- 
very Feature of his Vifage, and flared, as at an 
Objeft he had never feen before ; then, approach- 
ing nearer, lifted up his fore Paw, whether out of 
Curiofity or Mifchief, I could not tell : But I drew 
my Hanger, and g^ve him a good Blow with the 
flat Side of it ; for I durft not ftrike him with the 
Edge, fearing the Inhabitants might be provoked 
againft me, if they fhould come to know, that I 
had killed or maimed any of their Cattle. When 
the Beaft felt the Smart, he drew back, and roared 
fo loud, that a Herd, of at leaft forty, came flock- 
ing, about me from the next Field, howling and 
making odious Faces -, but I ran to the Body of a 
Tree, and leaning my Back ^ainfi it, kept them 
off*, by waving my Hanger. Several of this curfed 
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Brood gecring hold of the Branches behind, leaped 
up into the Tree ; from whence they began to dif- 
charge their Excrements on my Head : However,. 
I efoiped pretty well, by flicking clofc to the Stem 
of the Tree, but was almoft ftifled with the Filth \ 
vhich fell about me on every Side. 

Ih the Midft of this Diftrefi, I obferved them 
all to run away on a fuddep as fait as they could \ at 
which I ventured to leave the Tree, and purfue the 
Road, wondering what it was that could put them 
into this Fright. But looking on my left Hand, I 
faw a Horfe walking foftly in the Field ; which 
my Pcrfecutors having fooner difcovered, was the 
Caufe of their Flight. The Horfe ftarted a little 
when he came near me» but foon recovering him- 
felf, looked full in my Face with manifeft Tokens 
of Wonder: He viewed my Hands and Feet, 
walking round me feveral Times. I would have 

{mrfued my Journey, byt he placed himfelf dircft- 
y in the Way ; yet looking with a very mild AC- 
peft, never offering the kaft Violence. We ftood 
gazing at each other for fome Time ; at laft, I 
took the Boldnefs to reach my Hand towards hia 
Neck, with a Defign to ilroak it ; ufing the com- 
mon Style and Whittle of Jockies when they arc 
goitig to handle a ftrange Horfe* But, this Ani- 
mal feeming to receive my Civilities with Difdain^ 
fliook his Head, and bent hisBrpws, foftly railing up 
his left fore Foot to remove my Hand. Then he 
XKighed three or four Times, but in fo different a 
Cadence, that I almoft began to think he ^as fpeak- 
ing to himfelf in fome Language of his own. 

While he and I were thus employed, another 
Horfe came up \ who applying himfelf to the firit 
in a very format Manner \ they gently (truck each 
others right Hoof before^ ne^ghu)g ievcral Times. 
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by Turns, and varying the Sound, which leemed 
to be almoft articulate. They went fomc Paces off, 
as if it were to confer together, walking Side by 
Side, backward and forward, like Perfons delibe^ 
rating upon fome Affair of Weight ; but often turn- 
ing their Eyes towards me, as it were to watch that 
I might not efcape. I was amazed to fee fuch 
A6dons and Behaviour in Brute Beads ; and con- 
cluded with my felf, that if the Inhabitants of this 
Country were endued with a proportionable Degree 
of Reafon, they muft needs be the wifeft People 
upon Earth. This Thought gave me fo much 
Comfort, that I refolved to go forward until I could 
difcovcr fome Houfc or Village, or meet with any 
of the Natives ; teavmg the two Horfes to difcourlc 
together as they pleafed. But the firft, who was a 
Dapple-Grey, obferving me to fteal off, neighed 
after me in fo expreflive a Tone, that 1 fancied my 
felf to underftand what he meant; whereupon I 
turned back, and came near him, to exped his far- 
ther Commands ; but concealing my Fear as much 
as I could ; for I began to be in fome Pain, how 
this Adventure might terminate ; and the Reader 
will eafily believe, I did not much like my prcfcnt 
Situation. 

The two Horfes came up clofe to me, looking 
with great Earneftnefe upon my Pace and Hands. 
The grey Steed rubbed my Hat all round with hii 
right fore Hoof, and difcompofed it fo much, 
dut I was forced to adjuft it better, by takmg it 
off, and fettling it again ^ whereat both he and his 
Companion, (who was a brown Bay) appeared to 
be much furprized ; the latter felt the Lappet of my 
Coat, and finding it to hang loofe about me, they 
both looked with new Signs of Wonder. He 
ftroked my right Hand, fecming to admire the 
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little Pains be rcfolvcd into an Alphabet, more eaf}«» 
ly than the Cbinefe. 

I COULD frequently diftinguifh the Word Tahoo^ 
which was repeated by each of them feveral Times ; 
and| although ic were impoffible for me toconjefture 
what it meant, yet while the two Hprles were bufy 
in Cbnverfation, I endeavoured to pradife this 
Word upon my Tongue ; and, as foon as they were 
filent, I boldly pronounced Taboo in a loud Voice, 
imitating, at the fame Time, as near as I could, the 
Neighing of a Horfe; at which they were both 
vifibly furprized, and the Grey repeated the fame 
Word twice, as if he meant to teach me the right 
Accent, wherein I fpoke after him as well as I could, 
and found my felf perceivably to improve every 
Time, although very far from any Degree of Per- 
fedion. Then the Bay tried me with a fecond 
Word, much harder to be pronounced ; but redu- 
cing it to the Englijh Orthography ^ may be Ipelc 
thus, Houyhnhnm. I did not fucceed in this fp well 
as the former, but after two or three farther Trials, 
I had better Fortune ; and they both appeared 
amazed at my Capacity. 

After fome farther Difcourfe, which I then 
conjedored might relate to me, the two Friends 
tooic their Leaves, with the ; fame Compliment of 
ftriking each other's Hoof ; and the Grey made me 
Signs that I Ihould walk before him ; wherein, I 
thought it prudent to comply, until I could find a 
better Diredor. When I offered to flacken my 
Pace, he would cry Hhuun, Hhuun ; I gueffed his 
Meaning, and gave him to underftand, as well as 
I could, that I was weary, and not able to walk 
fafter \ upon which, he would ftand a while to let 
me reft. 

C ^ A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

^e Author conduced hy a Houyhnhnm to bis Houji. 
The Houfe defcrihed. The Autbor^s Reception. 
The Food of the Houyhnhnms. The Author in 
Dijirefs for want of Meat^ is at Idft telieved^ 
His Manner of feeding in that Country. 

A V I N G travelled about three 
Miles, we came to a long Kind of 
Building, made of Timber, lluck 
in the Ground, and wattled a-crofs ; 
the Roof was low, and covered 
with Straw. 1 now began to be a little Coifeforted ; 
and took out fome Toys, which Travellers iifually 
carry for Prefcnts to the Savage Indians of America 
and other Parts, in Hopes the People of the Houfe 
would be thereby encouraged to receive me kindlyi 
The Horfe made me a Sign to go in (irft % it was 
a large Room with a fmooth Clay Floor, and a 
Rack and Manger extending the Whole Length 
on one Side. There were three Nags, and two 
Mares, not eating, but fome of them fitting down 
upon their Hams, which I very much wondered 
at ; but wondered more, to fee the reft employed 
in domeftickBufinefs : The laft feemed but ordinary 
Cattle i however, this confirmed my firft Opinion^ 
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that a People who could fo far civilize brute Ani- 
mals, muft needs excel in Wifdom all the Nations 
of the'World. The Grey came in juft after, and 
thereby prevented any iir Treatment, wjiich the 
others might have given me, / He neighed to 
them fcveral Times in a Style of Authority, and 
received Anfwers. 

Beyond this Room there were three others, 
reaching the Length of the Houfe, to which you 
paflfed through three Doors, oppofite to each other, 
in the Manner of a Vifta : We went through the 
fccond Room towards the third; here the Grey 
walked in firil, beckoning to me to attend : I waited 
in the fecond Room, and got ready my Prefents for 
the Matter and Miftrefs of the Houfe : They were 
two Knives, three Bracelets of falfe Pearl, a fmall 
Looking-glafs, and a Bead-necklace. The Horfe 
neighed three or four Times, and I waited to hear 
fome Anfwers in a human Voice, but I heard no 
other Returns than in the fame Dialedt, only one 
or two a little fhriller than his. I began to think 
that this Houfe muft belong to fome Ferfbn of 
great Note among them ; becaufe there appeared fo 
much Ceremony before I could gain Admittance. 
But, that a Man of Quality fliould be ferved all by 
Horfes, was beyond my Comprehenfion. I feared 
my Brain was difturbed by my Sufferings and MiC» 
fortunes : I roufed my felf, and looked about me in 
the Room where I was left alone ; this was furnilh- 
ed as the firft, only after a more elegant Manner. 
I rubbed mine Eyes often, but the fame Objeds 
ftill occurred. I pinched my Arms and Sides, to 
awake my felf, hoping I might be in a Dream. I 
then abfolutely concluded, that all thefe Appearances 
^uld be nothing elfe but Necromancy and Magick^ 
But^ liiad no I ime to purfue thefe Reflections i for 
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the grey Horfe came to the Door, and made me' a 
Sign to follow him into the third Room ; where I 
law a very comely Mare, fogether with a C6lt and 
Foal^ fitting on their Haunches, upon Mats of 
Straw, not unartfully made, and perfectly neat and 
clean. 

The Mare, foon after my Entrance, rofe from 
her Mat, and coming up clofe, after having nicely 
obferved my Hands and Face, gave me a moft con- 
temptuous Look; then turning to the Horfe, I 
heard the Word Taboo often repeated betwixt them ; 
the meaning of which \^d I could not then com- 
prehend, auhough it were the firft 1 had learned to 
pronounce ; but I was fooh better informed, to niy 
everlafting Mortification : For the Horfe beckoning 
to me with his Head, and repeating the Word 
HbuuHy HbuuHj as he did upon the Road, which 
I underftood was to attend him, led me out into a 
kind of C6urt, where was another Buildipg at (bme 
Diftance from the Houfe. Here we cptered, and 
I faw three of thofe deteftable Creatures, which I 
firft met after my landing, feeding upon Roots, 
and the Flelh of feme Animals, which I after- 
wards found to be that of Afies and Dogs, and now 
and then a C6w dead by Accident or Difeafe. 
They were all tyed by the Neck with ftrong Wyths, 
faftened to a Beam ; they held their Food between 
slie Qaws of their fore Feet, and tore it with their 
Teeth. 

The Mafter Horfe ordered a forrcl Nag, one 
of his Servants, to unty the largeft of thelq Anir 
mals, and ta& him into a Yard. The Beaft and I 
were brought clofe together ; and our Countenances 
diligently compared, both by Mafter and Servant, 
who thereupon repeated fevcral Times the Word 
Ttbop. My Horror and Aftoniihmeoc are not to 
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be defcribed, when I obferved, in this abominable 
Animal ^ a per&ft human Figure ; the Face of jt, 
ihdeed, was flat and broad, the Nofe deprefTed, 
tlVl^P^ l^i'gC) ^nd the Mouth wide : But thefe 
Piffcfences are common to all favage Nations, 
where the Lineaments of the Countenance are di- 
ftorted by the Natives fuffering their Infants to lie 
grovellins on the Earth, or by carrying them on 
their Backs, nuzzling with their Face againft the 
Mother's Shoulders. The Forc-fcct of the Tabfi0 
diflfcred from my Hands in nothing elfe, but the 
length of the Nails, the Coarfenels and Brownneis 
of the Palms, and the Hairinefs on the 3acks. 
There was the fame Rcfcmblance between our Feet, 
yfith the lame Differences^ which I I^ncw v^i^y 
well, althpugh the Horfcs did not, becaufe. of my 
Shoes and Stockinfgs i the fame in every Part of 
our Bodies, except as to Hairinei^ 9n(^ Colour, 
which I have already defcribed. 

The jgreat Difficulty that feemed to ftick witli 
the two Horfes, was, to fee the reft of my Body 
^ very different from that of a Taboo^ for which ! 
was obliged to my Cloaths, whereof they had no 
Cbnceptiop : The fbrrel l^^g offered me a Root, 
which he held (after their fylanner,, as we iball 
defcribe in its proper Place) between his Hoof and 
Pattern •, I took it in my Hand, and having finek 
it, returned it to him again as civilly as I could. 
He brought pqt of the Taho^s Kennel ^ Piece of 
Afs's Flem, but it fmelt fo offenfively that I turned 
from it with Ipathing ^ he then threw it tp the 2i- 
hoo^ by whom it was greedily devoured. He af- 
terwards ihewed me a Wjfp of Hay, and a Fett- 
|ock full of Oats; but I (hpok my Head, tofignify, 
thaj neither of thefe were Food for me. And in- 
^?d, t now a|)prehendcd, that I mufl abfolutely 
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ftarve, if I did not get to fomc of my dwn Species : 
For, a3 to thofe filthy Taboos^ although there were 
few greater Lovers of Mankind, at |hat Time, 
than my fclf ; yet, I confcls, I never, faw any k^Cu 
tive Being fo de tellable on all Accounts ; and the 
more I came near them, the more hateful they grew, 
while I flayed in that Country. This the Mafter 
Horfe obferved by my Behaviour, and therefore 
fcnt the Taboo back to his Kennel. He then put 
his Fore- hoof to his Mouth, at which I was npmch 
furprized, although he did it with Eafe, and with 
a Motion that appeared perfectly natural i and 
made other Signs to know what I would eat ; but 
I could not return him fuch an Anfwer as he was 
able to apprehend ; and if he had underftood me, 
I did not fee how it was poffible to contrive any 
Way for finding my felf Nourifliment, While 
we were thus engaged, I obferved a Gow pafling 
by ; whereupon I pointed to her, and expreffed a Pe- 
fire to let me go and milk her. This had its Ef^ 
feft ; for he led me back into the Houfe, and or^ 
dered a Mare-fervant to open a Room, where a 
good Store of Milk lay in earthen and woodea 
Veflels, after a very orderly and cleanly Manner, 
She gave me a lar^e Bowl full, of which I drank 
very heartily, and found my fclf well refrelhed. . 
About Noon I faw coming towards the Houfe 
a Kind of Vehicle, drawn like a Sledge, by four 
Taboos. There was in it an old Steed, who feemed 
to be of Quality ; he alighted with his Hind-fcec 
forward, having by Accident got a Hurt in his left 
Fore-foot. He came to dine with our Horfe^ who 
received him with great Civility. They dined ia 
the be0: Room, and had Oats boiled in Milk for 
the feoond Courfe ; which the old Horfc eat warm^ 
but the reft cold. Their Msuigers were placed cis!» 
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cular in the Middle of the Room, and divided into 
fcvcral Partitions, round which they fat on their 
Haunches upon Boffes of Straw. In the Middle was 
a large Rack, with Angles anfwering to every 
Piirtition of the Manger. So that each Horfe and 
Mare eat their own Hay, and their own Maih of 
Oats and Milk, with much Decency and Regula- 
rity. The Behaviour of the young Colt and Fole 
appeared very modeft ; and that of the Mafter and 
Miftreis extremely chearfiil and complaiiant to 
their Gueft:/ The Grey ordered me to ftand by 
him'; and much Dilcourfe pafied between him and 
his Friend (;pncerning me, as I found by the 
Strangers often looking on me, and the frequent 
Reperition of the Word Taboo. 

I HAPPENED to wear my Gloves, which the 
Matter Grey obferving, feemed perplexed ; dit 
covering Signs of Wonder, what I had done to my 
Fore-feet ; he put his Hocrf three or four times to 
them, as if he would fignify^ that I fhould reduce 
them to their former Shape^ which I prefently did, 
pulling off both my Gloves, and putting them into 
my Pocket. This occafioned farther Talk, and I 
faw the Company was pleafed with my Behaviour, 
whereof I fbon found the good Effeds. I was 
ordered to (peak the few Words I underftood ; and 
while they were at Dinner, the Mafter taught me 
the Names for Oats, Milk, Fire, Water, and 
fome others ; which I could readily pronoiincc aft^r 
him ; having from my Youth a great Fatility in: 
learning Languages. ^ ^\ 

When Dinner was done, the Mafter Horfc 
took me afide, and by Signs and Words made me 
underftand the Concern he was in, that I had no- 
thing to eat. Oats in their Tongt^, are calkd 
Mlunnh^ This Word 1 pronounced two or. three 
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Times •, for although I^had refufed them atfirft,yet 
upon fecond Thoughts, I confidered that I could 
contriye to make of, them a Kind of Bread, which ^ 
might be fufEcient with Milk to keep me alive, 
until I could make my Efcape to fome other Coun- 
try, and to Creatures of my own Species. The 
Hoife immediately ordered^ a white Mare-fervant 
of his Family, to bring me a good Quantity of Oap 
in a *rt of wooden Tray, Thefe I heated before 
the Fire as well as I could, and rubbed them until 
the Huflcs came oflF, which I made a Ihift to win- 
now from the Grain ; I ground and beat them be- 
tween two Stones, then took Water, and made 
them into a Pafte or Cake, which I toafted at the 
Fire, and eat warm with Milk. It was at firft a 
very infipid Diet, although common enough ia 
many Parts of Europe^ but grew tolerable by 
Time; an4 having been often reduced to hard 
Fare in my Life, this was not the firft Experiment 
I had made how eafily Nature is fatisfied. And, I 
cannot but obferve, that I never had one Hour's 
Sicknefs, while I ftayed in this Ifland. It is true^ 
I (bmetimes made a Ibift to catch a Rabbit, or a 
Bird, by Springes made, of Taboos Hairs; and I 
often gathered ^holefope Herbs, which I boiled^ 
or eat as Salads with my Bread ; and now and 
then, for a Rarity, I made 'a little Butter, and 
drank the Whey. I was at firft at a great L6fi for 
Salt ; but Cuftom loon reconciled the Want of it ; 
and I am confident, that the frequent ufeof Salt among 
us, is an Effeft of Luxury, and was firft introduced 
only as a Provocative to Drink ; except where it 
is neceflary for prcferving of Flelh in long Voyages, 
or in Places remote from great Markets. - For we 
obferte no Animal to be fond of it but Man : And 
as to my ielf^ when I left this Country, it was a 
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great while before I could endure the Tafte of it in 
any Thing that I cat. 

This is enoqgh to fay upon the Subjeft of my 
Diet, wherewith other Travellers fill their Books, 
as if the Readers were perfonally concerned, whe- 
ther we fare well or ilK However, it was necefla- 
ry to mention this Matter, left the World fhould 
think it impoflfible that I could find Suftenam^ for 
three Years in fuch a Country, and amon^ fuch In^ 
habitants. 

When it grew towards Evening, the Mafter 
Horfc ordered a Place for me to lodge in ; it was 
but fix Yards from the Houie, and feparated from 
the Stable of the Taboos. Here I got fome Straw, 
;ind covering my (elf with my own Cloaths, flept 
very (bund. But I was in a Ihort Time better ac- 
Commodated, as the Reader fhall know hereafter, 
when I come to treat more p^ticularl^ about my 
Way of Living. 
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CHAP. III. ^ 

Ifie Author ftudies to learn the Language^ the 
Houyhnhnm bis Mafter ajftfts in teaching him. 
^e Language defcrihed. Several Houyhnhnms 
of ^ality come o^t of Curioftty to fee the Author. 
He gives his Mafter a Jborf Account of his Voyage. 

lY principal Endeavour was to learn 
the Language, which my Mafter (for 
fo I (hall henceforth call him) and 
his Children, and every Servant of 
his Houfe, were dcfirous to teach me. 
For, they looked upon it as a Prodigy, that a brute 
Animal fliould difcovcr fuch Marks of a rational 
Creature. I pointed to every Thing, and enquir- 
ed the Name of it, which I wrote down in my 
Journal Book when I was alone, and corre^ed my 
pad Accent, by dcliring thofe of the Family to 
pronounce it often.' In this Employment, a Sor* 
rel Nag, one of the under Servants, v^i^s very re^dy 
to aflift me. 

In fpeaking, they pronounce through the Nofc 
find Throat, and their.Language approacheth neareft 
to the liigb-Dutck or German^ Qt any I know in 
Europe '9 but is much more graceful and (igniiicant. 
The Emperor Cbar(ef V. mgde almoft the fame 
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Digitized 



by Google 



tft4 if VOYAGI U she HOVYHSHKWS. 

Obiervadon, when he faid. That if he were to 
ipeak to hb Horfe, it Ihoiild be in Higb^Dutcb. 

Thi Curiofity and Impatience of my Matter 
were fo great, that he fpent many Hours of his 
I^ifure to inftruft me. He was convinced (as he 
afterwards told me) that I mutt be a Tabooy but 
my Teachablenefs, Civility and Cleanlinefg, afto- 
nifhed him; which were Qualities altogether fb 
oppofite to tho(e Animals. He was mott per- 
plexed about my Cloaths, reafoning fometimes 
with higifelf, whether they were a Part of my Bo- 
dy ; for I never pulled them off until the Family 
were afleep, and got them on before they waked 
in the Morning* My Matter was eager to learn 
from whence I came ; how I acquired thofe Ap- 
pearances of Reaibn, which I difcoyered in all my 
A Aions ; and to know my £" '^ 
Mouth, which he hoped he fh 
great Proficiency I made in 
hbuncing their Words and S 
Iny Memory, I formed all I Ic 
h/b Alphabet, and writ the Wt 
Tranflations. This laft, after 
tured to do in my Matter's Prefence. It coft me 
much Trouble to explain to him what I was doing ; 
for the Inhabitants have not the leatt Idea of Books 
or Literature. 

In about ten Weeks Time I was able to under- 
ftand mott of his Queftions ; and in three Months 
could give him fome tolerable Anfwers. He was 
extremely curious to know from what Part of the 
Country I came, and how I was taught to imitate 
a rational Creature; becaufe iht Taboos^ (whom he 
law I exaftly refembled in my Head, Hands and 
Face, that were only vifible,) with fome Appear- 
ance of Gunning) and ibe ftroqgeft Difpbfition to 
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Mifchief, were oblcrved to be the moft unteachabk 
of all Brutes. I anfwered ; that I came over the 
Sea, from a far Place, with many others of my 
own Kind, in a great hollow Veffel made of the 
Bodies of Trees : That, my Companions forced 
me to land on this Coaft, and then left me to fhift: 
for my felf. It was with fome Difficulty, and by 
the Help of many Signs, that I brought him to 
underftand me. He replyed. That I muft needs 
be miftaken, or that I fatd the Thing which was noi^ 
(For they have no Word in their Language to cx- 
prefs Lying or Falfhood.) He knew it was im- 
poffible that there could be a Country beyond the 
Sea, or that a Parcel of Brutes could move a woodca 
Vcffcl whither they pleafed upon Water. He was 
fure no Houybnhnm alive could make fuch a Veffel^ 
or would xxxx^Taboos t6 tnanage it. 

The Word Houybnhnm^ in their Tongue, fig-" 
nifics a Horfi ; and its Etymology, the Perfe^iom 
of Nature. I told my Matter, that I was at a Lofe 
tor Expreflion, but would improve as faft as I. 
could ; and hoped in a fhort Time I (hould be able 
to tell him Wonders: He was pleafed to dired hi$ 
-own Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the Servants of 
the Family to take all Opportunities of inftruAing 
me 5 and every Day for two or three Hours, he 
was at the fame Pains himfelf : Several Horfes and 
Mares of Quality in the Neighbourhood came of- 
ten to our Hcfufe, upon the Report fprcad of a 
wonderful TahoOy that could fpeak like a Houybnhnm^ 
and feemed in his Words and Adions to difcovcr 
fome Glimmerings of Reafon. Thefe delighted 
to converfe with me; they put many Queftions, 
and received fuch Anfwers, as I was able to return. 
fiy all which Advantages, I made fo great a Pro- 
greft, that in five Monthk from tny Arrival, I un* 
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derftood whatever was fpoke^ and could exprefi my 
(elf tolerably well. 

The Heuybnhnms who came tO vifit my Matter^ 
out of a Dcfign of. feeing and talking with me, 
could hardly believe me to be a right Taboo^ be^ 
caufe my Body had a different Covering from o- 
thers of my Kind. They were aftonifhed to ob- 
Icrve rtie without the ufual Hair or Skin, except 
on my Head^ Face and Hands: But I difcovered 
that Secret to my Mailer, upon an Accident, which 
happened about a Fortnight before. 

I HAVE already told the Reader^ that cVery 
Night when the Family were gone to Bed, it wa^ 
my Cuftom to ftrip and cover my felf with my 
Cloaths : It happened one Morning early, that my 
Mafter fcnt for me, by the Sorrel Nag, who was 
his Valet ; when he came, I was faft afleep, my 
.Cloaths fallen oflf on one Side, and my Shirt above 
my Waift I awaked at the Noife he made, and 
obferved him to deliver his Meflage in fonie Difor- 
der ; after which, he went to my Mafter, and in a 
great Fright gave him a very confufed Account of 
what he had fcen: This I prefently difcoveredj 
for going as foon as I was dreffed, to pay my At- 
tendance upoii his Honour, he aiked me the Mean- 
ing of what his Servant had reported ; that I was 
not the fame Thing when I flept as I appeared to be 
at other Times ; tBat his Valet aflured him^ fome 
Part of me was white, fome yellow, at leaft not fo 
white, and fome brown. 

• I H A D hitherto concealed the Secret of my Drefi, 
in order to diftinguifh my felf as much as poffible^ 
from that curfed Race of Taboos ; but now I found 
it in vain to do fo any longer. Befides, I confi- 
dered that my Cloaths and Shoes would foon wear 
out, which already were in a declining Condition, 
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tdd muft be fupplied by fome Contrivance from 
the Hides of Taboos^ or other Brutes ; whereby the 
whole Secret would be known. I therefore told 
my Matter, that in the Country from whence I 
came, thofe of my Kind always covered their Bo^ 
dies with the Haii*s of certain Animals prepared by 
Art, as well for Decency, as to avoid Inclemencies 
of Air both hot and cold 1 of which, as to my own 
Perlbn, I would give him immediate ConVidion, 
if he pleafed to command me 5 only defiring hid 
Excufe, if I did not e^tpofe thofe Parts that Nature 
taught us to conceal. He faid, my Difcourfc was 
all very ftrange, but cfpecially the laft Part ; for 
he could not underftand why Nature fliould teach 
us to conceal what Nature had gi^en. That nei- 
ther himfelf, nor Family, were aftiamed of any 
Parts of their Bodies ; but however I might do as 
I pleafed. Whereupon, I firft unbuttoned my 
Coat, and pulled it off. I did the fame with my 
Waiftcoat; I drew off my Shoes, Stockings, and 
Breeches. I let my Shirt down to my Waift, and 
drew up the Bottom, faftcning it like a Girdle about 
my Middle to hide nrty Nakednefe. 

My Mafter obferved the whole Perforfiiance 
with great Signs of Curiofity and Admiration. He 
took up all my Cloaths in his Paftern, one Piece 
after another, and examined them diligently •, he 
then ftroaked my Body very gently, and looked 
round me feveral Times •, after which he faid, it 
was plain I mud be a perfed Taboo ; but that I 
differed very much from the reft of my Species, in 
the Whitencfs, and Smoothnefs of my Skin, my 
Want of Hair in feveral Parts of my Body, the 
Shape and Shortnefe of my Claws behind and be- 
fore, and my Affedation of walking continually 
on my two hinder Feet* He defired to fee no 
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more ; and gave me Leave to put on my Cloathi 
again, for I was fhuddering with Cold. 

I EXPRESSED my Uncafinefs at his giving me 
fo often the Appellation of TaboOy an odious A- 
nimal, for which I had fo utter an Hatred and 
Contempt. I begged he would forbear applying 
that Word to me, and take the fame Order in his 
Family, and among his Friends whom he fuffered 
to fee me. I rcquefted likewife, that the Secret of 
my having a falfe Covering to my Body might be 
known to none but himfelf, at leaft as long as my 
pre&nt Cloathing (hould lad: For, as to wnat the 
Sorrel Nag, his Valet, had oWcrvcd, his Honour 
might command him to conceal it. 

All this my Mailer very gracioufly confcnted 
to» and thus the Secret was kept until my Cloaths 
began to wear out, which I was forced to fupply 
by feveral Contrivances, that fhall hereafter be 
mentioned. In the mean Time, he defired I would 
go on with my utmoft Diligence to learn their Lan- 
guage, becaufe he was more aftoniftied at my Ca- 
pacity for Speech and Reafon, than at the Figure 
of my Body, whether it were covered or no ; ad- 
ding, that he waited with fome Impatience to hear 
the Wonders which I promifed to tell him. 

From thenceforward he doubled the Pains he 
bad been at to inftrud me i he brought me into 
all Company, and made them treat me with Civi- 
lity, becaufe, as he told them privately, this would 
put me into good Humour, and make me more 
diverting. 

Every Day when I waited on him, befide the 
Trouble he was at in teaching, he would alk me 
fcveral Queftions concerning my felf, which I an- 
f#ered as well as I could; and by thofe Means he 
bad already received fome' general Bdeas, although 
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very impcrfcft. It would be tedious to relate the 
fcveral Steps, by which I advanced to a mofe re- 
gular Converfation : But, the firft Account I gave 
of my felf in any Order and Length, was to this 
.Purpofe : 

That, I came from a very far Country, as I 
already had attempted to. tell him, with about fifty 
.more of ray own Species ; That, we travelled upon 
the Seas, in a great hollow Veffel made of Wood, 
and larger than his Honour's Houfe. I defcribed 
the Ship to him in the bed Terms I could ; and 
explained by the Help of my Handkerchief dif- 
played, how it was driven forward by the Wind. 
That, upon a Quarrel among us, I was fet on 
Shoar on this Coaft, where I walked forward with- 
out knowing whither, until he delivered me from 
the Pcrfecution of thofe execrable Taboos. He 
aflced me. Who made the Ship, and how it was 
poffible that the Houybnbnms of my Country would 
leave it to the Management of Brutes ? My An- 
fwer was, that I durft proceed no farther in my 
Relation, unkfs he would give me his Word and 
Honour that he would not be offended ; and then 
I would tell him the Wonders I had fo often pro- 
mifed. He agreed 5, and I went on by afTuring 
him, that the Ship was made by Creatures like my 
felf, who in all the Countries I had travelled, as 
well as in my own, were the only governing, 
rational Animals ; and that upon my Arrival hi- 
ther, I was as much alionifhed to fee the 
Houybnbnms aft like rational Beings, as he or his 
Friends could be in finding fome Marks of Reafon 
in a Creature he was pleafed to call a Taboo ; to 
which I owned my Refemblance in every Part, 
but could not account for their degenerate and bru- 
tal Nature. I faid farther, that if good Fortune 

Vol. III. U ever 



Digitized 



by Google 



290 A Voyage to the Houyhnhnms. 

ever rcftorcd mc to my native Country, to relate 
my Travels hither, as I refolved to do •, every Bo- 
dy would believe that I faii the Thing which was 
mt\ that I invented the Story out of my own 
Head : And with all poflible Refpedt to himfelf, 
his Family, and Friends, and under his Promife 
of not being offended, our Countrymen would 
hardly think it probable, that a Houybnbnm (bould 
be the prefiding Creature of a Nation, and a 2a- 
boo the Brute. 
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CHAP. IV. 

^be Houyhnhnms Notion of Truth and. Faljhood. 
The 4uthor*s Difcourfe difapproved by his Mafter. 
mbe Author gives a more particular Account of 
himfelfy and the Accidents of his Voyage. 



Y Mafter heard me with great Ap- 
pearances of Uneafmcfs in his Coun- 
tenance ; becaufc doubting or not he- 
lieving^ are fo little known in tbis 
Country, that the Inhabitants cannot 
tell how to behave themfelves under fuch Circum- 
fiances« And, I remember, in frequent Difcourfes 
with my Mafter concerning the Nature of Man- 
hood, in other Parts of the World ; having Oc- 
cafion to talk of Lyings and falfe Reprefentation, it 
was with much Difficulty that he comprehended 
what I meant ; although he had otherwife a moft: 
acute Judgment, For, he argued thus ; That the 
Ufe of Speech was to make us underftand one ano- 
ther, and to receive Information of Fafts ; now, if 
any one faid the Thing which was noty thefe Ends 
were defeated > becaufc, I cannot properly be faid 
to underftand him j and, I am fo far from receiv- 
ing Information, that he leaves me worfe than in 
Ignorance j for I am led to believe a Thing Blacky 
U 2 when 
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whcif it is lVbite\ and Shorty when it is Long. 
And, thefe were all the Notions he had concerning 
that Faculty of Lyingi fo pcrfcftly. well under- 
ftood, and (b univerfailly praftifed among human 
Creatures, 

To return from this t)igrefiion ; when I affert- 
cd^ that die Taboos were the only governing Ani- 
mals in my Country ; which my Matter laid was 
altogether paft his Conception, he delired to know, 
whether we had Houybmnrns among us, and what 
was their Employment: I told him, we had great 
Numbers ; that in Summer they grazed in the 
Fields, and in Winter were kept in Houfcs, with 
Hay and Oats, where 2i^-Servants were cm- 
ployed to rub their Skins fmooth, comb their 
Manes, pick their Feet, ferve them with Food^ 
and make their Beds. I underftaiid you well, fsud 
my Matter; it is now very plain from all you 
have fpoken, that whatever Share of Realbn the 
Taboos pretend to, the Houybnbnms are your Mas- 
ters ; I heartily wifli our Taboos would be fix trac- 
table, I begged his Honour would pleafe to cx- 
cufe me from proceeding any farther, becaufe I 
was very certain that the Account he expeded from 
me would be highly difpleafing. But, he infifted 
in commanding me to let him know the beft and 
the wortt : I xold him he fhould be obeyed. I 
owned, that the Houybnbnms among us, whom we 
called Horfes^ were the mott generous and comely 
Animals we had ; that they excelled in Strength 
and Swiftneis ; and when they belonged to Perfons 
of Quality, emjJoyed in Travelling, Racing, and 
drawing Chariots, they were treated with much 
Ktndnefs and Care, until they f(;ll into Difea(es» 
or became foundered in the Feet 5 but then they 
were fold, and ufed to all Kind of Drudgery until 
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they died ; after which, their Skins were Gripped 
and ibid for what they were worth, and their Bo- 
dies left to be devoured by Dogs and Birds of Prey. 
But, the common Race of Horfes had not fo good 
Fortune, being kept by Farmers and Carriersy and 
other mean People, who put them to greater La- 
bour, and feed them worfe. I dcfcribed, as well 
as I could, our Way of Riding \ the Shape and 
Ufc of a Bridle, a Saddle, a Spur, and a Whip ; 
of Harnefi and Wheels. I added, that we faftened 
Plates of a certain hard Subflance called Iron^ at the 
Bottom of their Feet, to prefervc their Hoofs from 
being broken by the Stony Ways on which we of- 
<en travelled. 

My Mafter, after fome Exprcflions of great In- 
dignation, wondered how wc dared to venture up- 
on a Houybnbnm^s Back ; for he was fure, that the 
meaneft Servant in his Houfe would be able to 
ihakc off the ftrongeft Taboo \ or by lying down, 
and rolling upon his Back, Iqueeze the Brute to 
Death. I anfwered,. That our Horfes were train- 
ed up from three or four Years old to the fcveral 
Ufes wc intended them for ; that, if any of them 
proved intolerably vicious, they were employed 
for Carriages ; that, they were feverely beaten while 
they were young for any mifchievous Tricks : Thar, 
the Males, defigned for the common Ufe of Ride- 
ing or Draught, were generally cafirated about two 
Years after their Birth, to take down their Spirits, 
and make them more tame and gentle : That, they 
were indeed fenfible of Rewards and Puniihments ; 
but his Honour would pleafe to confider, that they 
had not the leaft Tinfture of Reafon any more than 
the Taboos in this Country. 

It put me to the Pains of many Circumlocuti- 
ons to give my Mafter a right Idea of what I ^ke ; 

for 
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for their Language doth not abound in Variety of 
Words, bccaufc their Wants and Pafllons arc fewer 
than among us. But, it is impoflible to exprefs his 
jioble Refentment at our lavage Treatment of the 
Houybnbntn Race \ particularly after I had explain- 
ed the Manner and Ufe of Cajlratin^ Horfcs among 
us, to hinder them from propagating their Kind, 
and to render them more fervile. He faid, if it 
were poflible there could be any Country where 2i- 
boos alone were endued with Realbn, they certain- 
ly mull be the governing Animal, becaufe Realbn 
will in Time always prevail againll brutal Strength. 
But, confidcring the Frame of our Bodies, and et 
pecially of mine, he thought no Creature of equal* 
Bulk, was fo ill contrived for employing that Rea- 
fon in the common Offices of Life ; whereupon he 
defired to know whether thofe among whom I liv* 
ed, refembled me or the Taboos of his Country. I 
affured him, that I was as well Ihaped as moft of 
my Age ; but the younger and the Females were 
much more foft and tender, and the Skhis of the 
latter generally as white as Milk, He laid, I dif- 
fered indeed from other Taboos^ being much more 
cleanly, and not altogether fo deformed ; but in 
Point of real Advantage, he thought I differed for 
the worlc : That, my Nails were of no Ufe either 
to my fore or hinder Feet : As to my fore Fcer,, 
he could not properly call them by that Name, for 
he nevef obferved me to walk upon them \ That, 
they were tpo loft to bear the Ground ; That, I ge-? 
nerally >Yent with them uncovered, neither was the 
Covering I fomeumes wore on them, of the lame 
Shape, or ic} Sftrong as that on my Feet behind : 
That, I could not walk with any Security ; for if 
either of my hinder Feet flipped, I muft inevitably 
fall, ff c then began to find Fault with other Parts 
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oF my Body > the Flatncfi of my Face, the Pro- 
minence of my Nofc, mine Eyes placed dircftly 
in Front, fo that I could not look on either Side 
without turning my Head : That, I was not able to 
feed my felf, without lifting one of my fore Feet 
to my Mouth : And, therefore. Nature had placed 
thofe Joints to anfwer that Neceflicy. He knew 
not what could be the Ufe of thofe feveral Clefts 
and Divifions in my Feet behind \ that thefe were 
too foft to bear the Hardnefs and Sharpnefs of 
Stones, without a Covering made froit) the Skin of 
Ibme other Brute ; That, my whole Body wanted a 
Fence againft Heat and Cold, which I was forced 
to put on and off every Day with Tedioufnels and 
Trouble, And laftly, that he obferycd every A- 
nimal in this Cbuntry naturally to abhor the Taboos, 
whom the weaker avoided, and the itronger drove 
from tl^m. So that fuppofing us to have the Gift 
of Reafon, he could not fee how it were poflible 
to cure that naftiral Aptipatby which every Crea- 
ture difcovered againft us ; nor confequently, how 
we could tame and render them ierviceable. 
However, he would (as he faid) debate the Matter 
no farther, bccauie hp was more defirous to know 
my own Sixuy, the Country, where I was born, and 
the feveral A£Uons and Events of my Life before I 
came hither. 

I ASS tr RED him, how extreamly defirous I was 
that he Oiould be fatisfied in every Point ; but I 
doubted much, whether it wouki be polfible for 
me to eicplain my felf on feveral Subjeds whereof 
his Honour could have no Conception, becaufe ( 
iaw nothic^ in his Country to which I could re« 
femble them. That hawcver> I would do my 
beft, and ftrive to eitprefs my felf by Similitudes, 
humbly defiring his Afliftance when I Wanted 
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proper Words -, which he was plcafcd to promHc 
me. 

I SAID, my Birth was of hdneft Parents, in an 
Ifland called England^ which was remote firom this 
Country, as many Days Journey as the ftrongcft of 
his Honour's Servants could travel in the Annual 
Courfe of the Sun. That, I was bred a Surgeon, 
whofe Trade is to cure Wounds and Hurts in the Bo- 
dy , got by Accident or Violence. That, my Country 
was governed by a Female Man, whom we called 
^een. That, I left it toget Riches, whereby I might 
maintain (ny fclf and Family when i (houid return. 
That, in my laft Voyage, I was Commander of the 
Ship, and had about fifty Taboos under me, many of 
wiiich died at Sea, and I was forced to fupply them 
by others picked out from feveral Nations. That, 
our Ship was twice in Danger of being Amk ; the 
firft Time by a great Storm, and the fccond, by 
ftriking againft a Rock. Here my Mafter intcr- 
pofed, by aflcing me. How I coikl perfiiade 
Strangers ooi of diflferent Countries to venture with 
me, after the Lofles I hadfuftained, and the Hazards 
I had run. I faid, they were Fellows of ddperate 
Fortunes, forced to fly from the Plages of their 
Birth, on Account of their Poverty or their Crimes. 
Some were urtdone by Law Suits •, othcrs^ fpent all 
they had in Drinking, Whoring, and Gaming; 
others fled for Treafbn ; many for Murder, Theft, 
Poyfoning, Robbery, Perjury, Forgery, Coining 
falfe Money ; for committing Rapes or Sodomy j 
for flying from their Colours, or deferting the Ene- 
my 5 and moft of them had broken Prifon. None 
of thcfe durfl: return to their native Q>una*ies for 
fear of being hanged, or of fl:arving in a Jail ; 
and therefore were under a NeccflSty of fccking a 
Livelihood in other Places^ * 
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During this Difcourfe, my Matter waspleafed 
often to interrupt inc. I had madcUfc of many 
Circumlocutions, in defcribing to him the Nature of 
the fever^l! Crimes, for which moft of our Crew 
had been forced to fly their Country. This Labour 
took up fcVeral Days Converfation before he was a- 
ble to comprehend me. He was wholly at a Lofe 
to know what could be theUfe or Neceffity of prac- 
tifing thofe Vices. To clear up which, I endea- 
voured to give him fome Ideas of the Defire of 
Power and Riches ; of the terrible EfFefts of Luft, 
Intemperance, Malice, and ^nvy. All this I was 
forced to define and defcribe by putting of Cafes, 
and making Suppofitions. After which, like one 
whofe Imagination was ftruck with fomething never 
feen or heard of before, he would lift up his Eyes 
with Amazement and Indignation. Power, Go- 
vernment, War, Law, Punifliment, and a thbii- 
fand other Things, had no Terms, wherein that 
Language couM exprefs them ; which made the 
Difiiculty almoft infuperable to give my Matter 
any Conception of what I meant : But, being of an 
excellent Undcrftanding, much improved by Con- 
templation and Converfe, he at laft arrived at a 
competent Knowledge of what human Nature in 
our Parts of the World is capable to perform ; and 
defired I would give him fome particular Account 
of that Land, which we call Europe efpecially of 
my own Country. 
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C H A p. V. 

Jie Jutbor^ at bis Majler^s Commands j informs bim 
of tbe State of England. The Caufes of JVar 
among tbe Princes of Europe, ^e Author hi- 
gins to explain tbe Englifh Confiitution. 

[HE Reader may pleafe to ohfcnre, 
that the following Extraft of many 
Converfations I had with my Matter, 
cantons a Summary of the moft ma- 
terial Point% which were difcouried 
at feveral Times for above two Years ; his Honour 
often defiring fuller Satisfaction, as I farther improved 
in the Houybnbnm Tongue. I laid before him, as 
well as I could, the whole State oi Europe ; I dif- 
courfed of Trade and ManufaAures, of Arts and 
Sciences; and the Anfwers I gave to all the Qu^- 
ft ions he madc^ as they arofe upon feveral Sutgcft% 
were a Fund of Converfation not to. be exhaufted* 
But, I fliall here only fct dawn the Subftance of 
what paffed between us concerning my own Coun- 
try, reducing it into Order as well as I can, with- 
out any Regard to Time or other Circumftances^ 
while 1 ftridlly adhere to Truth. My only Con- 
cern is, that I fhall hardly be abl« to do Juftice to 
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my Mafter's Argumenb and Expreffions, which 
rouft needs fuffer by my Want of Capacity, as well 
as by a Tranflation into our barbarous Englijh. 

Im Obedience therefore to his Honour's Com- 
mands, I related to him the Revolution under the 
Prince of Orange ; the long War with France ^ en- 
tered into by the faid Prince, and renewed by his 
Succeflbr the prefent QJUEEN; wherein the 
greateft Powers of Chriftendom were engaged, and 
which ftill continued : I computed, at his Requeft, 
that about a Million of Taboos might have been 
killed in the whole Progrefs of it ; and perhaps a 
hundred or more Cities taken, and five times as^ 
many Ships burnt or funk. 

He afked me what were the ufual Caufes or Mo- 
tives, that made one Country go to War with ano- 
ther. I anfwered they were innumerable -, but I 
ihould only mention a few of the chief. Some- 
times the Ambition of Princes, who never think 
they have Land or People enough to govern : 
Sometimes the Corruption of Minifters, who en- 
gage their Matter in a War, in order to ftifle or 
divert the Clamour of the SubjeAs againft their 
evil Adminiftration. Difference in Opinions hath 
coft many Millions of Lives : For Inflance, whe- 
ther Flejb be Bread, or Bread be Flefh : Whether 
the Juice of a certain Berry be Blood or Wine : 
Whether WbtfUing be a Vice or a Virtue : Whether 
it be better to kifs a Poft, or throw it into the Fire : 
What is the bcft Colour for a Coat, whether Black, 
Whitey Red, or Grey, and whether it fhould be 
long or Jhart, narrow or nvide, dirty or clean ; 
wuh many more. Neither are any Wars fo furious 
»nd bloody, or of fo long Continuance, as thofe 
occafioned by difference in Opinion, efpecially if it 
Ik |n Tl^in^s indiflferent, 
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Sometimes die Quarrel between two Princes 
is to decide which of them Ihall difpoflfels a Third of 
his Dominions, where neither of them pretend to 
afty Right. Sometimes one Prince quarrclleth with 
ainother^ for fear the other fbould quarrel with 
btm. Sometimes a War is entered upoh, becaufe 
the Enemy is too firong^ and fometimes becaufe he 
is too weak. Sometimes our Ne^hbours want the 
yJwjf 5 which we have^ or have the Things which 
we want ; and we both fight, until they cake ours, 
or give us theirs. It is a very juftifiable Caufe of 
War, to invade a Country after the People have been 
wafted by Famine, deftroyed by Peftilence, or em- 
broiled by Fadions amongft themfeivcs. It is jufti- 
fiable to enter into a War againft our neareft Ally, 
when one of his Towns lie convenient for us, or 
a Territory of Land, that would render our Domi- 
nions round and compa£k. If a Prince fend Forces 
into a Naticm, where the People are poor and igno-, 
rant, he may lawftilly put half of them to Death, 
and make Slaves of the reft, in order to civilize and 
reduce them from their barbarous Way of Living. 
It b a very kingly, honourable, and frequent Prac- 
tice, when one Piincc deCres the Affiftance of an- 
other to iecure him againft ^n Invalion, that the 
Afliftant, when he hath driven out the Invader, 
fhould feize on the Dominions himielf, and kilt, 
imprilbn, or banifli the Prince he came to relieve. 
Alliance by Blood or Marriage, is a fufficient 
Caufe of War between Princes ; and the nearer the 
Kindred is, the greater is their Difpofition to quar- 
rel : Poor Nations are hungry^ and rich Nations 
are proud \ and Pride and Hunger will ever be at 
Variance. For thefe Reafbns, the Trade of a SoU 
iter is held the moft honourable of all others : Be- 
caufe a Soldier is a Ta}m hired to kill in cold Blood 
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as many of his own Species, who have never of- 
fended him, as poffibly he can. 

There is likewife a Kind of beggarly Prince ia 
EuropCy not able to make War by themfelves, who 
hire out their Troops to richer Nations for fo much 
a Day to each Man ; of which they keep three 
Fourths to themfelves, and it is the bcft Part of 
their Maintenance ; fuch are thofe in many Northern 
Parts of Europe. 

What yoii have told me (faid my Matter) 
upon the Subjed of War, doth indeed difcover 
mofl: admirably the EflfeAs of that Reafon you 
pretend to : However, it is happy that the Shame is 
greater than the Danger ; and that Nature hath left 
ypu utterly uncapable of doing much Mifchief: 
For, your Mouths lying flat with your Faces, you 
can hardly bite each other to any Purpofe, unlefs 
by Confcnt. Then, as to the Claws upon your 
Feet before and behind, they arc fo Ihort and ten- 
der, that one of our Taboos would drive a Dozen 
of yours before him- And therefore, in recounting 
the Numbers ^f thofe who have been killed in 
Battle, I cannot but think, that you have faid the 
Thing vfhkb is not. 

I COULD not forbear Ihaking my Head and fmi- 
ling a little at his Ignorance. And, being no 
Stranger to the Art of War, I gave him a Dc- 
icription of Cannons, Culverines, Mulkets, Cara* 
bines, Piftois, Bullets,. Powder, Swords, Bayo- 
nets, Sieges, Retreats, Attacks, Undermines, 
Countermines, Bombardments, Sea-fights ; Ships 
funk with a thoufand Men ; twenty thoufand killed 
on each Side ; dying Groans, Limbs flying in the 
Air: Smoak, Noife, ConfuGon, trampling to 
Death under Horfes Feet : Flight, Pijrfuit, Vic- 
tory: Fields ftrcwed witli Carcafes left for Food to 
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Dogs, and Wolves, and Birds of Prey ; Plunder* 
ing. Stripping, Ravifhing, Burning and Deftroy- 
ing. And, to fet forth the Valour of my own 
dear Countrymen, I affured him, that I had fcen 
them blow up a hundred Enemies at once in a 
Siege, and as many in a Ship ; and beheld the dead 
Bodies drop down in Pieces from the Clouds, to ihic 
great Diverfion of all the Speftators. 

I WAS going on to more Particulars, when my 
Mafter commanded me Silence. H? faid, whoever 
undcrftood the Nature of Taboos^ might eafily be^ 
Keve it poffible for fb vile an Animal, to be capa- 
ble of every Aftion I had named, if their Strength 
and Cunning equalled their Malice, But, as my 
Difcourfe had increafed the Abhorrence of the 
whole Species, fo he found it gave him a Diftur- 
bance in his Mind, to which he was wholly a 
Stranger before. He thought his Ears being ufed 
to fuch abominable Words, might by Degrees ad- 
mit them with left Deteftation. That, although 
he hated the Tabevs of this Country, yet he no more 
blamed them for their odious Qualities, than he did 
a Gnnayb (a Bird of Prey) for its Cruelty, or a 
Iharp Stone for cutting his Hoof. But, when a 
Creature pretending to Reafon, could be capable of 
fuch Enormities, he dreaded, left the Corruption 
of that Faculty, might be worfc than Brutality it- 
felf. He feemed therefore confident, that inftead 
of Reafon, we were only poffcffed of fome Qua- 
lity fitted to increafe our natural Vices; as the 
Refle6tion from a troubled Stream, returns the Image 
of an ill-fliapen Body, not only large^ but more 
dijlorted. 

He added. That he had heard too much upon 
the Subject of War, both in this, and fome formei; 
Difcourfes. There was another Point which a 
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little perplexed him at prefent. I had faid, that 
fume of our Crew left their Country on Account of 
being ruined by Law: That, I had already explained 
the Meaning of the Word ; but he was at a Lois 
how it (hould come to pais, that the Law which 
was intended for every Man's Prefcrvation, (hould 
be any Man^s Ruin, Therefore, he defired to be 
farther fatisfied what I meant by Lawy and the Dit 
penfcrs therccrf, according to the prefent Pnufticc 
an nay own Country : Bccaufc he thought. Nature 
and Reafon were iufficient Guides for a reafonable 
Animal, as we pretended to be, in ihewing us what 
we ought to do, and what to avoid. 

I ASSURED his Honour, that Law was a Science 
wherein I had not much converfcd, further than 
by employing Advocates, in vain, upon fome In- 
juftices tl»t had been done me. However, I w<Mild 
give him all the Satisfadtion I was able. 

I SAID, there was a Society of Men among us, 
bred up from their Youth in the Art of proving, by 
Words multiplied for the Purpofe, that fVbite is 
Blacky and Black is WbUe^ according as they arc 
paid« To this Society all the reft of the People arc 
Slaves. 

For Example, if my Neighbour hath a Mind 
to my Cow^ he hireth a Lawyer to prove that he 
ought to have my Cow from me. I muft then hire 
another to defend my Right ; it being againft all 
Rules of Law that any Man (hould be allowed to 
ipeak for himfelf. Now, in this Cafe, I who am 
the true Owner, lie under two great Difadvancages. 
Firft, my Lawyer being pradifed almoft from his 
Cradle in defending Falfhood ; is quite out of his 
Element when he would be an Advocate for Juftice, 
which as an Office unnatural, he always attempts 
with great Aukwardnels, if not with 111- will. 
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The fecond Difadvantage is, that my Lawyer 
muft proceed with great Caution : Or elfe, he will 
be reprimanded by the Judges, and abhorred by 
his Brethren, as one who would leflcn the Pradbice 
of the Law. And therefore, I have but two 
Methods to prcferve my Cow. The firft is, to gain 
over my Adverfary's Lawyer with a double Fee ; 
who will then betray his Client, by infinuating that 
he hath Juftice on his Side. The fecond Way is, 
for my Lawyer to make my Caufe appear as unjuft 
as he can ; by allowing the Cow to belong to my 
Adverfary ; and this, if it be Ikilfully done, will 
certainly befpeak the Favour of the Bench. 

Now, your Honour is to know, that thefc 
Judges are Perfons appointed to dcdde all Contro- 
verfies of Property, as well as for the Tryai of 
Criminals ; and picked out from the mofl: dextrous 
Lawyers, who are grown oU or lazy : And j having 
been byaffed all their Lives againft Truth and 
Equity, lie under fuch a fatal Neceffity of favouring 
Fraud, Pferjury^ and Oppreffion ; that I have 
known fome of them to have refufed a large. Bribe 
from the Side where Juftice lay, rather than injure 
the Faculty, by doing any Thing unbecoming their 
Nature or their Office. 

It is a Maxim among thefe Lawyers, that 
whatever hath been done before, may legally be 
done again : And, therefore they take fpecial Care to 
record all the Decifions formerly made againft 
common Juftice, and the general Reafon of Man- 
kind. Thefe, under the Name of Precedents, 
they produce as Authorities to juftify the moft 
iniquitous Opinions ; and the Judges never fail of 
direfting accordingly. 

In pleading, they ftudioudy avoid entering into 
the Merits of the Caufe 5 but are loud, violent and 
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tedious in dwelling upon all Circumjlances which 
are not to the Purpofe. For Inftance, in the Cafe 
already mentioned: They never defire to know 
what Claim or Title my Adverfary hath to my 
Cow \ but whether the fard Cow were red or black ; 
her Horns long or fliort ; whether the Field I graze 
her in be round or fquare j whether ftie were 
milked at home or abroad ; what Difeafcs flie is 
fubjed to, and the like. Alter which, they con- 
fult PrecedaitSy adjourn the Caufe, from Time to 
Time, and in ten, twenty, or thirty Years come 
CO an IITue. 

It is likewife to be obfcrved, that this Society 
hath a peculiar Cant and Jargon of their own, that 
no other Mortal can underftand, and wherein all 
their Laws are written, which they take fpecial 
Care to moldply ; whereby they have Wholly con- 
founded the very Eflence of Truth and Falfbood, 
of Right and Wrong ; fo that it will take thirty 
Years to decide whether the Field, left nle by my 
Anceftors for fix Generations, belong to me, or to 
a Stranger three hundred Miles off. 

In the Tryal of Perfons accufed fpr Crimes 
againft. the State^ the Method is much more Ihort 
and commendable: The Judge fir ft fends to found 
the DifpoGtion of thofe in Power 5 ^fter which he 
can eafily hang or favc the Criminal, fl:ridly pre- 
ferving all the Forms of Law. 

Here my Matter interpofing, faid it was a Pity, 
that Creatures endowed with fuch prodigious Abi- 
lities of Mind as thefe Lawyers, by the Dcfcrip- 
tion I gave of them, mutt certainly be, were not 
rather encouraged to be Inftruftcrs of others in 
Wifdom and Knowledge. In Anfwer to which, 
I affured his Honour, that in all Points out of 
their own Trade, they were ufqally the moft ig- 
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noranc and ftupid Generation among us, the moft 
defpicable in common Converfation, avowed Ene- 
mies to all Knowledge and Learning ; and equally 
difpofed to pervert the genera! Reafon of Mankind, 
in every other Subject of Difcourfe, as in that of 
their own Profeflion. 
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CHAP. VI, 

A Continuation of the State of England, under 
^een ANNE. The Character of a firjl Mi- 
ntfler in the Courts of Europe. 

|Y Mafter was yet wholly at a Lofs 
to underftand what Motives could 
incite this Race of Lawyers to per- 
plex, difquiet, and weary themfclves 
by engaging in a Confederacy of 
Injuftice, merely for the Sake of injuring their 
Fellow- Animals ; neither could he comprehend 
what I meant in faying they did it for Hire. 
"Whereupon I was at much Pains to defcribe to him 
the Ufe of Money^ the Materials it was made of, 
and the Value of the Metals : That, when a Tahoo 
had got a great Store of this precious Subftance, 
he was able to purchafe whatever he had a Mind 
to ; the fineft Cloathing, the noblell Houles, great 
Trads of Land, the moft coftly Meats and Drinks; 
and have his Choice of the moft beautiful Females. 
Therefore, fincc Money alone was able to perform 
all thefe Feats, our raboos thought, they could 
jiever have enough of it to fpend or to fave, as 
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they found thcmfclvcs inclined from their natural 
Bent cither to Profufion or Avarice. That, the- 
rich Man enjoyed the Fruit of the poor Man^s 
Labour, and the latter were a thoufand to one in 
Proportion to the former. That, the Bulk of out 
People was forced to live miferably, by labouring 
every Day for fmall Wages, to make a few live plen- 
tifully. I enlarged my ielf much on thefe and ma* 
ny other Particulars to the fame Purpofe : But his 
Honour was ftill to feek : For he went upon a 
Suppofition, that all Animals had a Title to their 
Share in the Produilions of the Earth ; and efpeci- 
alJy thofe who prefided over the reft. Therefore, 
he dcfired I would let him know what thefe coftly 
Meats were, and how any of us happened to want 
them. Whereupon I enumerated as many Sorts as 
came into my Head, with the various Methods of 
drefling them, which could not be done without 
fending Vcflcls by Sea to every Part of the World, 
as well for Liquors to drink, as for Sauces, and in- 
numerable other Conveniencies. I aflured him, 
that this whole Globe of Earth muft be at leaft 
three Times gone round, before one of our better 
Female Taboos could get her Breakfaft, or a Cup to 
put it in. He faid, that muft needs be a mifcrable 
Country which cannot furnifti Food for its own In- 
habitants. But, what he chiefly wondered at, was 
how fuch vaft Trads of Ground, as I defcribcd, 
Ihould be wholly without Irejh water ^ and the 
People put to the Neceffity of fending over the 
Sea for Drink. I replied, that England (the dear 
Place of my Nativity j was computed to prbduce 
three Times the Quantity of Food, more than its 
Inhabitants are able to confume, as well as Liquors 
cxtrafted from Grain, or prefled out of the Fruit of 
certain Trees, which made excellent Drink ; and 
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the lame Proportion m every other Convenience 
of Life. But, in order to feed the Luxury and In- 
temperance of the MaleSj^ and the Vanity of the 
Females, we fcnt away the greatcft Part ot our ne* 
ceffary Things to other Countries, from whence iri 
l^cturn we brought the Materials of Difeafes, Fol- 
ly, and Vice, to Ipend among our felves. Hence 
it follows K^ Neceflity, that vaft Numbers of our 
People are compelled to feck their Livelihood by 
Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating, Pimping, 
Forfwearing, Flattering, Suborning, Forging, 
Gaming, Lying, Fawning, Hedtoring, Voting, 
Scribling, Stargazing, Poyfoning, Whoring^ 
Canting, Libelling, Free-thinking, and the like 
Occupations : Every one of which Terms, I was 
at much Pains to make him underftand. 

That, Wine was not imported among us from 
foreign Cbuntries, to fupply the Want of Water or 
other Drinks, but becauie it was a Sort of Liquid 
which made us merry, by putting us out of our 
Senfes ; diverted all melancholy Thoughts, begat 
wild extravagant Imaginations in the Brain, raifed 
our Hopes, and baniflied our Fears •, fufpended e^ 
very Office of Reafon for a Time, and deprived us 
of the Uie of our Limbs, until we fell into a pro- 
found Sleep ; although it muft be confeiied, that we 
always awaked fick and difpirited ; and that the 
Uie of this Liquor filled us with Difeafes, which 
made our Lives uncomfortable and (hort. 

But, bcfide all this, the Bulk of our People fup- 
ported themfelves by furnilhing the Neceilities or 
ConvenieHcies of Life to the Rich, and to each 
other. For Inftance, when I am at home and 
drelTod as 1 ought to be, I carry on my Body the 
Workmanfliip of an hundred Tradefmen ; the 
Building and Fumitiu'e of my Houfe employ as 
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many more ; and five Times the Number to adorn 
my Wife, 

I WAS going on to tell him of another Sort of 
People, who get their Livelihood by attending the 
Sick 5 having upon fome Occafions informed his 
Honour that many of my Crew had died of Dif- 
eafcs : But here it was with the utmoft Difficulty 
that I brought him to apprehend what I meant. 
He could eafily conceive, that a Houybnbnm grew 
weak and heavy a few Days before his Death ; or 
by fome Accident might hurt a Limb. But, that 
Nature, who worketh all Things to Perfeftion, (hould 
fuSer any Pains to breed ia our Bodies, he thought 
impoflible ; and defired to know the Reafon of 
fo unaccountable an Evil. I told him, we fed on a 
thoufand Things which operated contrary to each 
other : That, we eat when we were not hungry, and 
drank without the Provocation of Thirft : That, 
we fat whole Nights drinking ftrong Liquors with- 
out eating a Bit ; which difpofed us to Sloth, cn- 
jlamed our Bodies, and precipitated or prevented 
Digeftion. That, proftitute Female Taboos ac- 
quired a certain Malady, which bred Rottenncfs in 
the Bones of thofe, who fell into their Embraces : 
That, this and many other Difeafes, were propaga- 
ted from Father to Son ; fo that great Numbers 
come into the World with complicated Maladies 
upon them : That, it would be endlefs to give him 
a Catalogue pf all Difeafes incident to human Bo- 
dies ; for they could not be fewer than five or fix 
hundred, fpread over every Limb, and Joint : In 
Ihort, every Part, external and inteftine, having 
Difeafes appropriated to each. To remedy which, 
there was a Sort of People bred up among us, in the 
Profeflion or Pretence of curing the Sick, -^d, 
t)(a(ufe I had fome Skill in the Faqultys I would, 
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in Gratitude to his Honour, let him know the 
whole Myftery and Method by which they proceed. 

Their Fundamental is, that all Difcafes arife 
from Repletion ; from whence they conclude, that 
a great Evacuation of the Body is neceflary, cither 
through the natural Pafl[kge, or upwards at the 
Mouth, Their next Bufinefs is, from Herbs, Mi- 
nerals, Gums, Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, Sea-weed, 
Excrements, Barks of Trees, Serpents, Toads, Frogs, 
Spiders, dead Mens Flcfh and Bones, Beads and 
Filhes, to ^orm a Compofition for Smell and Tafte 
the mod abominable, naufeous and deteftable, that 
they can poffibly contrive, which the Stomach im- 
mediately rejefts with Loathing : And, this they call 
a Vomit. Or elfe from the fame Store-houfc, with 
fome other poyfonous Additions, they command la 
to take in at the Orifice abon^e or below (juft as the 
Phyfician then happens to be difpofed) a Medicine 
equally annoying and difguftful to the Bowels; 
which relaxing the Belly, drives down all before it i 
And this they call a Purge^ or a Clyfier. For Na- 
ture (as the Phyficians alledge) having intended the 
fuperior anterior Orifice only for the Intromiffion 
of Solids and Liquids, and the inferior Pofterior for 
Ejeftion ; thefe Artifts ingcnioufly confidering, that 
in all Difeafes Nature is forced out of her Seat 5 
therefore, to replace her in it, the Body muft be 
treated in a Manner diredly contrary, by inter- 
changing* the Ufe of each Orifice ; forcing Solids 
and Liquids in at the Anusy and making Evacuar 
tipns at the'Mouth. 

But, befides real Oi&afes, we are fubjc6t to 
many that are only imaginary, for which the Phy- 
ficians have invented Imaginary Cures •, thefe have 
their fevcral Names, and fo have the Drugs that 
are proper for them -, and with thefe our Female 
Taboos are always infcftcd, Omx 
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One great Excellency in this Tribe is their Skill 
at PrognoJlickSf wherein they feldom fail; their 
Predictions in real Difeafes, when they rife to any 
Degree of Malignity, generally portending Death j 
which is always in their Power, when Recovery is 
not : And therefore, upon any unexpcftcd Signs of 
Amendment, after they have pronounced their Sen- 
tence, rather than be accufed as falfe Prophets, they 
know how to approve their Sagacity to the World 
by a fcafonable Dofe. 

They are likewife of fpecialUfc to Hufbanda 
and Wives, who arc grown weary of their Mates; 
to cldeftSons, to great Minifters^of State, and of- 
ten to Princes. 

I HAD formerly upon Occafion difcourfed with 
my Matter upon the Nature of Government in ge- 
neral, and particularly of our own excellent Confii- 
tuiim^ defervedly the Wonder and Envy of the 
whole Workl. But having here accidentally men- 
tioned a Minijlerof State ; he commanded me fome 
Time after to inform him, what Species of Taboo I 
pgrtiailarly meant by that Appellation. 

I TOLD him, that a Firfi or Chief Mimfier of 
Siate^ whom I intended to defcribe, was a Creature 
wholly exempt from Joy and Grief, Love and Ha- 
tred, Pity and Anger j at lead makes Ufe of no o-» 
ther Paffions but a violent Dcfire of Wealth, Power,, 
and Titles : That, he applies his Words to all Ufes, 
except to the Indication of his Mind : That, he 
never tells a Truthy but with an Intent that you 
Ihould take it for a Lye % nor a Lye^ but' with a Dc- 
fign that you Ihould take j; for a ^rutb ; that thofe 
he fbe^ks word of behind their Bapks) arc in the 
fiU'eOi Way to Preferment ; ^^d whenever be begins 
(o praifc ypw to others or to your f^lf, yoq ^c from 
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that Day forlorn. The worft Mark you can re-* 
ceive is a Promife^ efpecially when it is confirmed 
with an Oath ; after which every wife Man retires, 
and gives overfall Hopes. 

There are three Methods by which a Man 
may rife to be a Chief Miniftcr: The firft is, by 
knowing how with Prudence to difpofc of a Wife, 
a Daughter, or a Sifter : The fecond, by betraying 
or undermining his Predcc^ffor : And the third is, 
by a furious Ztal in publick Affemblies againft the. 
Corruptions of the Court. But a wife Prince would 
rj^ther chufe to. employ thofe who pradife the laft 
of thefe Methods ; becaufe fuch Zealots prove al- 
inrays the moft obfequious and fubfervient to the 
Will and Paflions of their Maften That, thefe 
Mmifters having all Employments at their Difpofal, 
prcferve th^mfclvtr in Pbwer by bribing the Ma- 
jority of a Senate, or gtieat Council ; and at laft by 
an Expedient callol an A£t of Indemnity (whereof 
I defcribed the Nattne to him) they fecure them- 
felves firom Aftor-Rockonings, and retire from the 
Fublkk, ladoi with the S|x)ils of the Nation. 

The. Palace of a Cbi^ Mnijkrj is a Seminary, 
to breed up otheii^ in his own Trade: The Pages,, 
Laa|aies, and Portir, by imitating theu* Matter, 
become Mim/hers of State in their feveral Diftri&s, 
and learn to excel in the three principal Ingredients^ 
of InjUemej Lyhig^ and Bribery. Accordingly, 
they Imve n S^akem Court paid to them by Perfons 
of the beft Rank; and fometimes by the Force of 
Deitterity atui Impudence, arrive through feveral 
Gradation^ to be Socxeflbrs to their Lord. 

HjE isJ ufiially governed by a decayed Wench, 
or favourite Footman, who are the Tunnels through 
wWcfe all Qracta we conveyed, and may properly 
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be called, in the lafi Reforty the Governors of the 
Kingdom. 

On b Day, my Mafter, having heard me men- 
tion the Nobility of my Country, was plcafcd to 
make me a C)mplimcnt which I could not pretend 
todeferve: That, he was fure, I muft have, been 
born of fome noble Family, becaufe I far exceeded 
in Shape, Colour, and Cleanlinefe, all the Taboos of 
Lis Nation, although I feemed to fail in Strength, 
and Agility, which muft be imputed to my difii> 
rent Way of Living from thofe other Brutes ; and 
befidcs, I was not only endowed with the Faculty 
of Speech, but likewifc with fome Rudiments of 
Reafon, to a Degree, that with all his Acquaintance' 
I paffed for a Prodigy. 

He made me obferve, that among the 
HouyhnbnmSy the fFbite^ the Sorrel, and the Iron^ 
Grey, were not fo exa<5t!y (haped as the Bayj the 
Dapple-Grey, and the Black -y nor born with equal 
Talents of Mind, or a Capacity to improve them ; 
and therefore continued always in the Condition of 
Servants, without ever afpiring to match out of 
tiieir own Race, which in that Country would be 
reckoned mbnftrous and unnatural. 

I MADE his Honour my moft humble Acknow- 
ledgments for the good Opinion he was pleaied to 
conceive of me ; but affured him at the fame Time, 
that my Birth was of the lower Sort, having been 
bom of plain, honeft Parents, who were joft able 
to give me a tolerable Education : That, Nobility 
among us was akogether a different Thing from the 
Idea he had of it : That, our young Noblemen are 
hrcd from their Childhood in Idlenefs and Luxury : 
That, as foon as Years will permit, they confume 
their Vigour, and cqntrad odious Difeafes among 
lewd Fernalcs j and when their Fortunes arc almoft 
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ruined, they marry fome Woman of mean Birth, 
diCigreeablc Perfon, and unfound Conftitution, 
merely for the Sake of Money, whom they hate and 
dcfpife: That, the ProduAion of fuch Marriages 
j^re generally fcrophulous, rickety, or deformed 
Children 5 by which Means the Family feldom 
continues above three Generations, unlels the Wife 
take Care to provide a healthy Father among her 
Neighbours, or Domefticks, in order to improve 
and continue the Breed : That, a weak difeafed 
Body ,^ a meager Countenance, and fallow Com- 
plexiout are the true Marks of noble Blood \ and a 
heakhy robuft Appearance is fo difgraceful in a Man 
of Quality, that the World concludes his real Fa- 
ther to have been a Groom or a Coachman. The 
Impcrfcdions of his Mind run parallel with thofe of 
his Body ; being a Compofition of Spleen, Dulneis, 
Ignorance, Caprice, Senfuality, and Pride. 

Without the Confcnt of this illuftrious Body, 
no Law can be enaAed, repealed, or altered : And 
thefe Nobles have likewife the Decifion of all our 
Pofieflions without Appeal. 
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CHAP. VIL 

^be Author^ s great hove of bis Native Country. 
His Mafter^s Obfervations upon the Conftitution 
and Adminijiration of England, as defcribed by 
the Author^ with parallel Cafes and Comparifom. 
His Majler's Obfervations upon human Nature. 

E Reader may be difpofcd to won- 
ir how I could prevail on my felf 
give fo free a Reprefentation of 
y own Species, among a Race of 
xriortals who ^ere already too apt to 
conceive the vileft Opinion of human Kind, from 
that entire Congruity betwixt me and their Taboos. 
But, I muft freely confefs, that the many Virtues of 
thofc excellent ^adrupeds placed in oppofite View 
to human Corruptions, had fo far opened mine 
Eyes, and enlarged my Underftanding, that I be- 
gan to view the A6lions and Paffions of Man in a 
very different Light ; and to think the Honour of 
my own Kind not worth managing ; which, be- 
fides, it was impoffible for me to do before a Per- 
fon of fo acute a Judgment as my Mafter, who 
daily convinced me of a thoufand Faults in my felf, 
whereof I had not the leaft Perception before, and 
which with us would never be numbered, even 
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among human Infirmities. I had likewife learned 
from his Example an utter Deteftation of all Falfc- 
hood or Difguife ; and Itrutb appeared fo amiable 
to mc, that I determined upon facrificing every 
Thing to it. 

Let me deal fo candidly with the Reader, as to 
confefe, that there was yet a much ftronger Motive 
for the Freedom I took in my Reprefentation cf 
Things. I had not been a Year in this Country, 
before I contrafted fuch a Love and Veneration few 
the Inhabitants, that I entered on a firm Refolutioo 
never to return to human Kind, but to pafs the 
reft of my Life among thefe admirable Houyhnhnms^ 
in the Contemplation and Praftice of every Virtue % 
where I could have no Example or Incitement to 
Vice. But it was decreed by Fortune, my perpe- 
tual Enemy^ that fo great Felicity fhould not fall 
to my Share. However, it is now fome Comfort 
to refledt, that in what I faid of my Countrymen, 
I extenuated their Faults as much as I durft before 
fo ftrift an Examiner ; and upon every Article, 
g2ivt^ favourable a Turn, as the Matter would bear. 
For, indeed, who is there alive that will not be 
fwayed by his Byais and Partiality to the Place of 
his Birth? 

I HAVE related the Subftance of feverai Convcr- 
fations I had with my Matter, during the greateft: 
Part of the Time I had the Honour to be in his Ser*- 
vice ; but have indeed for Brevity Sake omitted 
much more than is here fet down. 

When I had anfwered all his Queftions, and 
his Curiofity feemed to be fully fatisfied ; he fcnt 
for me one Morning early, and commanding mc 
to fit down at fome Diftance, (an Honour whidi 
he had never before conferred upon me) he faid, he 
had been very ferioufly confidcring my whole Story^ 
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as far as it related both to my felf and my Country : 
That, he looked upon us as a Sort of Animals to 
whofe Share, by what Accident he could not con?- 
jtfture, fome fmall Pittance of Reafon had fallen, 
whereof we made no other Ufe than by its , Affif- 
tance to aggravate our natural Corruptions, and 
to acquire new ones which Nature had not given 
us : That, we difermed our felves of the few A- 
bilities fhe had beftowed ; had been very fucccfsful 
in multiplying our original Wants, and fcemed ta 
fpcnd our whole Lives in vain Endeavours to fup- 
^y them by our own Inventions : That, as to my 
klf, it was manifeft I had neither -the Strength or 
Agility of a common Taboo: That, I walked in- 
firmly on my hinder Feet -, had found out a Con- 
trivance to make my Claws of no Ufe or Defence^ 
and to remove the Hair from my Chin, which was 
intended as a Shelter from the Sun and the Weather. 
Laftly, That I could neither run with Speed, nor 
climb Trees like my Brethren (as he called chem) 
the Taboos in this Country* 

That, our Jnftitutions of Government and Lai» 
were plainly owing to our grols DefeAs in Reafon^ 
and by Confequencc, in Virtue •, becaufe Reafon 
alone is fufficieht to govern a rational Creature ; 
which was therefore a Charafter we had np Pretence 
to challenge, even from the Account I had given 
of my own People ; although he nrmnifeftly per- 
ceived, thit in order to favour them, I had con- 
cealed many Particulars, and often faid tbe 7bin^ 
.wbicb was not. 

He was the more confirmed in this Opinion, 
becaufe he obferved, that as I agreed in eyiery Fea- 
ture of my Body with other Taboos^ except where 
it was to my real Difkdvantage in point of Strength, 
Speed and Adivity, the Shortnefs of my Claws,, 
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and fomc other Particulars where Nature had no 
Part •, fo, from the Rcprefentation I had given him 
of our Lives, our Manners^ and our Aftions, he 
found as near a Refemblance in the Difpofition of 
our Minds. He faid, the Taboos were known to 
hate one another more than they did any. different 
Species of Animals ; and the Reafon ufually aflign- 
cd, was, the Odioufnefs of their own Shapes^ 
which all could fee in the reft, but not in them- 
felves. He had therefore begun to think it not 
unwife in us to cover our Bodies, and by that In- 
vention, conceal many of our Deformities from 
each other, which would elfe be hardly fupport- 
able. But, he now found he had been miftaken % 
and that the Di(&ntions of thofe Brutes in his 
Country were owing to the fame Caufe with ours, 
as I had defcribed them. For, if (faid he) yojyi 
throw among five Taboos as much Food as would 
be fufficient for fifty, they will, inftead of eating 
peaceably, fall together by the Ears, each Angle 
one impatient to have all to itfelf% and therefore a 
Servant was ufually employed to ftand by whiJc 
they were feeding abroad, and thofe kept at home 
were tied at a Diftance from each other : That, if 
a 0>w died of Age or Accident, before a Houybnbnm 
could fecure it for his own Taboos^ thofe in the 
Neighbourhood would come in Herds to feize it, 
and then would enfue fuch a Battle as I had de- 
fcribed, with terrible Wounds made by their Claws 
on both Sides, although they feldom were able to 
kill one another, for Want of fuch convenient In- 
ftruments of Death as we had invented. At other 
Times the like Battles have been fought between 
the Taboos of feveral Neighbourhoods without any 
vifible Caufe : Thofe of one Diftrid watching all 
Opportunities to furprize the next before they arc 
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prepared. But, if they find their Projeft hath mlt 
carried^ they return home, and for Wan( of Ene- 
mies, engage id what I call a CivU War among 
themfelves. 

That, in feme Fields of his Country, there 
are certain ^iw/jr^ Stones of feveral Colours, whereof 
the Taboos are violently fond ; and when Part of 
thcfe Slones are fixed in the Earth, as it fometimes 
happeneth, they will dig with their Claws for whole 
Days to get them our, and carry them away, and 
hide them by Heaps in their Keftnels j but ftill 
looking round with great Caution, for Fear their 
Comrades fliould find out their Treafure. My 
Mailer faid, he could never difcover the Reafon erf" 
this unnatural Appetite, or how thefe Siones could 
be of any Ufe to a Taboo ; but now he believed it 
might proceed from the fame Principle of Avarice^ 
which I had afcribed to Mankind : That, he had 
once, by Way of Experiment, privately removed 
a Heap of thcfe Stones from the Place where one of 
his Taboos had buried it: Whereupon, the fordid 
Animal miffing his Treafure, by his loud lament- 
ing brought the whole Herd to the Place, there 
miferably howled, then fell to biting and tearing 
the reft ; began to pine away, would neither eat 
nor fleep, nor work, until he ordered a Servant 
privately to convey the Stones into the fame Hole, 
and hide them as before ; which whefft his Taboo 
had found, he prefently recovered his Spirits and 
good Humour ; but took Care to remove them to 
a better hiding Place ; and hath ever fince been a 
very ferviceablc Brute. 

My Marfter farther affured me, which I alfo 
obfcrved my felf ; that in the Fields where thcfe 
/hining Stones abound, the fierceft and moft frequent 

BattHs 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 



A Voyage U the Houyhnhnms. 321 

Battles are fought, occafioned by perpetual Inroads 
of the ntighhouring Taboos. 

He faid, it was common when two Taboos dif- 
covered fuch 2l Stone in a Field, and were contend- 
ing which of them (hould be the Proprietor, a 
third would take the Advantage, and carry it away 
from them both; which my Mafter would needs 
contend to have fome Refcmblance with our Suits 
at Law ; wherein I thought it for our Credit not 
to undeceive him ; fince the Decifion he mentioned 
was much more equitable than many Decrees among 
us: Becaufe, the Plaintiff and Defendant there loft 
nothihg befidc the Stone they contended for ; where- 
as onv Court's of Equity^ would never have difmiflcdv 
the Caufe while either of them had any Thing left. 
My Mafter continuing his Difcourfc, faid, there 
was nothing that rendered the Taboos more odious, 
than their undiftinguiftied Appetite to devour every 
Thing that came in their Way, whether Herbs^ 
Roots, Berries, corrupted Flefh of Animals, or all 
mingled together: And, it was peculiar in their 
Temper, that they were fonder of what they could 
get by Rapine or Stealth at a greater Diftance, than 
much better Food provided for theni# at home. 
If their Prey held out, they would eat until they 
were ready to burft, after which Nature had point- 
ed out to them a certain Root that gave them a ge- 
neral Evacuation. 

There was alfo another Kind of Root very 
juicy i but fomething rare and difficult to be found, 
which the Taboos fought for with much E^gernefs, 
and would fuck it with great Delight : It pro- 
duced the fame Effects that Wine hath upon us. It 
would make them fometimes hug, and iomecimes 
tdtr one another 5 they would howl and grin, and 
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chatter, and roul, and tumble, and then fall afleep» 
in the Mud. 

I DfD indeed obfcrve, that the Taboos were the 
only Animak in this Country fubjeft to any Dit 
cafes; which, however, were much fewer than 
Horfes have among us, and contrafted not by any^ 
ill Treatment they meet with, but by the Naftinefe 
and Greedinefs of that fordid Brute. Neither has* 
their Language any more than a general Appelja* 
tion for thole Maladies ; which is borrowed from, 
the Name of the Beaft, and called Hnea Taboo^ or 
the Taboo^SrEvil ; and the Cure prefcribed is a 
Mixture of their own Dung and Uriney forcibly put 
down the 2aboo*s Throat. This I have fincc often : 
known to have been taken with Succels : And do . 
here freely recommend it to my Countrymen, for 
the publick Good,, as an admirable Specifick s^ainft 
all Difeafes produced by Repletion. 

As to Learning, Grovernment, Arts, Manufac- 
tures, and the like ; my Mafter confeffed he could 
find littte or no Refcmblance between the Taboos 
of that Country, and thofe in ours- For, he only 
meant to obferve what Parity there was in our. 
Natures. He had heard indeed fbme curious- 
Houyhnbnms obferve, that in moft Herds there was 
a Sort of ruling Taboo, (as among us there is gene- 
rally fome leading or principal Stag in a Park) who . 
was always more deformed in Body, .and mifibievous^, 
in Difpofttion, than any of the reft. That, this 
Leader had ufually a Favourhe as like himfelf as^ he ' 
could get, whofe Employment was to lick his Ma- 
fter'' s Feet and Pofteriors, and drive the FemaU Ya- 
hoos to his Kennel ; for which he was now and then 
rewarded with a Piece of Afs's Flelh. This Fa- 
vourite is hated by the whole Herd ; and therefore 
%o proteft himfelf, kee^s~.al\v^ys near the Perfon^of 
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his Leader. He ufually continues in Office until a 
worfe can be found •, but the very Moment he is 
difcarded, his SuccefTor, at the Head of all the 
Tabm, in that Diftrift, young and old, Male and 
Female, come in a Body, and difcharge their Ex- 
crements upon him from Head to Foot. But, how 
far this might be applicable to our Courts and Fn^ 
vourilesy and Mintfters of State^ my Mafter faid I 
could beft determine. 

I DURST make no Return to this malicious Infi- 
nuation, which debafed human Underftanding be- 
low the Sagacity of a common Hound, who hath 
Judgment enough to diftinguifh and follow, the Cry 
of the ahlefi Dog in the Pack^ without being ever 
miftaken. 

My Mafter told me, there were fome Qualities 
remarkable in the Taboos, which he had not ob- 
ferved me to mention, or at leaft very flightly, in 
the Accounts I had given him of human Kind. 
He faid, thofe Animals, like other Brutes, had 
their Females in common ; but in this they differed, 
that the Sht'Tahoo would admit the Male, while 
ihe was pregnant ; and that the Hees would quarrel 
and fight with the Females as fiercely as wiih each 
other. Both which Prailices were fuch Degrees of 
infamous Brutality^ that no other fenfitive Creature 
ever arrived at. 

Ajtother Thing he wondered at in the Taboos^ 
was their ftrange Difpofition to Naftinefs and Dirt ; 
whereas there appears to be a natural Love of Clean- 
lioefe in all other Animals. As to the two former 
Accufations, I was glad to let them pafs without 
any Reply, becaufe I had not a Word to offer upon 
them in Defence of my Species, which otherwife 
I certainly had done from my own Inclinations- 
But, I could have eafily vindicated human Kind from 
Y a the 
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the Itnputadon of Singularity upon the I^^ Article, 
if there had been any Szvine in that Country, (as 
unluckily for me there were not) which although 
it may be a fiveeter ^adruped than a TahoOy cannot, 
I humbly conceive, in Juftice pretend to more Clcan- 
linels ; and fo his Honour himfelf muft have own- 
edt if he had feen their filthy Way of feeding, 
and their Cuftom of walloWing and fleeping in the 
Mud. 

My Mafter likewife mentioned another Quality, 
which his Servants had difcovercd in fevcral Taboos^ 
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He faid, a 
Fancy would fometimes take a Taboo ^ to retire into 
a Corner, to lie down and howl, atid groan, and 
fpurn away all that came near him, although he 
vviTC young and fat, and wanted neither Food nor 
Writer; nor did the Servants imagine what could 
poflibly ail him. And tlje only Remedy they 
found, was to fee him to hard Work, after which 
be would infallibly come to himfelf. To this I 
was filent out of Partiality to my own Kind ; yet 
here I could plainly difcovcr the true Seeds of 5/)fr^», 
which only fcizcch on the Lazy^ the Luxurious^ 
and the Rich ; who, if they were forced to undergo 
the fame Regimen^ I would undertake for the Cure. 

His Honour had farther obferved ^ that a Female- 
Taboo would often fland behind a Bank or a Bufh, 
to gaze on the young Males paffing by, and then 
appear, and hide, ufing many an tick Gcftares and 
Grimaces ; at which Time it was obferved, that 
fhe had a moft offenfive Smell \ and when aiq^ of 
the Males advanced, w6uld flowly retire, looking 
often back, and with a counterfeit Shew of Fear, 
run off into (bnic convenient Place where ihe knew 
the Male would follow her. 

At other Times, if a Female Stranger came 
i - among 
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among them, three or four of her own Sex would 
get about her, and ftare and chatter, and grin, and 
fmell her all over ; and then turn off with Gefturte 
that Teemed to exprefs Contempt and Difdainl 

Perhaps my Mafter might refine a little in 
riiere Speculations, which he had drawn from what 
he obferved himfclf, or had been told him by 
rOthers : However, I could not refleft without fomc 
Amazement, and much Sorrow^ that the Rudi- 
ments of Lewdnefsy Coquetry^ Cenjure^ and Scandal^ 
Ihould have Place by Inftin& in Womankind. 

I EXPECTED every Moment, that my Mafter 
would accufe the Taboos of thofe unnatural Appe- 
tites in both Sexes, fo common anM>ng us. But 
Nature it feems hath not been fo expert a School- 
Miftrefs ; and thefe politer Pleafures are entirely 
the IVodudlions of Art and Reafon, on our Side of 
the Globe. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Author relatetb feveral Particulars of thi Ya- 
hoos. The great Virtues cf the Houjrhnhiims. 
The Education and Exercife of their Toutb. Their 
general AJfemhly. 

S I ought to have underftood human 
Nature much better than I fuppofcd 
ii poffible for my Matter to do, fo it 
was eafy to apply the Char^fter he 
gave of the Taboos to my felf and my 
Countrymen-, and/ 1 believed '?l Could yet make 
farther I>rfcoverie$ from my own Obfervation. I 
therefore often begged his Honour to let me go a- 
mong the Herds of Taboos in the Nc^hbourhood •, 
to which he iJways very gracioufly confented, be* 
ing perfcdly convinced that the Hatred I bore thofe 
Brutes would never fufFer me to be corrupted by 
them ; and his Honour ordered one of his Servants, 
a ftrong forrel N^g* very honeft and good-natured, 
to be my Guard ; without whofe ProteAion I durft 
not undertake fuch Adventures. For I have already 
told the Reader hp\y fnqch \ yvas peftercd by thofe 
(-» ' ' pdipq^ 
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odious Animals upon my firft Arrival. I aj&er- 
wards failed very narrowly three or four Times of 
falling into their Clutches, when I happened to 
jlray at any Diftance without my Hanger. And \ 
have Realbn to believe, they had fome Imagipatipn 
that I was of their own Specks, which I often af- 
-lifted myfelf, by ftripping up my Sleeves, and 
Ihcwing my naked Arms and Breaft in their Sight, 
^hen my Protedor was with me : At which Times 
they would approach as near as they durft, and 
imitate my AAions after the Manner of Monkeys, 
but ever with great Signs of Hatred ; as a tame 
Jack Daw with Cap and Stockings, is al^vays per- 
fccuted by the wild ones, when he happens to be 
got among them. 

Thev are pjodigioufly nimble from their fnfan- 
<:y ; however, I once caught a young M^^le qf 
three Years old, and endeavoured by all Marks qf 
Tendernefs to make it quiet -, but the little Imp 
fell a fqualling, and fcratching, and biting with 
fuch Violence, that I was forced to let it go ; and 
it was high Time, for a whole Troop of old ones 
<:ame about us at the Noife ; but finding the Cub 
was lafe, (for away it ran) and my Sorrel Nag be- 
ing by, they durft not venture near us. I obfcrv- 
cd the young Animal's FJcfli to fmell very rank, 
and the Stink was fomewhat between a Weafel and 
a Fox^ but much more dilagreeable. I forgot ano- 
'ther Circumftance, (and perhaps I might have the 
Readers Pardon, if it yrere wholly omitted) that 
while I held the odious Vermin in my Hands, it 
•voided its fikhy Excrements of a yellow liquid Sub- 
-ftance, all over my Qoaths ; but by good Fortune 
there was a fmall Brook hard by, where I waflied 
myfelf as clean as I could \ akhough I durft not 
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come into my Matter's Prcfcncc, until I were fuf- 
ficiently aired. 

By what I could difcover, the Taboos appear to 
be the mod unteachable of all Animals, their Ca- 
pacities never reaching higher than to draw or car- 
ry Burthens. Yet I am of Opinion, this Defeft 
arifeth chiefly from a perverfe, reftive Difpofition. 
For they are cunning, malicious, treacherous and 
revengeful. They are ftrong and hardy, but of a 
cowardly Spirit, and by G)nfcqucnce infolent, ab- 
jeft, and cruel. It is obfcrved, that the Red-haired 
of both Sexes are more libidinous and mifchievous 
than the reft, whom yet they much exceed in 
Strength and Aftivity. 

The Houybnbnms keep iht -Taboos for prefent 
iJfe in Huts not far from the Hoi\fe ; but the reft 
are fent abroad to certain Fields, where they dig 
up Roots, eat feveral Kinds of Herbs, and fearcb 
^bout for Carrion, or fomctimes catch Weafels and 
Lubimubs (a Sort of wHi Rat) which. they greedily 
devour. Nature hath taught them to dig deep 
Holes with their Nails on the Side of a rifing 
Ground, wherein they lie by themfe]ves; only the 
Kennels of the Females are larger, fufficient to hold 
two or three Cubs. 

They fwim from their Infancy like Frogs, and 
are able to continue long under Water, where they \ 
often take Fifh, which the Females carry home to 
their Young. And upon this Occafion, I hope 
the Reader will pardon my relating an odd Adven- 
ture. 

Being one Day abroad with my Proteftor the 
Sorrel Nag, and the Weather exceeding hot, I en- 
treated him to let me bathe in a River that was 
near. He confented, and I immediately ftripped 
myfclf ftark naked, and went down foftly into the 
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Stream. It happened that a young Female Taboo 
ftanding behind a Bank, fiiw the whole Proceeding 9 
and inflamed by Dcfirc, as the Nag and I conjee- 
turedy came running with all Speed, and leaped 
into the Water within five Yards of the Place where 
I bathed. I was never in my Life fo terribly 
frighted •, the Nag was grazing at fome Diftancc, 
not fufpefting any Harm : Shp embraced me after 
a mod fulfome Manner; I roared as loud as I 
could, and the Nag came galloping towards me^ 
whereupon (he quitted her Grafp, with the utmoft 
Reluftancy, and leaped upon the oppofite Bank, 
where ihe ftood gazing and howling all the Time X 
was putting on my Cloaths. 

This was Matter of Diverfion to my Mafter 
and his Family, as well as of Mortification to my 
felf. For now I could no longer deny, that I was 
a real TaboOj in every Limb and Feature, fince the 
Females had a natural Propenfity to me as one of 
their own Species : Neither was the Hair of this 
Brute of a red Colour (which might have been 
fome Excule for an Appetite a little irregular) but 
black as Sloe, and her Countenance did not make 
tn Appearance altogether fb hideous as the reft of 
the Kind; for, I tnink, (he could not be above 
tleven Years old. 

Haying already lived three Years in this Coun- 
try, the Reader I fuppofe will expeA, that I fhould, 
like other Travellers, give him fome Account of 
the Manners and Cuftoms of its Inhabitants, which 
it was indeed my principal Study to learn. 

As thele noble Houyhnhnms are endowed by 
Nature with a general Difpofition to all Virtues, 
and have no Conceptions or Ideas of what is evil 
in a rational Creature ; io their grand Maxim is, to 
cultivate Rsafon^ and to be wholly governed by it. 

Neither 
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Neither is Reafon among them a Pjoint problc- 
macical as with us, where Men can argue with 
Plaufibility onboth Sides of theQueftion ; but ftrikes 
you with immediate Convidion ; as it muft needs 
do where it is not mingled, obfcured, or difcoloured 
by Palfion and Intereft. I remember it was with 
extreme Difficulty that I could bring my Mafter to 
underftand the Meaning of the Word Opinion^ or 
how a Point could be difputable ; becaufe Reafm 
taught us to affirm or deny, only where we are cer- 
tain^ and beyond our Knowledge, we cannot do 
icither. So that Controverfies, Wranglings, Dif- 
putes, and Pofitivcnefs in falfe or dubious rropofi- 
tions, arc Evils unknown among the Houybnbn^s. 
In the like Manner, when I ufed to explain to him 
our feveral Syftems of Natural Pbilofopbyy he 
would laugh that a Creature pretending to Kcafon^ 
fhould value it felf upon the Knowledge of other 
Peoples Conjeftures, and in Things, where that 
Knowledge, if it were certain, could be of noUfe. 
Wherein he agreed entirely with the Sentiments of 
Socrates^ as Plato delivers them ; which } mentiqn 
as the higheft Honour I can do that Prince of 
Philofophcrs. I have often fince reflefted what 
Deftruftion fuch a Doftrine would make in the 
Libraries of Europe -, and how many Paths to 
Fame would be then (hut up in the Jearncd World. 

Friendship and Benevolence are the two prin- 
cipal Virtues among the Houyhnbnms\ and thcfe not 
confined to particular Obje<9:s, but univerial to the 
whole Race: For, a Stranger from the remotcft 
Part, is equally treated with the neareft Ntighbour, 
and wherever he goes, looks upon himlelf as at 
home. They preferve Decency and Civility in the 
higheft Degrees, but are altogether ignorant of Ce- 
remony. They have no Fondnefs for their Colts or 
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Foies ; but the Care they take in educating them 
proceedeth entirely from the Diftates of R^afon. 
And, I obferved my Matter to Ihew the fame Af- 
feftion to his Neighbour's Iffue, that he had for his 
own. They will have it that Nature teaches them 
to love the whole Species, and if is Reafon only 
that maketh a Diftinftion of Perfons, where there 
is a fuperior Degree of Virtue. 

When the Matron Houyhnhnms have produced 
.'one of each Sex, they no longer accompany with 
their Coriforts, except they lofe one of their Ifluje 
by fome Cafuaky, which very fcldom happens : 
But in fuch 2L Cafe they mc^t again ; or when the 
J ike Accident befals a Perfon, whofe Wife is paft 
bearing, fome other Couple bellows on him one 
of their own Colts, and then go together a fecond 
Time, until tlie Mother be pregnant. This Cau- 
tion is neceflary tp prevent the Country from being 
overburtheocd with Numbers. But the Race of 
initrvor .Houyhnhnms bred up|| be Servants, is not 
fo ftridlly limked upon this Article ; thefe are al- 
lowed to produce three of each Sex, to be Dome- 
fticks in the noble Families. 

In their Marriages, they are exadlly careful to 
chufe fuch Colours as will not make any dif- 
agrceable Mixture in the Breed. Strength is chiefly 
valued in the Male, and Comelinefs in the Fe- 
male ; not upon the Account of Love^ bat to pre- 
ferve the Rage from degenerating : For, where 
a Female happens to excel in Strength^ a Confort is 
chofcrn with regard to Comelinefs, Courtfhip, Love, 
Prefcnts, Joyntures, Settlements, have no Place in 
their Thoughts j or Terms whereby to expfefs them 
in their Language. The young Couple meet and 
are joined, merely bccaufc it is the Determination 
pf tiieir Parents ^nd Friends : It is what they fee 
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done every Day *, and they look upon it as one of 
the neceflary Actions in a reafonabte Being. But;> 
the Violacioo of Marriage, or any other Unchaili- 
ty» was never heard of: And the married Pair pals 
their Lives with the fame Friendfhip^ and mutual 
Benevolence that they bear to all others of the iarae 
Species, who come in their Way •, without Jeaiou- 
ly, Fondnefi, Quarelling, or Dilcontent. 

In educating the Youth of bothSexes, their Me- 
thod is admirable, and highly deferveth our Imita* 
tion. Thefe are not &iffered to tafte a Grain of 
Oats^ except upon certain Days, until eighteea 
Years old ^ nor Jl£ik^ but very rarely ; and ia 
Summer, they graze two Hours in the Momni^, 
and as many in the Evening, which their Parentg 
likewife obferve } but the Servants are not allowed 
above half that Timej, and a great Part of the 
Grafs is brought home, which they eat at the nK)fi: 
convenient Hours, when they can be beft ipared 
from Work. 

TEMPERANCEj%;i^£^ry, Exerdje^ and Ckufh 
Btefs^ are the Leflbns equally cnjoyned to the 
young ones of both Sexes : And my Mafter thought 
k nK>nftrous in us to give the Females a different 
Kind ofEducation ftom the Males,, except in ibme 
Articles of Domeftick Management ; whereby, ar 
he truly obfcrved, one half of our Natives were 
good for nothing but bringing Children into the 
World : And to truft the Care of their Children t^ 
fuch uielels Animals, he iaid was yet a greater In- 
ftance of Brutality. 

But, the Houybnbnms train up their Youth to 
Strength, S^ed, and Hardine^, by exercifihg 
thenxin running ^aces up and down fteep Hills, or 
over hard ftony Grounds ; and when they are sJI in 
% Sweat, they »'e ordered to leap over Head and 
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Ears into a Pond or River. Four Times a Year the 
Youth of certain Diftrifts meet to Ihcw their Piiv 
fidepcy in Running, and Leaping, and other Feats 
of Strength and Agility ; where the Viftgr is ce- 

\ warded with a Song, made in his or her Praise. 

' On this Feftival, the^ Servants drive a Herd jof 

^Xabooi into the Field, Jaden with Hay, and Oats, 
and Milk for a Repaft to the Houybnhnms ; af|er 

"' which, thcfe Brutes are innknediately driven back 
again, for fear of being noifome to the Aflembly, 

Every fourth Year, at the Vernal Equinox, there 
is a Reprefcntauve Councir of the wliole Nation, 
which meets in a Plain about twenty Miles from our 
Houle, and continueth about five or fix Di^ys, 
Here they inquire into the State and Condition of the 
feveral Diftrifts \ whether they abound, or.be defi- 
cient in Hay, or Oats, or Cows, or Taboos ? And 
wherever there is any Want (which is but feidom) 
it is immediately fupplied by unanimous Confenc 
and Contribution . Here like wife th? Regulation of 
Children b fettled: As for Inftance, if a Houy- 
bnbnm hath two Males, he diangeth one of them 
with another who hath two Females : And when a 
Child hath been loft by any Cafualty, where; the 
Mother is paft Breeding, it is determined what Fa- 
mily fhall breed another to fupply the Lofs« 
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C H A p. IX. 

jf grand Debate at the general AJJemhly of the 

Houyhnhnms ; and botv it was determined. 

The Learning of the Houyhnhnms. ,Their 

Buildings. Ibeir Manner of Burials. Ibe De- 

fe£Hvenefs of their Language. 

^ N E of thfifc Grand Affemblics was 
held in my Time, about three 
Months before my Departure, whi- 
ther my Matter went as the Reprc- 
fentative of our Diftridw In this 
Council wasrefumed their old Debate, and indeed, 
the only Debate that ever happened in their Coun- 
try ; whereof my Matter, after his Return, gave 
mc a very particular Account. 

The Quettion to be debated was. Whether the 
Taboos ftiould be exterminated from the Pace gf 
the Earth. One of the Members for the Affirma- 
tive offered feveral Arguments of great Strength 
and Weight ; alledging. That, as the Taboos were 
the moft filthy, noifome, and deformed Animals 
which Nature ever produced, fo they were the mott 
rettive and indocibfe, mifchievous and malicious r 
They would privately fuck the Teats of the 
Houybnbnms Cows > kill and devour their Cats, 

trample 



Digitized 



by Google 



A VOTAOE to the HOV YMNHK&rS. ^5^ 

trample down their Oats and Grafs, if they were 
not continually watched ; and commit a thoufand 
other Extravagancies. He took Notice of a gene- 
ral Tradition, that Taboos had not been always in 
their Country : But, that many Ages ago, two of 
thefe Brutes appeared together upon a Mountain v 
whether produced by the Heat of the Sun upon 
corrupted Mud and Slime, or from the Ooze and 
Froth of the Sea, was never known. That, thefe 
Taboos engendered, and their Brood in a Ihorc 
Time grew fo- numerous, as to over-run and infeft 
the whole Nation. Tl>^t, the HouybnbnmSj to get 
rid of this Evil, made a general Hunting, and at 
laft inclofed the whole Herd ; and deftroying the 
Older, every Uouybnbnm kept two young Ones in 
a Kennel, and brought them to fuch a Degree of 
Tamen^fs, as an Animal io favage by Nature, can 
be capable of acquiring ; ufmg them for Draught 
and Carriage. That, there Icemed to be much 
Truth in this Tradition, and that thofe Creatures 
could not be Tlnbniamft>y (or Aborigines of the 
Land)becaufe of the violent Hatred tht HouybnbnmSy 
as well as all odier Animals bore them ; which al^ 
though their evil Difpofition iufficiently delerved, 
could never have arrived at fo high a Degree, if 
they had been Aborigines^j or elfe they would have 
long fince been rooted out. That, the Inhabitants 
taking a Fancy to ufe the Service of tht Taboos ^ 
had very imprudently negledted to cultivate 
the Breed of Affes^ which were a comely Animat, 
cafily kept, more tame and orderly, without any of- 
fenfive Smell,, ftrong enough for labour, although 
they yield ta the other in Agility of Body ; and if 
their Braying be no agreeable Sound, it is far pre- 
ferable to the horrible Howlings of the Taboos. 
Se VB R A ;. others declared their Sentiqient^ to the , 
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fame Purpofc ; when my Mafter propofcd an Ex- 
pedient to the Aflembly, whereof he had indeed 
borrowed the Hint from me. He approved of the 
Tradition mentioned by the Honourable Member^ 
who fpoke before ; and affirmed, that the two 2i- 
boos faid to be firft feen among them, had been 
driven thither over the Sea: That, coming to Land, 
and being forfaken by their G)mpanions, they re- 
tired to the Mountains, and degenerating by De- 
grees, became in Procefe of Time, much more 
fevage than thofe of their own Species in the Coun- 
try from whence thefc twoOriginals came. The 
Reafon of his AfTertion was, that he had now in 
his Poffeflion, a certain wonderful Taboo (meaning 
my fclf ) which moft of them had heard of, and 
many of them had feen. He then related to them, 
how he firft found me : That, my Body was all 
covered with an artificial Compofure erf" the Skins 
and Hairs of other Animals : That, I fpoke in a 
Language of my own, and had thoroughly learn- 
ed theirs : That, 1 had related to him the Acci- 
dents which brought me thither: That, when he 
faw me without my Covering, I was an exaft 2i- 
boo in every Part, only of a whiter Colour, lefe 
hairy, and with Ihorter Claws. He added, howl 
had endeavoured to perfuade him, that in my own 
and other Countries, the Taboos adled as the govern- 
ing, rational Animal, and held the Houyhnbnms in 
Servitude : That, he obferved in me, all the Qua- 
lities of a Tahooy only a little more civilized by 
fome Tinfture of Reafon ; which however, was in 
a Degree as far inferior to the Houybnbnm Race, as 
the Taboos of their Country were to me : That, 
among other Things, I mentioned aCuftom wc had 
mi cafirating Houyhnbnms when they were young, 
in order to render them came \ that the Operation 
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was eify and iafe : That, it was no Shame to learn 
Wifdom from Brutes, as Induftry is taught by the 
Ant, and l^uilding by the Swallow: (Por fo I 
tranflate the Word Lybannb^ although it be a much 
larger Fowl) That, this Invention might be prac- 
tifed upon the younger Tabms here, which, befi.des 
rendering them tradable and fitter for Ufe, 
would in an Age, put an End to the whole Species, 
without deftroying l-ife : That, in the mean Time, 
the Houyhnbnms ftiould be exiboried to <niltivate the 
Breed of Affes, which, as they* arc in all Refpcfts 
more valuable Brutes, fo they have this Advantage, 
to be fit for Service at five Years old, which the 
otho's are not until Twelve. 

This was all my Matter thought fit to tell me 
at that Time, of what paflcd in the Grand Council. 
But, he was ple^fed to conceal one Particular, which 
related perfonally to my fclf, whereof I foon felt 
the unhappy EfFeft, as the Reader will know in its 
proper Place, and from whence I date all the fuc- 
cecding Misfortunes of my Life. 

The Houyhnbnms have no Letters, and confe- 
quently, their Knowledge is, all traditional. But, 
there happening few Events of any Moment among 
a People fo well united, naturally difpofed to every 
Virtue, wholly governed by Reafon, and cut ofif 
from all Commerce with other Nations ; the hifto- 
rical Part is eafily preferved without burthening 
their Memories. I have already obfcrvcd, that 
they are fubje<St to no Difeafes, and therefore cap 
have no Need of Phyficians. However, they have 
excellent Medicines, compofed of Herbs, to cure 
accidental Bruifes and Cuts in the Pattern or Frog of 
the Foot by Jlfcarp Stones, as well ^ other Maims 
and Hurts in the feveral Part^ of the Body. 

They calculate the Year by the Revolution of 
Vol. III. Z the 
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the Sun and Moon, but ufe no Siibdivifioi^s into 
WcdksJ Thqr arc well enough acquainted with the 
Motions of thoie two Luminaries, and underftan<J 
die Nature of EcUpfis ; and this is the utmoft Pro^ 
grefs of their Aftronomy. 

Im Poetry^ they muft'be allowed to excel all other 
Mortals $ wherein the Juftnefsof their SimHes, and 
Ac Minutenels, as well as Exaftnefs of their De- 
icriptions, arc indeed, inimitable. Their Verfcs 
abound very much in both of thefe ; and ufually 
contain citfcr fomc cjtalted Notions of Friendfhip 
and Benevolence, or the Praifes of thofe who were 
Viftors in Races, and other bodily Exercifes, 
liheir Buildings, altltoiigh very rude and fimple. 
arc opt inconvenient, but well contrived to defend 
them from all Injtirii^ of Cold and Heat, They 
have a Kind of Trejr , which at forty Years old 
loofens In the Root, ahd falls with t;he firft Storm ; 
it grows very ftrait, and being pointed like Stakes 
with a Iharp Stone, (for the Houybnbnms know 
not the Ufe of Iron) they ftick them ereft in the 
Ground about ten Inches afunder, and then weave 
in Qat-ftraw, or (bmetimes Wattles betwxt theni. 
The Roof is made after the iame Manner, and fb 
are the Doors. 

The Hoit^jnbmns ufe the hollow Part between 
the Paftcm and the Hoof of their Fore-feet, as we 
do our Hands, and this with greater Dexterity, thaft 
I could at firft imagine. I have feen a white Mare 
of our Family thread a Needle (which I lent her 
on Purpofe) with that Joint. They mrlk their 
Cows, reap tteir Oats, and do aH the Work which 
requires f&nds, in the feme Manner. They have 
a Kind of hard Flints, which by grinding a^ainft 
other Scones, diey form into Inftnimfcnts, t^atiierve 
ta&cad of Wed|gc$t Axei, and Han^mers. With 
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Tdohmadc Af tbefc Flints, they likewlfc cut their 
Hay, and reap their Ows, which there gfoweth, 
^aturidly in Icvml Helds': Thk TMos draw hotne 
the Sheaves in Carna^, and the Servants tread 
th^m in certain covered Hutfti. tk> ^it out thb 
<5rain, which is kept in Scbte. They rfialke a rddb 
Kind of earthen arid Woddcn Veflcb, ^ariii bake the 
former In tlie San. 

Ip they caaa avoid Cafaafticis, they die only of 
t>ld Age, ihd ftVc WffiJd in the obfcuitH: f^iaccs 
Wiat can Be Ibuiply wefr Fridwfe ^nd Relations eat- 
Tprcffihg rieidicr }off ilor<3fric^ & Hicir Bcpirture j 
ttor doids thc3jr5ng Pc%rt difcovcr the teaift l^cgrrt 
that he is leaving the World, any more than ifite 
were upbh itfttrning Bdmc fiftfli a Vlfiit to tint of 
*is Nq^hbcWrs; 1 rfiftemBcr, fty Matter *aVih^ 
^ce made ah Aj^pointihimt widi a fVfehd and his 
l^mily, to ctUnt to h^ Hduie vtkih fditie Afialr df 
Importance ; on iStit JXj ^£l£ed, the Mifbefi ahd 
hfer i^o GhHdrcn camfc V^lktc^, f(je tilSide t^ 
EkdrlH, fitt Tor Her Htafitod, ^ho, as ffie fiid, 
Ii^p^n^ ffaat veiV ft|bming to Lbdiiwtn. The 
Wcm is fhtmsly dcprefled Bi^heir Lan^age, bat 
^t driBly rendered imb !E^zHfi s it fignifie^, /^ rk- 
tire tb Kyfirft MSBit. Bj Eidafe for n'ot cdhie- 
Ing Tooher, was, t)iat her fliaib^nd ^^itj^ tit6 ia 
the MorAtng, (he wafs a gdb^ >Hiie cbniultin^ fad 
6dnraribaboat a tonVenbiit Place wherbkhi^ Bddljr 
fiiodd belaid ; and I ^fdrV^, mbet^viA her feff 
at our Hdkdbi ii(s dxiearfiUit & t^ ^cft: iSbe died 
about three Months tfter. 

Thuy live generally to fcventy or feventy-fiv^ 

Years, very feldom to Fourfeore : Some Week$ 

before their Doith, diey feel a grackial Decay, buc 

witboncPain. During this Time, they are much 

• vifitcd %f tfa^ Friends, becaule they cannot go 
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abroad with their ufual Eafe and Satisfadtion 
However, about ten Days before their Death, 
which they fcldom fail in computing, they return 
the Vifits that have bccqi made them by thole who 
are neareft in the Neighbourhood, being carried in 
a convenient Sledge drawn by Taboos ; which Vehi- 
cle they ufC) not only upon this Occafion^ but 
when they grow old, upon long Jourqies, or when 
they are lamed by any Accident. And therefore, 
when the dying Hotgbnbnms return thofe Vifits, 
they take a folemn Leave of their Friends, as if 
they were going to fome remote* Part of the Court- 
try, where they def%ncd to pals the reft of their 
Lives. , ; . T 

I KNOW not whether it may be worth obferving, 
that the Houybnbntns have no Word in their Lan- 
guage to'exprefi any Thing that is ivil^ except whaJt 
they borrow from the, bctormities or ill Qialitics 
of the Taboos. Thus tHey denote ?he Folly of a 
Servant, an Omid^on. of ji Child, a St;pne that cuts 
their Feet, a Gontipuancc of. foul of unfcafonable 
'Weather,, and the' like, by adding to each, the 
Epithet oi Taboo, For Inftance, Hi&w» Yahoo, 
Tvhnabolm Yahoo,, ^/i?»w4«;ii&/«iJ. Yahoo, and an 
ill contrived Houie, Tnholmhnmroblmv Yahoo. ^ 

I oovLD with great Plcafure enlarge' to 
the Manners and yirtues of this excellent People ; 
but intending in a (hort Time t^ publifh a Volume^ 
by ft lelrexprelsly upon th^at Subjeft, I refer the 
!Reaaer thither. And in the mean Time, proceed 
to relkte nfiy own fadCataftrophe,. ' .. : .: 
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• 

^e Author^ s CEconomy and happy Life among tbe^ 
Houyhhhnms. His great Improvement in Virtue^ 
by converjing with them. Their Converfations, 
The Author hath Notice given him by his Mafter^ 
that he muft depart from the Country. He falls into 
a Swoon for Griefs but fubmits. He contrives and 
finijhes a Ccnoo^ by the Help of a, Fellow-Servant j 
and puts to Sea at a Venture. 

HAD fettled my little CEconomy 
to my own Heart's Content. My 
Mafter had ordered a Rooip to bie 
ma^dc for me. after their Manner, a- 
bout fix Yards from the Houfe 5 the 
Sides and Floors of which I plaiftered with Clay, 
and covered with Rufh-Mats of my own contriving : 
I had beaten Hemp, which there grows wild, and 
made of it a Sort of Ticking : This I filled with 
the Feathers of feveral Birds I had ^taken with 
Springes made of Tahoos Hairs 5 and were excellent 
Food. I had worked two Chairs with my Knife, 
the Sorrel Nag helping me in the groffer and more 
laborious Part. When my Cloaths were worn to 

RagJ5» 
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Rags, I made my fclf others with the Skins of 
Rabbets, and of a certain beautiful Animal about the 
fame Size, called Nnubnoby the Skm of which ii^ 
covered with a fine Down. Of thcfe I like wife 
made very tolerable Stockingp. I foaled nfiy Shoes 
with Wood, which 1 cut froip a Tree, and fitted to 
the upper ticather, and wheathis waiwprn out, 
Ifupplicd It with the Skins of Ta^s^ drjcdln the. 
Sun, I often got IJoney out of hollow Ttces^ 
Which t mingled with Water, or. eat it. with my 
Bread. No Man could more verify the Truth of 
thefe two Maxims ;. TJ^/, N^t^re U very eafily fatis- 
fied 5 and, ^at Nec^ty is the Mother of Invention. 
1\ enjoyed perfe^ J^jwith of* Body., zi^ TranquilityV' 
of Mind i I dki not feel the^Tfeacficry or fn^on- 
ftancy/of a Ericw}» nor the Injuries^ of afecret or 
ppci\ Encuny. I had np Occafion of bril^g, %t- 
tcriDg Qi: pitni^ngv to procure the ^avpi^r oi any 
great .Man> or o^ his Minion. I Minted inc^l^nce 
agaioft\ Frawd or, Opprefljon : Here wa§^ n^faer 
Phyfician to deftroy my.Body, npr^Litwyef to ruin 
my Fortune : No Informer to watch my Words and 
Aftiqxw, Of fomp Acpuf^tions againft me for Hire : 
^re were, np Qibcrs, CenfurersJ Backbiters, Pick- 
pCK^ts^ Highly jcnjcn, Houfe-breakers, Attorneys, 
j^wdfli^ Buffop^, Gariie(lers, Politicians, Wits, 
^Ipncticks, tedio}^ Talkers, Controvertirfs, Ra- 
viChpb, Murderers^ kot)bcrs, Tirtuofoes-, no Lea- 
ders or Followers of Party and Fadion ; no Encou- 
fagers to Vice, by Seducement or Examples : No 
Dungeon, Axes, Gibbets, Whipping-pofts, or Pil- 
Jidries : Ko chc;aung Shop-keepcn or Mcchanicks : 
Ko Pri4e, V^rtfty or Affc,<5^ation : No Fops, BuU. 
IIcs» Driink^s, ftrolling Whores^* or Poxes: No 
ranting, lewd cxpenQve Wives : No ftupid, proud 
Pedants: No importunate, over-4>earing, quarrcl- 

fbme 
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fome, poify, r6aring» empty, cdncekcd, fwearirig 
Companions: No Scoundrels railed from the Duft 
upon the Merit of their Vices ; or Nobihty thrown 
into it, on Accodftt of their Virtues : No Lords, 
Fiddlers, Judges, or Dancing- Mafters. 

. I HAD the Favour of being admitted to fevenil 
Houybnbnrns^ who came t6 vifit or dine with m^y 
Matter -, where his Honour gracioufly fuffered me 
to wiadt in the Room, and liften to their Ciftrourfc. 
Both he and his Company would often condefcend 
to aflc me Qoeftions, and receive my Anfw^rs. I 
had alfo, fometimes, the Honour of attending my 
Mkftcr in his Vifics to others. I nevfcr prefumed to 
fpeak, ejicept iui Anfwer to a Queftion % and then 
I did it with inward Regret, becaufe it was a Lofi 
of fo moch 'Hme for improving my felf : But, I' 
was inffmtely delighted with the Station of an hum- 
ble Auditor in fuch Converfations, where nothing 
pafled but what was ufeiul, exprefled in th* fewcft 
and ' moft fignificant Words : Where (as I 
have already faid) the greateft Decency was ob- 
fervcd, without the leaft Degree jof Cereniony ; 
whei^e naPcrfon fpoke without being pleafed him- 
felf, and plcafing his Companions: Whete there 
was no Interruption, Tedioufnefe^ Heat, dr Dif- 
ference of Sentiments. They have a Notion, 
That when People are met together, a (hort Silence 
doth much improve GonVerfetion : This I found 
to be true ; for during th6fe littla Intermiflions of 
Talk, new Ideas would arife in their Minds, which 
very much enlivened the Diicourfe. Th^ir Subjeds 
are generally on Friendfhip and Benevolence ; on 
Order and CEconomy ; fometimes upon the vifible 
Operations of Namre^ or ancient Traditions 5 upon 
the Bounds and Limits of Virtue ; upon the uner- 
ribg Rules of Rcafon \ or upon feme Determinati- 
ons^ 
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ons, to be taken at the next great AiHembly ; and 
often upon the various Excellencies of Poetry. I 
may add, without Vanity, that my Prcfence often 
gave them fufficicnt Matter for Difcourfe, becaufe 
it afforded my Mafter an Occafion of letting his 
Friends into the Hiftory of me and my Country, 
upon which they were all pleaied to defcant in a 
Manner not very advantageous to human Kind; 
and for that Reafon, I (hall not repeat what they 
laid : Only I may be allowed to obferve. That his 
Honour, to my great Admiration, appeared to un* 
derftand the Nature of Taboos much better than 
my fclf. He went through all our Vices and Fol- 
lies, and difcovered many which I had never men- 
tioned to him ; by. only fuppofing what Qualides a 
Taboo of their Country, with a fmall Proportion of 
Reafon, might be capable of exerting: And con- 
cluded, with too much Probability, how vile as 
well as miferable fuch a Creature muft be. 

I FR.EELY confels, that all the Iktle Knowledge 
I have of any Value, was acquired by the Leftures 
I received from .my Mafter, and from hearing the 
Difcourfes of him and his Friends ; to . which I 
ihould be prouder to liften, than to didace to the 
greateft and wifeft Aflembly in Europe. I admired 
the Strength, Cornel inefs and Speed of the Inhabi- 
tants ; and fuch aConftellation of Virtues in fuch 
amiable Perfons, produced in me the higheft Vcne- 
ration. At firft, indeed, (did not feel that natural 
.Awe, which the Taboos and all other Animals, bear 
towards them ; but it grew upon me by Degrees, 
much fooner than I imagined, and was mingled 
with a re%)edful Love and Gratitude, that they 
would condefcend to diftinguifli mc from the reft of 
mySpccics, 
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When I thought of my Family, my* Friends, 
my Countrymen, or human Race in general, I 
confidered them as they really were, laboos in 
Shape and Difpofition, perhaps a little more civi« 
lizcd, and qualified with the Gift of Speech 5 but 
making no other Ufe of Rcafon, than to improve 
and multiply thofe Vices, whereof their Brethren 
in this Country, had only the Share that Nature 
allotted them. When I happened to behold the 
Refleftion of my own Form in a Lake or Foun- 
tain, I turned ^away my Face in Horror and Dc* 
teftation of myfeJf ; and could better endure the 
Sight of a common Xaboo^ than of my own Perfon. 
By converfing with the Houyhnbtms^ and looking 
upon them with Delight, I fell to imitate their 
Gait and Gefture, which is now grown into a Ha- 
bit ; and my Friends often tell me in a blunt Way, 
that / trot like a Horfe ; which, however, I take 
for a great Compliment : Neither fhall I difown, 
that in fpeaking I am apt to fall into the Voice 
and Manner of the Houybnbntns^ and hear my fclf 
ridiculed on that Account without the leaft Mortifi- 
cation. 

In the Midft of this Happinefs, when I looked 
upon my fclf to be fiJIy fettled for Life, my Ma- 
iler fent for me one Morning a little earlier than 
his ufual Hour. I obierved by his Countenance, 
that he was in fome Perplexity, and at a Lois how 
to begin what he had to fpeak. After a fhort Si* 
lence, he cold me, he did not know how I woukl 
cake what he was going to fay : That, in the laft 
general AiTembly, when che AiHiir of the Taboos 
was entered upon, the Repr^fentatives had taken 
Offence at his keeping a Taboo (meaning my felf ) 
in his^ Family, more like a Houybnbnm than a Brute 
Animal : That, be was known frequently to con- 

vcrfe 
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rerfe with mc, as if he coold recchrc fome Advm- 
tage or Pieafarc in my Company : Thu, fuch a: 
PnK^ce was not agreeable to Reafi^n ot Nature, 
or a Thing ever heard ofi before among them* The 
Affixnbly did therefore exbsrt him, either to em- 
ploy me like the reft of my Species, or command' 
me to fwim hack to the Place from whence I came ; 
That, thefirft of thefe E)cpcdients was utterly re- 
jofted by all the HouyhnburMSy who had ever feen 
me at his Hoofo or their own : For, they alledged. 
That becaufe I had fome Rudiments of Reafon, 
added tA the namral Pravicy of thofe Animals, it 
was to he feared, I nrngbt be able to feduce tbem 
into the woody and mountainous Parts of the Coun- 
try, and bripg them in Troops by Night to deftroy 
the Htmybnbnms Cattle, as Ixing naturally of the 
ravenous Kind, and averfe from Labour. . . 

My Matter added, That he was daily preflcd 
by the Htntybnhnms of the Neighbourhood to have 
the Affcmbly's Exhortation executed, which he 
codd not put oflr much longer. He doubted^ it 
wouM be impoffible for me to fwim to another . 
Country ; and therefore wilhed I would contrive 
fottie Sort of Vehicle refemWing thoie I had de- 
fcf ifeed to him, that might carry mc on the Sea ; • 
im which Work I Ihould have the Afliftance of his . 
own Servarrts, as well as thofeof his Neighbours* 
He concluded, that for his own I*art he could -ha v6 
been content to keep me in his Service as long as I 
lived; becaufe he found I had, cured myfelf of 
fome bad Habits and Dr^fitions, by end€aw)ur- 
ing, as far as my inferbr Nature was capable, to 
imitate the Houybnbnms. 

r SHOULD here obferve to the Reader, tlsit a 
Decree of the general Affiemhly in this Country, 
is exprefiS^d by the Word Hnbloayu^ which (ignifies 

an 
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znEf^^A^ion^ asnearasi can render u: For they 
h^vq no Conception how a rational Creature can bei 
comffiikdyhnt only advifed, or exhorted ; becaufc np 
Pcrlbn C3.n difobey Reafop, without giving up his 
GJaim to be. a ratiopal Creature. 

I WvA,s ftruck with the uttnoft Grief and Defpair 
at my Mailer's Difcpurfe ; and being .unable to 
fupport the Agonies I was under, I fell into a 
Swoon at his Feet: When T came to myfelf, he 
told me, that he concluded I had been dead. (For 
thefe People are fubjeft to no fuch Imbecillities of 
NatureJ I anfwered, in a faint Voice, that Death 
would h^ve: been too great a Happine& : That, aU 
though I could not bjame the Affembly's Exbor- 
. t^pioiti or the Urgency of his Friends ; yet, in my 
weak and corrupt Judgment, I thought it might, 
confift with Reafon to have been Icfs rigorous: 
That, I could not fwim a League, and probably 
ti>e neareft Land to theirs might be diftant above 
ap Hundred : That, many Materials, neceffary 
for making a fmall Veffel to carry me oj9F, were 
wholly wanting in. this Country ; which, however, 
I would attempt in Obedience and Gratitude to his 
Honour, although I concluded the Thing to be 
impoffible, and therefore looked on my felf as al- 
ready devoted to Deftruftion: That, the certain 
Prpfpcdt of an unnatural Death, was the leaft of 
my Evils: Fpr^ fuppofing I fhould efcape with 
Life by iome ftrange Adventure, how could I 
thmk with Temper, ofpaffing my Day$ among 
Taboos^ and relapfing huo my old Corruptions,, for 
want of Examples to. lead and keep me within thc' 
Paths of Virtue: That, I knew, too well upon 
what fblid Reaibi;^. all the Determinations of the 
wife Houyhnhnms^ were found^ not to be ihaken. 
by Ai;guments .of mit%» a mifcrable Taboei \ and 

therefore. 
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therefore, after prcfenring hhn with my humble 
Thanks for the Offer of his Servants Affiftance in 
making a Vcffcl, and defiring a reafonable Time 
for fo difficult a Work, I told him, I would en- 
deavour to prefcrve a wretched Being ; and, if 
ever I returned to England^ was not without Hopes 
of being ufefui to my own Species, by celebrating 
the Praifes of the renowned Houybnbnms^ and pro- 
pofing their Virtdes to the Imitation of Mankind. 

My Matter in a few Words made me a very 
gracious Reply, allowed me the Space of two 
Months to finifh my Boat ; and ordered the Sorrel 
Nag; my Fellow-Servant, (for fo at this Diftancc 
I may prefume to call him) to follow my Inftnjc- 
tions, bccaufe I toki my Mailer, that his Help 
would be fufficicnt, and I knew he had a Tendcr- 
nefe for me. 

In his Company my firft Bufinefs was to go to 
that Part of the Coaft, where my rebellious Crew 
had ordered me to be fct on Shore. I got upon a 
Height, and looking on every Side into the Sea, 
fancied I faw a fmall Ifland, towards the North- 
Eaft : I took out my Pocket Glafs, and could then 
dearly diftinguifli it about five Leagues off, as I 
computed ; but it appeared to the Sorrel Nag to be ' 
only a blue Cloud : For, as he had no Conception* 
of any Country befide his own, fo he could not be 
as expert in diftinguiftiing remote Objects at Sea^ as 
we who fo much converfc in that Element, 

Aftir I had difcovered thfe Ifland, I confider- 
cd no farther ; but rcfolved, it fhbuld, if poflible, 
be the firft Place of my Banilhment, leaving the 
Confequence to Fortune. * i 

I RETURNED home, and confulting with the 
Sorrel Nag, we went into a Copfe at fome Diftance, 
where I with my Knife, and he with a fharp Flint' 

fattened 



Digitized 



by Google 



jtVoYAC^ to tbeHovYn^uftu^. 349 
feftcncd very artifitially, after their Manner, to' a 
yooden Handle, cut down. fcveral Oak Wattles 
about the Thicknefa of a waBcing Staff, andfoiiw 
larger Pieces. But I fhall not trouble the Reader 
with a particular JDefcription of, my own Mccha* 
nicks: Let it fufficc to fay, that in fix .Weeks 
.*rime, with the Help of the Sorrel »Nag^ whcf per* 
formed the Parts, that required knoft Labour, 1 fi- 
Jiilhed a Sort of Indian Ganoov but much lai^r^ 
covering it with the Skins of Taboos^ well ftitctied 
together, with hempen Threads of my o\^n makc- 
ing. My Sail was likewise tompofed 6f the Skim 
otthe feme Animal ; JDut I made Ufc of thei youngi- 
eft I could get, the older being too tough and thick 1 
and I likewife provided my fcJf with four Paddles* 
I laid in a Stock; of boiled Fle(h, of Rabbets and 
Fowls ; and took with me two Veffels, one filled 
with Milk, and the otbfr with W^xtrv 
^ I TRIED my- Cap^o in a Wgc Pond near mjr 
Mailer's Hpufe, and then ciorre&?d io it what.was 
amifs ; flopping all the Chinks with Taboos Tal- 
low, until I found it ftanch, and able to bear me^ 
and my Freight. And when it was as compleat 
as I could polfibly make it, I had it drawn on a 
Carriage very gently by Tnhoos^ to the Sea-fide, 
under the Conduft of the Sorrel Nag, and another 
Servant, * 

When all was ready, and the Day came for 
my Departure, I took Leave of -my Mailer and 
Lady, and thc.^hojc Family, mine Eyes flowing 
with Tears, and my Heart quite funk with Griet 
But his Honour, out of Curiofity, and perhaps (if 
I may fpcak it without Vanity) pardy out of 
Kindnefs, was determined to fee me in my Canoo \ 
and got feveral of his neighbouring Friends to ac- 
company him. I was forced to wait above an 
.1 Hour 
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Hour fbr the Tide, and then obferving the Wind 
urery fbinmately bttring towards die Kland, tb 
which I intended to fteer my Courfe, I took a ie- 
cpnd Leai^e of my Mafter: But, as I was going t6 
praRmJtcrnf felf to kifi his Hoof, he did itie thfe 
HoTMjff to caife it gently to tiiy Mouth. I am 
not ignorant hohr much I ha^e beefi ceniiired f6r 
meatiooing •this laft Barticulfilf. Detra&brs a!r6. 
pleaied lo diink it improbable, that fo illullrious 
a ferfon Oiould delcend to give fo great a Mark 
of Diftin^ontoa Creature fo inferior as L Nei- 
dier have I Sbrgotv how wt fome Travellers arb 
to boaft of ctttaofdinary favours they have re- 
ceived. Bote, if tbde Cenfi^ets were better ac« 
quainted wiih the aoble and coiirtisous Difpofitibti 
of the HoMylMbmrnfj they wodd foon change theit 
Opinion. 

I PAID my RefpdOi to the reft l)f the ffc^f- 
inhtms in his Hconar'B Cbitmany ; then getting in* 
10 my Canoo, I paflied off MXhShoite. 
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CHAR XL 

9:be Autlwr\s dangirous Fcyage. He arrives m 
New-Holland, bcfing to fettle there. Is foound- 
ed with an Arrow by one of the Natives, is 
Seized and carried hy Force into a Portugucze 
Shif. "the great CimUties of the Caftaia. fbe 
Author arrives a$ Enolawd. 



\ 



H Began this dcfpcrate Voyage on 
February 15, 171^^ at nine o'Clock 
in the Morning. The Wind was 
very favourable ; however, I made 
Ufc at firft only of my Paddles ; 
^ but confidering I fliould foon be 
weary, and that ^he Wind might probably <:hop 
about, I ventured to fet up my little Sail ; and 
thus, with the Help of the Tide, I went at the Rate 
pf a League and a Half an Hour, as near as I 
could guels. My Mafter and his Friends continu- 
ed on the Shore, until I was ainioft out of Sight % 
and I often heard the Sorrel Nag (who always loved 
me) crying out, Hmy ilia nyba maiah Taboo^ 
Take Care of thy fclf, ^atlp nboo. 

My 
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My Deiign was, if poffiblc, to difcovcr fome 
fmall Ifland uninhabited, yet fufficient by my La- 
bour to furnifli me with Neceffaries of Life, which 
I would have thought a greater Happinefs than to 
be firft Minifter in the politcft Court of Europe ; 
fo horrible was the Idea I conceived of returning 
to live in the Society and. under the Government 
of Taboos. For, in fuch a Solitude as I defired, I 
could at leaft enjoy my own Thoughts, and refleft 
with Delight on the Virtues of thofe inimitable 
Houybnbnmsj without any Opportunity of degene- 
rating into the Vices and Corruptions of my own 
Species. 

The Reader may remember what I related 
when my Crew confpired againft me, and confined 
roc to my Cabbin. How I continued there feve- 
ral Weeks, . without knowing what Courfe we 
took 5 and when I was put* afliore.in, the Long- 
Boat, how the Sailors told me with Oaths, whe- 
ther true or falfe, that they knew not in what Part 
of the V^orld we were. However, I did then be- 
lieve us to be about ten Degrees Southward of the 
Cape of Good Hope^ or about 45 Degrees Soutbern 
Latitude, as I gathered from fome general Words 
I overheard among them, being I fuppofed to the 
Soutb'Eafi in their intended Voyage to Madagafcar. 
And, although this were but little better thah Con- 
jefture, yet I refolved to (leer my Courfe Eaftward^ 
hoping to reach the SouibfFeJl Coaft of New-HoU 
landj and perhaps fome fuch Ifland as I defired, 
lying JVeJlward of it. The Wind was full fFefty 
and by fix in the Evening, I computed I had gone 
£,aftward at leaft eighteen Leagues -, when I Ipicd' 
a very fmall Ifland about half a League off, which 
I foon reached. It was nothing but a Rock with 
one Creek, naturally arched by the Force of Tem- 

pelts. 
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l^fts, I|erc I p^c in my Cauoo, and climbing ^ 
part of the Rqck,' I could plainly difcoverJUina.to 
Ithc Eafii c;ctciidiqg from 5'ott/i& to North.. L.lay 
all Night in my Canoo ; and repeating my 
Voyage early in the. Morning, 1 arrived in fevcn 
Hours to tht South' Edft Poini of '^ewflollanL 
This confirmed . me in the Opinion l)iave long en- 
tertained)^ that the Maps 2ind Charts place tlii^ 
Coui^ry at leaft three purees more to the Eajl than 
it Really is ; which Thought. I. communicated many 
y^rs ago to niy worthv Friend Mr. Herman MoU^ 
and gaye^ higi py Reafons for it, although he bat|i 
l:a(her<:hofen to follow other Authors! 

I SAW no Inhabitants in the Place where I land- 
edi', and bdiqg. unarmed, I was afraid of venturing 
;fef into ;he Country. I; ibund fome Shell. Fifti op 
thfi ShofCi ^d cat thehn raw, ncK daring to kindle 
[k Fire, /orfeiarvojf beings jt^ifcayjered by theNative?, 
I contipjicd, ^hriee Days, fepding^ on Oyfters and 
jLiflfip^ts, tq^vcpiy o^fl Provifions ; apd J for- 
twVfiiy f«und aiBitojok pf iqecjllentjWat^r,' which 
gave me great Relief. *' ; 

jOif the fourth Day, venturing pi)t early a little 

jjpp far, I .fy^ twenty or thirty Natives upon ,a 

Height, not above, five hundred Y^ds from me. 

• Thpy- were ftark naked. Men, Womien, ^nd .Chil- 

dren^ round a Fire, as I could difcover'JDy tlbe 

Smoke. One of them fpicd me, and gave Notice 

tQ the. reft J five of thetn advanced towards me, 

leaving the Women and Children at thp Fire. 1 

nude what Hafte I could to the, Shore, and getting 

into my C^noo, flioved off: The Savages obferve- 

ing me retreat, ran after me ;. and, before I could 

get far enough into the Sea, difcharged an Arrow, 

'which wounded me deeply on. the Infide of my 

.X-eft Knee (I ft^all cawy the Mark to my Grave.) 

V0J..III. A a ' I 
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1 apprehended^ the Arrow might be poifixied ; and 
paddling oat of the Reach of their Darts (being a 
calm Day) I made a Shift to fuck the Wdund^ ixA 
dre(s it as well as I could* 

I WAS at a Lois what to do, for I dufft not re- 
fUm to the faiAe Landing Place, but ftood to the 
N^rtb^ and mh% forced to paddle ; for the Windt 
although very gentle, was againfir me, blowliig 
NmbWeft. As I was looking about fbr a fedure 
Landing Place, I fkw a Sail to the Ncrtb N^tb- 
Ea^^ which apjpearing every Minute mctfc vifible, 
I Was in fome Doubt, whether I fliouM wait for 
them or no ; but at laft m^ Dbtefl;ation of the Ta- 
boo Race prevailed; and turning my Canoo^ I 
failed and paddled tc^ther to the Souib^ and got 
into the fame Creek from whence I ^ out ih die 
Morning \ chooftng rathfcr to truft my felf among 
thcfe BarbaHahs^ dian liVe with Europedn Taboo§. 
I di^w up my Canoo as ck)fe as I could to the 
Shore, and hid my felf behind a Stone by the li^e 
Brook, which, as I haVe already &id, was otceUent 
Water. • 

Thi ^p fcame witHiw half a League of this 
Creek, aiid fent but her Long-Boat with Vefifels to 
uke in fitelh Water (for the Place it feems was 
very ^ell known) bot I did not obferve it until the 
Boat was almoft on Shore *, and it was too late to 
feek another Hiding Place, The Seamen at their 
. landing obfervcd my Canoo,. and rummaging it all 
over, eafily conjectured that the Owner could not 
be far off. Four of them well armed, fearched 
every Cranny and Lurking Hole, until at kft they 
found me flat on my Face behind the Stone, They 
gazed a while in Admiration at my ftrange uncouth 
Drefe i my C6at made of Skins, my wooden-foaled 
Shoes, and my fiirred Stockings ) from whence, 

however. 
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hfowe^r, they concluded 1 was not a Native of 
the Place, who all go naked. One of the Seamen 
lA Porivgueze bid me rile, and alked who I was* 
I undclrftood that Language vety well^ and get« 
ringiiiMh my Feet, faid, I Was a poor X}iboo\ ba- 
nif0c;d frdcri the Hckybnbnm^ and defired they 
itould pleafe to let me depart. iThey admired to 
hear me anfwer thetn in thdr bwo Tongue, and 
6w by my Complexion I muft be an European ; 
but were at a Lofi to know What I meant by Ta- 
bo0s and Houybnbntns \ and at the fame Time fell a 
laughing at my ftrang^Tone in fj[>eaking, which 
refennfaltd the ncighbg of a Hforle. I trembled 
alt the while betwiitt Fieaf and iHlatred : 1 again 
dtfired Leave to depart, and was gently moving 
to my CaiX)o; but they laid hold on me, defiring 
to know what Country I was of? Whence I came ? 
With many other Queftions. I told them I wa> 
bpirn in England^ frohl whence I came about five 
Years ago, and then their Country and ours was at 
Peace; I thereford hoped they would not treat me 
as an Enemy, fince I meant them no Harm, 
but was a poor TaboOy fceking fome defolatc 
Place where to pafs the. Remainder of my unfortu- 
nate Life. 

When they began to talk, 1 thought 1 never 
heard or faw any Thing fo unnatliral i for it ap- 
peared to mp a^ monftroUs as if a Dog or a Cow 
ihouid fpeak in England^ or a Taboii mHouybnhnmr 
land^ The honeft PortUgutze vfctt equally amazed 
at my ftrange Direfs, and the odd Manner of 
delii^ng my Words, which however. they under- 
ftood very well. They fpokt to me with great 
Humanity j and faid they Were' fure their Captain 
would carry mc gratis to Lisbon^ from whence I 
might return to my ownCoumry : That, two bf the 
A a 2 Seamen 
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Seamen ^ould go back to the Ship, to inform the 

Captain of what they hail fecn, and receive his Or-. 

ders; in the mean Time, unlefs I would give .siy 

folemn Oath not to fly^. they would fdcure me by^ 

^orce, I thought it bcft tp comply with their" 

ftopofal. They were very curious to Vnpw my 

Story, but I gave them vetjr li^^'c- S^tisfacSlion \ 

and they all conje^fhircd^ that^iny Miisfortunes had 

impaired my Reafon. la two Hours, the. Boat, 

which went loader^ with Vcflels of Water, returned 

with the Captain's Commands to fetcj^ m/e on 

Board. I fell on my Knees to preferve my liberty j 

but all was in vain, and the Meniiaving tied me 

yrith Cords, heaved nie into the Boat, froo^ whence 

i was taken into the Slup, and from thence: into the 

Captain's Cabbin. . , 

His Name was Pedro de.Mendezi he was a 
very courteous and generous Pcrfon ; he entreated 
me to give fbme Accoupt of my felf, and defired 
to know what I would cat or drink ; faid, 1 fhould 
be ufed as well as himfelf, and fpoke fo many 
obliging Things, that I wondered to find fiich Civi- 
lities from a Taboo. However, I remained filent 
and fuHen 5 I was ready to faint at the very Smell 
of him and his Men. At laft I defired fomething 
to cat put of my ownCanoo j but he ordered me a 
Chicken and fonie excellent Wine, and then di- 
refted that I (hould be put to Bed in a very clean 
Cabbin. I would hot qndrefs my felf, but lay on 
the Bed Cloaths; and. in 'half an' Hour ftole out, 
when I thought the Crew was at Dinner ; and get- 
ting to the Side of the Ship, was going to leap in- 
to the Sea, and fwirii for'my Life, rather than 
continue among Taboos: But one of the Seamen 
prevented me, and having informed the Captain, I 
was chained to my Cabbin. 

Aftir. 
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Af'tbR' Dinner B(m Pedro came to me, and 
defifcd tQ know my Rcafon for fo defperate an At-^ 
tempt ; aflUred me W only meant to do me all the 
Service he was able 5 and (poke fo very movingly, 
that at laft r defceaded to treat him like an Ani- 
mal which bad fomc little Portion of Reafon, I 
gave him a very Ihort Relation of my Voyage ; of 
the Confpiracy ag^inft me by my own Men \ of 
the Countiy where they fet me on Shore ; and of 
pr)y.£ve Years Rcfidcnce there. All which he 
looked upon as if it- were a Dream or a Vifion \ 
whereat I took great Offence: For I had quite for- 
gottht Faculty of Lying, So peculiar to Taboos in 
all Gountrieis whene they prefide^.and conf«jucmly 
the Difpcfition of fufpcfting Truth in others di 
their own Species. I aflced ham. Whether it were 
^e Cuftom^ of his Coitotry to fay the Thing ibat was 
motf I affiired him I had almoft foi^ot what he 
imeadt by Falihobd ; and if I had lived a thoufand 
.Years in Hovylmbnrnkndy I ihould never have 
heard a Lie from the mcaneft Servant : That, I 
was akogcthcr indifferent -whether he bdievsed mc 
or no I but however, in Return for his Favours, 
r would give f6 much Allowance to the Corruption 
;of hisiNature, as to anfwer any Objedion lie would 
]^eafe tx> make; and he might eafily difcovcr the 
Truth, 

The Captain, a wife Man, after many Endea- 
vours to catch me ti-ipping in fome Part of my 
Story, at laft began to have a better Opinion of 
my Veracity. But he added, that fince I profeftd 
fo inviolable an Attachment to Truth, I muft give 
hkn my Word of Honour to bear him Company 
in this Voyage, without attempting any Thing a- 

fiinfk my Life ; or elfe he would continue me a 
rifoner until we arrived at Ushon. I gave him 

the 
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the Pit)mife he required ; bUt at the * iaine Time 
proteftcd^ that I would fufFcr the greatcft Hardlhips 
rather than return to live ainong Taboos. 

Our Voyage paffed without any confiderahlc 
Accident. In Gratitude to tl^ Captain I fome- 
times fate .with him at his earned Requeft, and 
ftrove to eonccal ray Antipathy ag^tnft human 
ICiod) attlnnigh it oiteh broke but ; which he fuf** 
fcred to pafs without Obferyatlon. . But the gre^tcft 
Part of the Day, I confined my felf lo my Cabbing 
to avoid feeing any of the Crew. The Captain bad 
often intrcated me to ftrip myfclf of my Savage 
Drefs, and oSered to fcnd me the bcft Suit g( 
Cloaths he had. . This I would not be prevailed 
on to accept, abhorring to cover myfelf with any 
Thing that had been on the Sack of a Taboo. I 
only defired he would lend tne two dczh Shirts; 
which having been wa(hed flnce he wore them, \ 
believed ^vould jiot fa much xfcfite tnL Thefe i 
chan^d every fecond JQay, arid \«afhed them 
;my ^If- 

. \yE arrived at Lisbon^ Nov. 5, 1715. At our 
Janding^ the Ckptain forced me <to cover my fclf 
.with his Cloak, jto prevent' the Rabble frpm ooud- 
ing about me. I was conveyed to his own Houfei 
and at my carncft Requeft, he led mc up to the 
bighcft Room backwards. I conjured him to con- 
ccai from all Perfons what I had told him of the 
Houybnbnms i bccaufc the leaft Hint of ftich a 
Scory^ would not only draw Numbers of People to 
fee me, but probably put mc ip Danger of being 
imprifoned, or burnt by the It^tfuion. The 
Captain perfuaded me to accept a Suit of Cloaths 
newly made ; but I would not fuffcr the Taytor to 
take my Meaiure ; however, Eton Pedro being al- 
moft of my S.ize, tlieyj fitted .mciKrell enough. He 

accoutred 
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^BO£Ooim4 tncvfithcfthanVlGccffmcs aU new, :whi€h, 
I aired fw tuoeacy .foup^Hoar$> bef|)re I would ufe 

:Th,b Captain had no Wife, nor above three 

SerwaBtv nd*^ <>f ^'^icl^ ^^re fuflfcred tp attend at 

Meals:; qnukiiis whible I>cpQrtmaK wa3 Iq qbliger 

ii^, ad^ io ^iy good itman Underftanding, 

that I really began to tolerate his Company. He 

:tgRiipiiaf.(srtv^ mcy that tve6ttiiedfo.iopk^ out 

of the ibaj^cj Window* %. D^reesJ was brought 

Smo anc^r, Roono, from wjbeice 1 jpeeped into 

lihe &reet^Ibut dreir my Hqul bacJ^ iin .;^ Frightu 

In «a. Week^ Time he . iediic^ ; me down to the 

DocH-. >^Iioitnd my Terror gradually {eflened, but 

uny Hatred and Contenipt (qemed tp inci^eafe. t 

-was>at:laft-b6kl enough to witlk th^ Street, in hiis 

cQMiip^ny,3 hm kept mjf Noft wpU itppped ^ith 

Rue, or femettnacs Iwitfc TobaccQ. 

In ten Daiyt^ Don PedrQ^ to whpm I hzd gU 
ven fome Asooynt of ity domeftick Affairs, put it 
fippn jne as a Fotne of Hofioar and Confaence^ 
that I ought to return tp mi n^ive Ccmntry , and 
live at Home with my Wife and Children. He 
told me; ttveic ms an Engli^ Ship in thp Port, juft 
iready to fail, and hcf wotild furniih nxf yrith all 

- Things neceffiuy. It would be ^iput to repeat 

- his ArgumeiltSt and 'my Cpntradi^ions. |ie fkid» 
itwas lUtogether impofllbie to find fyfix a folitary 
Ifland as f hftd de£bred fo live in; but I might 
command in my own Houfe, and pafs my Time in 

■• a Mannd- as replufe as; Lpieafed. 

I coi&i^ LI BO at laft» indlng t could not do bet- 
ter. I: left lishon the 24th Day of Nwmber^ in 
: an £;sg^ Merchant* Man, but who was the Maimer 
; i neirep^ inquired* Don,JV^ aiccpmpanied me to 
the Ship^ an4 lent me;twpiic/ Pounds. He took 

kivd 
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kind Liti^t of mtj and encibtacod me atpknmgri 
which I bore as well as Lcould. Diirii^ thistlaft 
Voyage I had no Commerce with the Mafter, or 
*ny of his Man i but pretending I was Ock, kept 
clofe in my Cabbin. On thfc fifih cf Destmber^ 
t*7i$t'^^ ^^ AnchoPin the ppwmdbom xdat>m 
the Mormifg, and «t tht» in the A&^nooa I got 
feft to my Houfeak Redriff.^ . - . 

My Wife and Family rjeacived. me. wkh f^c^ 
Surprite ^nd ^oy; Jb^taim tboy cbhcluiied;me cer- 
kinlfdead^ biltJiiNril finlyeooofeg/. cbe-^faDof 
them telled itie 1>ii)y>iirith* Httted^ :Di%i]d^ and 
.C6ritttApt J 'afldi tlb mbw, iiy TefieftuJ^ pnlhe pear 
jAiliand^ i had to the^m '-^iFats altboag|i.(ince my 
UDfi5/hiAatte Exile fFoms^^iiouyMmn<joij^^ I 
hid bpilApdIed myijfelfoioft»ierate ijAtt Si^t x^ la^ 
hooh W.to contewfo'^ittk IkmPedM ^A^ndszi 
vet my Memory Mdlmkgmationi.w^ peipetually 
-nfled^^ wi^h the Virtues: afidlddas^^chofe exalted 
■Uduyhnhtms. And wteo' I bcganifiOboAifidcr, that 
by eopute^ng wiihwid4fither<2^a.Spcdes, I b^ 
beeod^e d'Parent idf iiicve^' it ftrodonne^iwiththeut- 
Tnoft Shimej Confefion^VandHori«ort 

As fobn as I entered' the Hoofei n^. Wife took 
hie in hcf^ Afms^ eind ktfled me % at wiikh, have- 
in]^ not been ufedi^ the Touch of itbat odioiis Ani- 
mal for fo many Years J I feH in a Swoon for al- 
' moft ah Hoiir. At the Time I wniifritiog, it U 
five Yfcars finoe my laft Return to England: Du- 
ring the^firft'Year I coaW not endure niy Wife or 
Children in my PTeifeicQ^ i die very Smell: of thon 
'was intolerable ; -ntftich feis could I fufiiar than to 
tat in'tfte fahieH^m;. "To this Hojir tfccy <krc 
not 'prefome tt> toilich .my Bicad^ or drink out .of 
the fan^ Cup \ neithfer ^was t ever able, to let one 
of them caki me bty ^ Hand. The firft Money 
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I laid out was to buy two young Stone Horfes, 
yftiidi I keep in a ^bod Stable, and next to dtfm 
tl^ Groom is my gusateft Farourite; fop I feel my 
Spirits revived by the Siftell he contrafts in the 
S^ble. My Hpifes underftand me tolerably weH ^ 
Ijconveffe^th.them at leaft four Hours every 
Day. -'Fhey are- Strangers to Bridle or Sadcile } 
they live in great Aaiity with xne, and Fri^ndibip 
peach other, .* - ^ 
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c f? A f. XII, : 

"the Aathn^i VeroHty. His Defyn in ftAUftmig 
ibis fTark. His C^ure rf tbefe traveUers ix4» 
fwerve frm the Tnab. tbi J^tbor clears Um^ 
fel/frm a$ty fttiiJUr Ends in fFritit^. An Q^ 
jeSiw at^wired. ^ NUtbed of planting Colih 
flits. His Native Ctmntry commended. The 
^bi of tbe Crown 4o tbofe Countrief defcribed iy 
SbeAutbor. isj^ified. 'TbeB^cuUy of conquer- 
inig tbem. . ^ 4nfbor iaketb ml^ft Leave of tbe 
Reader \ propofetb bis Manner of JLimng for tbe 
fi^flf^ y ff^^ good Jdviu^ andcmMlftb. 

iHUS, gentk Reader^ Lhak given 
thcc a faithful HiftoFy of imy Travels 
ftar fi3BBen Years, aiid^|ihove fcvcn 
Mondu I wtBereixiJ have not been fo 
ftudioas of Orn^fti^ fis of Truth. 
I eould perhajps, like otbersi'haveaftonifhed thee 
with ftrangc improbable Talcs 5 but» I rather chofe 
to relate plain Matter of Fadt in the fimpleft Man- 
ner and Style ; bccaufe my principal Defign was to 
inform, and not tp ami|(e thee. 

It is cafy for us who travel into remote Coun- 
tries, which arc feldom vifited by Englijbmen or 
other Europeans^ to form Dcfcriptions of wonder- 
till AitfUate both at Sea and Land. Whereas, a 

Traveller's 
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Ti*Vidter*s chief iAlm fltould be to make Men 
u^^tferaiKi better^ and to improve their Minds by 
the bad, as well je good Example of what they 
deliver concerning foreign Races, ^ 

I COULD heartily wifh a Law were enafted, that^ 
every Traveller, before he werep^mitied to publifh 
Jiis Voyages, IBould be. obliged m make Oath be- 
fore the Lord.Higb CbancdkTy that all he intended 
to print was al^olutdy tme. cotl^beft of his Knowt 
ledge \ for, then the WorW^ would no Icmger ht 
deceived as it ufpally is, while fome Writers, to 
imake their Wcn^s pa& the bicier upc&i the Pub* 
:]ick, impofe the grofleft Falfitte on die imwary 
Jieader. * I have perufed feveral Boc^s^cf Trsvdi 
with great Delight in my younger Daya ;. but ha¥^ 
ing fince gone oiver mdl farts of tli^ Globe, and 
•been able to ccntfradiigt many fi^)ubus Accoums 
from my own OUervation ; it hs^ given n» agcear 
^DSgaftagalnft this Part of Rtadii^i andJome In- 
dignation to &e the Credulity of Mankind fo impor- 
dently abufed* Thctefbre, {inoe my AoqwimaoGb 
were pleafed to think my poor Endeavours might 
not be unacceptable to my Country -, I tmpbfed i^ 
my felf as a Maxim, mver to be fwoired from, th^ 
i wouki ftriSfy o^Ohtb to Truth ; neitter indeed 
can I be ever under the leaft Temptation to vary 
'from it, while I retain in my Mimi the Lcihircs 
and Example of my noble Mafter, and the other 
illuftrious Houyhthnms^ Of whom I had fo long ^ 
Hoiibur to be an humble Hearer* 

"-"--^Nuji miferum F^rtum Simmem 

FInxitj vat^fn eiiam^ mefdactmfie imfrabafiti^it. 

I KNOW very well, how Iktle Reputation is to 
be got by Writings which require neitlm' Genius ncr 

Learning, 
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Learning, nor indeed any other Talent, ^gctsit z 
goodMemory, or an exai^^cmW. I know like- 
wife, that Writers of Trar^, like DiShnary^ 
Makers, are funk into Oblivioii by the Weight and 
Bulk of tbofe who come laft, and therdbre lie.t^p* 
peraioft. And, it is highly proh^le, that fucb 
TmmlJers who* (hail h^CB&tr vifit the Countries 
ddcribedin tUs Work of. mine, may, by de^e£ting 
my Errofi, (if tfaesc be asj) atid juUiog maay new 
CSfooveries^ their ows^ jdUe me Mt of Yogjue, 
and Aantl in miy Pkoe^ rnakiilg the World fc^get 
ihat everi-was on Aodior* This, indeed, V96uld 
tie foetgiMt A Moitifitacson if I wrote for F^me : 
Sttt, as Qiy IbJe Intention wa^ the Pvblici; Good, 
t canaoe be ailogetbiMr * difi^;>potitted. JFw, ^ho 
cam lad the . Virtucs^ I faaFe meimoned in the 
^iogioas Mm^kdmmsj without being afliamed of 
Ji^ pwa ViGBs^ when he oonfiders himfdf as die 
nmibningi, govwning . Animals (si hk Cooiftry ? I 
A|il % -Ao^sngl ci tku^ j^mote Nadcms where 
^ftbw prefidcf amongft, which. tfne It^ oerrupttd 
jte the. Bfibdbi^naguafSy whofe ?wife Maxiraifi in 
Morality and G^vernmeai]^ ^it^toM be ourl^lf^)- 
pine& to obfervs; iBurltfedbear^dfcahtieg £mher, 
juid rather leave ^he judiciou^JReader to his own Re- 
marks and A|^licatioi»« ■.. \ 

I Ai^ not a Kttle plealed.that ;tttsrWork of inii^ 
can poffibly meet with no Cenfui^rs: iFbr what 
Objcdiona can. be nwdc againft a - Writer who re- 
lates only plain Fads, that happened io £ich dtftant 
Countries, where we have not the leaft Intereft 
with Refped eitJwr to Trick or N^gocfettions ? I 
have carefully avoided cv?ry Fault with wliich 
common Writers of Isfavels are often too juWy 
char^. Bcfidcs, I meddle not the Jeaft with any 
J^^artyy JMit write, without PaffioD, Piaudice. or Ill- 
will 
/ 
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wiU $^hft tdy Matt or NaAifaer of Mcif >;tfI»tfiH 
arer. I write IcH* t^^obbidn: End, 10 inform and: 
inftlui&.MjLhkifld^ ^cr Wfaem I itoagrv wkhoui 
BH:acii of ModeS^i pr^end.to ibnie^ Superiority^' 
froinr the Adwntagcs I rci:civcd by conwrfifig fe 
]<UQg,ftim^ the i»oft: «:(x>Q3plt(l^:ifito)^ 
I irme widiout aoy Vkw jtowanfi Srtifit cr Bratfer 
I, ntiren ftiffer a Word to: |^ that may Jobk lik» 
Re&dioQ^ w {>ofribly ^ve the l«ft G^eKe etcii 
to thofe who are ntoftr r^y to tidif^it^ .Sd^diac^ J 
hope, I may with Juftice rproimnse ihyi&if an 
AotbiH- perfe&ly^ bkmele& ; 2^ffkA whfom thr. 
Tribes of Anfw^rtrs, CortSdierwrs, Obfelve|s,Hl- 
fledecs, Dete&erv R^murkers, witt oieirer be aUe i& 
find Matter for cxerctiing their Talems^ 

I cONf ESS, ;it;w^ ^irhi^ier^'to tmc^ tfet I/ms 
|)oUnd in Duty 6s a cStti;^' ^ JEisgi&Mvrtot baw 
given in % Mcimorkl to a Secrdary m State, at mjr 
firft coming dver^ -bocaiife, wkotcNrci^ {Lands xuti 
difcovered by ar 'Sdb^v beloQg cb the Craimu 
But, I <kmbt, whether our CmK]p3cS:s in the.Councrte 
I treat of, would be as eafy as th(Ofe^<rf^ StrdbtmA 
CorteZf over the iwkoi Amerimm^ The LUliftt- 
UMi I chink, are hardly worth the C^rgeiof /a 
Fleet and Army to reduce them ; and I qusftion 
whether it might be f^udent or fafe to attempt *^ 
BrxMingna^ans : Or, whether an Eifgl^ Afmy 
would be much at their Eafe tmh the Elying 
lOand over their Heads^ The thiiybidonms^ in- 
deed, ai^)ear oatjobc fo weU ppeparedfbr War^ ba 
Scteooe to which they^^are per^d Stran^rs, and 
efpecially agamft miffive W^aposs^ i;iorwcvier, 
ii)p|)ofing my lelf to be a Minifter of Scaite, I could 
. nevte gtK my Advice £9r lavadhig'tiRm. Tiieir 
Prudence, Unammky^ Unacq«aiat«*dhrfe whUFcar, 
and their Love of their Country, woi^ld ^ui^ly fup- 
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ply all Deftfts in the Military Art. Inu^irte tweii«^ 
cy tbou£uid of ;liem brcal^ ioto the Midft d 
an E»$pi0i^ Army, a>nfoaiiding the Ranks, ova^* 
timiing the Guris^es, battering the Warriar3 Fju« 
into Mommy, by terrtbte Yer%$ from their hinder 
ffoc^: iPw they would i«eU dc&rve the Chara&er 

K'ven to Attgupis ; Ba^itrat md^t m^s. 
It iAftnd of Propofiils for conquering that mag- 
Mnimoua Nation, I rathei: wifli they were in a 
Capacity or IX^»fition to fend a f officient Number 
of dietr iohafaicams for civihttng E^mpe % by 
teachii^ w the firft Prindples of Honour, Jufticc, 
Troth^ Tempecanoe, ptiblick Spirit, F<M^mde, 
CSa^ty, Frindftip, Benevdence, and Fkidity. 
The Nmn€$ of all which Yirtuea are ftill remined 
among i» in moft Languages) and are to be met 
widx in modem as well as ancient AuduHS \ which I 
am abkto aflertfrom my own fmalf Reading. 

BvT, I had another Res^n which made roe kis 
forward toenkrge his b^L}dty*< Domioions by my 
Difcoveries: To hy the Truth, I had conceived a 
few Scruples with relation .to the di&ributive Juftice 
of Prince upon thofe Occafions. For Inftance, 
A Crew of Pyrates are Jlriven by a Storm they 
know not whither % at Length a Boy difcorers Land 
ironrt the Top*maft ; they p} on Shore to rob and 
phinder *, th^ fee an harmleft Pe<^* are enter- 
tained with Kindrnfi, they give the Cbufltry a new 
Name, they take formal Poi&ffion of it for the 
King, they fet tip a rotten Plank or a Stme ibr a 
Memoftal, diey murder two or thnee Dosietiof the 
Natives, brii^ away a Couple more by Force %a 
Samf^e^ return home, and get their Pardon. 
Herecomnaeiweth a new Dominion acquired, with a 
Tide by Drome R^bt. Ships are fern with the firft 
Opportuoicy $ theNatiV^ea driven^ oik or deftroyed, 

thair 
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flidr Mridfirtomtftd tbdiico^tt tHck Goldi afirce 
Licfen^e g^^n to ^11 Aas of Ifthumftnky and Luft ; 
^e Earth reekiAg with die Blood i>f its fohabks^ms : 
And this «et#aMe Crew of Botchers eniidoycd in 
fb pious an Expedicion, is a iff^/imi Colofiy ifent icf 
convert and ayiikit an idolacroos and barbarous 
-ftlOpte. 

BvT this Deicription, I confeg, dOth by no 
^eans affcft thfe BrUi0 Nation, Who may be an 
Example to the Whote World, for their Wifdom^ 
Care, and Juftite in pknti7i|g Colonies ; the liberal 
Endowments fbr the Adv<MeMent Of Rei^ion and 
]j4liirning \ dkit Choice of devout ind able Paflxirt 
t^ pro^^ie CbffjHdnit) ; their Oaition in (lOcki» 
thar ProvkMM widi People of fober Lives and 
Cbnverfaacms'^fitmi this die Mother Kingdom i, 
their ftrid Regard to the Difti^tion of Jufttce^ 
in iuppljring the civil Admhiiftration through aU 
ihrir CblOniei with Otift^rs of the i^tateft Abilities, 
litter Skrtf^eri tb Oorinption t And to- crown a!U 
by lending the mod vigilant and virtuous Govefw 
norst who haM no other Views than the Happineft 
^f the Pieople ov«r whom they prefide, and die 
Honour of the King tKeir Mi^er. 

But, as thofe Gentries which I have deibribed 
d# not appear to have a Defire of being conquered, 
and cuOaVed, murdered or driven out by Colonka % 
nor abound either in Gold, Stiver, Sugar or To- 
bacco s I did humbly eonceive they were by ho 
Means praper Obje^ of our Zeal, our Valour, or 
our Inteitft. However^ if thoie whom it may 
concern, think fit to be of another Opinion, I am 
ready to depofe, when I (hall be lawfully called. That 
no Emr^petm did et^er vifit thefe Countries befbieme. 
I mean, if the Inhabitants ought to be believed. 

Btf Ti as to the Formality^ taking Poffcflion in 

my 
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my SbTcrdgn's Na8ie» k wimr qvneioi^ee i|i|a my 
Thoughts; and if k hid, ytt:A8«y^^Afai«i ihei 
ftood» I fliDuId pcdi^A uk PcMt i^lBm^^^m ^ 
&lf-Prefi;nrtttQn» biOrt put i| off to ti be^fr.Q^ 
ponuoity* ' ,.> 

Having ihw 9^wt)^ th§iitfy:Q\^mth9i 
am be raifed againft me as a Traireller \ I he^etalKft 
a final Leave ot my cQurtaous Resftdors, and. resurri 
to enjoy my Qwa.Sp(Dq»i|%QQtisip 4t|y Uttk Q«r<le« 
U R^lfif^^ » apply Aofc cjGoOIcnt Ji-efipM of Vir- 
tue which I learMd aittoog the Umij^^bmns \ tb 
inftrnft the ^iMboor of my own Family as far as I 
Aall find them dociWe Anitiuds i tfi^ behold tof 
¥igatc often in a Gk&9 and thnS) if -f^flibte, fan- 
hift^ate my felf* by Ttnie, tqi»fcBrite,«bf^Sigte <rf 
itiMrnxmCreatare: To Imii^ttt t^MtmUiy o{ Hmy- 
Jmlmms in my owm CoHntiy, but ^19179 «i^t tbf^k 
Per&m with Rc^netfti for the . Siijte of my nobjicf 
JMafter^ hb Fattily, his Fiwnda, jit^allMt.wMe 
JSouybiimn Hace, ^hom thcfe 43f ^9ilifMe itbe B^ 
-tionx to refemble in ^; their l#iJPAa»t!ntfl^ ihewewtir 
idMtr intelkftuals came to deg^iMraiie^.! T 

I jiiGAN iaft W^ to permits my^W^fe to &t 
at Dinner with me^ at the ffutheft End <^^ 1^4g 
Stable ; and to tt^^i\m yt'ithji^^f^^l^ 
^ £w Qi^dlions 1 1^90^ Yet tb^ SmoU ,of -^a 

Xabeo contimiing very of&nfive^ ;I.ai¥^y$ kc^ 
•my Nofe well ftc^ped wi<ii Ki^p^iJLMrimder) cm: 
Tobacco Leaves. And although it^. be hard for- ti 
M^n late in Life to remove old Habj^i. I am. not 
^tc^ether out of Hopes in fome Tin>« Jto fQflfer a 
;Neigbbouct2^^ in n^ Omipwy, withom t|^ Appr^ 
honfions I am yet under of his Teptb cm: bis Gktws.^ 
. Mv Reconcilement to dieliA^JRiaid in general 
might not be fo difficult, if they watiU be <2pntept 
wiib.thofc Vices. and FoUics ttwy Jfl^ich .Nature' 

hath 
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iiath entitled them to. I am not in the leaft pro^ 
▼oked attheSigbtofaLawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Co/* 
lone], a FooU a Lord, a Gamefter, a Politician, a 
Whoremonger, a Phyficiaa, an Eifdencc, a Sub* 
6mer, an Attorney, a Traytw, or the like : This 
is all according to the dw Courfe of Things : But^ 
^hen I behold a Lump of Deformity, and Dit 
fcafes both in Body and Mind; fmitten with Pride^ 
it immediately bitaks all tte Mea&res of my Pa^ 
tteiice ; neither ihall 1 be ever aUe to comprehend 
how fuch an Animal and fuch a Vice could t^Uy to- 
gether. The wife and virtuous Houybnbnmsj who 
abound m alf ExceUenctes that can adorn a rational 
Creature, have no Name for this Vice in their 
Language, which hath no Terms to exprefs any 
Thing that is evil, except thofe whereby they de- 
fcnbd dMj' iiteidkable Qualiues bf iii^h nhdbhy^it 
mong which they were not able to diftinguifh this of 
Pride;, for want of thoMUghly underftahding hu- 
mane Nature; as it iheweth it felf in other Coun- 
tries, wkerf that AniptiO |)refides. Beit I; who 
had more Experience, could plainly obferve Ibme 
Rudiments of it among tit^ wild Yahoos, 

But t\it Houybnbnfnsj who Ifi^ under the 60- 
vernn^^nr of Reaibn^ are no more prQu4 of the 
good 'Qualities they pollefs, than I ftonld be fof 
xx>t wanting a Leg or an Arm, which no Man iti 
his Wits would boaft of, aldMwgh he muft be mi- 
ferable without them. . I dwell tite longer upon this 
Subgcdfrom the Defire Ihave to makt the Society 
of an Engtifi Thbbo by any Means not infuppqrta- 
vble; and therefore, I here ihtreat thofe who have 
any Tincture of this ahfurd Vice, that they will 
not prefume to appear m my Sight, 

FINIS, 

Toi.Ili. Bb ne 
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The three fallomMg Poems were writtatt asvoe are 
informed, by DoSor Arbuthnot» Ajir. PoPEi 



to 
S^UII^BU S FLESTRINi 

THE 
MAN^MOUNTAIN^ 

A 

Lilliputian ODE. 



TT N Amaze 
1 Loft, Igaze. 

!an our Eyes 
^.each thy Si?e f 
May my Lays 
Swell with Prailc, 


c 


Worthy thee ! 
Worthy: mc! 


Mufe 


/ 
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Mofc infpire, ,, 

All thy Fire! 
Bards of old 
Of him told. 
When they faid » : 
Atlas Head . .', 

Propt the Skies: - ■ . .^ 

Sec ! and believe your.JSyesI 

See him ftride 

Valleys wide : < ' ' ' 

Over Woods, ' 

Over Floodsi 

When hefreai, ' 

Mountains Heads, 

Oroan and Ibakc : 

Armies quake, 

Left his Sourn 

Ov( 

Ma 

Tr< 

Lef 

Spe 
„ LeftanHoft 
Beneath his Foot i)c Idft, 

Ilf. 

Turn'd,afide, 
From his tiidc, ^ 

Bba 3^fe 



Digitized 



by Google 



I 37^ 1 
Safe from Wound 
Darts rebound. 
From his Nofe 
Clouds he blows: 
When he ipeaks^ 
Thunder breaks! 
When he eats. 
Famine threats! 
When he drinks, 
Nepntnt ihrinks I 
Nigh thy Ear, 
In mid Air, 
On thy Hand, 
Let me ftand ; 
SofliaUI 
Lofty Poet ! -touch the Sky. 



THE 
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THE 

LAMENTATION 

OLUMDALCLirCJJ, 

FOR 

The Lofs of Grildrio. 

A PASTORAL, 

SOON a^ Glumiablitcb mt&M her pie^iTing Care, 
She wept, fhe blubbered, and flie tore her Hair. 
No Britijb Mifi fincerer Grief has known. 
Her Squirrel miffing, or her Sparrow flown. 
Sh^furN her Sampler, and hawPdin her Thread, 
Andftuck her Needle into Grildrifs'Rcd ; 
Then fpread her Hands, and with a Bounce let fall 
Her Baby, like the Giant in Guildhall. 
In Peals of Thunder now flie roars, and now 
She gently whimpers like a lowing Cow: 

Yet 
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Yet tevcly in her Sorrow (till appears : 
-Her Locks diftievcll*d, and her Flood of Tcar^ 
ecm like the lofty Barn of fomc rich Sw^n, 
W|ien from the Thatch drips faft a Show'r of Rain. . 

Ik vain flic fearchM each Cranny of the Houfc,* 
Each gaping Chink impervious to aMoufe.' 

Was it for this ((he cry'd) witH daily Care, aa 
« Within thy Reach I fet the Vinegar ? ^f^ 

< And filled ^t Cruet with tlie acideTide^ 

* While Pepper-Water Worms thy Bait fupply'd •, 

< Where twin*d the Silver Eel around thy Hook, 

< And all the little Monfters of the Brook. 

* Sure jn riiat Lake he dropt : My Gri/^'s dro*n'4- • 
She irag^i the Cruet, but no Grildrig found. 

« Vain is thy Courage, Cr///y, vain thyBoaft: 

* But little (features cmerpri^e the moft. 

« Trembling, IVe feen thee dare the Kitten's Paw ; 

* Nay milt with Childrcni as they playM at Taw ; 
« Nor fear the Marbles, as they bounding flew : 

« Marbles to them, but rdlling Rocks to you* 

f Whv did I truft thee with that giddy Youth ^ 

* Who from a Page can never learn the Truth ? 

« Vers'd in Court-Tricks, that Money-loving Boy, 

* To Ibme Lord's Daughter fold the Jiving Toy j 

* Or rent him Limb from Limb in cruel Play, 

* A$ Children tear the Wings of Fiic* *way. 
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« From Place to Place o'er BrcMingnag PU 

* roam, , % 

* And nevf jr wUl return, or bring thee home. 

' But w|io hath Eyes to trace the paffing Wind? 

* How then, thy fiury Foptfteps can I find? 

* Doft thou bewilder'd wander all alone, 

* In the green Thicket of a mofly Stone, 

* Pr wnibled from the Toadftool*s flipp'ry Round, 

* Pcrhapsallmaim'd, lie grov Ming on the Ground? . 

* Doft thou, imbofom*d in the lovely Rofe, 

* pr ilmk within the Peach's Do^ri, repofe? 

* Within the King-Cup ir thy Limbs are fpread, "■■ 

* Qr in the golden Cowflip-s Velvet Head, 

« P Ihew me, Eora! *nudft thofe Sweets, the 

« Flow'r, 
' Where flceps my Grildrig in his fragrant Bow'r ! 

* But ah 1 I fear thy little Fancy xovt:^ 
N* On little Females, and on little Loves ; 

* Thy pigmy Children, and thy tiny Spoufe, 

* The Baby Play-Things that adorn thy Houfe, 

* Doors^ Windows, Chimneys, and the fpacious 

i: Rooms, * 

« Equal in Size, to Cells of Honeycombs. 

* Haft thou for thefe now venturM from, the Shore, 

* Thy Bark a Bean-Shell, and a Stfaw thy Oar ? 

* Or in thy Box, now bounding on the Main ? 
« Shall I ne'er bear thy fclf and Houie again ? 

* And (hall I fet thee on my Hand no more, 

* To fee thee leap the Lines, and traverfc o*cr 

• My 
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* My ipacioiii Palm ? Of Scature fcarce a Spon^ 
<^Mimick the Addons of a real Man? 

* No more behold thee turn my Watches Key, 

* As Seamen at a Capftcrn Anchors ifeigh ? 

^ How were thoa wont tp w|dk wkh eaudous 
* Tread, 

* A Difh of Tea like Milk-Riil on thy Head ? 

^ How chafe the Mke that bore thy Oieefc away, 

* And keep the rolling Maggot at a Bay ? 

She faid i but broken Accents ttopt her Voice, 
Soft as the ^)eaking-Trumpet^s mellow Noife: 
She Ibbt^d a Storm, and wip'd her flawing Eye^, 
V9Tiich fecm^d Kkc two broad Suns in mifty Skies: 
O! fquander not thy Grief i thofc Tears command^ 
To weep upon our Cod in Nefjtfoundlsnd : 
'^hc plenteous Pickle (hall prcferve the Fifli^ 
^nd Eunfe tafte thy Sorrows in her Difh^ 



MART 
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MART GULLIFI^R 

TO 

Capt. LBMUBl, GULLIVER, 

A R G U M E N T, 



^be Captain^ fame 7ime after Bis Return^ hitig rer 
tired to Mr. S'Tmtson^j in the Qnmtry^ Mrs^ 
GuLLiV^k, appr^benMfig frm bis late Beba^ 
viour^ feme Eftrut^ement cf Us AffeQms^ writes 
him the foUowixg expoftidating^ foo^^^> ^ *^^ 
icrly^complaining Epiftle. 



ELCXDME^ thrice welcome^ to thy na- 



VV tivc Place! 



• What, touch me not? What, ihun a Wife's 

Embrace? 

Have 
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H^re I fbr this thy tedious Abfence born. 

And wak'd, and wifb'd whole Nights for thy 

Return? 
In five long Years I took no fecopd Spoufe i 
^hitRedri^ Wife ib lonjg hath kept her Vows J 
I our Eyes, your Nofc, Inconftancy betray j 
Your Nbfe you ftop, your Eyes you turn away. 
'Tis iaid, that thou ihouldft chsvi "unta tby wjfe ; 
Onco ib9it d^flrclctvcf an^i /cpUldxleavc.fot |jfc. 
Hear, and relent ! Dark, fiow thy Children moan ; 
Be kind at lead to there, they are thy own ; 
Be bokl, and count them all ; fecure to find 
The honeft Number that you left behind. 
Se&Mw they'pat theo with Ih^r |>riBtty Paws : 
Why ftart you? Arc they Snakes ? Or have they 

Claws? ' 

Thy Ghriftiart'Seed, our mutual FIcfh and Bone: 
Be kind at leaft to thde, they are thy own. 
. \ . * . - ' ■ . . i. 
* BIDDEI^Xikt thee, might fartheft IndiA 
rove; - . 

He chapg*d his 0>Mntry, but retained hisXx>vfi. 
There's" Captain i^ameU abfent half his life, ' 
Comes back, and is the kinder to his Wife; 
Yet PameP& Wife is brown, compared to me. 
And Miftrefs Biddel furc is Fifty-three. 



* Names of Sea Captains mentioned in Culliwr*s Travels. 

Not 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'rS3^^ 



[ 3Z9 ] 

Not touch mc) i^fcycr fTcighbopj: call'd mc^ 
Slut: ' ; ' ■ '\y .'•':'[ 

Wa8^%«flyf$ Pamc more fwect jn JJlliputP, 
Pwn6 red Hair to brc^he an odious Fume \ 
0^\ Icaft thy Confort's cleaner than thy Gr(?(?;». 
Why then that dirty Stable goy thy Care ? 
What mean thofc Vifitsto tht Sorrel Man? 
Say, by what Witchcraft, or what Dsemon led, 
Prcfcrr?ft thou IMtcr to the Nf arriage Bed ? 

Some fay the Dev'lWnafcJf is in that JI4fif[^ 
If fo, 0Mr ^tf» (hail drive him forth by Prayer. 
Some think you mad, fome think you are pofleft, 
Th^t B^am and <;le^n Straw woa|d fuit ypu befl:: 
Vain Means, alas, this Frenzy to appeafe! 
That Stirav\ Shftt SifM) wouW hcightcrf the ^feaie, 



" ' i * 



Mr/Bed (the Scefte of all ourforiijef Jtey«, 
Witnels twp lovply Girls, two lovely Boys) 
Alone I preft \ ip Dreams I call my Dear, 
I ftrejch my Hand, no Guliher is there! 
I wake, I tU§i and flriv'ring with the Froft, 
Search s^ll the Houfe 5 my GuUhcr is toft ! 
Forth in the Street I ru(h with ffantick Cries ; 
TJ^h^ Windows open \ all the Neighbours rife: 
IVber^Jkeps my Gulliver ? O Ull me where ! 
The^eighbours anfwer, * UTtlb the Sorrel Mate, 

At early Morn, I to the Market hafte, 
CStudious in ev*ry Thing to pkafc thy tafte ^ 
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A axtixmFawl tni^Sparagrafs I chofe, 

nember^d yov were fond of thofe,) 
llings coli the firft, the laft fev'n Groats; 
\ turn from both, and call for Oats. 

:s bring Goods and Treafure to their 

I to deck dieir pretty Babes and SpoofcST? 

'oken was a Cup like Horn, 

de of nothing but a Lady^ls C^nL 

>r that I grieve ; no, 'ds to lee 

» aod S^rrd Mare preferred to met 

» for fome Moments when yov deign ta 

lie Diftaoce) iweet IMfcourfe admit, 
IT Pleafure thy paft Toil to know, 
I Remembrance buikls Delight oa Wee. 
>anger pants thy Gonfort^s Bread, 
g Infants fquawl to hear dier^. 
[ bsmble, when by thoufands bound,- 
ftretch'd on IMUputUn Grooad ; 
ing Armies climb'd up ev'ry Part } 
they trod, I felt upon my Heart, 
thy Torrent quench'd tl^e dreadful Blaze, 
^en, and Nation, daring with Amaze, 
View how all my Hiaiband came, 
extinguifli'd theirs, cncreas'd my Flame. 
Voiles J ordam'd thine Eyes to fave, 
\ my Prcfentv Lrve that Armour gave. 

How 
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How did I mourn at Bolgolamh'Di^ 
For when he figtfd ^y Deaths Jie J 

When Folks might ft^ thee 
.roiMid 
For Six-pence, Pd have given a <h 
Lord ! When the Giant-Baie that ] 
Got in his Mouth, my Heart was w 
When in the Marrow Bone I fee the 
Or on the Houfe-top by theMonk( 
The piteous Images renew my Pai 
And all thy Daggers J we^p^'cn aj 
But on the Maiden^ s Nipple wheh^ 
Pray Heav*n, 'twas all a wanton R 
Glumdalclitcb too!*-with thee I moi 
Heav'n guard the gentle Girl fron 
O may the King that one Negled: 
And pardon her the Fault by whic 
Was there no other Wscy t^ fct hii 
My Life, alas ! I fear proved Dea 

Ote 

] 
Teach n 
Whcthe 
^calW 

When on the Monarch's ampld t. 
And halloo'd in his Ears Intrigues 
Or ^ifibtts Flefirin more Endeara 
When like a Mountain you look'd 
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